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PREFACE. 


On the 14th of August, 1816, the Hon. Charles Leonard Irry and 
James Mangles, Commanders in the Royal Navy, left England, with 
the intention of making a tour on the Continent. This journey they 
were led to extend far beyond the original design. Curiosity at first, 
and an increasing admiration of antiquities as they advanced, carried 
them at length through several parts of the Levant, which have been 
little visited by modern travellers, and gave them more than four years 
of continued employment. 

Soon after their rgturn to England, in the end of the year 1820, they 
were induced to transcribe a selection of the letters which they had 
addressed during their absence to their families in England, as the most 
convenient mode of satisfying the inquiries of numerous friends. 

A limited Edition, for private circulation only, was in consequence 
printed : this \vas so well received, and the copies were in such request, 
that Mr. Murray has been solicited, as a small mark of the friendship 
and esteem of the writers, kindly to accept the copyright, and further 
to oblige them by giving the book publicity in* the more popular form 
of his Colonial and Home Library. 
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CHAPTER I. 

TOUR IN EGYPT AND NUBIA. 

Our Party and its objects— Departure from Phil®— Our Boat’s Crew— Baracenic Buildings— 
Supposed Boundary between Egypt and Nubia— Kalapsche— Its Temple— We are taken 
for Physicians— Mr. Belzoni bitten by a Water Lizard— Arrival near Koroskoff— Offidena 
—Arrival at Derry— Nubian Dance— AttoAipted impositions on the part of our Crew— Pass 
Ibriin— Researches of former Travellcfs— Abou-Sinibel — The Dongola Caravan— The 
Mockatem Mountains— Ruins near Parras— Crocodiles— Torpedo— Caraelions— Arrival at 
the second Cataract— Description of the Cataract— Elpha—Purther troubles with our 
Crew— Abou-Simbel— Tiie small Temple— Message from the Cashiefs— Arrival of the 
Cashiefs— We wait uponthem— Presents— Offence taken by Ilalleel— We engage Labour* 
ers- Proceed to the large Temple— Description of the Front— Commence operations— 
Are abandoned by the Mgitives— We continue our Labours — The Darfur Caravan— Inter- 
ruption from Mahommed and^li Cashief— Arrival of a Mameluke — The Natives refuse to 
supply us with Provisions- We succeed in reaching the Door of the Temple. 

TOWARDS the end of May, 1817, and in that case, if it had not suffered 
we joint'd company at Phila; with too much in the general pillage and 
Messrs. Beodiey and Bclzoni, who were destruction which all the sacrededi- 
about to proceed up the Nile. The prin- fices underwent at the conquest of 
cipal object of this expedition, which Egypt, by Cambyses and other subse- 
was undertaken at the desire of Mr. queut princes, it was hoped that some- 
Salt, was to endeavour to open the great thing interesting to the antiquary 
temple at Abou-Simbel, which Mr. Bel- might be discovered, 
zoni, who was that gentleman’s agent, We considered it a fortunate cir- 
liad atteinj)ted the preceding year, cumstance for us to have an opportu- 
The whole face of the temple, as high nity of joining in so interesting an 
as the heads of the statues which are undertaking. Mt is advisable that tra- 
in front of it, was buried in the sand vellers should be both numerous and 
which had been blown from the desert, well armed in Nubia: our party was 
This sand, in the course of time, had now a tolerably strong one, as includ- 
accumalated to such a degree, as not ing Mr. Beechey’s Greek servant, an 
only to fill up the whole of the valley, Arab cook, and a janissary, it con- 
hut also to form a mountain, sloping sisted of seven persons. We could only 
from the front of the temple for 200 add one solitary musket to a pretty 
or 300 yards towards the banks of good stock of arms of every descrip- 
the Nile. From all external appear- tion which Mr. Beechey had with him, 
anco it is probable this temple, which We hired a boat at a village situated 
is hewn out of the soli<i rock, had on a point amidst a cluster of date- 
been shut for vefy many centuries, trees which hounds the view of the 
perhaps for more than 2000 years; river from Phil» to the southward. 
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The crew consisted of five iiioii, iflHlil 
ing the reis or captain, and three 
boys : three of tlie men and the reis 
were brothors, and the liftli was their 
brother- ill- law. Tliis latter was dressed 
in a blue shirt, from which circum- 
stance we iiick-iiained him the “ blue 
devil ; ” his real naiiio was Hassaii ; 
he will be by and by a conspicuous 
character in this narrative. The boys 
were sons of some one or other of the 
crew, and the boat they said belonged | 
to the father of them all, an old man 
who wore a green turban, as a de- 
scendant of the Prophet. 

In the afternoon of the 16th of June, 
we started with a fine fair wind, having 
first settled a quarrel between two of | 
our crew, in which one of them was 
cut through the calf of the leg, to the 
bona. Our agreement with tlie reis 
was for 160 piastres per month, Al. 
sterling ; and at the end of the voyage, 
if they behaved well, a backsheeish or 
present was promised, a stipulation 
which always forms part of similar 
bargains in this country. It was 
expressly understood that the crew 
should find their own provisions. As 
we advanced upwards, the sand hills 
filling up the cavities between the 
black granite rocks presented a most 
remarkable appearance ; the surface ' 
in many places was quite fine and 
smooth, reminding one, with the excep- 
tion of the difference of colour, of 
some of the scenery in Switzerland, 
where the snow before it cracks, and 
after it biis been drifted fine, presents 
just such an appearance. The moun- 
tains here close in upon the river, and 
we looked in vain for tliat rich plain 
whicli, in Kgypt, is every where to be 
seen on the banks of the Nile. On the 
heights, as we proceeded, we saw seve- 
ral Saracenic buildings placed in most 
picturesque situations ; they tend very 
much to set off this wild species of 
scenery ; w’e observed also, throughout 
Nubia, numerous piles of stones placed 
on the most elevated and conspicuous 
parts of the mountains, to indicate tlie 
vicinity of the Nile to the caravans 
from the interior of Africa. 

Half a day’s sail from Philm brought 
ua to the end of the grauite rocks, 


which now gave place to thos<' of cal- 
careous stone, tiiough on the river 
side, ill most instances, their exterior 
still retains a black colour and a polish. 
The vein of red granite, which begins 
below Assuan, and extends beyond 
Philm, is supposed to continue in an 
easterly direction till it reaches the 
sliorcs of the lied Sea, keeping, nearly 
throughout, the same breadtii ; the 
observations which wc made on our 
trips into the desert from Assuan 
tended to confirm this opinion. 

On the afternoon of the l/tli, we 
came to a place where the mountains 
close in upon the river in a very abrupt 
manner, leaving no level land on t'* 
banks ; the hills at the same time pi‘^- 
sented some very grand scenery. This 
by some travellers is termed the boun- 
dary between Egypt and N ubia, though 
I should be inclined to agree with tho 
French, that the first cataract is a 
more natural limit to the two coun- 
tries ; as, immediately above Assuan, 
you perceive not only a country quite 
different from that below, but even 
natives of a character and colour in 
no way resemtiling the Egyptians, dif- 
ferently clothed, and speaking another 
language. 

This evening we arrived at Kalap- 
sche, and as wc had to wait some time 
while our janissary was buying provi- 
sions, we went up to inspect the temple, 
though we had agreed not to visit tho 
antiquities until we returned from the 
second cataract. The ruins of this 
edifice are large and magnificent, but 
it has never been finished : it consists 
of a largo peristyle hall, (most of the 
columns of which have fallen, and 
many are unfinished,) two chambers, 
and a sanctuary. Tho exterior walls 
are smooth, the sculpture not having 
even been commenced, and in the inte- 
rior it is not *fiiiished, there being in 
no instance either stucco or painting. 
There has been first a quay on tho 
river’s side, and then a fliglit of steps 
as an approach to the temple. The 
outer hall had several Greek inscrip- 
tions ill it, some of them in tolerable 
perfection. 

In the evening, before wo stopped, 
we passed two crocodiles ; they wero 
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on a sli®al in the middle of the Nile, June 21. — Tliis morning we were 
and retired before we got near them : opposite Koroskoff ; w'c purehased a 
tliey were the first we had seen since slieep for nine piastres, but were 
we left PI I ike ; indeed tlicy are never obliged to send the money before tliey 
met with near that island. On the would even show the animal ; W'e re- 
19th a foul wind obliged us to stop, monstrated much against this curious 
when an old man came to beg medi- method of making a bargain, but no- 
cino, thinking wo were hackim^ or thing would induce them to chango 
pliysiciaiis, a strange notion which all their plan. We this day saw the cali- 
barbarous nations have respecting bash growing wild on creepers up the 
Europeans : we gave him some advice, acacia-trees on the river side. Our 
though wo declined any pretensions to crow got three very good ones. The 
the title lio liad given us. Bruco, in boys also found a sort of wild cuiTant 
making liinisclf acquainted with the growing close to the water side ; we 
rudiments of physic, sliowcd how well tasted some, and thought them not 
he judged of the proper mode of*tra- unlike the blcaborry, though not 
veiling in these countries ; and his shaped like them, being round ; in size 
narrative proves how much lie hene- and colour they are alike, 
fited by this knowledge. Our denial Our custom was always to bathe 
of all knowledge of physic met with morning and evening, frequently oft- 
little belief among the natives; and to ener. This evening, while at this re- 
induce us to give them assistance, they creation, Mr. Belzoni was bitten in the 
offered us two fowls for any aid we foot, which caused him to cry out 
would render to their patients. Ofll .somewhat loudly for assistance. Next 
the 20th we saw a camel swimming morning he was bitten again, in the 
across the river ; one man swam before same place ; this last bite fetched 
with a luilter in his month, leading the blood, taking a piece out of the toe. 
animal, another followed behind. Mr. Belzoni plainly felt something 

June 21. — We this flay observed, twisting round his leg ; we all agree 
immediately opposite Duckle, two lads in thinking it must have been a water 
crossing tlie river which is hero tolcr- lizard. The other day a man hailed 
ably wide, and pushing and towing a us and asked if wo would buy a spy- 
laden reed raft. glass ho said ho was a native of 

On the twenty-second observed the Senaar. We thought it must be the 
purple acacia ; it bears some rosem- property of some European who had 
blance to a shrub, and is evidently a been robbed, and Ihcrcforo told him 
dwarf species of the mimosa ; never we would see it first, upon which ho 
attaining a height beyond a foot or came into the boat, that we might 
fifteen inches ; excepting • in colour, carry him to the village where it was 
the flower is like the yellow acacia, (about four hours* sail above) ; liow- 
Oii the t>venty-third our crew- killed a ever, on arriving there he w’alked off, 
snake that was basking on the river and w'e ncvciP heard again either of 
side ; it w as gray, with two black him or his glass — the fact is, he wanted 
marks below its head. It was curious a passage, and w'o gave him credit for 
to see the precautions they used before so cunning a method of getting one. 

they would surpjj^c this reptile, which June 25 We this day arrived near 

they representcc^s poisonous, though Koroskoff, at the place w here the river 
I did not believe it was so. We had reaches the soutlicrnmost point, before 
this morning a regular wild-goose the beginning of the second cataract ; 
chase after an old one and four young for the river hero turns due north, 
ones ; the crew jumped overboard and and continues in that direction between 
caught them all, though with some ten and fifteen miles ; after which it 
dilKculty. I mention this merely to becomes S. W. and then west to the 
give some idea ho|v expert these peo- second cataract. Tho Nile here ns- 
ple are in the water ; they may almost sumes a picturesque appearance, hav- 
be said to bo amphibious. ing several ifllauds and rocks in the 
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centre of it. In the evening our janis- 
sary shot a wild-goose ; its plumage 
was heautilul, and its taste exceedingly 
good, though v;e had not the means of 
cooking it in a very savoury manner. 

Jnne ’20. — Observed the Nile to have 
fallen about foot. It is now twenty- 
two days since it began to rise. It is 
already above the cataract of Syene 
(Assuan). 

June 27. — We this day saw two 
crocodiles ; our men requested us to 
fire some muskets to frighten them 
away, but were not afraid of towing 
the bark in the water close to the bank 
where we observed them. I think, 
from w’hat we liave noticed of these 
animals, that it is very seldom, if ever, 
they attack people. This morning a 
man on horsei)ack came down to the 
river side, and said he was sent by 
Halleel Cashief with salam alicams 
(compliments) ; he, however, seemed 
chiefly intent upon getting something 
for himself ; and, in a moment, enu- 
merated several articles which he 
requested us to give him ; such as 
coffee, snuff, gunpowder, salt, &c. ; we 
told him w'e had none to spai*e, as we 
reserve those articles for llassan Ca- 
shief, the chief person in this country, 
and whose favour it is necessary to 
gain by presents, in order to get per- 
mission to open file temple at Abou- 
Simbel. That chief has pledged his 
word to Mr. Belzoni, that none but 
tb.c Englisli sliould be allowed to work 
there, on condition that he, Hassan,is 
to have lialf the gold that was found 
in it : for these people have no idea 
that our researches for antiquities in 
this country have any other object 
than to get treasure ; and they laugh 
when we tell them we arc looking for 
stone statues, and slabs with inscrip- 
tions on them. They cannot conceive 
what motive can induce us to come 
such a distance, and expend three or 
four thousand piastres to clear away 
an accumulated mass of sand, for no 
other purpose than to find some gra- 
nite figures. 

We now observed the water to be 
exceedingly muddy, and of a reddish 
yellow colour. We stopped a short 
time at Offidena with a view of pur- 


chasing a statue ; but after mucJ 
prevarication, wo could not even ge 
a look at it. The natives of this plac^ 
arc both handsome and well made, t 
circumstance very rare in Nubia 
their complexion, however, was un- 
usually dark. In the evening we ar- 
rived at Derry, and sent word to 
Daoud and Hailed Cashief, the two 
sons of Hassan, (who, most unfortu- 
nately for us, was at Dongola, and b> 
wliose absence we lost the friend.ship 
and assistance of the only honest man 
in the country,) that we were going up 
to open the temple at Abou-Simbel,aiid 
would thank them to send orders for 
us to be permitted to work ; adding, 
at the same time, that we would wait 
on them and pay our respects on our 
return. While waiting there we had 
a specimen of Nubian dancing ; about 
twelve lads assisted ; the music con- 
sisted only in clapping the hands, in 
the doing of which they kept very good 
time. I cannot say much for the 
elegance or gracefulness of the dance, 
as it was nothing more than lifting 
up the right foot and stamping it down 
again, theia rising up on the left foot 
by the spring of the instep, and after- 
wards letting the feet rest on the fiat 
sole. This was done for a backshceish 
which we gave them. We also gave 
the rcis and crew a baeksheeish of ten 
piastres, but they said it was not 
enough, so we added another five. At 
night, when we stopped, the reis came 
to us to say that we were two parties, 
and therefore should by rights pa^ 
double the money we had agreed to 
give for the boat. They also com- 
plained that we had not given sufficient 
to the crew to eat ; that Jacques (an 
agent of Mr. Drovetti, a Frenchman 
living in this country, and who hired 
the boat not long Wore us,) always 
gave them one-third M his coffee, meat 
bread, and every think that he had ; 
in short, they imagined that up here 
we were at their mercy. Now, as we 
had regularly fed them, and given 
them coffee without stint every day, we 
thought it time to come to an under 
standing, and therefore told them thai 
the boat was at our disposal, and tha1 
it was no affair of theirs if we had twe 
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or live different parties ; and with re- however, made a noise to awaken him, 
gard to* food, that as they were not when he rushed into the water with 
contented with what we had given his mouth open, looking very savage, 
them spontaneously, they should have He was about fifteen feet long, 
nothing. Wo have no doubt but our June 29. — Wo arrived at Abou- 
janissary and the Greek servant put iimbel, and unfortunately found that 
them up to this request, as the soldier Hassan Cashief was absent ; we sent 
took a poor cowardly part, and urged , again to Derry, to Daoud and II al- 
that as we were in a savage country, leel, for leave to begin to open the 
we had better temporize with them :cmple when we returned from the 
till we were on our return, thus show- iccond cataract. The banks of the 
ing of Jiow little use these fellows are *iver between Ibrim and Abou-Simbel 
to protect travellers. are beautifully spread over with the 

June 28. — Passed Ibrim, situated ^'ellow and purple acacia, forming 
on a rude but picturesque hill of a -hick hedges, which have a very pleas- 
conical shape, and of barren calca- i ing effect ; a species of the tamaiisk 
reous stone. There is not now a single is also common here. This is the 
inhabitant to be seen, and it presents »lant that produces the gum arabic, 
a sad picture of ruin and desolation. , which is brought in great quantities 
Mr, Legh, iii his recent publication, ' rom the interior of Africa in the vici- 
(a few extracts from which we have j lity of Darfur. The seeds of the aca- 
secn in the Quarterly Review for :ia form also a lucrative branch of 
February last) says “this town was rade, being sent in the first instance 
destroyed by the Mamelukes.’* It wa^j • Cairo, and then shipped for Europe, 
the extent or limit of his voyage where they are used for tanning. The 
in Nubia. Ho travelled in 1813. vater is now become exceedingly thick, 
Mr. Rankes, it appears, was the first t is not, however, unpleasant to the taste. 
Englishman who ever succeeded in: JuneZO . — While we were at Abou- 

gaining the second cataract : he tra- ■ Simbel, the Dongola caravan passed ; 
veiled in 1815. I fancy he 1!t)ok much .t was preceded by about fifty camels, 
about the same tour in Syria that we carrying provisions, &c. The condiic- 
luean to take, though we have not as .oi^s were armed with swords, daggers, 
yet seen his journey traced out. In lud spears. They wore sandals to 
1816, Mr. Drovetti, the ci-devant )reserve the soles of their feet from 
French consul in Egypt, succeeded in he burning sand, which w'e now feel 
reaching the second cataract, together most sensibly, being obliged to stop 
with his two agents, Ril’aud and Cail- every now and then to pour it out of 
liaud ; these travellers, together with jur shoes. These saudals are much 
Sheikh Ibrahim (a real fri/^nd of ours) like those w’orn by the ancient Egyp- 
and Mr. Belzoiii, arc the only persons tians, and which are often found on 
that have reached thus far. Mr. Bel- the feet of the mummies, 
zoni had his w'ife witli Jnm in man’s The range of the Mockatem mouu- 
clothes. Poor Norden, who travelled tains terminate nearly opposite Abou- 
eighty years ago, could only reach Simbel in a remarkable manner, in a 
Derry. His Nubian trip is interesting, considerable number of pyramidal 
though not ver^ instructive. Dcnoii hills rising up from the sand, and 
went tio higher than Pliilm ; and having the appearance of a gigantic 
Pocopk only reached that isle. On tlie camp ; some of the hills are oblong, 
tops of the hills near Ibrim, wo re- and in the form of marquees: others 
marked many conical liillocks, as are so perfectly pyramidal, that it is 
marks to direct the Dongola caravans, difficult to divest one’s-self of the idea 
This evening we saw a crocodile sleep- that they are the work of men’s hands, 
ing on the sand a considerable way up, July 1. — Stopped opposite the vil- 
We were within twenty yards of hiin^ lage of Farras. We here examined 
but as none of* o ur muskets were I the site of a large Nubian city, and 
loaded with ball we did not fire \ we, 'amongst the modern stone buildings 
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of the Arabs found several remnants 
of temples, with hieroglyphics. In one 
was a beautiful cornice and a frieze, 
with the winged globe highly finished. 
The natives showed us some Greek 
and Roman ornaments, such as the 
spread eagle, ornamental cross, Ac. 
Near the village are some fragments 
of a temple, consisting of several 
broken pieces of red granite pillars, 
also some small ones of beautiful white 
marble. From the appearance of these 
ruins, the fineness of the situation, and 
the rich plain of cultivated land near 
it, I think this must once have been a 
populous and flourishing city, in the 
time of the Greeks and Romans, .as 
well as the Egyptians. Close to the 
ruins there is a natural rock standing 
by itself, with a doorway leading to a 
very small recess or chamber, in which 
are two Egyptian figures, in intaglio, 
on the wall : one is a man, the other 
a w’oraan with the lotus flower in lier 
hand. There is a double row of hiero- 
glyphics near the inner figure, and a 
niche at the further end of the cham- 
ber about four feet square. 

Wo bathed this morning opposite a 
village, and on a sand-bank in front of 
us, at not more than a musket-shot 
distant, we observed two crocodiles 
(timsah in Arabic). As soon as we 
went into the water they both walked 
into the river, to all appearance from 
fear, for they are certainly both shy 
and timid, and, I suspect, will only 
attack a single person ; nor then, 
unless they can surprise him in the 
water, and off his guard. We saw no 
more of these two, but, at noon, we 
saw another swimming \vith his nose 
just out of the water. We also 
observed a pretty large water-lizard, 
and a small black water-snake. To-day 
the sand-hills have assumed a fine 
green appearance, being covered here 
and there with tamarisk. This ver- 
dure, contrasted with the dark yellow 
Band, forms a pleasing diversity of 
colour. In the evening, while towing 
the boat, our sailors found a torp^o 
on the-* very -brink of the river, appa- 
rently asleep. It was curious to 
observe their caution and timidity 
approaching it ; they, however, suc- 


ceeded in sticking one of their daggers 
in his head, and by that means hauled 
it on shore. Our Egyptian crew had 
done the same near Beni Ilassan. W^e 
got it on board, and, though nearly 
dead, it sensibly affected my arm in 
laying hold of it. I felt a double shock 
up tlie arm near the elbow. It was 
about two fi'ot long ; had very small 
eyes. The belly and top of the hack 
white ; one dorsal fin, and the sides, 
were coloured dark brown with black 
spots ; it had no scales. Our sailors 
in Egypt ate the one they caught, but 
the present crew' w'ould not touch this, 
even when dead, and consequently 
harmless, mucli less cat it. The} ill 
told us we avoided the shock by utter- 
ing a charm, or using some magic 
infiucnco. This day one of the boys 
of our crew brouglit on board a carac- 
lion. lie cauglit it in an acacia 
(called ill Nubia the soont) tree, which 
they affect more than the date, or any 
other tree in this country. On coming 
on board, it hissed and shewed symp- 
toms of anger, evincing at the same 
time a great desire to make its escape. 
It was then of a dirty green colour, 
with dark spots, and whenever it was 
approached it turned to a dusky brown, 
inflating itself at the same time. I 
conclude that one lino is the effect of 
fear, and the other of indifference. We 
had suhseqiicntly eight of these ani- 
mals on hoard ; some of them became 
so tame, that when the flies annoyed 
us we had only to take one of the 
camelions hi our hand, and place it 
near the flics, and it would catch them 
with its long tongue in great numbers. 

July 1. — In the evening wo arrived 
at Farras, when tw'o natives, with tho 
men servants of Ilassan Cashief,came 
to us, and wo made a bargain with 
them to procure asses and camels to 
go above the second cataract. One of 
these remained in ,the boat, and the 
other promised to meet us at Elpha 
on the morrow with the animals. 
Elpha is opposite the second cataract, 
and is the last habitable place to which 
the Nubian boats ascend. 

July 2. — Arrived,, at the second ca- 
taract, and perceiving wo should liave 
a long distance to walk to the elevated 
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point fj;om whence the hnest view of it is 
obtained, we requested the reis to take 
us higiicr up the river, in order to 
shorten the walk, but all the boatmen 
persisted that it was impracticable for 
the boat to go higher on account of the 
rocks; they offered, however, to take us 
if wo would first go over to Elpha, on 
the opposite side of the river, and land 
all our effects, and then return again. 
We required the reason of this odd pro- 
position, when they said that they were 
apprehensive of thieves on that side of 
the river. We did not however like the 
scheme, and therefore refused to do so, 
urging them to advance higher up, as 
we plainly perceived we might go a 
good league farther without the least 
risk, but nothing would induce them 
to consent. In the mean time another 
boat arrived, and we perceived that our 
reis and his sailors were in league with 
the men of the other boat, to force us 
to take their bark ; but we determined 
to walk rather than submit to this im- 
position, as the new comers wanted a 
high price, and accordingly wo set out. 
The sand was deep and the sun very 
hot, so that we soon foifnd that walking 
in the desert is no joke : dur trip oc- 
cupied us about two hours, from one 
o’clock to three, the hottest part of the 
day. On the road we found innumer- 
able tracts of the gazelle and other 
animals ; we saw seven of the former 
in one group, and three in another. 
They were not so timid as we ex]iected, 
and stopped to gaze on us witli their 
ears cocked up like deer in a park : 
their colour is broAvii, not much unlike 
the sand, and when they are in a val- 
ley it is difficult to perceive them. We 
were not more than two musket* shots 
distant from the three we first saw. 
When running, they are wonderfully 
light and nimble, and while on the 
rocky parts bounded with great agility. 

The spot from whence we surveyed 
the cataract w'as a projecting cliff, 
about 200 feet high, with a perpen- 
dicular precipice down to the river 
side ; from this place, which is on the 
western bank, you look down on the 
cataract to great advantage ; it pre- 
sents a fine coiijt) deceit : the river here 
runs E. N. E. and W. S. VG In Ame- 


rica this would be called “ a rapid,” 
there being no direct fall, only an im- 
mense cluster of innumerable black 
rocks, with the Nile running in all 
directions with great rapidity, and 
much noise between them ; they fill 
up the wljole breadth of the river, 
which may he about two miles wide, 
and they extend as far as the eye can 
reach, altogether making a space of 
about ten miles of rapids; three below 
the rock on which we stood, and seven 
above. The scenery here is remark- 
ably wild, there being no human habi- 
tation visible, excepting a fisherman’s 
hut on one of the islands, and the vil- 
lage of Elpha on the opposite side of 
the river, in the distance; some of the 
rocks have beds of yellow sand on 
them, and most of the islands have 
small trees and shrubs growing in tho 
crevices ; the verdure of these, con- 
trasted with the sand and black rocks, 
produces a fine effect. In front, and 
on both sides, the view is bounded by 
the desert ; to the southward are the 
tops of two high mountains rearing 
their heads above the hills, and ap- 
parently seventy or eighty miles dis- 
tant. The western bank of the river 
is richly covered with trees and shrubs,, 
and it is curious to observe, imme- 
iliately beyond this green margin, the 
barren desert, without the least vestige 
af verdure. Having bathed and dined 
on bread and cheese, we set out on our 
return to the bark, our guides urging 
us to be quick, lest we should be be- 
nighted ; they said the serpents and 
other venom ous reptiles always came 
down by night to drink, and they were 
apprehensive that we should tread on 
them ; they also said we should meet 
robbers at night : these people have a 
remarkable aversion to being in the 
dark. I remember, when at Dendera, 
oiir servant, an Arab, hurried off and 
left ns behind, when he thought we 
should be late in retJurning to our boat; 
and wdienever our lights have gone 
out in a tomb or temple, the Arabs 
have always clapped their hands, and 
made a noise to keep their spirits up 
till the light returned. In the even- 
ing, after dark, we reached the boat. 

3. — In the morning at daylight 



8 


A JOURNAL OF TRAVELS IN 


[chap. I. 


we crossed over to Elpha, the way to 
which place leads through several in- 
tricate passages, amongst rocks and 
shoals, where the current runs with 
great rapidity. In one part we were 
obliged to pass close under a high bluff, 
with some iniincd houses on it : it was 
not necessary to pass through this 
intricate passage, our boatmen took it 
when we were all asleep, and we only 
perceived our situation on awaking at 
Elpha. We here found that neither 
asses nor camels had arrived to take us 
up to the temple, the reason assigned 
for this was, that the price agreed 
on the day before, at throe piastres for 
each animal was not enough, though 
the person who made the agreement 
was there. We now endeavoured to 
procure beasts of the inhabitants, but 
they haggled so much about the price 
that we could make nothing of them. 
While this was going on, our crew, 
reis and all, took their clothes, arms, 
and effects out of the boat, and walked 
off to a sackei/f* about 20 yards’ dis- 
tance, on the banks of the river ; here 
they squatted down amongst a con- 
siderable number of natives ; we had 
not taken notice of this jiroceeding, as 
their clothes, &c. were all kept abaft, 
behind the end of our cabin. When 
we could not agree for the asses, &c., 
we said we did not* want them, and 
would go back to Abou-Simbel ; with 
this intention we called the reis, and 
desired him to get the bark ready to 
return, but received an immediate 
answer that “ neither he nor his crew 
would come.” When we sent to know 
the reason of their refusal, they re- 
plied, that we tnust givp them more 
money for the boat before they would 
come on board : they also said that we 
had never fed them, nor had we given 
them backslieeish, and when we re- 
minded them of what they had received 
at Derry , they said that was nothing. 

We now threatened to go off with 
the boat, and for that purpose rigged 
the oars across, but the wind being 
strong against us, we did not get under 
weigh. When the oars were ready we 

* Sackey is the Persian wheel with which 
they raise water from the river ; it is described 
by liurcldiardt, Norden, and other travellers. 


sent word to the crew to come, but 
they replied that they would not ; that 
we might buy the boat if we chose, but 
that they would not navigate her : at 
the same time they said that they were 
people who did not value their lives a 
pigeon, and would take ours for half a 
one. While all this was passing, we 
observed the natives assembling in 
every direction, armed with spears, 
swords, and daggers ; every minute 
they were arriving from all quarters 
on asses, and always going to the ren- 
dezvous under the sackey, where our 
vile crew had it in their power to tell 
any falsehoods against us without our 
being able to confute them, as ntither 
our Arab cook, the Greek servant, or 
janissary understood the Barbarin lan- 
guage. Several of the Barbarins now 
came to see what arms we had, and 
appeared to take an exact account of 
everything in the shape of a weapon ; 
for .seeing affairs in this posture, wo 
had prepared for the worst, and laid 
out all our arms in readiness, with 
which, fortunately, we were well pro- 
vided. After a little time a message 
came from the crew that they wanted 
money ; we sent them word that they 
must first come and do their duty; 
that as soon as the boat was off from 
this place, they should have a back- 
sheeish, but not one para till they had 
done their duty. They now sent word 
that we had absolutely starved them, 
which was no doubt what they told 
the natives ; they also informed us, 
that at thiS very place they had 
beaten Jacques Rifaud during his 
last voyage, and that it was done in 
the presence of the sheikh of the 
place, and all the natives ; and that 
they had made him pay fifty pias- 
tres for the stick they Jiad broken 
over his head. At Derry they had 
talked to us about his generosity. At 
this moment several of the natives 
came down demanding backsheeish, 
backsheeish, in a threatening manner. 
We asked the reason why we should 
give them money ? Tliey replied, for 
seeing the cataract, and coming into 
their country. A londed musket was 
now pointed at them, and they were 
asked if they wanted money by force 
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or ^otxl means ; on which they retired, 
saying la, la, la, no, no, no, evidently 
not liking the sight of hre-aims. We 
now told them, that if we had seen the 
cataract without paying, so they had 
seen us without giving us anything as 
a recompense, though we were as novel 
a sight to them as their cataract was 
to us, and therefore we were quits. 

Some of the most impudent now 
came down, and on being refused 
money said we should wait where we 
were till the high Nile : that we should 
neither go upward or downward, laugh- 
ing and hooting at the same time ; our 
villanous crew all this while sitting 
under the sackey, and enjoying the 
storm they had raised against us. To 
all their threats we constantly replied, 
that we were well armed, were deter- 
mined not to be robbed, and that 
should they come to extremities, we 
would certainly make good use of our 
fire-arms, which we took care they 
should all see were pretty iiumerotfs 
and loaded. The asses were now 
brought, and the people endeavoured 
to persuade us to go off to the temple, 
evidently in the hope of plundering the 
boat when we were jfbne. We saw 
through this trick, and powtively re- 
fused to go. We also told the natives, 
that though we were few in number, 
we had the firman of tlie pasha, and 
that any violence offered to us would 
be sure to be well punished. Those 
who had brought the asses now asked 
some remuneration for their trouble, as 
we had refused to hire them. This we 
thought reasonable ; and, to draw off 
their attention, (for there were about 
forty of them), we gave eight piastres 
to be divided amongst the claimants. 
The division of this money turned 
affairs very much in our favour ; for 
they began to quarrel amongst one 
another immediately. 

The* crew now thinking that they 
should get nothing for themselves, sent 
a messenger, while the natives were 
disputing about the division of the eight 
piastres, to say they would come and 
prepare the boat provided they had the 
backsheeish. We repeated our terms, 
that they should have a present when 
they did their dui^. Seeing they could 


not stir up the natives to any acts of 
violence, they returned to the boat, all 
armed, having their daggers fastened 
to the left arm above the elbow joint, 
the manner in which all the Nubians 
wear that weapon. As soon as the 
boat was ready, they asked for the 
money, when we gave them fifteen 
piastres. Before we were off, however, 
one of the Farras people came to be 
rewarded for endeavouring to hire the 
asses at that place, or rather for dis- 
appointing uS. We offered him five 
piastres, which ho indignantly refused ; 
but seeing he could get no one to assist 
him in forcing us to give more (for all 
these people are impudent and bullying 
for their own interest, but never for 
another’s), came back and said he 
would take the five : this we now re- 
fused ; when he went off in a violent 
rage, uttering threats that we should 
hear more of him below. After this, 
we got off from this infamous place, 
and soon found what a trap they had 
set for us ; for it was with the utmost 
difficulty that even the crew could get 
the boat through the numerous narrow 
passages, all of them being obliged to 
get out into the river, and guide her 
through amongst the rocks; and we 
were also forced to pass directly under 
the bluff before mentioned, where the 
natives, had we ourselves taken the 
boat off, would have annoyed us greatly, 
while they would have been sheltered 
behind the ruined village. Indeed our 
crew wished us above all things to take 
the boat off, that they might represent 
us to the inhabitants as robbers, steal- 
ing their bark. However, we saw 
through all this. 

July 4. — We arrived at Abou-Sim- 
bel, and found that no message what- 
ever had been received from the 
cashiefs at Derry. This was a sad dis- 
appointment to us. Our crew, now 
dreading the presence of the chiefs, 
came to beg forgiveness ; saying that 
they had forgotten and forgiven every- 
thing, and hoped that we had. They 
said they would behave well in future 
— that they were poor, and always 
made a practice to get all they could 
from passengers and strangers.*’ They 
remarked, ** that dogs, when repulsed^ 
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always made a practice of returning to 
get something as long as there was 
anything to be had.’* This appears to 
be a favourite proverb amongst them. 

July 6. — We visited the small temple 
opposite Abou-Simbel on the south 
side of the river. This temple is ex- 
cavated in the solid mountain ; the 
entrance is situated on the side of a 
rocky precipice, which below slopes 
into the river : there are some re- 
mains of steps cut in the rock as an 
approach to it. The principal chamber 
is 10 paces long, by 9 wide : it is sup- 
ported by four pillars, two on each 
side of the passage. In the centre, at 
the further end of the apartment, 
there is on each side a doorway com- 
municating with side chambers, 9 paces 
by 4 each. The sanctuary at the end 
of the principal chamber is G paces 
by 4 ; this is the most common mode 
of construction in the Egyptian tem- 
ples. At present the interior of this 
temple appears daubed all over with 
dirty plaster and Greek paintings, 
mostly representing men on horse- 
back. Behind these, however, we 
easily discovered the Egyptian figures, 
hieroglyphics, Ac. &c.,in bas-relief on 
stucco. As most of the figures re- 
present men with hawks* heads, we 
think this temple was de<licated to 
Osiris ; and afterwards, perhaps, con- 
verted into a church of St. George. 
The sanctuary has been once orna- 
mented, but the side apartments are 
plain. There is a small subterrane- 
ous chamber below the sanctuary, 
apparently intended for a sepulchre. 

July 7. — A messenger on a drome- 
dary arrived from Daoud Casluef to 
learn “ if wo were the same English 
for whom llassaii Cashief had pro- 
mised to open the temjde at the 
same time he sent word, that if we 
were the same persons he would im- 
mediately come himself; but if not, 
ho knew what to do. The latter part 
of the message alluded to the French, 
who had used every effort to get 
Hassan Cashief to allow them to open 
the temple after Mr. Belzon^'s first 
attempt* in 1816. Mr. BeJzoni, how- 
ever, had fortunately, after his first 
effort, sent Hassan and his two sons a 


turban each, and some other presents, 
in Mr. Salt*3 name : this he did to- 
bind them to their promise, and they 
certainly deserve credit for keeping it. 
It ought to be mentioned, also, that 
Mr. Drovetti, in the early part of 
1816, on his way to the second cata- 
ract, before Mr. Belzoni*s arrival in 
Nubia, had contracted with Hassan 
Cashief to open the temple, for 300 
piastres, and left the money ; Hassan 
promising that Mr. Drovetti should 
find it ready opened on his return 
from the falls : however, when he 
came hack, his money was returned,, 
the chief candidly telling liim he could 
not undertake the task for so small a 
sum. As Mr. Drovetti would i >t go 
to a greater expense, tlie field now 
became open to any one else w'ho 
chose to attempt the enterprise. 

July 6. — In the morning we started 
early with two of the natives in search 
of a temple which they said W'as in 
die nei.glihouritjg mouritain.s, about a 
pipe’* distant; for it is common 
among them to estimate a short jour- 
ney by the number of pipes they can 
smoke during its performance. On 
our way we met two white gazelles ; 
they w'ero very timid ; the belly and 
tail were perfectly white. After walk- 
ing about an hour, we came to the 
mountains, where, having waited about 
two hours more, our conductors came 
and said, they could not find the tem- 
ple, tliougli the evening before they 
had described the size and every par- 
ticular of it. In the evening wc had 
a violent ^luarrel with the crew in 
consequence of their drawing their 
daggers on our servants. Wc told 
them that the first who drew his dag- 
ger should be severely punished : this 
threat, however, had so littlo effect, 
that one of them who had murdered 
his own brother at Philoe (foi; which 
reason he did not dare to go near the 
island, but was taken into our boat at 
a village above it), said he would be 
the first, and swore by Alla and the 
Prophet that he would have one of 
our lives ; adding, that his method 
was not to attack people awake, but to 
stab them sleeping;^ We laughed at 
their threats, and told them they were 
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more apt at talking of these matters 
than in doing them. 

July 10. — To-day the two cashiefs, 
Daoud and lialleel, arrived. They 
did not come to us, nor send any mes- 
sage to apprise us of their arrival ; but 
pitched their tents, formed of a few 
date sticks, the roof covered with 
grass, on the sand-bank at the river- 
side : here they waited till we should 
make our appearance. We accord- 
ingly set out to visit these potentates. 
The first tent we entered was Halleel’s : 
lie was a tall, handsome man, about 
thirty.six years of age, 6 ft. high, very 
corpulent, and had a fine expressive 
countenance, with dark eyes : his dress 
was a large, loose, white linen shirt, 
Avith long sleeves hanging down nearly 
2 feet, an old turban, and slippers. 
He received us courteously, and im- 
mediately conducted us to the tent of 
his elder brother Daoud, who also 
gave us a very good reception. Daoud 
Cashief is rather taller than his bro- 
ther, but not so fat. lie is about 
forty-five years of ago, and had a ccr- 
tain dignity and reserve in his de- 
meanour that bespoke^ the chief: he 
wore a loose blue shirt. •We were 
not long in bringing forward the sub- 
ject of the temple, Avhon he imme- 
diately said ho would willingly give us 
his assistance to have it opened. Pan- 
cakes of flour and butter-milk were 
now brought, on which Ave all feasted, 
making use of fingers instead of spoons. 
Coffee was served, or rather a substi- 
tute for that beverage, vhich is not 
unpalatable ; they call it gargadan : it 
is a small black grain, not unlike the 
English rape-seed ; this they burn and 
pound like coffee, and it would puzzle 
those who are not connoisseurs to find 
out the difference. 

The two chiefs dwelt much on the 
attempts which the French had made 
to induce them to consent to the tem- 
ple's being opened, appearing to take 
great merit to themselves for haAmig 
resisted all the offers that Avere made 
to them. The presents were now 
brought, and given in the name of 
Mr. Salt : to Daoud a handsome gun, 
which at Cairo *cost 500 piastres ; a 
turban which cost 50; and some trifles, 


such as gunpowder, soap, tobacco, 
coffee, sugar, &c. To Halleel a turban 
and smaller articles, equal in value to 
those which his brother had received. 
We then took our leave; but had scarce 
reached our boat when we heard that 
Halleel was highly offended because 
he had not received a gun as well as- 
his brother. We immediately went 
back and endeavoured to appease him, 
explaining that we were not aware 
that he was a cashief, or we would cer- 
tainly have brought him a gun as well 
as Daoud : indeed, the preceding year,. 
Avhen Mr. Belzoni was in Nubia; the 
younger brother had not assumed the 
title of cashief, nor Avas he treated as 
such. Wc promised that if he would 
have patience, and confide in our word, 
Ave w'ould send him a gun exactly the 
sam3 as his brother’s ; or, if he pre- 
ferred it, wo Avould give him one. of 
our own ; though we confessed we had 
none half so good as that was, and 
advised him to Avait till we got another, 
as he would lose much by accepting a 
bad one. All Avas, however, in vain ; 
he ■would not be appeased, but sat 
sulky in the corner, saying, he had 
better guns than ours, and that ho 
kneAv what to do in his own country ; 
meaning that we should not open the 
temple. This was an unexpected blow 
to our hopes : we began to despair ; 
and seeing nothing would please him, 
Ave retired. A message noAv came 
from Daoud to invite us to partake of 
a sheep he had killed in order to re- 
gale us. We went to his tent. Halleel 
Avas not there. We noticed this, and 
expressed our concern at the displea- 
sure he had pvinced. Daoud said his 
brother was only a hoy ; that he was 
indiscreet, and did not know Avhat he 
did, and that wc need not mind him. 
We sent a message to him to say wo 
TA'ould not cat unless he came and ate 
with us, hut lie refused. Daoud now, 
at our request, Avent to bring him; 
but returned unsuccessful, saying, he 
Avas only a boy, and that he pledged 
himself wo should open the temple. 
However, as Halleel was evidently of 
a mischievous disposition, and likely 
to do us injury, indirectly, if not 
directly, we judged it the best policy-’ 
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to bring about a reconciliation. Mr. 
Belzoni accordingly went himself j and, 
after much difficulty, prevailed on him 
to come: he, however, was still sulky; 
and we had scarce sat down to dinner, 
•when three strangers, apparently newly 
arrived, entered the tent, kneeled and 
kissed hands, paying their respects to 
Halleel before they saluted Daoud. 
We easily saw through this little trick, 
which was a concerted plan between 
the two brothers, to induce us to give 
Halleel more presents, from a sup- 
position that his rank was equal to his 
brother’s. The men belonged to the 
suite, and were disguised for the 
purpose. 

After we had retired from dinner, 
we went to see if Halleel was still dis- 
pleased, and found him as sulky as 
ever ; our crew and Hassan Laving 
been with him from the lirst moment 
of his ill-humour, and doing all in their 
power to put him against us, for which 
Daoud had reprimanded them severely. 
Perceiving there was no pleasing him ; 
that neither presents nor promises 
were of any avail, we returned to the 
boat ; Daoud having j)ledged his word 
that we should commence our opera- 
tions the following morning. Late in 
the evening we received a message 
from Halleel, I’equesting a gun, with 
some powder and shot ; we immediately 
gave him ours, which, though good for 
nothing, was, nevertheless, the best- 
looking one we had. This prompt 
compliance calmed his anger ; and we 
began to congratulate ourselves on the 
prospect of ultimate success. The only 
remaining difficulty now was to make 
the agreement with the w’orkmen. The 
Farras man, who told us at Elpha 

that we should hear of him below,” 
now made his appearance, and endea- 
voured all he could to thwart our pro- 
ceedings : we, however, took him to 
the cashiefs, and explained his conduct 
to them, on w'hich they reprimanded 
him. After much altercation, we were 
glad to agree for the men to work at 
two piastres each per day. 

JulyW , — In the morning the two 
cashiefs came on board, and we pro- 
ceeded to the temple, about a quarter 
of an hour’s row from the viJ' 


The chiefs told us w'e were to have 
sixty men, and we paid for that num- 
ber ; but only fifty came. We were 
obliged also to give them doum, as 
they all complained of having nothing 
to eat. However, we were so anxious 
about the temple, that we were glad 
to give them anything, provided they 
would but work. I shall proceed to 
describe the object of our research, 
and explain where it was situated, 
how formed, and the manner in which 
the mysterious door was hidden from 
our view. The temple is situated on 
the side of the Nile, between 200 and 
300 yards from its western bank ; it 
stands upon an elevation, and it- base 
is considerably above the level of the 
river. It is excavated in the mountain, 
and its front presents a flat surface of 
upwards of GO feet in height, above the 
summit of the sand immediately over 
the door, hut not so much as 40 on 
the north side, and a little more on 
the south ; the breadth is 117 feet. 
Above 30 feet of the height of tho 
temple, from tho base, is covered by 
the accumulated sand in the centre, 
and about fiO fcot on either side. The 
surface fronting the river is hemmed 
in by a mountain of sand leaning 
against it ; and the door in the centre 
is buried beneath this sand, which rises 
on each side of it, increasing the labour 
and difficulty of digging in a prodigious 
degree : for no sooner is the sand in 
the centre removed, than that on either 
side pours down, so that to gain a foot 
in the cent>;«, we had to remove the 
whole mass of sand which leaned 
against the temple ; this sand also was 
of so 'flue a description, that every 
particle of it w’ould go through an 
hour-glass. In front of the temple are 
four sitting colossal figures cut out of 
the solid mountain, chairs and all : 
they are, however, brought out so fully, 
that the backs do not touch the wall, 
but arc full eight feet from it ; and 
were it not for a narrow ridge of tho 
rock which joins them to the surface, 
from the back part of the necks down- 
wards, they would he wholly detached. 

One of the statues has been broken 
off by a fracture of thb mountain, from 
the waist upwards. There were ori- 
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ginally twenty-two monkeys above the 
frieze and cornice : of these there are 
not now above twelve perfeet. Under 
the arm of one of the great figures, we 
discovered the remains of the stucco 
with which they were once covered, 
and traces of red paint are discernible 
in many places. I think it very pro- 
bable the whole front of the temple 
was once covered with stucco ; more 
especially as they have used that mate- 
rial very liberally and skilfully in the 
decoration of the interior. Of the 
cornice over the door, which was once 
perfect, there is not at present more 
than a foot in breadth remaining, just 
over the comer where wo entered. 
In the progress of our labours, we 
discovered what had become of the 
rest ; and its mutilation caused us some 
very desponding evenings, as there 
was little indication of the temple being 
finished lower down than we could see. 

July 11. — On the first day, the fifty 
men that came w'orked very badly, 
and we found that the burthen of the 
song which they sung, by way of stimu- 
lating each other, was, ‘‘ that it was 
Christian money the/ wcx'c working 
for — that Christian money was very 
good, and th.at they would get as much 
of it as they could.” This Nubian 
song, though cheering to them, was not 
much so to us. In the evening we 
returned to the village of Abou-Simbel ; 
and perceiving we sliould never make 
any progress with people who, being 
sure of their pay whether they laboured 
well or ill, would only wc^k five hours 
in the day, we sent to the cashiefs, and 
concluded a bargain v.dth them and 
the natives “/o open the temple*^ for 
300 piastres. At this time none of us 
thought it would take more than four 
days to accomplish the undertaking ; so 
little^ did we know of the real nature of 
our enterprise. 

July 12. — In the morning, the two 
cashiefs and about one hundred men 
came and worked very well, thinking 
they could open the temple in one day. 
The chiefs requested w'e would not 
interfere in directing the labourers 
where to work^ as it was now their 
own affair : they had undertaken the 
task, and were responsible for its exe- 


cution. In the evening our boat’s 
crew came and begged the intercession 
of the cashiefs to make their peace 
with us. They were the more anxious 
for an accommodation, as by the 
quarrel they lost the heads, skins, and 
offal of the shee[ 

killed. We affected much reluctance, 
but ultimately forgave them ; the ca- 
shiefs bursting out into a violent rage 
against the crew, on our remarking 
that no European travellers would 
ever come into the country again, 
when they heard of the usage we had 
received. The dispute was scarcely at 
an end before our sailors asked for 
backsheeish ; this we positively refused 
till we arrived at Philse, and then only 
on condition of very good behaviour : 
all came now and kissed our hands in 
token of reconciliation. At sun-set 
we returned to the village of Abou- 
Simbel ; when the chief of the labourers 
asked for 200 out of the 300 piastres, 
though they had consented to be paid 
only when the temple was opened ; we 
were, however, obliged to give 150, 
but said we would give no more till 
the work was finished. 

July 13. — Only Halleel Cashief and 
about sixty men came; they worked very 
ill, and expressed doubts as to there 
being any door, though they had not 
yet got more than four feet down. 
While we were endeavouring to per- 
suade them to persevere, one of the 
natives, a carpenter, with an audible 
voice, made a speech, the substance of 
which was, “ that they would work the 
whole of that and the two successive 
days, and if in that time they found a 
door, well apd good; if not, they would 
labour no longer.” This declaration 
was received with tumultuous applause, 
in which we thought it good policy to 
join, as neither our approval or dis- 
pleasure would have had any weight 
with them ; and it was possible that 
our appearing to be in good humour 
with them might induce them to do 
their work more cheerfully. In the 
evening we returned to the village, 
complained to the cashiefs of the bad- 
ness of the work, and noticed the 
approach of the ramadan, when it was 
probable we should no longer be able 
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to get workmen, and therefore onr | 
present efforts would be useless. Both 
the brothers now promised us “ a host 
of men next morning,” and that they 
should begin early. Wliile we were 
discoursing, some Mograbins, on tlieir 
way from Cairo to Dongola, were intro- 
duced : we remarked their melancholy 
looks, but were then igiujrant of the 
cause. Our business being at an end, we 
retired to our boat, after having feasted 
on doura cake and dripping. 

July 14. — Rose early, and sent to 
the cashiefs that we were ready ; but, 
after waiting for three hours, they sent 
word to us to go, and they would join , 
us by land ; so busied were they in 
plundering the ]SIogral)ins, that we and 
our temple were not thought of. We 
accordingly went, and found only fifty 
men, who were doing little more than 
nothing ; and none of the leaders or 
attendants were present, except old 
Mouchmarr, an elderly servant of tlie 
cashiefs. We asked him the reason of 
his master’s absence, when lie said 
that we must not think him a Bar- 
bariii ; that he was an Arab, and only 
lived in this country by constraint ; 
that both the cashiefs were robbers, 
and were at that moment pillaging the 
caravan of Morocco ; and that the 
whole tribe of natives were nothing 
but a gang of thieves.” We could not 
help laughing at the remarks of the 
old man, which, though true enough, 
would have come better from another 
quarter, as he himself was quite as 
great a rogue as the rest. At noon 
Daoud Cashief arrived. The men still 
continuing to work without any energy, 
we remonstrated with Daoud, but only 
received promises of great doings on 
the morrow. We returned to the vil- 
lage in the evening, when the men 
asked for the remainder of the money ; 
this was refused, and in consequence 
there was much discontent. Halleel 
Cashief came and endeavoured to per- 
suade us to pay the money ; but we 
persisted in refusing till they should 
have worked the third day, according 
to their own promise. We were now 
told that if we paid the money, they 
would work the next morning ; but if 
not, that not a man of them w'ould come. 


We still refused, Halleel now asked 
for one of Mr. Salt’s handsome pipes, 
which the crew had told him was in the 
)oat ; having previously begged the 
janissary to give him his silk waist- 
coat, and requested of our Greek ser- 
vant his Mameluke sabre. This latter 
article belonged to Mr. Salt ; it was 
very valuable ; and to save it, we had 
pretended it was the property of the 
Greek, not thinking the cashief would 
condescend to beg of our servants. He 
lad also asked the soldier for his pis- 
tols, offering liini a slave in return 
all was how'ever refused. 

Tuesday y July 15. — Both ..cashiefs 
came, and some of the chiefs ; pmc in 
particular, a stranger, was highly 
dressed, and w'e were told ho was a 
leading character, and had much influ- 
ence with tho natives ; that nothing 
could be done without him. But we 
had now’ seen enough of the character 
of the Nubians to perceive that this 
was only a trick to induce us to give 
the new comer some presents ; and w’e 
therefore affected to take no notice of 
him, determined for the future to give 
no more than ^’c could help. In tho 
morning the men worked with somo 
spirit : our crew assisted them, and 
behaved w’ell ; but towards evening the 
w’ork w’cnt on badly. We returned to 
the village. On the way llassan told 
us wo must go back to PhiUo, in order 
to repair tlie boat, which he asserted 
to be leaky. We soon gave him to 
understand that we had no intention, 
of rcturninji' till we had accomplished 
our work. Soon after dark, Halleel 
came to the boat and repeated his 
request for the pipe, but was again 
refused. 

Wednesday y July 16. — First day of 
the moon, ramadaii or Turkish fast, 
during which they do not eat or drink 
from sun-rise to sun-set. Early this 
morning Halleel sent us a water- 
melon, and shortly after made his 
appearance, begging the pipe again, 
which, being worth upwards of sixty 
piastres, had greatly attracted liis 
notice. This third attempt was evaded, 
and he set off in a pet, without even 
taking leave, mountiTiTg his horse for 
Derry, where he intended passing tho 
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ramadaii. Wo now wont to Daoud's 
tent to pay him a fai'cwoU visit pre- 
vious to his departure. 11c asked us 
what were our intentions respecting the 
temple ? We told him we were deter- 
mined to work ourselves, and persevere 
till we came to the door. He appeared 
much surprised at this ; and said it was 
impossible wcj could succeed, recom- 
mending us to return, and come again 
after the month of ramadau — hoping 
doubtless to get more presents. To 
convince him of our lesolution to pro- 
ceed, we told him that the Nile would 
as soon change its course, as wc our 
determination when once it was taken. 
He now asked *tho sailors if we had 
solicited their assistance ; when they 
told him we had not mentioned the 
subject to them, which indeed was 
true. He then asked when we thought 
we should reach the door. We told him 
that was very uncertain, lie said if wc 
thought wo should be only three o» 
four days, he would remain, but if 
more, he must bo oft*. We answered 
that we expected it would be eight or 
ten days before our work was over ; but 
we promised, that whemJVer we should 
be near the door, we would ^ive him 
notice, that he might be present, and 
get his share of the gold. He gave a 
tacit sort of consent for us to proceed, 
and we took our leave, thanking him 
for what ho had done for us. Amongst 
the warlike instruments in his tent, we 
observed a shield made of a crocodile’s 
skin : it was remarkably strong ; one 
of the protuberances of tl • j animars 
back served for the boss or centre, and 
one of those of the tail for the hollow 
of the elbow. The natives assured us 
it would resist a musket ball. In 
general, Nubian shields are made of the 
skin of the hippopotamus. At twelve 
o’clock w'e sailed for the temple; and 
on the “passage took occasion to repre- 
sent to the reis and crow, that now we 
were about to be left together, we 
hoped they would continue to behave 
well and conduct themselves peaceably, 
promising on our part every indulgence 
they could reasonably expect, provided 
we had no fault to find with them. 
They all promised^© behave themselves 
orderly and quietly. We dined at one; 


and at three o* clock set off* to begin our 
labour, going up quietly that we might 
not wake the crew who were asleep on 
the beach ; as wc wished, by an appa- 
rent indifterence on our part as to 
whether they assisted or not, to keep 
down their demands. We now stripped 
to the waist and commenced, six in 
number, including the Greek servant 
and the janissary, with a good will, 
and soon found that we made consider- 
able progress. We resolved to keep to 
our work, and regularly to persevere 
from three o'clock till dark in the 
evenings, and from the very first dawn- 
ing of the day till nine in the mornings. 
After wo liad worked about an hour, 
some of the crew came up. They 
appeared astonished to see us labour- 
ing without our shirts, and expressed 
surprise at the progress we had made. 
They now began to assist, wdiich we 
appeared to take no notice of. They 
worked well ; and at dark we left oft*, 
having done as much as (speaking 
within bounds) forty of the natives 
would have done in au eutire day. Our 
hands certainly suffered a little from 
blisters : 1 had nine on one hand, and 
eight on the other. We were careful 
to encourage our sailors, and not to 
expect too much from them ; as their 
being prohibited from eating or even 
drinking during the day, rendered 
their case very different from ours. 
We returned to our boat in high glee 
at the favourable appearance of affairs. 
We had scarcely supped and retired to 
bed, when we heard a boat approach- 
ing. It proved to be that of Daoud 
Cashief, who was on his way to Derry : 
he had given passage to one of our 
sailors, who had waited behind at tho 
village to get bread made. He sent 
us a kid with a civil message, and a 
request that we would spare Inm some 
of our small coffee-cups, which were 
rather handsome. We sent him two ; 
and at the same time requested of him 
a ludri (a skin to contain water), which 
he gave us. Lastly, a message camo 
to siiy that ho had left several of hia 
servants behind him at Abou^Simbel, 
with orders to assist us with men ; 
to procure us supplies and provi- 
sions ; and, in short, to render us any 
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service we might require. We thanked 
him, and renewed our promise of 
apprising him when we should be near 
the door, that ho might not think we 
intended to open the temple secretly 
during his absence ; for they all believe 
we expect to find money. Daoud now 
departed. We gave our crew two pias- 
tres each man, and one to each of thu 
toys — there were six men and two boys 

and told them that if they consented 
to work at similar hours, and in the 
same manner as we did ourselves, they 
should daily receive the same sum. 
These conditions were acceded to with 
great apparent eagerness. 

Thursday y July 17. — We started 
at the dawn of day and worked hard, 
fourteen in number, till nearly nine 
o’clock, when the sun being at a con- 
siderable height, and shining directly 
on us, the heat obliged us to desist. 
We had made considerable progress ; 
and as we found that all our efforts 
were directed in the right way, we had 
reason to be well satisfied. The crew 
worked tolerably. Hassan was on the 
opposite side of the river getting bread 
made, and looking out for a sheep. 
We dined at one, and at three renewed 
our operations. One of the crew did 
not come this evening. We took no 
notice of it, resolving to give him only 
half a day’s pay. The rest worked 
pretty well. We continued till star- 
light, and made great progress. At 
the latter part of the evening, Hassan 
returned, but brought nothing with 
him. 

July 18. — In the morning, at the 
very first dawning of day, wc again 
started to our work and called the 
crew ; but, as we expected, from the 
moment Ilassan arrived, they all 
refused to work, alleging that the pay 
was not sufficient ; that it was now 
ramadan, and that they ought to have 
thirty piastres per day. Our janissary 
now informed us that they had spoken 
of this aloud in the night in order that 
he might tell us. Seeing them in this 
humour, we told them that tho‘^ e who 
did not -choose to work might let it 
alone. At half-past eight we left off, 
having done nearly as much work as 
if they had been with us : indeed we i 


were astonished to see what steady 
persevering labour would do. One of 
the Abou-Simbel men came this morn- 
ing and worked very fairly, promising 
to bring ten more on the morrow : 
there came also a chief from the oppo- 
site side of the river with an offer of 
twenty men. We told him our terms 
of two piastres per day for each man, 
and that it was our intention to pay 
the money into the men’s own hands, 
as we learnt that the cashiefs and 
chiefs had giveu each labourer one 
piastre only, and retained the other 
for themselves. At three, we renewed 
our operations. A few of the crew 
came, but worked very badly — we 
left off at dark. 

Saturday, July 19. — We commenced 
our labours before daylight. Only two 
of the crew came, and three other lads. 
The promised men from Abou-Simbel 
and the opposite side of the river not 
arriving, we continued working till 
half-past eight ; when, just as wc were 
about to leave off, Hailed Cashief and 
his court of bullies made their appear- 
ance in a boat ; and, landing near our 
bark, edrae up to see what was doing. 
Immediately wo saw them approach- 
ing we left off work, and, suspecting 
their roguish intentions, to foil them 
we went to bathe. The men from the 
opposite side of the river, about thirty 
in number, now arrived, but without 
tools : this disappointed us a little. 
On coming out of the water, we went 
to visit llalleel Cashief, as a compli- 
ment, and, to keep up appearances. 
Wliile B9 ^oing, a desperate dispute 
took place between our janissary and 
Hassan, who seeing the former was 
not armed, chased him into the boat 
with his drawn dagger, uttering savage 
imprecations. Halleel made a pretence 
to interfere ; but soon after, while we 
were settling the dispute, he sneaked 
away in his boat with all his attend- 
ants, without taking leave : indeed ho 
was off before we were aware, and wo 
were very glad to be rid of him. 

Our Greek servant now informed 
us that Halleel had asked for some 
coffee ; and, on being told there was 
none, had desired tlK> servant to say 
nothing to us about his having asked 
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for it. He was very inquisitive about 
the stay we intended to make ; and 
seemed desirous we should call on him 
at Derry on our return, no doubt in 
hope of getting something more. The 
men worked pretty well to-day. The 
Abou-Simbel man, who had promised 
to bring his nine assistants,Jiever made 
his appearance. This we clearly saw 
was Halleel’s doing. At night, when 
paying the men, we had a dispute with 
^me of them, who endeavoured to 
impose on u^ by false tickets. These 
tickets were slips of paper on which 
Mr. Delzoni wrote his name, an® issued 
them out to the workmen in the morn- 
ing ; and on. producing them in the 
evening they received their pay. This 
day the Darfur caravan, of four thou- 
sand camels, laden with gum, ivory, 
ostriej^- feathers, tamarinds, rhinoceros* 
horns, slaves, &c., passed on their way 
io Cairo. The mamelukes had made 
them pay 9000 dollars ‘ (upwards of, 
*2000/.) at Dongola. Some of the jclabs 
who led the caravan came . to see our 
operations. They had long Jiair 
gi’eased with oil, and hanging down in 
ringlets : some had it plaited. They 
wore sandals,, had each a long spear, 
and altogether were singula figures. 

Sunday f July 20. — At twilight we 
renewed our labours, and had sixty- 
four men to work. The crew stimu- 
lated them by a good example, which, 
coupled with our own personal attend- 
ance, produced a good morning’s 
labour. At three p.m. we recom- 
menced our operations and got on 
tolerably well. This evening one of 
Daoud Cashief’s staff arrived, with 
some aqua vitae and a few dates as a 
present. He also brought Irby and 
me some new Nubian clothes. Two 
■suits cost us twenty-four piastres, or 
twelve shillings ; double what we had 
given for better things of the same 
kind at Momfalout. In the evening 
our cook threw a kettle of water in the 
face of a fellow who asked him for 
money in a threatening manner. This, 
truly cook-like mode of assault un- 
sheathed the Barbarin’s sword (for 
the most trivial occurrence produces 
theii' drawn weapdhs), and it was with 
difficulty we could prevent some 


serious mischief from ensuing. At 
night Daoud Cashief’s messenger left 
us, having failed in an attempt to beg 
a pipe for his master. 

Monday ^ July 21. — This day no men 
came from (he opposite side of the 
river, but we had about forty from 
Abou-Simbel. They worked tolerably 
well, and brought to light the bend of 
the right arm of the^ statue, to the 
north of the door, which was much 
broken. The discovery was highly 
satisfactory to us, as it proved that the 
statues were seated, and, consequently, 
that we should not have no dig down 
so deep as if they had been standing 
figures. In the evening, the men 
worked pretty woll ; and towards the 
close of the day, we uncovered a pro- 
jecting part of the wall roughly chi- 
selled, uneven in its surface, and hav- 
ing every appearance of unfinished 
work. As far as we could see down, 
which was not more than six or eight 
inches, it still continued the same. 
The projection was about four inches 
from the plane surface of the front of 
the temple, and it appeared to fill up 
the whole space between the two 
centre statues. This being exactly the 
place where we expected to find the 
door, the sudden change from a flat 
finished exterior to a coarsely-chiselled 
uneven surface, was precisely the cir- 
cumstance most calculated to give tho 
impression that the temple was unfl« 
nished, and that there w^as no door. 
Indeed we could not in any other way 
account for an appearance so extraor- 
dinary and unexpected. Discouraging 
as this discovery was, we nevertheless 
resolved to proceed with our work, 
and to dig d(hvn till w'e had ascer- 
tained, beyond all possibility of doubt, 
whether there was an entrance or 
not. 

About eleven o’clock at night, a boat 
andved from the opposite aide. They 
did not make any noise ; but the reis 
sent word that he had brought a sheep 
for us. The message was accompa- 
nied with the present of a water-melon. 

Tuesday t July 22. — At daylight wo 
found a great assemblage of people, 
the boat having brought them over in 
the night ; and at the same time then 
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arrived a considerable number of per- 
sons from Abou-Simbcl. As these two 
parties amounted to treble the number 
we wanted, we retired to our boat to 
avoid disputes, leaving thirty tickets 
with old Mouchmarr, with instruction 
to employ only that number. Return- 
ing in about half an hour, we found 
he had only given out twenty of the 
tickets, keeping the other ten to him- 
self *, and so intending to pocket twenty 
piastres. While we were settling this 
with the old rogue, a violent quarrel 
ensued between the natives of Abou- 
Simbel and the party from the opposite 
shore, as to who should be employed ; 
and, after much noise and confusion, 
hostilities liaving commenced in a 
slight degree between the parties, the 
whole of them, amounting to nearly 
two hundred, departed, shouting and 
hooting, the stronger party not per- 
mitting the Abou-Simbel people to 
work. As they retired, our crew sere- 
naded them with repeated cries of 
“barout, barout,” which meaus pow- 
der, powder, an article they are not 
very partial to. In the evening we 
renewed our labours without any as- 
sistance ; but soon had the crew and 
about twenty volunteers, who worked 
very w’cdl, considering we had only 
three implements, the Abou-Simbcl 
men having taken away four out of 
the seven vve had hitherto used. The 
' instrument was 
of this form, and 
the mode of 
working was to fix it per- 
j)on(licularIy in the sand, 
and then to pull it forward 
by a cord attached to it ; 
one person wJis stationed at 
the handle to fix it in the sand, and 
another at the cord by which it was 
pulled forward. Instead of one, tlie 
Arabs generally employed from four 
to six men at the cord, Tliis evening 
wo came to the chair of the statue ; 
but still there was no indication of a 
door ; the unfinished work continuing, 
though the figure, drapery iihd all, 
was perfectly finished, as far as we 
could see down, 

Wednesday y July 23.~It was curi- 
ous to observe in the morning, on the 
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smooth surface of the sand, drifted by 
the night breeze, the tracks of the* 
snakes, lizards, and other animals, 
which had come down to the water’s 
side during the night to drink ; and 
we could plainly discern the traces of 
their return to their solitary haunts in 
the desert. Sometimes these tracts 
indicated the presence of reptiles of 
considerable size ; and we now could 
easily account for the dread our guides 
expressed of walking near the water’s 
side on the night we returned from 
the second cataract. Wo renewed our 
operations at the very first appearance 
of day, and soon had about twenty-six 
workmen, together with the crc' Be- 
tween eight and nine o’clock, as tho 
people were working, we perceived a 
boat full of men coming over from tho 
opposite side. As soon as the Abou- 
I Simhel people made them out, they all 
set off with old Mouehnmrr at their 
Lhead ; the latter saying he knew who 



they were, and would go and treat 
with them, as they were coming to 
■ x^revent onr work. Tho old follow, it 
I apx)eared afterwards, was more intent 
on hi.s own srfety ; as both ho and his 
I party wtxit and hid them.selves in caves 
I in the moyntains. Suspecting some- 
thing, we sent for all our arms from 
the boat, and waited the event. The 
newly-arrived party now made their 
! appearance, about forty in number, 
' armed mostly with muskets, x>istolH, 
sabres, and jiikos ; they were much 
1 better dresscMl, and made a better 
I figure tlijjjti the attendants of Daoud 
and Hailed, There were two with 
white turbans, wlio appeared to bo the 
leaders : these approached in advance 
of their attimdaiits ; and, after the usual 
salaams and ceremony of salute, seated 
themselves near us, and presented us 
with two shccj>, which their men had 
brought with them. We now desired 
onr jnni''.sary to ask them the iiibmtioii 
of their visit, and to toll them we had 
nothing to dispose of, having given all we 
had to spare to the two cashiefs below. 
They replied that they wanted nothing; 
that they were in the employ of tlio 
pasha ; that their office was to kce|> 
order and tranquillUy in the country, 
and that they wished to know if any 
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obstacles on the part of the inhabitants 
rendered their assistance necessary, as 
they were ready to be of service to ns, 
hoping that on our return to Cairo, we 
should not fail to speak favourably of 
them to the pasha. We replied that 
we were going on tolerably well, and 
that we did not stand in need of any 
assistance. After sitting about half 
an hour, they went down to the other 
temple, followed by all their attend- 
ants, and soon after sent our Greek 
servant up with a message, that 
they were at war with the other two 
cashiefs ; that they w'ere greater than 
they ; that they were the governors of 
this country ; that when the others I 
killed one man, they could kill two ; ' 
in short, that we had given a gun, 
shawl, soap, and tobacco, to both 
Daoud and Halleel, and why, they 
wished to know, was nothing given to 
them, who possessed double the autho- 
rity in this country, and could prevent, 
Our labour whenever they pleased ? 
that they must have the same, and 
moi'e presents than we had already 
given, or that we should not open the 
temple.” They also wished to know 
under what authority w'o acted, and 
desired to see our firman. We replied 
to these menaces by the same state- 
ment we had made on their arrival, 
viz, that we had already given away 
all we had to give ; and we added, that 
as we had both tho pasha’s and 
Deftarda Bey’s firman for doing what 
w’e were about, any violence offered to 
us would be sure to reach their ears. 
Their answer was that they cared no- 
thing about the pasha. On seeing I 
the firmans, they said they were good i 
for nothing, being written iu Turkish, 
not Arabic ; that they had no Turkish 
interpreter ; and that were the firmans 
even iu Arabic, nothing but presents 
would induce them to permit us to 
proceed. The crew now thought it a 
favourable opportunity to ask for one 
of the sheep (for each of which we 
had given ten piastres), but we refused 
their request, saying, that they were 
inistaken if they thought it a proper 
time to ask gifts, when other people 
Were endeavouring ^o plunder us 5 that 
soon as the banditti were gone, and 


we were our own masters, we might 
give them something, but never through 
fear of them, or to gain their favour. 
.Soon after, the two cashiefs and their 
gang proceeded to Abou-Simbel. We 
now leanit that they were Mahommed 
and AH Cashief ; that they lived a little 
above Derry, on the opjiosite side of 
the river; and were at war with Daoud 
and Malleel, in consequence of their 
grandfather (Hassan’s father) having 
killed some relation of AH’s many 
years ago. This is what the Barbarins 
call the “ warfare of blood for blood 
and it always lasts till an individual of 
one family is sacrificed to appease the 
other.* Sometimes this hostility ex 
ists for many ages between fatniiies 
and it is for this reason that a mar-* 
derer, who is one of our crew, dares not 
go to Philm or the neighbourhood of As- 
suan, where he committed the crime. 

At three p.m, wo renewed our ope- 
rations, and had a considerable number 
of assistants. It was truly ridiculous 
to see old Mouchmarr now make liis 
appearance, with his matchlock in his 
hand, and a few of the Abou-Simbel 
people. He took especial care to ex- 
amine both up the river and down, to 
bo sure that the cashiefs were w'ell out 
of sight ; and when he found the coast 
clear, he came to us to relate how his 
people had been in the habit of mak- 
ing slaves and prisoners of the other 
party ; what numbers they had bound 
together and thrown into the Nile, &c. 
We rallied liim about liis promising to 
treat with them. We found that the 
cashiefs had prevented many of our 
assistants from coming, and that they 
had plundered the whole country, tak- 
ing two sheep !from every sackey, and 
leu piastres from those who could not 
procure the animals. We also learnt 
that a fine of four dollars (thirty- six 
piastres) was to be levied on every one 
who came to our assistance. This- 
evening our men worked very well ; 
as they did not belong to Ahou-Simhel, 
they knew they were out of the cashiefs’ 
reach. 

* ** Tho revenger of blood Wmself shall slay 
the murderer.” Numbers, xxxv. )9. “Ye shall 
take no satisfaction for the life of a murderer.** 
Ibid. 31. 
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Thursday, July 24. — At dawn of 
day we went to work again ; as we had 
broken our water-jcirs we asked the 
crew for our ludri which we had lent 
tliem ; but Hassnn said it wasramadan, 
and that as they could not drink water 
in the day-time, they wanted our ludri 
to keep it cool for them in the evening, 
and that they Avould return it when 
they got to PhiUo. We gave them to 
undex-stand that we liked cool water as 
well as they did, and desii'^cd the janLs- 
sai’y to take the skin without further 
ceremony ; asking them at the same 
time if that was gratitude for the sheep 
we gave them yestci'day. Hassan an- 
swered, that the sheep was lean and 
good for nothing, or we should not 
have given it. This morning we had 
about twenty woi’kmen, but neither 
Mouchmarr nor the Abou-Simbel men 
came. After we had worked about an 
hour, a party of about thirty came 
from the opposite side and volunteered 
to assist : as they were more than we 
wanted, and came late, wc told them 
we would give them only one and a 
half piastre each : this they rejected at 
first, but afterwards accepted. An 
hour afterwards four other men came 
and solicited employ : these we refused, 
when one of them displaying a dirty 
white turban as a flag, drew the whole 
party off with a shout. In a quarter 
of an hour, however, they returned ; 
and the w'ork went on pretty well, the 
armed ruffians not making their ap- 
pearance. In the evening the people 
worked badly, being so numerous that 
one skulked behind the other. 

Friday, J uly 25.— -We got up at dawn 
of day and found one hundred men 
assembled, though the night before we 
told them that we did not want any 
more assistance. We explained this to 
them again, adding, that at most we 
could not employ more than twenty. 
They replied, that we must employ 
them all or none. Seeing them in this 
mood, we returned to our boat, resolv- 
ing to wait till they were all gop j ; and 
knowing* that the heat of the sun at 
nine o’clock would drive them away. 
After much noise amongst themselves, 
and numerous ineffectual parleys, they 
all set off, taking all the implements 


with them, and threatening our ci*ew 
that, if they assisted us, they would 
acquaint Daoud and Halleel Cashief of 
it ; thus showing that these brothers 
had ordered that no assistance was to 
be rendered us. Our sailors laughed 
at them, saying, they cared nothing 
about the cashiefs or any one else. 
Soon after this, the whole rabble 
crossed the water, having a dirty white 
turban (the prophet’s banner) hoisted. 
At three we renewed our work with 
six instruments which we had made 
ourselves. The crew, and also that of 
another bark came, and assistance was 
offered by a few others. We g.t on 
tolerably well. 

Saturday, July 26. — At dawn of 
day we went up to our employment, 
with the same hands we had the pre- 
ceding evening, in all about twenfy- 
three pei-sons. Our servants had 
another quarrel with the crew. A 
mamcluke arrived from Dongola ; he 
reported his countrymen in great mi- 
sery at that place. We now learned 
that Mahomined and Ali Cashief were 
gone down the river again with their 
plunder. Irf the evening we renewed 
our opoi^tions. A man who had re- 
ceived money for our bread on the 
opposite side of the river, refused to 
bidng it : we had a dispute in conse- 
quence, and, after much noise and 
confusion, half the quantity we had 
paid for was brought. We found the 
price of everything we bought had 
doubled since our arrival ; the natives 
hoping b)i- these means to force us to 
relinquish our work ; and, with our 
eyes open, we were obliged to submit 
to the imposition. 

Sunday, July 27. — At dawn of day 
we set to work again, and had only two 
assistants besides the crew, who worked 
remarkably well. Several volunteers 
came, but we rejected them on account 
of their laziness. One of our two 
assistants sang a song to cheer up the 
crew : this is their constant custom 
when working ; the words were as 
follows : “ Oh ! Nubia, rny country, 
thou smellest like arose ; when 1 sleep 
1 dream of thee, and thou appearest a 
garden full of flowefs.” Our ideas of 
Nubia, where a flowering shrub is 
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scarcely ever seen, were not in unison 
with this song ; but it was a new jjroof 
of that happy disposition which nature 
implants in the breast of every man to 
love his native soil, be it what it may. 

“ The naked negro, panting at the line. 
Boasts of his golden sands and palmy wine : 
liasks in the glare, or stems the tepid wave, 
And thanks his gods for all the good they gave. 
Such is tlie patriot’s boast where’er we roam, 
llis first, best country, ever is, at home.” 

At three o’clock we recommenced our 
operations. While wc were working, 
a spy arrived from Daoud Cashief, 
who, after having deliberately examined 
us, began talking to the crew to draw 
them oft' from the work, and aslced old 
Mouchmarr, who had just arrived 
from the village with some bread, how 
he dared assist us ; adding, tliat the 
cashiefs would cut oft' his head for it. 
This news did not appear very agree- 
able to our friend, who now desisted 
from working. Our young mameluke' 
friend, who understood the Barbarin 
language unknown to the crew and 
natives, told us of this. The spy next 
informed us that a firman had arrived 
from tiie Grand Signior \o supersede 
the pasha in his government, *and that 
new troops were now at Cairo. So 
paltry an attempt to alarm us w'as met 
by a hearty laugh, which made both 
the spy and his countrymen look very 
foolish ; until, seeing the joke went 
against them, they put it off by a laugh 
also. In the evening old Mouchmarr 
came to be paid for his bread ; and, on 
being asked to bring more, buid he did 
not like to tell us a falsehood — that he 
had strict injunctions against bringing 
anything more, or, indeed, rendering 
us any further assistance. We further 
learned, that the whole of the natives 
on both sides of the river had mutually 
agreed that nothing was to be sold to 
us ; but it was hinted that we might 
have some men to work if we chose ; 
however, as our money w’as getting 
low, and we found that we did almost 
as much without as with them,w’c sent 
word that we wanted none of them: 
'W’e had three days’ bread, and our 
Work had arrived ijt such a point that 
we should soon ascertain whether there 
was any door or not : we felt ourselves, 


therefore, quite independent of our 
troublesome neighbours. Mouchmarr 
now took liis leave. It is but justice 
to the old man to say that ho behaved 
better than any of his countrymen. 

Monday^ July 28. — We commenced 
our operations at the usual hour, with 
only our sailors and the mameluke, no 
Abou-Simbelmen making theirappear- 
ance„ All worked pretty Avell. This 
morning no milk was brought. We 
affected to take no notice of this ; and 
at breakfast were particularly careful 
that the crew (who came down and 
were watching us narrowly, to see what 
effect the want of this luxury would 
have upon us) should observe no 
change in our manner, that they might 
report to the natives the poor success 
of their scheme. At three we renewed 
our labours. While working, an Abon- 
Simbel man came to see Avhat was 
going on. He said, that if we wished 
it, a certain number of people would 
come from each sackey to assist ; and 
he asked us if we wanted provisions. 
We refused all assistance. He then 
asked if we could live on stones. We 
replied, that wc had a boat, and could 
go and fetch Avhatever we wanted, and 
that money would ahvays procure 
something. He now said we might 
think ourselves fortunate in having a 
soldier of the pasha’s with us ; as, 
were it not for fear of the conse- 
quences, in case anything should hap- 
pen to him, the whole body of natives 
would prevent our work by force. We 
replied, that we were determined to 
proceed ; and that even were the sol- 
dier not with us, we Avould persist in 
our undertakiyg. He now began to 
brag of the number of armed people 
they could muster from the neighbour- 
hood ; we, however, laughed at him 
aud he left us, having failed in all 
his designs. Our crew this evening 
worked very Avell ,* and Ave thought it 
good policy to tell them we noticed 
their exertions. 

Tuesday^ July, 29. — At dawn of 
day Ave recommenced our labours with 
the crew, and made considerable pro- 
gress. No strangers made their appear- 
ance; the one who assisted us yesterday 
being deterred by the threats of tho- 
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spy. In the evening, at throe, wo re- 
newed our work. Towards the close of 
day, the sailors requested to be dis- 
missed, that they might go to Abou- 
Simbel to get bread for themselves. 
We suspected some bad intentions on 
their part, but said nothing. Hassan 
had previously endeavoured to steal 
some of our doura ( for bread wo had 
none); but we were too sharp for him, 
and made his boy give us back what he 
had taken. 

Wednesday ^ J nly, 30. — At twilight 
we went to work again; the crew com- 
ing as usual. This morning a man 
brought US milk again; but said ho w'as 
obliged to do it clandestinely. This 
was a real luxury; as wo found, after 
four hours* hard work on an empty 
stomacdi, that a Umited ration of doura 
grain, dried dates, and water, to which 
we were now reduced, was not very 
sumptuous fare. The reis of the bark, 
who had before cheated us of our bread, 
now made his appearance with some 
spirituous* liquors, which he said he 
had brought as a present from the wife 
of Daoud Cashief. VVe clearly saw 
that this was a trick to get a present 
for the bearer, which is expected to be 
double the value of the article given. 
We therefore refused it as a gift; but 
olfered to purchase it. After some 
hesitation he consented. It was the 
spirit distilled from the date; but with- 
out the addition of aniseed, which in 
Egypt makes it palatable. We gene- 
raWy took a little before dinner as a 
t<jnic ; for, without something of the 
kind (the average of the thermometer 
being 112® Fabrenheit in the shade), 
we found that we had no appetite. As 
soon as be had got his money he took 
himself olf to the other side of the 
river, having evidently come to see if 
we yet began to complain of the want 
of provisions. But although we had 
nothing to eat but doura, and only 
enough of that for four days, we never 
once mentioned the subject to him. 
This evening we came to a projectipn, 
evidently a cornice, though .nuch 
broke^i by the shock of an immense 
block of stone that had fallen on it. 
]Beneath the projection, we found a 
j»lane and smooth surface, and a tablet 
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of neat hieroglyphics, highly finished, 
carved upon it. This strong indica- 
tion of a door cheered us greatly. 

At three we returned to our opera- 
tions; and, by digging down and carry- 
ing away the sand in two boxes, wo 
removed a sufficient quantity to mako 
out about a foot of a tablet surmounted 
by n torus, aud one end of a broken 
cm^nico above it ; which, having been 
broken by some accident, had evidently 
been chiselled away subsequently, with 
the design of renewing it. The fur- 
rowed surface, and the marks of the 
tools in all directions, though rude 
and unfinished, prove this to be tlio 
case; and thus the mystery of the i.n- 
favourable ajipearancus wliich had for- 
merly given us so much uneasiness 
was cleared up. This evening Hassan 
asked, with more than usual impu- 
dence, for the pay of the crew, adding, 
that he wanted it before it was dark. 

Thursday, J uly 31. — At twilight w« 
resumed our ta.sk, and palisadoed the 
part wliicli wo supposed to bo immedi- 
ately over the door, by driving in piles 
of date and j)Ouring at tlio 

back of jbem mud mixed with sand, to 
keep tile outer sand from running in 
between them. J nst as we were going 
to leave olf work, some armed men 
came from the opposite side of tho 
river, who had been called over by 
Hassan ; when we in«iuired the reason 
of iiis sending for them, he said he 
wanted tho boat from the ojipositeside, 
to go and get some provisions for the 
crew. Cur sailors talked freely with 
the strangers, who a\>pcarcd very in- 
tent on what we were doing. This 
day the mameluko took his departure 
for Cairo. Ho went on a small reed 
raft which a Nubian was conducting 
down the river. Hassan ran with 
great eagerness to send some /nessago 
by tlic Nubian ; no doubt to apprise 
the casliiefs below of the progress of 
our work. 

In tho evening we resumed our la- 
bours, with the crew and two strangers; 
and towards sun-set we came to tho 
corner of the door ; it was rather 
broken. The saihg^s, on seeing it, ex- 
pressed great signs of joy, uttering 
cries of backslieeish, backslieeish,’* 
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and immediately asked us if it was not 
true, that we had promised them 
money whenever we should find the 
■door. We replied, that we certainly 
had promised them a present, and 
would give it when we had entered the 
temple. The fellows now began work- 
ing hard to enlarge the entrance, ap- 
pearing in high good humour, and oc- 
casionally repeating the favourite word 
backsheeish,” tyep, tyep — good good. 
At dusk we had made an aperture 
nearly large enough for a man’s body; 
but we could not tell whether it would 
be necessary to draw up the sand from 
the entrance or not, which left us in 
great uncertainty as to the time when 
our labours would end; for, should the 
temple be much filled with sand, we 
might have a prodigious deal of work 
to do yet. When we returned to the 
boat, llassan told Captain Irby and 
myself, it was totally impossible we 
could ever get into the temple by paK- 


sadoing ; that the sand would fall on 
us as fast as we dug down, and that it 
was like attempting to dig into the 
Nile : at the same time lie offered to 
forfeit his beard if we succeeded. All 
the crew joined in the same assertion. 
But we knew that it was the only me- 
thod of getting at the door, unless we 
cleared it altogether, which would have 
taken a good month more. 

We resolved to begin the next mom. 
ing by moon -light, and apprised the 
crew of our intention, that they might 
not think w’e wanted to steal in by our- 
selves, and thus bring away the gold 
unknown to them. As the day’s dis- 
covery had put us all in good humour, 
our sailors attempted to profit by it. 
They asked our cook for his new silk 
waistcoat, and begged of the Greek his 
new blue gown. From us they did not 
solicit anything further, thinking it 
best to wait till they got our back- 
slieeish. 


CHAPTER II. 

Jlenewccl Complaints of aurCrew — We effect an Entrance into the Temple— Statues found la it 
— Colossal Statues in the Eront — The Interior of the Temple — Paintings on the Walb — 
Description of the small Temple — We start on our return — The Cashiefs — Temples at 
Derry— At Armada— At Sabour— At Dffideua— At Dekki— At Garbe Girslio— At Garbo 
Dendour— Unable to visit the Temple at Knlapsche— Huins at H indaw— Temple at 
Dabotide— rresent from our Crew— riUla?— General Observations on 2Subia and its 
Inhabitants. 


At moonlight on Friday morning, 
August 1st, the anniversary of the 
battle of the Nile, we rose and went 
to work. We called the crew; but, as 
they did not appear in any hurry to 
come, wc went up alone with lights. 
While making our arrangements to 
begin, wo heard a great noise below, 
plainly distinguishing Hassaii’s roaring 
voice* above all the rest; and the w’ord 
backsheeish frequently repeated. The 
Greek servant being sent down for a 
lamp, returned with an account that 
they were all abusing us; and com- 
plaining that, after having w'orked Iiard 
for us, they only received two piastres 
per day, instead of four, which they 
merited (althoifgh their wages from 
ithe reis are only from 'seven to nine 


piastres per month). We were called 
Christian dogs without faith ; and they 
said we must take all our things out of 
the boat immediately, as they w'ould 
stay no longer, having remained till 
they were tired, and in a place where 
they could get no provisions. Mr. 
Belzoni now went down to find our 
hammer wliich was mislaid; but re- 
solved to abstain from any argument 
with them. Immediately on seeing him 
they all fell down on their knees, and be- 
gan praying, bowing dow'n,and kissing 
the gi'ound, according to their custom. 
He took no notice of them; but brought 
all our arms and ammunition up. The 
janissary also went and brought his 
pistols; Hassan saying in his hearing, 
that he must carry a soldier on his 
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back to Derry, implying that he must 
murder the janissary, though it was 
but the day before that he came to him 
saying tliat he wislied to make peace, 
and that what lie had formerly said 
against him came from his warmth of 
temper, and not from his heart. 

As soon as we had commenced 
w'orking by candlelight, one of the 
crew came to say that we must embark 
immediately and depart, or land our I 
effects and lot the boat go, as they 
could w'ait no longer. We sent word | 
that they might go whenever they | 
pleased ; but it would be to their own j 
loss if they did, as we would pay them 
nothing ; and that for our part we 
■were determined to remain till our 
work was completed. The crew now 
made their appearance in a body, 
dressed in their turbans and gowns, as 
at Elpha ; this being their custom when 
they wish to appear of conse<iueuco. 
They were armed w'ith long sticks, 
pikes, swords, daggers, and two okl 
rusty pistols, which would be more 
likely to kill the person who fired, 
than him who was fired at. In reply 
to our inquiry of what they wanted, 
they made long complaints of being 
badly paid, and of never having re- 
ceived any adequate recompense for 
having brought us provisions from the 
neighbouring villages, and for all their 
other endeavours to please us ; that 
they had waited licre till the last mo- 
ment, and must now go down the river; 
all at the same time joining in savage 
imprecations, and scraping the sand 
with their hatchets and swords. The 
reis, who was the foremost of the party, 
in a feigned paroxysm of anger, threw 
the sand up in his face, wbere the per- 
spiration caused it to stick.* At the 
same time we were accused of calling 
out ^ barout, barout,” to the Abou- 
Simbel people, though it was them- 
selves that first taught us the meaning 
of that word. 

As all this farce was performed to 
intimidate us, and to extort a sum of 
money as a reward for remaining +^11 
the temple was opened, we took care 
that they should see by our conduct 

■ * “ They cried out, and cast off their clothes , 
and threw dust into the air.”— -Acts, xxii. 23. 


that the scheme entirely failed. Avoid- 
ing, therefore, all passionate behaviour, 
we replied coolly and deliberately to 
all their lying imputations, telling tliem 
that if they studied their own inte- 
rests, they would behave very differ- 
ently ; that this, of all others, was the 
most unlikely method to obtain any 
thing from us; and that, as they had 
stjiyed ninety-nine days, why not re- 
main the hiindre<lth ? At length one 
of the crew stepped forward, and pre- 
tended to bo a peace -maker. The 
janissary, meantime, had squeezed 
himself through the whole, and entered 
the temple du)'ing the debate, unknown 
to them ; till one of the strangers, 
having stolen behind to see what work 
we had done, found it out, and apprised 
the crew. Seeing themselves foiled 
in every way, they now pretended to 
suffer the mediator, with some reluct- 
ance, to disarm them ; and then, strip- 
ping, began to work, laughing and 
repeating tyep, tyep — good, good, 
Derby tyep fberby means temple). 
We deemed it our best policy to sup- 
press our feelings, and appear recon- 
ciled. Hassafl had told the cook that 
they could murder us all if they chose ; 
that neither law nor justice were known 
in this country ; that they could, after 
committing tlio crime, fly to the moun- 
tains, where no one would pursue 
them ; that they were not the poor 
people wc took them for ; that they had 
kept the French at bay four years ; 
tliat they kept their own slaves, cattle, 
&c. &c. « 

Wo were now enabled to enter tlie 
temple ; and thus ended all our doubts 
and anxiety. Wo built a wall to barri- 
cade the door ; it was made of stones 
and mud, with a foundation of date-' 
trees driven in to prevent the sand 
from giving way. A toad crept ^out of 
the temple while we were thus em- 
ployed, and liid himself in the rubbish 
at the entrance. We brought down to 
the boat some statues of calcareous 
stone, which wc found in the temple. 
There were two sphinxes, emblem- 
atical of Osiris (lion’s body and hawk^s 
head) ; a monkey similar to those over 
the cornice, only smatler ; and a kneel- 
ing female figure, with an altar, having 
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a rain’s head on it, in her lap. At 
three we went to work again. Two of 
the Aboii-Simbel peasants came, and 
appeared astonished that we had suc- 
ceeded. They said the country people 
had no idea we should have accom- 
plished our undertiikiiig. They ap- 
peared to think the temple would make 
a good hiding-place for their cattle, &c., 
whenever the Bedouins came to rob 
them. 

Saturday^ August 2.— -We continued 
working at the wall before the door. 
Hassan asked for some of our money 
to go and purchase a sheep, stimulated, 
no doubt, by the expectation of tlie 
share they always had, viz. the entrails, 
skin, and head, none of the former of 
which the crew rejected : indeed, on 
one occasion, I saw one of them gnaw- 
ing the raw head as they were skinning 
the animal. Having no provisions left 
but doura, a grain not unlike pearl- 
barley, we told Hassan it w'as to no»| 
purpose to bring us meat when we had 
no bread ; and that unless he brought 
the latter, wo did not wish for the 
former. He now took the money, pro- 
mising to bring us bread^also. We did 
not employ the sailors this •evening, 
having tinished the wall. Hassan 
was roaring and grumbling all day 
about money, in hopes that his bawling 
would induce us to give more. We 
took no notice of him, determined to 
give none until they had put the statues 
into the boat ; for we perceived there 
wiis a gi'eat difficulty made about re- 
moving them. This day alUthc mea- 
surements of the temple were taken, 
both externally and internally ; Captain 
Irby and I undertaking this task, while 
our companions were employed about 
their di^awiugs. Towards the close of 
the evening, the man brought us some 
cakes of doura and a sheep, for which, 
howcvdi*, ho made us pay thirteen 
piastres, a third more than the articles 
were worth. 

Sunday, August 3. — This morning 
some Abou-Sirabel people brought us 
some butter and a lamb. We told them, 
however, that now they might keep 
their provisions to themselves. In the 
evening the crew,ft,fter much disputing 
'with Hassan (who was against the 


measure), put the statues into the 
boat; this being the condition on which 
they were to receive the backsheeish. 
Soon after this we gave them ^present 
of forty piastres amongst them. We 
had considerable difficulty in satisfying 
them ; for the reis, on perceiving the 
money, snatched it up, saying it was 
his share. We, however, took it from 
him, and distributed it according to 
our original plan. 

I shall now give some further par- 
ticulars respecting the exterior of the 
temple, and then proceed to notice the 
most prominent beauties of the interior. 
The four colossal figures in front of 
the temple are all of men ; they are in 
a sitting posture, above sixty feet high, 
and the two which we have partly un- 
covered, arc sculptured in the best 
style of Egyptian art, and are in a 
much higher state of preservation 
than any colossal statues remaining 
in Egypt. They are uncovered at 
present only as far as the breast. 
Before the recent excavations one of 
the faces was alone partly visible, and 
part of the head-dress of the other 
remaining two. The face of the statue, 
No. 2, whether taken in the front view 
or profile, exhibits one of the most 
perfect specimens of beauty imagin- 
able. It has so far resisted the effects 
of time, as not to have the least scratch 
or imperfection ; and there is that 
placid serenity which one admires in 
most of the Egyptian countenances. 
The face of the statue. No. 3, has a 
more serious aspect; the nose is not so 
aquiline, nor is the mouth so well 
turned : it is not, however, without its 
beauties, and j[)erhap3 a connoisseur 
would say the features possess more 
character than the former. The 
statues are not, however, without their 
imperfections ; the necks are shorty 
out of all proportion, and the ears aro 
placed considoi'ably too high, a defect 
very common amongst the Egyptian 
figures ; the bodies also seem to lean 
rather too much forward for the na- 
tural position of a sitting figure. How- 
ever, it is scarcely fair to pass judg- 
ment on this latter defect, as, being 
partly uncovered, they could not b© 
seen to proper advantage. 
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Little or no space appears to have 
been left between the figures on either 
side, and scarcely more in the centi’e 
than ayfficient for the door. Imme- 
diately above the door, which was 
formerly surmounted by a cornice, 
now broken, is a tablet of hierogly- 
phics, over which is an oblong square 
niche enclosing a standing figure of a 
hawk-headed Osiris, in full relief, pro- 
jecting no more than tlic depth of tlie 
niche itself. On the head of this 
figure is a globe; and below, on each 
side of the legs, are two symbols, which 
appear suspended from its hands ; one 
is a small female figure, the other a 
staff surmounted with the dog’s or 
fox’s head. On either side of the niche 
is a female figure in intaglio, present- 
ing an oftering to the deity; and there 
ai*e various hieroglyphic inscriptions, 
probably descriptive of the oblations. 
The cornice above the door {ireseiits a 
very curious /apj.carance ; it has bcein 
broken by a lull of part of the I’ock 
above, and the chisel has since been 
evidently enjployed to form the re- 
maining part into some otner shape, 
or to fashion it for the reception of a 
new cornice, or some other oriiamciit 
of that description. 

The interior of the temple is 154 
feet long, by 5*2 broad ^exclusive of the 
side chanibei’s) ; it is comprised of 
fourteen separate apartments, whereof 
the first is the principal hall, 57 feet 
by 52 ; the second an ante-chamber, 
37 feet by 25 ; the narrow chamber, 
crossing the other two, 37 ft. by 9 ft. 
11 in. ; after which comes the sanc- 
tuary, 23 ft. 7 in. by 12 ft. 3 in. ; the 
rest are side apartments, placed in 
various directions. The interior of 
this temple is a w'ork not inferior to 
any excavation in Egypt or Nubia, not 
even excepting the tombs of the kings; 
indeed, the effect produced oii first 
entering it is more striking than any 
which those can afford ; the loftiness 
of the ceiling; the imposing height of 
the square pillars, and of the erect 
colossal statues, full 30 ft. high, at- 
tached to them ; and the dimensions 
cf the apartments, which are on a 
much larger scale than any of the 
other excavations; all contribute to 


render the interior of this temple not 
less admirable than its splendid ex- 
terior. 

The sculpture on the walls is not so 
vrell finished, nor the colouring so per- 
fect, as in the tombs of the kings; but 
the composition and invention of tho 
design, and its spirited execution, may 
be considered as equal to anything in 
Egypt. Tho extreme heat and close- 
ness of the apartments, occasioned by 
the want of a free circulation of air, 
liave contributed materially to injure 
the paint; but enough of the colouring 
still remains to enable the spectator 
to judge of what is lost, and to con- 
vince him of tho original beauty of the 
w’ork. The most conspicuous groups 
ai)pear to represent the victories of. 
some celebrated hero, apparently tho 
same who is depicted at Medinct Aboo, 
Luxor, Carnack, and other parts of 
Egypt, together with tlie triumphant 
processions and consequent offerings 
to the deities. There is little differenco 
in these groups from tho similar 
sculptures in the buildings above- 
mentioned ; the hero appears in the 
same mannftr in his car ; he is of a 
gigantic stature, and is destroying his 
enemies with his arrows. Tlie van- 
quished suing for mercy ; the dis- 
comfiture and flight of their com- 
panions ; the procession of tho prison- 
ers, and the distribution of the other 
parts of the groups, are likewise nearly 
the same. The prisonei's seem to bo 
of different nations from those repre- 
sented in other places ; and it is a cir- 
cumstance of no little interest to see 
here, thus accurately painted, the cos- 
tumes of tho various tribes of tlio 
interior of Africa, at a date so remote 
that nowhere else can we expect to 
find any description cither of their 
manners or their custome. How in- 
teresting would a minute copy of these 
groups be to travellers in tho interior 
of Africa, who could compare them 
with the inhabitants of tlie present 
day ! Some of tho captives aro per- 
fectly black, and have all the charac- 
teristics of the tribes of the interior of 
Africa — such as woolly hair, thick lips, 
long sleek limbs, &c. ; others ai'e of a 
lighter hue, not unlike the present 
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race of Nubians The most common 
dress consists of the leopard’s and i 
tiger’s skin, fastened round tlie waist, 
while the upper part of the body re- 
mains uncovered. Tlie cap which 
they most commonly wear is of a con- 
struction which I do not recollect to 
have observed elsewhere, and appears 
to consist of the leaves of the [>alm- 
tree, dried and cut in slips ; while the 
workmanship is a sort of neat plaiting, 
apparently worked with much inge- 
nuity. Those who wear the caps have 
no hair, but some .are distinguished by 
bushy hair and beard.Si 

In one of the groups is represented 
the storming of a fortress, of very 
singular construction, wliich is de- 
fended by people of the race just men- 
tioned. On the top arc seen wonv n, 
among whom, one in a sitting posture, 
wholly divested of drapery, and of a 
light complexion, bears no resem- 
blance in character or attitude 
those represented in other places by 
the Egy[)tian3. The hero who directs 
the assault is, as usual, of gigantic 
stature. On the plain below are seen 
the peasants driving thSir cattle away 
from the presence of the comiueror, 
designed with much spirited action ; 
some of the besieged party are also 
kneeling and imploring clemency. Th 
arrows are flying from all quarters 
among.st the defenders ; and some are 
seen plucking them from their fore- 
heads, arms, and other parts of their 
body. Large stones hurled down from 
above, do not appear in J!ny way to 
intimidate the attacking jiarty. The 
group of twelve supplicating victims, 
whicli the hero is represented in an- 
other part as grasping with one hand 
by the united hair of tlieir heads, while 
with the other he uplifts the axe to 
sacrifice them, is executed with much 
energy and force; and the marked 
difference of character in the several 
counteimnces of the various tribes 
they belonged to, is given in a mas- 
terly style ; the expression of agony 
and despair in their several features 
is admirable. 

In this temple we found several de- 
tached statues of calcareous stone 
one of which, a little larger than life 


is executed in a better style than is 
generally to be met with in Egyptian 
sculpture ; the head and lower part of 
the legs are wanting, as well as one of 
the arms; but the remaining parts 
sufficiently attest the skill and good 
taste of the sculptor. The figure is 
an upright one, and seems to have 
represented Osiris, or the hero depicted 
on the walls. The surface of what 
remains is scarcely injured ; but the 
substance of the stone is so decayed 
by time, that any attempt to remove 
it would probably occasion its total 
destruction. The statues which we 
brought away, and which I have 
already mentioned, were found in 
different parts of the temple. 

How long this temple has been 
buried is a question which must ever 
remain unanswered. Forty feet of sand 
Iiad aeciimulatcd above the top of the 
door, before the recent excavations, 
which were carried no further than 
.3 feet below the top of the entrance. 
There is reason to suppose that the 
temple was deserted before any sand 
bad collected in front of it; but there 
is nothing either in the interior or ex- 
terior which indicates the age in which 
it was abandoned. Very little sand 
w'as found in the temple compared with 
what might have been expected : it did 
not reach beyond the second pilaster, 
and was not much broader than the 
door-way. This, no doubt, was partly 
owing to the great depth (18 ft. 11 in.) 
of the entrance-passage. A light black 
substance, which seemed to be decayed 
wood, was found in every apartment, 
in some places of the depth of 2 ft. ; 
its substance at the surface, was not 
unlike that of snow when it has been 
frozen over by one night's frost ; it 
cracked under the foot, le.aving the 
impression. Many small pieces of wood 
were strewed about, apparently little 
injured by time, but whicli, on being 
touched, crumbled into dust. The 
w’ooden pivots on which the doors tra- 
versed still remain in the upper corner 
of all the entrances to the different 
chambers; and we also found fragments 
of wood in lAany places. Some of these 
appeared so perfect, that wc thought of 
bringing them away ; but they moul- 
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dered at the first touch : we were, 
therefore, very careful in leaving what 
remained for the benefit of future tra- 
vellers. A broken brass socket, for 
the pivot of a door to traverse on, was 
also found. 

The extreme heat of the temple was 
such, that Mr. Beechey spoiled hisdraw- 
ing-book while only copying one of the 
groups, the perspiration having entirely 
soaked through it: it produces the same 
sensation and effects as the hottest 
vapour-bath. In the centre of the 
sanctuary is a bench with four sitting 
statues: the one on the right is Osiris, 
with the hawk*s head and globe ; the 
others are human figures: two have 
the crux ansata $ in their hand. 

The eight standing figures of Osiris, 
30 ft. high, which ornament the outer 
hall, and between which is the passage 
into the interior of the temple, are as 
well proportioned as they are highly 
finished ; the drapery reaches nearly 
half-way down to the knees, and is 
striped like that of the figures without. 
The features of the countenances are 
perfect, and they all have the hook and 
scourge (the usual emblems of Osiris) 
in their hands, which arc crossed on 
the breast. 

I shall now describe what, speaking 
comparatively, we may call the small 
temple of Abou-Simbel. The direc- 
tion of the riVer here is W. S.W. and 
E. N. E. Both the temples are situated 
on the left bank, at the ends of the 
two mountains which form the valley, 
through which the sand which has 
buried the great temple found its pas- 
sage : both are cut out of the solid 
rock, which is of a sandy or calcareous 
nature. The easternmost and smallest 
appears to have been made before the 
other, as the style of the colossal sta- 
tues which are sculptured in the front 
of it, are ruder than that of the large 
one, and have been cut in a less ad- 
vanced state of the art. The front of 
the temple is not perpendicular, but 
sloping from the top to the bottom. 
Six square spaces are excavated in the 
surface, serving as niches to the same 
number of colossal figures, the remain- 
ing part being left in the form of but- 
tresses projecting 10 ft. at the base 
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beyond the inside of the niches. The 
door is in the centre, with three erect 
figures, one a female (Isis), with a male 
figure on each side of her: these lat- 
ter represent Osiris. On either side,' 
between these colossal statues, are two 
figures of about C ft. high, which reach 
nearly to the knees of the former : 
those supporting the male figures ap- 
pear to represent Horns, while the 
others near Isis are females. The space 
left in the centre, and in which the 
door is cut, is more than twice the 
breadth of the other projections be- 
tween the figures, and slopes o'l the 
same plane with them for about one- 
third from the top : it then descends 
somewhat more perpendicularly; and 
in tins lower plane the door is cut, 
without any other projection. The 
points of the projecting buttresses are 
covered with hieroglyphics; and a single 
line of them extends along the top of 
tile niches for the whole breadth of the • 
temple, of which it forms the orna- 
mental summit. Immediately above 
the door is an ofiering to Osiris; and 
on each side of it are liicroglyphics ns 
on the otl^er projections ; a line of ser- 
pents and globes surmounts the offer- 
ing, similar to what is often met with 
over the doors of Egyptian temples. 
The height of the projecting buttresses 
nearest the door is 34 ft. 7 in. ; taken 
in the angle that of the others is 38 ft., 
their projection at the base 10 ft., that 
of the door only 7 ft. 6 in. ; the dis- 
tance between each buttress, 8 ft. 3 in. ; 
breadth of'the buttresses, 4 ft. 7 in. 
The height of the female figures is 

24 ft. G in,, not including the head or- 
nament, wliieli reaches to the top of 
the buttress. The male figures are 

25 ft, 8 in. high, and their head-dresses 
4 ft. 10 in. The height of the door- 
way is 1 1 ft. 6 in. ; width, 4 ft. 1,0 in. ; 
the length of the passage into the 
temple, 12 ft. Din. The whole width 
of the ornamented front of the temple 
is 88 ft., and its height, in a perpendi- 
cular line, may be about 40 ft. 

The interior of the temple is com- 
posed of three principal apartments ; 
the first and largest supported by six 
pilasters, three on each side, (sur- 
mounted wiUi the head of Isis in the 
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front,) is 36 ft. by 34 ; the space in the 
centre between the pilasters is 14 ft. 
6 in., and tliey are 7 ft. 8 in. from the 
wall : the distance between the pilas- 
ters 5 ft. 9 in.; their dimensions 3 ft. 7 in. 
by 3 fr. 3 in. The breadth of the se- 
cond chamber 8 ft. 5 in.; its length is 
the same as the firat, taken at right 
angle.s with tlie line of entrance : the 
sanctuary is 7 ft. 10 in. by 8 ft. 9 in.: 
on each side of the second chamber is 
a small side apartment 6 ft. sejuare. 

I shall describe the decorations of 
the interior rather minutely, as there 
is more uniformity, and evident allu- 
sion to the deity to whom the temple 
is dedicated (Isis), than is generally 
met with. The interior of the porch 
is ornamented on each side by an 
offering to isis from a human figure. 
Within the chamber, on each side of 
the entry, is a large figure having an 
axe ill one hand, whilst with the other 
he grasjis a bow, and holds a kneeling 
victim by the hair of the head. On 
either 8i<I(‘ are tv.m human figures: 
that in front has a knife upheld, and 
appears to command the sacrifice ; 
while that behind seems lo preside over 
it with the lotus flower in her hand: 
the opposite side is the same, except- 
ing tliat the figure commanding the 
sacrifice is Osiri.s. On the left, as you 
enter, thcw-all is embellished with, first, 
an offering to Isis; secondly, the initia- 
tion, by Jupiter Ammon and Osiris, of 
a young priest ; thirdly, an offering by 
a female figure, of a small sistrum, 
surmounted by the head Isis and 
the serpent, together with the lotus 
flower, to a male figure ; fourthly, an 
offering to a male figure of a small 
sitting figure, with the crux ansata on 
its knees, which are raised up. On 
the right harnl the wall is ornamented 
with, first, an offering of provisions to 
Osiris, -with the scourge in his hand ; 
secondly, an offering of the lotus flower 
and three w'ater-jiots, pourhig water 
on other flowers, to Jupiter Ammon; 
thirdly, an offering to Isis of two small 
heads of that di ity surmounting two 
short handles or staffs ; fourthly, an 
offering to Osiiis of two small water- 
vases. At the eitl, on one side of the 
door, is an -flering to Isis of the lotus; 


and opposite is the same offering to a 
female figure. The inner chamber 
has offerings to Isis and Osiris, and 
the initiation of a priestess by two 
Isides; the sanctuary has a small 
figure, in alto-relievo, in a recess at 
the end. 

Afonday, August 4. — Early this 
morning we started on our return, and 
soon saw, on the eastern bank, Mahom- 
med and AH Cashief, together with the 
band of thieves that had attempted to 
plunder us. They hailed us, and asked 
if we had opened the temple, and how 
much money we had found in it. In 
the evening we called on Daouil Cashief, 
who protested his innocence of the 
transactions at Ahou-Simbel, even be- 
fore we had mentioned the subject. 
This was certainly not very wise in him; 
as nothing could tend more to prove 
his guilt: and, if further evidence were 
necessary, we saw amongst his train 
several of the principal spies and bullies 
that liad annoyed us. It was, however, 
necessary to dis.semble, and appear to 
credit him, as a contrary line of con- 
duct could lead to no good ; and, after 
receiving a present of a sheep, goat, 
and some bread, together with his pro- 
mise to keep the temple open for Mr. 
Salt, we took our leave. When near 
Derry, we met Ilalleel crossing the 
water to be present at our interview 
with his brother, and thus get his share 
of anything else that could be squeezed 
out of us : he was, however, too late. 

Ill the evening w'c arrived at Derry, 
and went to see the temple with candles. 
This temple is situated about a quarter 
of a mile from the town : it is cut in 
the solid rock, but is so much ruined 
that nothing “perfect is to be seen. 
There has been a middling-sized hall, 
with eight square pilasters and four 
terms, with standing figures in alto- 
relievo. The latter seem to form a sort 
of portico to the principal chamber. 
The eight outer pilasters have fallen; 
but those of the portico are perfect, 
with the exception of the terms, which 
have all Vieen broken off. Within is 
the principal chamber, 17 paces by 16, 
supported on each side of the centre 
by three pilasters ; this latter leads to 
the sanctuary, on each side of which 
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is a small chamber surrounded with 
benches. At the further end of the 
sanctuary are the marks of four sitting 
statues which have been chiselled off : 
they appear to have resembled those 
of the large temple of Abou-Simbcl. 
In this temple the stucco and paint is 
imperfect, and the whole has a black 
and dismal appearance ; but, to judge 
from the size and execution of the 
figures, &c., in intaglio, on the walls, 
it may once have been handsome. The 
dedication appeal's to have been to 
Osiris. There are boats, battles, .sacri- 
fices, &c., like those at Abou-Simbel. 

We had just gone to bed this even- 
ing, when Hallcel arrived. He sent 
us a present of some aqua vita?, and a 
miserable sheep. All these presents 
are paid for at the rate of double their 
value. 

Tuesday y August 5. — Early this 
morning Halleel came on boarl ; when 
we told him, as we had his brother, 
that wc had nothing left to bestow 
upon him, having given away every- 
thing we had to spare. All this while 
he was whi.spering to one of our sailors, 
asking, no doubt, if we had anything 
left, and whether it was true, that wo 
had given nothing to his brother. He 
now' examined attentively everything 
in the cabin; but as nothing was forth- 
coming, he took his leave, and w'e 
started also, glad to get rid of him and 
Derry too. It w’as liere that poor 
Norden, eighty years ago, met with the 
treatment from Baram Cashief, w hich 
prevented his going farther np the 
river. This morning we visited the 
temple at Armada, and saw two ga- 
zelles near it. This temple is built in 
the desert (at least it is a desert now), 
not far from the river, on the opposite 
side from Derry, and about one quarter 
of the way between the latter place 
and Koroskoff. It consists of a hall, 
supported by twelve pilasters and four 
pillars, in four rows of four each ; but 
as a wall of intercolumniation sur- 
rounds it, the detached pilasters and 
pillars within the hall are only six in 
number. Beyond the hall is a small 
cross chamber, 9 paces by 3, and within 
that is the sanctuary, which is 8 paces 
>»y The interior of the latter is 
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daubed over with pl.'.ster. and modern 
Greek paintings of the twelve apostles, 
saints, &c. Underneath this plaster, 
however, the ancient Egyptian figures 
and hieroglyphics, &c., in bas-relief, 
appear : they have been executed in a 
very superior style ; and the colouring 
has been rich beyond description. 
There is a small chamber on each side 
of the sanctuary. The dedication is 
to Osiris. The sand has drifted into 
and nearly filled up the hall. Some 
modern sun-burnt brick ruins attached 
to the temple have probably been ad- 
ditions by the Greeks. 

At noon we arrived at Saboi.t, and 
proceeded to inspect its temple, situ- 
ated on the western bank, about 100 
yards from the river side. It is built 
of calcareous stone, in a plain at the 
foot of the mountain, at present covered 
with sand. 7'he approach to it is by 
an avenue of sphinxes, with two .statues 
jn a standing position at the end nearest 
the Nile, all of calcareous stone. At 
the furtlier end of the avenue is a 
pylon, with two fragments of ill-carved 
statues, which have been thrown down: 
they are all ^ull-Ieiigth figures, and 
much dilapidated. On each side of 
the entrance within is a peristyle space, 
with four terms on either side ; these 
appear to form the hall of the temple, 
which, being filled with sand, cannot bo 
entered. The masonry is here much 
ruined ; and tlicre is not one perfect 
figure to he found. We observed that 
the hieroglyphics on the hack of the 
two statue^H, nearest the temple, were 
the same as those on the frieze of the 
large temple at Ahou-Simhel, with the 
difference only of being written verti- 
cally instead of horizontally. These 
hieroglyphics occur on either side of 
the crux ansata, which occupies the 
centre of the frieze ; on one side they 
are written from right to left, and on 
the other from left to right. The hic- 
roglyphics on the upper part of Cleo- 
patra^s needles at Alexandria, are 
exactly the same ; and we noticed 
similar characters on the two great 
obelisks at Luxor. 

Towards tlie close of the evening wo 
had another quarrel cwith Hassan,who 
drew his dagger on Mr. Belzoni, utter- 



EGYPT AND NUBIA. 


31 


ClIAl’. II.] 


ing savage imprecations, and saying, appear to represent an Egyptian, and 
that all who disbclioved in the prophet a Grecian priest and priestess. In the 
were dogs. Wo madfe a great effort to same tablet is a figure of Isis, with 
get liim out of the boat ; but the reis Horus presenting her an offering, 
and crew adhered togetlier so much, The people came and crowded round 
that we could not succeed. In this us here, asking for backsheeish. As 
country it is difficult to chastise an they demanded it in a very imperti- 
insult ; for should a traveller so far nent manner, we did not give them 
forget himself as to use a weapon anything till we had explained to them 
against a Nubian, he would be sure to that a more quiet mode of begging 
be sacrificed, as the whole country would have got them more money, 
would rise against him, and escape We endeavoured here to purchase a 
would be impossible.* A pistol went statue, the same that we had attempted 
off twice by accident in the boat during to buy on going up ; but, after being 
these unpleasant disputes ; but, fortu- detained about two hours, we w'ero 
nately, did no harm; and Captain Irby obliged to give it up. 
had hia hand much cut in wresting a In the evening we visited the temple 
dagger from Hassan, who, foaming at Dekki. The exterior and part of 
with rage, was in the act of stabbing the interior of this temple liave not 
Mr. Bclzorii. It is not a year ago, been finished ; but the basso-relievo in 
since a Russian was murdered a little the interior bears every mark of hav- 
above Derry : he was in company with ing been executed by a skilful artist, 
another who escaped to Assuan ; they Only one chamber, however, has been 
w'ere unfortunately unarmed. Our | completed with stucco and painting, 
x’eis and one of the sailors <iuittcd the The whole building is on a small scale, 
boat in consequence of our lust quarrel, but the plau is very neat ; it is 
Wednesday, Auyusl 6. — We started approached by a pylon, beyond which 
at dawn on our voyage. About seven is a portico of two columns in front, 
the reis returned. He iww wanted to Within this are three small but dis- 
land the statues and leave them behind, tinct chambers : the centre apartment 
This we told him he should not do; and is narrow, with a smaller one on each 
advised him to beware what tricks he side. One of these has steps by wdiich 
played us, as we would bring him to you may ascend to the top of tho 
an account at A.ssuan, where, at least, temple. Tho width of the building is 
there is some sort of government, narrower than that of the pylon, and a 
Our young mameluke joined us this wall from the exterior of the latter 
morning, having boon robbed of his surrounded it. The entrance of the 
money and the reed-raft which he had pylon is covered with Greek inscrip- 
purcluised. About noon wo^nspected tions ; amongst which, several com- 
tlio small temple at Offidena, which meraorate the homage paid to the god 
has been left in so unfinished a state, Mercury, by Greek and Roman visi- 
that it is difficult to make much out of tors ; the latter under the reign of 
it. All that is at present to be seen is Tiberius CaesiA’. This temple, like 
a small peristyle hall, with fourteen some others in Nubia, has been subse- 
pillars ; but neither the columns, their quently used as a Greek chapel, as 
capitals, nor the sides of tho hall, are appears by their daubed paiutiogs 
finished. The Greek Christians had Other ruins are scattered about near 


converted this tenij)le into a chanel. the temple : probably those of some 
Oil tho ruined wall of a detached small tow'ii. 


building,,tliere arc three figures, evi- 
dently not Egyptian. They are in 
intaglio, and are either of ancient 
Greek or Roman w'orkrnansliip. 'fhey 

* Thia part of tho country has, however, 
poen since garrisoned and Uken possession of 
by Mahommed A,li. 


Thursday, August 1 . — We started 
at dawn, and visited the temple of 
Garbe Girshe. The natives here have 
a very bad character. Last year they 
murdered a soldier of the pasiux’w, 
and not having been punished for ii, 
have become remarkably iiisoleiu. 
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Seeing us all armed, and not being 
numerous themselves, they asked for 
backsheeish in a quiet manner, and wo 
gave them some. This temple is prin- 
cipally an excavation in the rock, but 
has been fronted by a built portico or 
peristyle hall ; of which four terms on 
each side, and two pillars in front, 
remain in a mutilated state. But there 
have been many more of the latter ; 
and probably it was approached by a 
flight of steps preceded by an avenue 
of sphinxes, fragments of which still 
remain. The excavated chambers 
have a black and dismal appearance, 
and the interior ones have become the 
habitation of bats. In plan it is not 
dissimilar to the great temple at Abou. 
Simbel, but much smaller ; and the 
sculpture is unusually bad and heavy. 
The first chamber is 19 paces by 
18, and is supported by six terms, 
three on each side of the centre, 
with alto-relievo figures of Osiris in 
an erect posture ; but, instead of the 
iirms being across the breast, with the 
scourge in one hand and the hook in 
the other, as ilt Abou-Simbel,both the < 
insignia are here in the right hand, 
which is uplifted, while the left hangs 
down : these are executed in a most 
heavy and unsightly manner. On either 
side of this chamber are four niches, 
ill each of wliich are four alto-relievo 
figures. The second chamber is smaller, 
supported by two pilasters, one on 
each side of the centre. Beyond this 
is the sanctuary, wdiich is small ; the 
altar remains in it, and four sitting 
statues at the further end. There is a 
small chamber on each side of the 
sanctuary ; and side apartments lead- 
ing from the second clramber. 

Towards sun-set we inspected the 
temple of Garbe Dendour. This is a 
small unfinished edifice. It is built 
with a small portico of two columns in 
front, and has two small chambers 
within it. The sanctuary at the back 
is an excavation in the rock, before 
which the temple is built. Bef/re the 
building-is a portal and a square space 
walled in, probably intended as a quay 
to protect the ediffee from the river 
near which it stands — Garbe Merie. 
We passed this place without stopping. 


there being nothing but the broken 
wall of a temple with hieroglyphics 
on it. 

In the evening we landed at Kalap- 
sche, and went up to see the temple. 
Here we found all the natives collected 
together, armed with their daggers, to 
dispute the entrance. We demanded 
the reason of their being assembled in 
such numbers, and what they wanted : 
they said they must be paid before wo 
entered the temple. We asked the 
speaker if he meant that he himself 
w'lis to be paid, or who it was that wo 
were to give money to. They all cried 
out, that we must pay every o le of 
them. Now, as there were about sixty, 
and others were arriving, we thought 
it a bad speculation, and explained to 
them that we cared very little about 
joing into the temple, as we had 
already inspected it ; but that, if they 
chose to let us enter, we would give 
them a reasonable present wdien w'o 
came out. While we were settling 
this, our janissary thouglrt fit to pick 
a quarrel with the natives, abusing 
them all, calling them thieves, and 
saying w'e would enter the temple by 
force. In consequence of this, they all 
rushed on him with their drawn dag- 
gers, and had nearly wrenched his 
musket from him, when, thinking it 
high time, we flew to his rescue, and, 
after much struggling, succeeded in 
regaining him his arms. We were 
now glad to get to the boat, being well 
hooted as we went down ; and, on our 
shoving ojf, they pelted us with stones. 
We fired a musket over their heads, to 
show them that we had ammunition. 
Our Greek servant told us, that, while 
we were absent, one villain had entered 
the boat with a drawn sword, and was 
proceeding to plunder it, when, .con- 
ceiving that this was carrying things 
a little too far, he pointed a* loaded 
gun at the fellow’s head, with a threat 
that he would lay him dead on ♦he spot 
unless he desisted. This timely firm- 
ness caused him to quit the bark ; the 
crew all the while not interfering or 
saying a word. We commended the 
Greek for his presence of mind ; but 
bad not so much reotson to bo satisfied 
with the janissary, whose unseasonable 
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rasliijcss alono prevented our seeing 
tlio temple ; this was the more pro- 
voking, as higher up the river such a 
fit of valour might occasionally have 
been of use. 

It is a great inconvenience to a tra- 
veller in this region that both servants 
and interpreters always think them- 
selves wiser than their masters ; and, 
therefore, wheivthey are desired to say 
or do anything, always act according 
to the dictates of their own judgment, 
never letting their employer’s wishes 
inlluencc them. When interpreting 
they never tell you half what is said, 
and* frequently when you explain some- 
thing which you are anxious should be 
interpreted, they answer, “ Yes, yes, 1 
know it never thinking of telling the 
other party, hut talcing it for granted 
you are fipeaking for their information, 
not for the purpose of their explaining 
your words to others. 

This evening we repassed the gates 
of Nubia. As the Nile wa-s now high, 
and tho river at this point is much 
contracted by tho approjich of the 
mountains on both sides, the rocks 
jutting down perpendiculaVy into the 
water, our crew, in the hope of obtain- 
ing backshccish, made a great merit of 
taking the boat through the rapids ; 
but, though noticing all that was going 
forward, we took care, by an assumed 
carelessness, to make them think that 
we \yere regardless of the whole pro- 
ceeding, and thus escaped an additional 
tax. 

Tills evening the current <lrove us 
jiast the two small temples of Teffa. 
Mr. Jleizoni, wlio has seen them, says 
that only one of them is finished ; it is 
dedicated to Isis, and is about 20 ft. 
square ; it is in a dirty state, being 
used as a cow-house — not a had appli- 
cation for a temple of Isis, to whom 
the cow ‘was peculiarly sacred. The 
other., whicUr is of the same size, and 
situated r^'iear the former (both being 
on the western bank of the river and 
near the water’s edge), has never been 
completed. 

Just before dark we went to visit, 
Hindaw. The ruins in this quarter 
are very extensive, %ut nothing can be 
distinctly made out as to the nature of 


the buildings, which, whatever they 
may have been intended for, have never 
been finished. Beginning from the 
southward, the first object is a great 
square, situated on a bed of rock sur* 
rounded by an unfinished W'all, built 
of immense blocks of calcareous stone. 
On the north side, in the middle, there 
is a portal similar to those by which 
the Egyptian temples are generally 
approached : the top of the door-way 
is ornamented with the winged globe, 
and a figure of Isis, in basso-relievo, 
appears half finished on the side of it. 
It is not improbable that this wall 
(which incloses a space about half-a> 
mile square) may have been intended 
to surround several temples ; its extent 
being too great for us to suppose that 
only one was intended to be constructed 
within it. Further north is an exten- 
sive quarry, from which, it is probable, 
the stone for these buildings was ob- 
tained. Within this quarry we per- 
ceived a doorway carved in tlie Egyp- 
tian style ; and on each side of it a 
convexity, as if it had been intended 
to carve out pillar's. There is also u 
niche, with a bust ol Romair execution 
on each side, and forty-two very perfect 
Greek inscriptions, written in the time 
of the Romans, to commemorate the 
visits of various generals, and other 
persons of distinction, wlio Iiad come 
here to pay their vow's. Mr. Bankes 
copied all these. To the northward 
of the quarry, on an eminence, is a 
small untiiiishcd portico, of two pillars 
on each side, and two in the front; the 
capitals are finely executed : those of 
the former combine the lotus flower 
with tho vine, djitc, and doura gi'aiii ; 
the latter have a quadruple head of 
Isis. 

Friday, August 8. — At noon we in- 
spected the temple at Daboude ; it is 
situated about two hundred yards from 
the river side, and is altogether un- 
finished. The approach is by three 
portals. The temple consists of a 
portico, composed of four columns in 
front, and a wail of intercolunmiation 
reaching half way up the pillar's. 
Within, there are two chambers and 
a sanctuary : the latter contains two 
handsome monolithe cages of I'ed gra- 
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nite, between 0 and 7 feet high, and 
about 4 broad ; these are the only 
objects of interest which the temple 
contains. Towards the river side, on 
the banks, are the remains of a quay. 
To-day the murderer quitted the bark, j 
not daring to show himself near Philm: 
he did not appear ashamed of the 
crime which he had committed. 

In the evening our crew stopped at 
their village, and brought a scabby, 
half-starved lamb as a present to us. 
We could not forbear from laughing, 
as it was really the most pitiful animal • 
we had seen in the country ; and it ; 
must have put them to no small trouble | 
to find such a specimen. Wo refused 
the present most stoutly, but it was all 
in vain ; they forced it into the boat. 
At three we arrived at JMiilie, called 
by Hamilton and Burckhardt, Giesiret 
el Berbe el Ghassir, or Giesiret Anas 
el Wodjoud. The fii*st of these names 
means the Island of ruined Temples — 
not an inapt denomination. Phihe is 
the easternmost of a group of islands 
and rocks which compose the fii*st 
cataract. It is about half a-mile long, 
rather high, and, being entirely covered 
with magnificent ruins, has a grand 
and imposing appearance: the lofty 
pylons are seen at a great distance, 
and produce a fine effect. Tl«e island 
divides the Nile into two streams, and 
the water, finding so great an impedi- 
ment in its course, rushes by with 
considerable velocity. The principal 
edifices are approached by an avenue 
formed on each side by a gallery suj)- 
ported by columns, the capitals of all 
which are different. There are thirty 
of these pillars on the ^eft, and on the 
right only sixteen, with cells (probably 
the habitation of the priests) within 
them ; the greater part of these last- 
mentioned columns are finished, but 
there are some incomplete. These 
show that the columns were first con- 
structed and erected in the rough, and 
that the sculpture was finished after- 
wards. The rough outlines w'.ifch wc 
found traced were very curious ; and, 
neatly as all the capitals are sculptured, 
the artist who finished them had but a 
rough and coarse pattern to guide him. 
The difference in the number of columns 


in the two galleries is occasioned by a 
small temple having been situated at 
each end of the one on the right : these 
temples are now entirely ruined. At 
the end of the avenue is a large pylon, 
formed by two moles. The entrance 
in the centre has had two lions, and 
two small obelisks of red granite, or- 
namented with hieroglyphics, before 
it. It is on the pedestal of one of these 
latter that Mr. Bankes discovered the 
Greek inscription ; aiid it is on the 
doorway of this pylon that the inscrip- 
tion was written, announcing that this 
island was the boundary of the French 
conquests in Egypt, and cunseq icntly 
of their progress up the Nile. The 
following is a verbatim copy of it : — 

"Rdpublique Fmnyoise, An 6, Le 
13 Messidor. Une Armeo Fran9oise 
commandtVi par Bonaparte cst de.seon- 
duea Alexandrie. L’Arm(5e ayant mis, 
,vini:t jours apr6s,les Mamlouks eiifuito 
aux Pyramides, Dtssai.x, comman- 
dant la premiere Division, les a pour- 
siiivis au-dela,jusqu’ aux Cataracts, ou 
il est arrive le 13 Ventose, 3 Mars. 
Les Generaxx de Brigade.” Here 
follow the names. 

“ An 7 cle la Rtpvbltqttey 
de Jes, Chr. 1799.” 

It was in the portico of tins temple 
that we noticed the elephant a.s an 
hieroglyphic. This is the only instance 
of our finding this symbol in the 
country. The portico leads through 
the left end of the great pylon, alter 
whicli tlfOre is a handsome court or 
hall, and tlien you enter the temple. 

We here first noticed a singular im- 
perfection or peculiarity in the sculp- 
ture of the large figure of Isis in the 
great pylon — she has two left hands. 
We have since observed the same sin- 
gularity in other places. The French 
work has given some of them. In all 
parts of the island, on the sides of the 
temples, are Greek inscriptions, com- 
memorating the worship of Greek and 
Roman generals who have come to pay 
their vows to Isis and Serapis. Philue 
is said to have been the spot where 
Isis was appeased of hor wrath for the 
violence offered by^fyphon to her hus- 
band ; and hence we find no less than 
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four teniplos dedicated to her in so as an integral jiart of the sta’te ; this is 
small a com pass. evident from tlie figures and devices 

Before I (juit Nubia, I will add a few in the teniple.s re.sernbling in every 
observations on the country and its respect those of Egypt. Of the land 
inliabitants. At pre.sent only two Eng- in Nubia whicli might be cultivated, I 
Jish travellers have been in this coun- do not suppose one-fourth is made use 
try. Mr. Hamilton, Colonel Lcake» and of; this indifference to agricultural 
Captain Hayes, visited Daboude, but pursuits proceeds from the despotic 
were prevented from advancing further nature of the government, where the 
by the united eft’orts of the cashiefs, authorities think of nothing but making 
and the mameluke bey, Elfi. Mr. the most of their situations whilst they 
Hamilton’s book contains the result of Iml-d them, con8C(|uently their sole 
the mission into Upper Egypt. The aim is to get money, no matter how it 
French had penetrated only as far as is procured. A licentious soldiery ai*e 
PhilsD, where they left the inscription ever ready to contribute to the oppres- 
just given. Several years elapsed sioii of the inhabitants, more especially 
before any European travellers entered when the funds from whence they 
Nubia, when Burckliardt led the way, derive their own pay and emoluments 
and was followed by Mr. Legh and are drawn from this source. This 
Mr. Bankes : — the former has pub- observation applies to Egypt as well 
liihed. as to Nubia, only that the fact is more 

Immediately after pivssing the first easily perceived in the latter country, 
cataract, the traveller observes that The consetpience is, that the date 
tlu! Mockutem and Lybian chains of palm, the fruit of which ripens without 
mountains close in upon the Nile : cultivation, and which pays no duty, 
this remark is applicable, with few is here more encouraged than any 
exceptions, throughout Nubia, at least other production, and the date may 
as far as wo went ; tlier^^ i.s, conse- safely be called the staple of the coun- 
qnently, only a narrow strip of culti- try. The doura, whieli is the Holcus 
vated land on cither bank of the river, arundinaceus of Linnmus, is the only 
T!io ancients, to preserve the soil and grain to bo met with ; it makes very 
prevent the rapid stream from wiushing >od bread, but they grow barely suffi- 
away the land, constructed immense eieiit for their own subsistence : indeed, 
walls, or, more properly speaking, t i.s so prized, tliat they frequently 
piers, built of huge masses of stone prefer it to money in payment for the 
piled one on the other, and reaching articles wc purchased. The miri, or 
into the river from the foot of the land-tax, is paid at the rate of ten 
inoimtuiii, or rather the limit of the ilollars per sackey, consequently every 
Nile’s rising, to the point of the water’s sackey which the Nubians build be- 
lowest ebb. Tliest; piers .are invariably comes an additional inducement to the 
built at right angles with the stream, ' Turks to come into their country ; and 
and are generally about 1 5 ft. wide. ' it is only the scantiness of the produce 
As they are very numerous, and as wdiich deters the pasha from quar- 
thc labour and expense of their con- tering his troops on them ; this the 
struction must have been prodigious, crafty natives are well aware of, and 
some idea may be formed of the im- take care to put no temptation in his 
portance that was aftached to them. way. The present mode of colleoting 
From the number of temples, and the miri in Nubia, is by sending thither 
from the fine plains of loamy soil, now annually about two hundred Turkish 
generally covered with a surface of soldiers in boats, and the money they 
sand a foot thick, which makes them get hardly defrays the expenses of the 
look like the rest of the desert, there expedition. The duty is not paid in 
is every reason to suppose that this cash, but in doura, which they pur- 
country was once path populous and chase back from the Turks ; but they 
flourishing. At the time of the height generally contrive that the soldiers do 
Egyptian power, it was considered | not return very full-handed. These 
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soldiers usually make Derry their 
head’ quarters, and remain about six 
iveeks in the country, during which 
time the cashiefs retire into the moun- 
tains, and the natives conceal their 
arms, which are always taken from 
them whenever they are found. In 
several parts of Nubia we noticed the 
sites of ancient towns, indicated, as in 
Egypt, by mounds of rubbish. 

As we resided longer in the country, 
and had more dealings with the natives 
than any other Europeans have ever 
had, 1 shall subjoin a few remarks 
regarding them. The Nubians are a 
very distinct race of people from the 
Arabs. Their dress is commonly a 
loose white shirt and a turban ; some- 
times they are uncovered, except a 
cloth round the waist. They arc very 
supei*stitious, most of them wearing 
charms to keep off the evil eye,” or 
other apprehended ills. These charms 
consist of some words wvitten on a 
scrap of paper, and sewn up in leather ; 
they are worn mostly on the right 
arm over the elbow, and sometimes 
round the neck. All the cashiefs we 
saw had them, and one Nubian dandy 
had nine of these appendages. These 
people pride themselves on their cun- 
ning schemes to deceive strangers. 
Few of them smoko, instead of which 
they use salt and tobacco mixed, enve- 
loped in woo], and kept between the 
under lip and gum ; the boys com- 
mence this practice when quite young. 
They are all rogues, but being bred 
up such, do not think there is any 
harm in being so ; the opprobrious ; 
terms, harame, cadab, (thief, liar,) are | 
not considered abusive' with them, as 
they have no notion of honesty, and can- 
not possibly keep from pilfering any- 
thing within their reach ; we detected 
our sailors at this work almost daily, 
but they always made a joke of it. 
The several districts differ much in 
regard to dress, and particularly in the 
manner of wearing the hair : some 
have it purled, “ it la Brutus,’ others 
plaited and lianging down with great 
uniformity, in ringlets, to the shoulders, 
where it is cut off square at the bottom, 
and looks exactly like a mop. These 
latter grease their locks plentifully 


with oil ; the former have generally a 
skewer sticking in their hair in readi- 
ness to disturb any animalcule which 
may bite too hard. There is great 
difference in the features and make of 
the several Nubian tribes : the natives 
of Ei{)ha are tall and good-looking ; 
the people of Derry ugly and ileformed ; 
the tribe at Armada are small, but 
handsome, and well made ; all of them 
ai’e considerably darker than the Arabs. 
Nubians are frugal in their mode of 
living, subsisting principally on doura, 
made into flat cakes, and baked on .a 
heated st(uv>, and on sour lu’lk and 
dates. It is usual to see a man set 
out on a journey of several days \vitli 
no other provision than a small bag of 
dates. They eat the offal of all the 
beasts they kill, not rejecting any part ; 
and when we were at the village to 
which the crew belonged, the women 
came down eagerly to dispute for some 
fowls, which, liaving died, had been 
thrown on shore. Th(*y are great 
boasters, but do not appear to liave 
any firmness ; and they have an espe- 
cial aversion /o fire-arms. They evinco 
much outward show of religion, pray- 
ing four or five times a day ; and to 
display their piety, they leave the sand 
on their foreheads, which sticks there 
while they are performing their devo- 
tions. Tliey are respectful to their 
cashiefs, to whom they refer all their 
quarrels and disputes. They are inva-* 
riably armed, and appear very proud 
of their weapons ; most of them carry 
a dagger *011 the left arm, a hing pike 
and a sword slung across tlio back. 
The hoys, when young, have weapons 
given them ; this, they imagine, shows 
their indepeiKlcnce, and they acknow- 
ledge no government. They are ex- 
ceedingly passionate with each other, 
but are soon reconciled, even after the 
most inveterate abuse. They adhere 
together, and no bribes can separate 
them ; we never saw an instance in 
which we had any of them on our side, 
or where they revealed anything to us. 
Ear-rings are common amongst the 
men ; they usually have but one, and 
it is immaterial in \^hich ear it is worn. 
They eat the Jociists grilled, and affirm 
that they arc good. Necessity has led 
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them t(» tlie manufacture which 

th<!y |) 0 .ssesK. It consistn of neat close* 
grained platters, made of the date-tree, 
to contain their milk and food. No 
earthenware is made in the country ; 
their water-jars are brought from 
Egypt. _ 

'J’he women do not cover their faces 
60 scrupulously as the Arabs ; they are 
not ill-looking, are generally well made, 
and liave good figures. They wear a 
brown garment reaching down to the 
ankles ; it is thrown over the right 
shoulder, comes close under the left 
arm, the shoulder of which is bare, and 
has not an ungraceful appearance ; they 
are very partial to rings and bracelets ; 
the former are frequently worn at the 
nose, the latter are made of one piece 
of brown glass, wliich, not yielding and 
being forceil on as small as j)os8ible, 
often causes much pain ; they always 
go bare footed. Young girls have a 
covering round theii' loins made of 


strips of leather, hanging down and 
ornamented with cowry-shells and 
beads. The hair of the women is 
plaited somewhat like the men’s, and 
greased with oil. The Barabras, from 
their frugal mode of life, are subject to 
few diseases. They are all marked 
with one, and sometimes two, scars on 
the spine of the back, where they have 
been burnt for the cure of an endemial 
disease, which attacks them when 
young. This mode of treatment draws 
all the humours to one spot, and keeps 
the discharge open till the patient is 
recovering ; experience has doubtless 
shown it to be often successful. A boy, 
while we were at Abou-Simbel, was in 
a state of cure, and accidentally injured 
the part, which caused it to bleed ; 
the father immediately applied a re- 
medy, of which there is no scarcity in 
the country, lie threw some sand 
upon the wound, which soon appeased 
the boy’s cries and pain. 
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Tuesfln?/, Auyiist 12.— After about 
four hours’ disputing and bargaining 
with the crew, we persuaded them to 
take us down the cataract in the boat, 
for the sum of fifty jiiastres ; but they ' 
would not start unless we paid them 
every para of the money beforehand. 
Wo tried to induce tlieiii to take half 
the cash at fii-st, and the other half on 
our arrival ; but, no, they must liave it 
all. It was of course the same to us, 
whether we paid them before or after ; j 
but knowing their character, we were 
afraid that wdien they once got the 
money, tlioy would turn our things out 
of the boat and take themselves off, 
especially as there was a great crowd 
assembled who would have aided them 
in any of their pifinks. We could not 
help laughing when we found that, how- 


ever unfavourable an opinion we had 
formed of them, they were equally 
suspicious of us. Having at length 
given them the money, they prepared 
to depart. A pilot and eight additional 
hands came ^n board to conduct us 
down. Just before putting oft', Hassan 
sneaked off and disappeared, dreading, 
DO doubt, the report we should make 
of him to the Aga. We were about 
two hours on our passage, which was 
amongst all the windings and turnings 
i of the innumerable islands w bich form. 
I the rapids, for cataract there is none. 
I The scenery was wild, barren, and 
romantic. Sometimes the bark was 
j carried away pretty sharply by the 
stream, and occasionally, when she was 
roughly handled in the vortex of the 
current, the sailors cried out, “ tyep^ 
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tyep,” (good, good,) and asked us whe- 
ther they were not bold fellows for 
undertaking what they had done. At 
times they made such a violent noise, 
all speaking and bawling at once, that 
a person not used to Nubian manuci*s 
would have thought the whole concern 
was going to the bottom. The boat 
only struck once, but it gave her a pro- 
digious-shock, and made us fully sen- 
sible of the hanlness of granite rocks. 
The sailors immediately began to souml 
the well, expecting that slu^was bilged, 
but she did not make much water, and 
we soon got otf. At the commence- 
ment of the rapid, and while near 
Phihe, we observed oyster-shells in- 
crusted on the granite rocks, bordering 
on the river ; some of them were very 
perfect and large. We reached Assuan 
(the ancient Syene) in the evening. 
Mr. lluppell, a German traveller who 
was at Thebes with us, discovered on 
one of the barren and uninhabited 
islands which compose the fall, a line 
tablet of red granite, with a p<‘rfect 
Greek inscription on it, of great inter- I 
est. This stone Mr. Ruppell takes | 
with him to Fraiddbrt, to be presented 
to the musuem of that town. 

On our arrival at Assuan, we pro- 
ceeded to visit the ancient granite 
quarries in the neighbourhood. Our 
principal object was to examine the 
column which is there, and which has 
a Latin inscription upon it of some 
interest. At first our guide lost his 
way, and took us to another part of the 
quarry, where wx* found an immeii.se 
granite basin, 17 ft. long, by 7 wide, 
and 3 deep. It is hewn out in the 
rough, and is narrower at the bottom 
than the top. We were at a loss to 
imagine for what purpose such an im- 
mense vessel could be intended, uiiIcks 
for a bath. The whole of this quarry 
was highly interesting. Here we lind 
an opportunity of noticing the maniuu' 
in which the ancients used to cut the 
prodigious masses which one meets 
with throughout Egypt. It app^Ars, 
that, when "they wanted to deUich a 
mass, they cut niches in a right line 
throughout the piece they intended 
removing ; these niches were about 
2 ft, apart, 5 or 6 in. long, and about 


3 deep, by 21 broad. As soon as tliey 
were finished, the block was separated 
by some violent blow or concussion. 
We mot ill all directions specimens of 
the progress of their work ; some 
massifs were but half detached, others 
wholly separated ; here we saw an 
obelisk in the rough, and there a 
j column. The whole w'as a most inte- 
resting sight. The ancient road, regu- 
larly paved with granite, is still plainly 
to be seen, though the sand covers a 
great part : in the vacancies between 
the hills are causeways, some of con- 
siderable Icn'^th, to connect the ele- 
> vated parts one witli the other, and 
I thus ket'p a communication open with 
the several quarries. All these roads 
! lead to two principal ones which eon- 
duet to Assuan. We now searched 
I for the column with the inseri])tion, 
and at last found it. The pillar is 
I small, not being more than 10 ft. in 
dength, l>y about 3 ft. in diameter ; the 
inscription is tolerably perfect. An 
Arab, acquainted witli Mr. Beizoni, 
told him of it, and that no traveller 
had seen it until last year. As 
Mr. Ih lzoni Had copied the writing, we 
did not think it worth while to do so. 
Its purport is as follows : — “ To .Jupi- 
ter Ammon, Kiieephis Bona (the Good 
Spirit), and to Juno the (iueon, under 
whose protection is tliis mountain, in 
which w'ere discovered nine quarries 
near IMiilie, during the happy age of 
the Roman Kmi)ire, under the most 
pious Emperors, Severus and Cara- 

calla, and* ,and Julia Domna, 

his august mother ; and a vast number 
of statues and large columns were taken 
out of thf'se quarries by Aquila, pre- 
fect of Egypt. ‘ Curre Magna Opera,’ ” 
which Mr. Salt interprets, ** under 
his directions, Aurelius Jleliogabalus 
orden'd this stone to bo erected in the 
calemls of March.” The vacant space 
before Julia Domna, the mother, is 
w'iieru the name of “ Geta,” the other 
brother w is erased. Caracalla, having 
murdered him, ordered his name to bo 
blotted out of every inscription where 
it was inserted. Mr. Salt tells us, 
that there is one instance of this at 
Home, and that he If.is met another on 
an inscription, discovered at the late 
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excavation of the sphinx. As the 
inscription says, that the Romans dis- 
covered the nine quarries, not that they 
made them, one must infer that they 
were first worlced by the Egyptians ; 
and as they were so numerous, and of 
such magnitude, they must have been 
of great consequence, and are doubt- 
less of the most remote antiquity. It 
is difficult to understand how the 
Egyptians could have cut, hollowed 
out, and polished, such immense blocks 
of the hardest stone without the use of 
iron, a metal which they are said to 
have been wholly ignorant of. The 
niches above mentioned may probably 
have been cut with brass. We exa- 
mined the construction of numerous 
mummy cases, and boxes containing 
the sacred emblems- of the Egyptians ; 
they were invariably fastened with 
wooden pegs, no nail of any descrip- 
tion being visible. Some of the 
^ cases w'erc of beautiful workmanship.* 
Mr, Ruppell has two legs of a chair 
elegantly worked in the form of a lion’s 
feet and paws. These specimens of 
cabinet-making bespeak groat taste 
and judgment ; and it *is dilficult to 
conceive that they could have been 
carved with brazen tools. The negroes 
in the South Sea at this day certainly 
cut hard woods shaped as clubs, and 
ornament them in the most exquisite 
style ; but I doubt much if they could 
with their Hints make cases and boxes. 

Syene w'as the place to which Juve- 
nal was banished by the Emperor 
Domitian, being sent therf with the 
title of “ Governor of the Frontier of 
Egypt he returned to Rome at 
eijfhty years of age. Assuan has no- 
thing to interest the traveller ; an 
immense heap of rubbish lies behind 
the town, which is a dirty, ill-built 
place. 

W ednesday, A uyust 13. — This morn- 
ing the Aga came to pay us a visit ; he 
was asleep all yesterday, for as the 
ramadan prevents them from eating 
and drinking during the day, the great 
people invert the order of things by 
sleeping during that time, and sitting 
up and feasting all night. We com- 
plained to him the treatment we 
had experienced from our crew. He 


told us that they were a notorious set 
of rascals ; that no one would employ 
their boat, their character being so 
bad, that people were afraid to trust 
their goods in their hands. Our friends 
had not waited to be catechised for 
their conduct, but took themselves off 
the day before, after having made 
great efforts to persuade us to give 
them some more backsheeish. We 
visited Elcphantina, so glowingly de- 
scribed by Denon. It certainly has a 
pleasing, flourishing appearance, the 
north end being richly covered with 
fine crops of doura ; and there are 
also a few palm-trees. The south end 
of the island is high, and here are 
situated the ruins of the ancient town, 
together with the temples, only one of 
which, dedicated to the serpent Knee- 
phis, is in any degree perfect; it is 
small, with an ante-chamber and sanc- 
tuary. There are the remains of 
seveml others, but so mutilated that 
nothing can be made out. A high 
quay leads directly down to the Nile 
at the S. E. end. At eleven o’clock 
we started on our return, having hired 
a boat to take us to Thebes for 120 
piastres. 

Thursday, August 14. — We in- 
spected Koum Ombo, the ancient 
Orabos. Here are the remains of two 
temples situated on a promontory of 
the Nile’s eastern bank ; the large one, 
dedicated to the crocodile (as appears 
by the principal offerings being pre- 
sented to a deity having the head of 
that animal), is situated at a short dis* 
tance from the river, which it fronts. 
The smaller one, to Isis, is close to 
the river side ; and not far distant 
from the other, to the S. W., and close 
to the river side, is a building whicli ap- 
pears to be part of an unfinished pylon. 
There is a whimsical irregularity in 
this edifice : the base is built of small 
blocks of stone, which gradually in- 
crease in size till you come to the 
top, where are the largest masses of 
all. The large temple consists of a 
portico of three rows of columns, five 
ill each row : the column at each of 
the outer angles has fallen. The cor- 
nice, only parts of which are perfect, 
is ornamented with four winged globes. 
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The frieze consists of a double border 
of large hieroglyphics. The columns 
are of great dimensions, and have divS- 
similar capitals surmounted by a plinth. 
There are two entrances, one on eacli 
side of the centre pillars; this is occa- 
sioned by the unusual circumstance oi' 
there being an odd number of columns 
in front ; these entrances conduct to 
another ruined apartment, originally 
supported by ten pillars in two ro 
of five each ; beyond which are three 
other apartments ; the communication 
from the one to the other is by two 
large doors, one on either side, instead 
of a centre one usual in most Egyptian 
temples. The cornice over the en- 
trance, on the left, from the second to 
the third apartment, ha.s an inscription 
in Greek, stating tliat it was written 
by direction of Ptolemy and Cleopatra, 
and that the temple was dedicated to 
Apollo, &c. The decorations of this 
edifice are in bassn relievo, highly 
finished, and in a good f-tyle. Amongst 
the figures, we noticed the lion with 
the hawk's liead, similar to tljc statues 
we found at Abou-Simbel — a union we 
had not elsewhere noticed. The small 
temple of Isis point.s to the south ; it 
consists of a small portico of four 
columns, surmounted by the usual 
quadi-uple head of the deity, with the 
passage ill the centre ; and beyond the 
portico are two chambers and a sanc- 
tuary ; but all the w’cstcrn siile of the 
temple has fallen into the river, and 
with it the chief part of the flooring of 
the chambers, together with a large 
plain altar of black basalt, which had 
evidently been in the sanctuary. Tlie 
want of hieroglyphical inscriptions on 
this altar is probably the only cause 
why travellers have not removed it. 
The ornamental parts of this temple 
are in no way inferior to those of the 
larger edifice ; we did not, liowever, 
notice any representations that we had 
not before seen. In consequence of 
th(*elevation of Koum Ombo, th> view 
is extensive, but the country to the 
north and east presents nothing but a 
barren, sandy desert ; to the S, E. 
there is a small portion of land culti- 
vated. Opposite to the temple, in the 
middle of the Nile, is the large island 


of the Mansouria, which is highly cul- 
tivated, and a smaller island to the 
south, the soil of which is also good. 
Exclusive of the temples, the promon- 
tory of Koum Ombo has several Sara- 
cenic ruins of both baked and sun- 
burnt brick ; and the ruins of the 
ancient town are marked by the rub- 
bish of the former material. 

Wc visited Djibel Selsilis. This 
name, which means “ niountains of the 
chain,” has been given IVoin a tradi- 
tion that a chain was hero drawn 
across the river, to prevent the irrup- 
tion of any hostile ])arties from ibove. 
The principal objects of interest are 
several small temples liollowed out of 
the rock, which is of calcareous stone. 
The northernmost consists of a j)()rtico 
and sanctuary, with thr<;e rece.sse.s in 
the latter, containing statiic.s in alto- 
relievo ; the walls have been stuecoed 
and ])ainted, but at present aro so 
much disfigured that little or nothing 
can 1)0 made out. To the southward 
are two other small temples, each 
consisting of one single niche or hollow 
in the rock. , The fronts of both have 
two handsome columns, together with 
a cornice and frieze, executed with 
considerable taste. The colouring 
must have been extremely rich. 
There are numerous other niches 
with statues, &c. The quarries near 
this spot are very exten.sive ; and one 
large detaclied block, of considerable 
heiglit, would seem to be the mass of 
stone where the chain which secured 
the riverVas fastened. On the oppo- 
site side of the river the quarries are 
also numerous ; the vicinity of the 
Nile, so favourable for embarking 
and transporting the stone, was no 
doubt the principal inducement to tbo 
Egyj)tians to establish these extensive 
works. 

On Friday j August 15, wc reached 
Edfoo, the ancient ** Apolliuopolis 
Magna.” It is situated in a fertile 
plain, at a shoi’t distance from the 
western bank of the Nile. The largo 
temple appears to have been one of 
the most magnificent of any in Egypt; 
though in beauty it must yield to Ten- 
tyra and some few others. It consists 
of a remarkably high pylon, the exterior 
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wall of which is sculptured with a large 
figure on each side, sacrificing a num- 
ber of human victims ; and above 
these are two rows of figures presenting 
offerings to Osiris and Isis. The in- 
side of the pylon is decorated similarly; 
the cornice is imperfect as far as the 
torus, or astragal moulding, which at 
present forms the summit of the pylon. 
Within is a large ami magnificent 
peristyle court, forming an oblong 
square, with a covered gallery sup- 
ported by columns on each side ; be- 
yond this is the portico of the temple, 
presenting a front of six j)illurs, behind 
which are two other rows, making 
eighteen pillars in all ; those in front 
have had a wall of intereolunmiation 
reaching up half their height. These 
pillars appeared to be of very large 
dimensions, but on measuring them 
we found the upper })art of ihe shaft 
to be oidy G feet 1 inches in diameter, 
while those at Caruaek are 11 feet 6 
inches at the base of tlie ecdumn. This 
portico is filled with rubbish more than 
two-thirds up to the roof. The frieze 
in front <>f the jjortico ij^ ornamented 
with a row of standing figures of mon- 
keys, in basso-relievo, and the archi- 
traves within have rows of figures of 
Isis sitting on a chair. The cliambers 
of the temple are inaccessible, as the 
rubbish which fills the portico blocks 
up the door. The whole of the large 
peristyle court, and the top of tlie 
portico, and other parts of the temple, 
are covered with the inml-built huts 
of the modern town of Edf?)o. The 
temple is surrounded by a wall, about 
8 feet thick, which is continued in a 
line from the outer part of the gallery 
of the peristyle, leaving a passage be- 
tween the sides of the temple and the 
wall. The exterior of the edifice, and 
both sides of the wall, are ornamented 
with offerings and hieroglyphics ; we 
remarked nothing novel in the symbolic 
representations, excepting the horse, 
an animal we had not before seen in 
this character. The ruins of the 
ancient Apollinopolis Magna are high, 
but not extensive. The paltry modern 
town of Edfoo presents a striking con- 
trast to the magninccnce of the ancient 
buildings ; seen from the top of the 


lofty pylon, the huts at its foot, and in 
the peristyle court, do not look like 
human dwellings. You here enjoy a 
fine view of the river, and an extensive 
fertile plain. To the S. W. of the 
groat temple there is a smaller one, 
which is nearly buried. An interesting 
discovery was made a few weeks ago 
near this place. A Frenchman, named 
Cailliaud, who understands mineralogy, 
has lately been employed by the pasha 
to examine the Mockatem and Lybian 
chain in search of coal mines. His 
last trip was to inspect the ancient 
emerald mines, which are soCith of 
Cossur, at five hours’ journey from the 
Red Sea. On his way from the point 
o])posite to Edfoo, where he quitted 
the Nile, he crossed a road at two days' 
journey from that place, which appears 
to be the ancient Egyptian road from 
Koptos to Berenice; and he also found 
there the ruins of a temple. The road 
is paved with granite, and in some 
places is cut or hollowed out of the solid 
rock. He observed several tablets, 
with hieroglyphic characters and in- 
scriptions, but he could not spare time 
to examine them. We have seen some 
of the Hpeciitiens from the emerald 
mine which Mr. Cailliaud brought with 
liini. Our friend Huppell, wiio is a 
good rniiieralogi.st, and who has made 
a valuable collection, tells us that these 
specimens are composed of black mica; 
it is of a softish, scaly nature, and may 
easily be separated into lamiiue. The 
emeralds wliich we saw’ were very 
small, and ran in narrow layers through 
the other substance. 

I hi.s evening, Awntst 15, we stopped 
at El Cab, the igicicnt Eleethias. The 
ruins are situated on the eastern bank 
of the Nile, not far from the river. 
Tins city has been inclosed by a wall 
of sun-burnt brick, 37 feet thick ; the 
inclosed space is about a mile square. 
Within the great wall is another in- 
closure surrounding the ruins of a 
small temple, and other buildings much 
dilapidated, and consequently unin- 
teresting. At the back of the ruins, 
in the side of the Mockatem, are several 
soquilchral grottoes, two of which are 
well wortliy of notice ; the one is re- 
markablo for a liighly finished tablet 
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of hieroglyphics, in intaglio ; the other 
is « very interesting chamber. Some 
of the groups have great originality of 
design, and are executed with good 
taste. On the left, as you enter, the 
first object of interest is a man writing 
on a tablet, which ho holds on his loft 
arm ; fronting him are various men 
driving asses, cattle, pigs, goats, &c.; 
near to these are several hillocks of 
corn, and people in the act of reaping 
and sheafing, with gleaners, &c,, fol- 
lowing behind them. After this are 
three distinct rows of agricultural pro- 
ceedihgs ; the upper one begins with 
two men bearing on their shoulders, 
by means of a long pole, as*brewera 
carry a cask, a sort of net basket 
shaped thus filled with wheat in 

the ear; next to them are two 

other men, one bringing on his 
shoulder an empty basket, while his com- 
panion carries the pole; next is a man 
in an inclosed space, with six head of 
cattle, treading the corn, their mode of 
threshing. Behind these are four people 
winnowing the grain, by holding it up 
over their heads, and pouring it down 
for the wind to blow through it ; near 
these is a man seated on the top of a 
high hillock of grain, and wrumg down 
an account of the quantity , and tliere 
arc four men piling it up. This group 
terminates with two men depositing 
the corn in a square inclosure, which 
was doubtless the granary. The next 
group is a ploughing scene. There are 
two ploughs, each drawn by two oxen; 
a man walks opposite the animals, 
sowing grain as they advance ; this he 
takes from a basket suspended from 
the yoke across the horns of the beasts. 
Behind him is a person driving a wheel 
harrow ; the ploughs are preceded by 
four men, using a sort of pick-axe in 
the shape of the Greek letter alpha ; 
this was probably to break the clods of 
earth. Further on are four men 
working another plough. Below this 
scene is a pair of scales ; at one end is 
a man writing an account, whf'A an- 
other is weighing some small articles 
shaped thus and which we think 
may probably^represent their loaves, 
as bread is at present sometimes made 
in that form in Egypt. Four of these 


are in one scale, and many others on 
the shelves at the side of the wall ; the 
weight in the other scale is in the 
form of a cow couchant. Next to this 
are persons carrying tho weighed arti- 
cles into a boat, by means of a gang- 
board, and near to this boat are three 
other boats already laden, with men 
poling them. The cargo is placed in 
a square magazine, built in the centre 
of a boat, not unlike the cabin of tho 
Thamesis. Below is a boat' under 
sail : the sail is square, with a yard at 
the head and foot. It is trimmed by 
means of a wheel, which is atUudied to 
the foot-yard, acting the part of a 
roller, and working on a pivot on the 
top of the square magazine or cabin, 
which is nearly half the height of the 
I mast. There is a door and window to 
I the cabin, and seven men are rowing 
on each side : tho hclms-man steers 
with an oar. The next group repre- 
sents fishermen drawing their net, 
with two men carrying the fish away 
in baskets, and another splitting them 
and hanging them up to dry. Beneath 
this is another party catching geese 
with a net; after wdiicli are others 
employed plucking and trussing them, 
while one man is putting them in jars. 
Above ai’e men plucking grapes, while 
two arc carrying them away in ba.s- 
kets ; six others are pressing them, 
and others filling jars with the wine. 
Among numerous other groups of 
figures, we noticed a female, standing 
and playing a harp with ten strings. 
The in.sti*iirnent is rudely shaped, and 
badly finished. Another plays on a 
wind-instrument not unlike a clarionet, 
with this difference, that the end is 
not shaped like a trumpet’s mouth, but 
plain. As most of the other groups 
are met with in other places, I do not 
deem it necessary to describe them. 
We visited a small temple situated in 
the plain, at a short distance to the 
N.W. The serpent Kneephis is said, 
by the Freneli, to have been wor- 
shipped in tins temple, though we 
could not make out any more marked 
allusion to a serpent than is usual in 
the sculpture of other temples. 

On Saturday^ G, we reached 

Esm.'h, situate on the site of the- 
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ancient Latopolis. In the centre of the 
town, near the market-place, is an 
Egyptian tenii>le, which must have 
been magnificent, but the whole of it 
is now completely buried, and built 
over with modern houses, except the 
portico or ante chamber. This is sup- 
ported by twenty-four columns, in four 
rows of six each ; the outer row in 
front having a semi-wall of inter- 
columniation like that at Tcntyra. The 
sculpture, in basso-relievo, is executed 
in an indifferent style : the signs of 
the zodiac are represented on both 
ends of the ceiling, but they are much 
inferior to those of /PentyTa. The 
chief beauty of this portico consists in 
the elegant proportions of the shafts 
of the columns. The capitals, all of j 
which are different, are well executed, 
representing the fruit and leaves of the 
date, vine, lotus, &c. &c. Three miles 
north of Esneh there is a small temple ; 
in ruins, supposed to be situated on the : 
site of the ancient Aphroditopolis, and 
on the opposite side of the river there 
is another on the site of Contra Lato- 
polis. We visited neither of them, as 
they were reported unworthy the trou- 
ble, and time was growing precious. 
As we had inspected the ruins at 
Errnent, the ancient Herraontis, on our 
passage up the Nile in May, wo did not 
again visit them. The city appears to 
have been extensive and compact. 
There are tlic remains of four temples, 
but only one at present is in such a 
state as to indicate what they^ once 
were. This temple has but seven 
columns standing, each of which has a 
ca])itul of a different pattcni from the 
others, the whole being composed of 
representations of the palm leaf in va- 
rious forms. There are two sanctua- 
ries in the temple, both ornamented 
witli various symbolic representations, 
in basso-relievo, stuccoed and painted. 
Some of the groups aro peculiar. In 
the larger sanctuary are sixteen hippo- 
potami, in two processions, walking 
upright ; also a hippopotamus pre- 
senting an offering to Horns, who is 
i sitting on the lotus flower ; several 
I crocodiles, with hawks* heads, on 
I square cases, eithet altars or sarco- 
phagi ; two rows of threo monkeys. 


and two of four cats ; a human figure, 
with the Ibis’s head, presenting offer- 
ings U) a cat ; a man bearing a globe 
on his shoulders ; an oblong-square 
case ornamented all over with flowers; 
above it appear twelve human heads, in 
four groups of three each, and below 
arc their feet with sandals; (these last 
are probably men carrying a sarco- 
phagus ;) a small human figure (Ho- 
rus), with a hawk’s head, riding be- 
tween the horns of a cow (Isis). In 
the inner sanctuary are two cows, with 
a child sucking each, the animals with 
their heads turned round and looking 
at tile infants — probably Isis and her 
son Hotus. On the ceiling are two 
rams wfth wings — a taurus and a Scor- 
pio ; twelve figures in three rows of 
four each, with a circular head orna- 
ment, and a star in the centre, pro- 
bably have some allusion to the signs 
of the zodiac. All the ornaments 
of these two sanctuaries are highly 
finished. Near the temple, on the east 
side, are t\ie ruins of an ancient basin, 
in the centre of which Denon men- 
tions, on the authority of Aristides, 
there was a Nilometer, but the column 
on which it was graduated no longer 
exists; the remains of a flight of steps, 
from the basin up to the temple, ai’c 
still to be seen. 

Sunday f August 17. — Early this 
morning we arrived at Luxor, part of 
the ancient Thebes, and took up our 
quarters in one of the temples. Hav- 
ing established our household, we 
devoted the day to a careful re-ex- 
amination of both Luxor and Camack. 
At the former place we carefully in- 
spected the sculpture on the exterior 
of the great pyfon. We also clearly 
made out that, wdth the exception of 
being written vertically instead of ho- 
rizontally, eight or ten of the upper 
hieroglyphics on the magnificent obe- 
lisks are the same as the first charac- 
ters of the frieze at Abou-Simbel, and the 
same also as tlie upper hieroglyphics in 
what are termed Cleopatra’s Needles at 
Alexandria. 

Monday, August 18.— We devoted 
this day to visiting the tombs of Goiirna; 
and Messrs. Beechey and Belzoni hav- 
ing been employed for months, by Mr. 
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Salt, in digging and making excava- 
tions in various directions among the 
rubbish of ancient Thebes, and par- 
ticularly at Gourna, were the best 
guides we could possibly have. It it 
customary with the natives to deceive 
travellers, and tell them that they lia' e 
seen all, before they have inspected 
half ; and it was precisely this trick 
they played on Mr. Irby and myself on 
our former visit. They have not been 
unmindful of the eagerness with which 
travellers inquire after objects of anti, 
quity ; especially the pa])yri, which are 
generally found under tlie arms or be- 
tween the legs of the inuniniies, and 
tlie demand for which has-been so 
great of late, in consequence of an 
opposition between the French party, 
employed by Mr. Drovetti, and the 
English, employed by Mr. Salt, that 
they now sell Tor thirty, forty, and 
fifty piastres each, whereas, formerly, 
you could get them for eight or ten. 
About a dozen of the leading charac- 
ters of Gourna, that is, the greatest 
rogues in the place, have headed their 
comrades, and formed them into two 
distinct digging parties, or resurrec- 
tion men, designating them the French 
and the English party ; these are con. 
stantly occupied in searching for now 
tombs, stripping the mummies, and 
collecting antiquities. The directors 
have about tliree-fourths of the money, 
and the rest is given to tlie inferior 
labourers. Tliey dread lest strangers 
should see these tombs, which to them 
are so many mines of wealth, and 
should commence digging speculations 
of their own — hence the care of the 
Gourna people in concealing tlicin. It 
would be endless to describe all the 
intrigues which are carried on ; or 
the presents given to the Defterdar Bey, 
the Agas, and the Cashiefs, to attach 
them to the one or the other party. 
Lately, Mr. Drovetti obtained an order 
from the Defterdar Bey, that the na- 
tives should neither sell nor work for 
the English party, and a caohief was 
most severely bastinadoed by the bey’s 
orders, and in his presence at Gourna, 
for having done so. At present, tilings 
are on a better footing. Mr. Drovetti 
is not an amateur^ but collects to sell ; 


he offered his museum to Mr. Salt, on 
his arrival, for seven thousand pounds^ 
but most persons seem to think lie 
will never get this price. He is now 
gone into Upper Egypt in search of a 
temple and Egyptian road, wliich are 
said to have been seen by the jclahs, 
at on<^ day’s journey, in the desert| 
from Madfuiii, the ancient Abydus. 

The tombs of Gourna are situated 
in a valley to the S. W. of the Mera- 
noniiim. Those which we first in- 
spected arc considered the best, and 
consist of two square courts cut in a 
bed of cau'aroeus stone. There are 
excavations on three sides <.f the 
square, and the fourth, or south side, 
is that by wliich they are entered. 
The principal excavations are on the 
north side ; these are very extensive, 
and we were at a loss which most to 
admire, the beauty of the sculpture on 
the walls, or tlic grandeur and extent 
of the excavations. The figures are 
cut on the smooth stone, which is vib'y 
close-grained, resembling the finest 
chalk, hut without cracks or Haws, and 
rather harder ; the colour is of so pure 
a white, and admits of so fine a polisli, 
that stucco has been (luite unnecessary. 
There is a liarmony throughout the 
decorations of these tombs that we have 
no where else noticed ; the sculpture, 
which is in intaglio, will bear the mi- 
nutest inspection. The plan of the 
excavation is extremely singular, some- 
times abruptly turning either to the 
right or left, without any apparent 
cause. «• At the further end there is a 
fine quadrangular court, having tho 
solid rock in the centre. You hero 
meet w ith some very rich grmips ; and 
there arc innumerable renniins of fine 
statues, in alto-relievo, leaning against 
the wall in all directions ; wo could 
not, however, distinguish one that was 
perfect. The art and precision with 
which the decorations of these sepul- 
chres arc finished, exhibiting an end- 
less variety of symbolic representa- 
tions, in the most elaborate and highly 
finished stylo, are truly astonishing. 
In some places tho roofs arc arched, 
in others they are flat ; here you meet 
with a deep wclliin a corner ; shortly 
afterwards^ you descend a flight of 
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steps. Some of the hieroglyphics are 
painted bine on a pale red ground ; 
blue is much used, tlie colour of the 
stone itself serving occasionally for a 
fine white held. Amongst the figures, 
in basso-relievo, there were many 
quite perfect, and so minutely cut, 
that the eye-brows and ears, tlie liair, 
nose, lips, and tlie hands and nails, 
would bear tlie closest inspection ; in 
short, throughout the whole of this 
mausoleum, the work of most skilful 
artists is observabk*. The examina- 
tion of the principal tomb occupied us 
two hours. 

We afterwards wont to sec the 
mummy pits. It is impossible to con- 
ceive a more singular and astonishing 
sight than this, imagine a cave of 
considerable magnitude filled up with 
heaps of dead bodies in all directions, 
and in the most whimsical attitudes ; 
some with extended arms, others hold- 
ing out a right hand, and apparently 
in the attitude of addressing you ; 
some prostrate, others with their heels 
sticking up in the air ; at every step 
you thrust your foot through a body 
or crush a head. Most of the mum- 
mies are enveloped with linen, coated 
with gum, ike., for tiieir better preser- 
vation. Some of the linen is of a tex- 
ture remarkably fine, far surpassing 
what is made in Egypt at the present 
day, and proving that their manufac- 
tures must have arrived at a great 
degree of excellence. Many of the 
bodies, probably those of the lower 
orders, are simply dried, witl^ut any 
envelopment. Iimumcrablo fragments 
of small idols are scattered about; 
they arc mostly liumaii figures of 
Osiris, about two inches long, with 
the hook and scourge in cither Iiand ; 
some are of stone, some of baked 
earthenware, and others of blue pot- 
tery. Except as being so odd and 
extraordinary an exhibition, few of 
the common tombs, which were most 
likely for the poorer class of natives, 
are worth seeing, as none of them are 
ornamented in any way whatever ; the 
bodies are stowed away in compact 
masses, tier on tier, always crossing 
eacli other. In g^me instances we 
found the hair quite perfect. It was 


in a tomb of this description that some 
of the diggers found a beautiml net- 
work, composed of long blue hollow 
beads, with threads passed through 
them ; the parts of the net hanging 
down over the shoulders, and ail ema- 
nating from a scaral/rcus Thebaicus, 
which was on the crown of the head. 
It was found on the head of a female 
mummy. 

At the commencement of tliis year 
the diggers also found two remarkably 
fine Egyptian vases of brass, covered 
with hieroglyphics ; they are nearly 
two feet high, and are the most valu- 
able remains of antiquity which have 
been dig^povered fiir some years, being 
quite perfect. Mr. Belzoni was for- 
tunate enough to get them for Mr. 
Salt, for one hundred and seventy 
piastres — 41. 5s. 

We now went to inspect a newly dis- 
covered tomb, tljat well recompensed 
us for the trouble. Having ci*awled 
in by a small hole barely sufficient for 
the body to be squeezed through, 
we entered a small sepulchral ante- 
chamber adjoining to a tomb filled 
with mummies. From the finished 
style of the decorations of this chamber, 
we concluded that it must have been 
the tomb of some noble family ; the 
paintings are all in fresco, and so 
wonderfully well preserved, that i\ot 
the least scratch or staiu is visible ; 
the pure white ground of the wall 
not being even tinged with yellow. 
Amongst the groups we noticed an 
interesting troop of six female musi- 
cians, dressed in white robes reaching 
down to their ankles ; over this they 
have a sort of black, loose woollen net 
hanging over the shoulders, and reach- 
ing down to the w'aist, Tlieir hair is 
jet black, plaittcd in ringlets, reaching 
down from the outer part of €lie eye- 
lids all round the head, and has, at 
first sight, the appearance of a veil. 
They are walking in procession and 
playing at the same time : the leader 
luis a harp with fourteen strings; then 
comes a girl with a guitar, wliich is 
not unlike that now in use ; then one 
with a lute, haud-omely shaped ; after 
which comes another girl clapping lior 
hands, apparently keeping time ; then 
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another with a sort of double pipe : 
this instrument is ])lavtMl un like a cla- 
rionet, and is long and slender ; both 
the tubes are of equal length. Th 
procession closes with a female beat- 
ing on a tambourine, wliich is in this 
shape . The gestures of thc^? 

musicians, with theii* uplifted eyes, 
would lead one to suppose they were 
playing some impassioned air. The 
preservation of this painting is aston- 
ishing, the colours being perfectly 
fresh, and no part whatever in the 
least defaced. What would not the 
French have given for such a specimen 
to put in their splendid work ? There 
is nothing throughout Egypt to be 
compared to it. In this apartment 
there are figures of two male harpci's; 
both are squatted down, and playing 
on smaller instrnnuMits tlian that just 
described, having only nine strings 
each : one is j>layiiig alone, the other 
is accomj>anied by a man playing on a 
guitar. These last-mentioned iiuisi. 
cians are hare-headed, and have bare 
feet ; they are apparently elderly men. 
There are many other groups. The 
sacred Lull (Apis) is here most mag- 
nificently ornamented, and is a hand- 
somer animal than it generally is. The 
ceiling of the apartment is divided 
into four compartments, each of which 
is painted with a different device. ! 
Adjoining the chamber, and connected 
by means of a small well, is a tomb 
filled with mummies, amongst which 
are the fragments of a mummy-case, 
richly painted and glazed. Some of 
the bodies are covered with canvas, 
aver which is a coat of plaster painted. 
We found concealed in the envelope of 
the corpses, some of the small orna- 
ments of earthenware, cjvlled Nilome- 
ters. 

The vftlley of Gourna ends at the 
foot of the Lybian mountains, where 
their sides present a perpendicular 
precipice. Here are some interesting 
antiquities— a granite portal, ^.disco- 
vered tljis year by digging ; an arch, 
the only one of Egyptian masonry to 
be seen in the country. ‘ It is well 
known that the Egyptians were igno- 
rant of the scientific mode of building 
sn arch ; and it is this circumstance 


which enables us frequently, in this 
country, to distinguish the works of the 
Greeks and Romans from those of their 
predeeessoi*s. The Egyptians built 
their arches in this formfgp^jg^ ; the 
Romans thus All 

the temples Jj.are roofed over 
with blocks of stone, frequently 30 ft. 
long ; hut as this was the utmost extent 
to which they could carry their system 
of building, you never meet with a space 
between a row of columns wider than 
that. Their staircases, whether cir- 
cular or straight, are built on the same 
principle their arches, being iner(*ly 
blocks of stone firmly inserted in the 
side of the wall, the workmen taking 
care to leave stone enough within the 
wall to Bupj>ort the weight. A j>ainted 
chamber and a gi*anite slab appear to 
he the other objects of interest near to 
this spot. I’lie chamber seems to have 
been a sepulchre rather than a temple, 
and was approached by two or more 
avenues. It was discovered by digging, 
at Mr. Salt’s expense, this y<*ar ; but 
the Defterdar Bey, or governor of 
Upper Egyyt, made the men desist 
from their researches. 

We next proceeded to visit a small 
temple dedicated to Isis, which is si- 
tuated to the N. W. of Medinet Ahoo, 
Its position is seen from Memiioniiiin, 
but being surrounded by a Saracenic 
wall of sun-hiirnt brick, nothing but 
one portal is visible. This constitutes 
the approach to the edifice, and through 
it you arrive at a small portico, the 
pillars bAving capitals of tho liead of 
Isis. There is, besides the portico, a 
cross ante-chamber, a sanctuary, and 
two wings ; it is altogether a neat little 
temple. In tho evening, after examin- 
ing the statues and temple at Memno- 
nium, wc returned to Luxor. 

Tuesday, August ID. — Early this 
morning we crossed the water with our 
janissary to pay a farewell visit to the 
Tombs of the Kings. One of the chief 
diggers accompanied us to show us 
two new tombs discovered by Mr. 
Bolzoni this year. We found them 
quite unworthy of notice. They are 
situated in a small valley adjoining tho 
great one. We afterwards again ex- 
plored the other tombs. In the small 
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chamber where Bruce made the draw- 
ing of the harp which he gave to Mr. 
Burney (for his History of Music), we 
saw that traveller’s name scratched 
over the very harp. This is, we think, 
strong presumptive evidence that he 
made the sketcli upon the spot, tliough 
he has been accused of drawing it 
afterwards from memory : he is, how- 
ever, in error as to the number of 
strings. In other respects, ho has 
given the form of the instrument cor- 
rectly, but the musician is very indif- 
ferently copied. This evening, w^e 
found some scori)ions, which our guide 
took up in his hand with groat indiffer- 
ence ; we remarked, however, that he 
took good care always to seize the 
reptiles by the tail. 

We returned on foot, by the way of 
Meninonium, ascending to the top of 
the Lybian chain, which on one side 
gave us a fine view of the valley and 
Tombs of tlie Kings, while on the 
other side we looKi'd down on the plain, 
wliicli contains the whole of the ancient 
Thebes, togetlicr with the Nile, both 
seen to gretit advantage, and form- 
a splemlid speeiinen of Egyptian 
scenery. As we di'sceiided, we counted 
on one spot upwards (»f fifty mummy- 
pits, discernible by their t>pcn mouths 
or entrances, on the sides of the hills, 
exclusive of an innumerable quantity of 
doors of grottoes, sepulchral eluiinbei’s, 
&c., &c., cut out of the sides of the 
mountains. We now returned to Luxor, 
and having seen cverytliing, began to 
think of returning. 1 caiiiKUt, how- 
ever, quit Thebes without adverting 
to Homer’s description of it. He 
says — 

“Not all proud Thebes’ unrivalled walls 
contain. 

The world’s great Empress on th’ Egjqjtiau 
plain ; 

That spreads her conquests o’er a tliousond 
states, 

And pours her heroes through a hundred 
gates, 

Two hundred horsemen and two hundred 
cars, 

From each wide portal issuing to the wars.” 

’ researches throughout the 

whole of the Thebafl ruins wo did not 
meet with any remains of either walls 


or gates, unless the term is applied to 
the pylons, and other buildings, which 
constituted the approaches to the sacred 
edifices. Now, if Tliebes had been a 
city with a hundred gates, there must 
surely have been a wall through which 
to construct them ; and it is not un- 
reasonable to suppose that the wail of 
so extensive and magnificent a city 
would have been built with stone, or 
at least that the frames or portals of 
the gates would have been of that ma- 
terial. Still no vestige of either gate 
or wall is to be seen ; and as so many 
ruins of temples and their porticoes 
remain to this day, how is it that not 
one solitary gate, nor even fragment of 
the wall, is left ? Under these circum- 
stances, 1 do not think it an improbable 
conjecture, that it was the numerous 
porticos, pylons, &c., of the Theban 
temples, that obtained for her the 
boasted repuUition of a hundred gates. 
That she vanquished and subdued many 
states, and that her inhabitants were 
proud of their warlike achievements, 
appears from the battles so fi’equently 
traced on the walls ; but wc nowhere 
observed Egy i)tiau horsemen, the horse- 
men being always of the enemy’s party 
in the act of flight, and looking back 
with dismay on the conquering Egyp- 
tians, who are invariably in cliariots. 
Numerous as have been the researches 
amongst the ruins of Thebes, I sus- 
pect that many treasures of art still 
remain concealed : and if the English 
party are not prevented from digging, 
it is probable we shall be continually 
hearing of some new discoveries. 

Friday^ August 21. — We started 
early this morning for Cairo, having 
bargained with the reis to take us 
down for thirty piastres — fifteen shil- 
lings. The boat was laden with len- 
tils for the pasha. We placed a 
few mats over- head for a shade, and 
found the ciirgo a good soft foundation 
whereon to put our beds ; the sailors, 
in the boat, helping us in our cooking 
operations, we found w’e did as well 
without as with a servant. 

Saturday^ August 22.— This morn- 
ing we stopped at TentjTa, and, as our 
reis said he should not start for an 
hour, wc determined to revisit the 
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temple of Isis.* We accordmp:ly 
started on foot for that purpose, Wlien 
we had got tw«.>-thirds of our way, we 
found tile canal was filled, and that 
we must either swim over it or return. 
As vve were dressed in our Arab cos- 
tume, the fornnu* alternative was not 
difficult ; we therefore threw our 
clothes over and plunged in. We 
e.xamined the temple, and did not for- 
get the little ciiamber, in whicdi we 
had before noticed the circular astro- 
nomical tabic on the cicling as being a 
monument of the s;ime kind a.s tlie 
Isiac table which wo had seen at 
Turin. It was in the ceiling of the 
other half of this chamber that 
Mr. Ruppell discovered a complete | 
lunar system, which had totally escaped 
Denon and all the other French savaiis. j 
Mr. Ruppell took an exact copy of this 
interesting tablet. It clearly contiins • 
tw’elve nioon.s and a bit of another, [ 
which no doubt was meant for the odd ; 
five days, as the twelve make 360. ; 
As this tlirows an additional lighten; 
the Egyptian moiie of calculating tlie ; 
j’ear, it is a matter of no small iiite- 1 
rest, and reflects the more credit on 
Mr. Ruppell, as so many travellers : 
have e.xamine<i this chamber, without 
the circumstance having occuiTe<i to 
them. In the great French work they 
have put down fourteen or fifteen 

* The inscription on the listel of the ror- 
uiee, in front of thu ten>f;io, hfxeal.i of it 
dt'dicated to Venu.s. whicli n^nfts ^Nith 
who .sayjj “The Teiilirites wor^h^I> Veinw. 
J^hiiid the temple of Venu«i \» a wnictnary 
of Isi5.” Thy latter still exHli : it is a 
small temple Hithosit odomni. It Is nirioua 
that the French savans «iid not this 

inscriyjlion : either they »li<l not nn' It, or, 
stranger ^till, noiio of them knew Cireek | 
enough to h*‘ al'!e to copy the Iett<*r.s, whi h 
are considerahly broken nrid tras<*fl. it was 
first copied hy roloneV Leake and Mr. ILuniL 
ton. It is not surprising tiiat U»e French, 
having failed as to the in*cripiion of Tentyra, 
should have omitted others more ditficuU, or 
that they should have occupied Alexandria for 
three years without haring been able to deci- 
pher a single word of the inscription on the 
column of Ihoclctian Colonel Leak, was the 
first to discover the legibility of this inscription, 
hy making out the wrords A A K H A N A I*K I A 2 
and K11APX02 AIl'TIITOT. The joint 
efforts of himself and Mr. Hamilton, ami 
Colonel Squires iliirlng several days after- 
wards, deciphered all (hat is at all legible of 
the remainder, fcleo CUutical J\turml, 


moons, novel' having taken the trouble 
to count tl 10111 . 

Tuesday^ August 25. — Wo slopped 
at Siuut, and wt*nt up to pay 
I respects to the hospitable doctor, 
I Marouky — found him as friendly as 
1 ever ; — stopped two hours, and then 
pushed on. 

j Wednesday 26. — Visited Mr. Brine, 
a grateful remembrance tif whoso 
kiiniess also induced us to imy our 
I respects to liim. We here took ciiargo 
; of the heads of two Egyptian iiuimmy- 
c.ascs, and other antiijuities duif up for 
Mr. Salt fn'm a spot .suftposod ’o bo 
; the burial place of ilermupolis, near 
tlie Lyhian chain. 

Thursday, A ugu'st 27. — We stopped 
at Houarti. As this was the vilUigo 
where our crew live, we were obliged 
to reconcile our minds to stoj> for 
tlirce days, while they made merry 
with their friends and relations. Wo 
had scarcely been here an hour, when 
our reis came to ask us to iiMul iiiiii 
the two inummy-cascs which we had 
on board, lie said he should like to 
have them up at the village fop an 
hour. We lent them immediately ; 
but it was not until tho following day 
j that we found out Jiis reason for bor- 
! rowing them. Numbers of women 
: caiiio down to us and asked pennission 
j to walk three tinie.s round them, cross- 
I iiig over them each time. This we 
found was to procure them families. 
The women were constantly arriving, 
young and old, and all going through 
the sainit ceremony. They were .all 
very serious during the pcrformanco 
of this mystery, and seemed lb think 
it oihl that we laughed so much, (hir 
.sailors iiifortiKMi us there were soiiio 
niui<{uitieH at the foot of tlu' .Moek- 
utein, about one hour and a half’s dis- 
tance. They mentioned temjiles and 
catacombs. We did not mucli believo 
them, but were glad of any excuse for 
a trip to pass away tho time, and 
accordingly started with one of tho 
rcis^K brothers as our guide. He took 
us to the site of a very extensive and 
finely-sitiiatcd city, which, from the 
state of tho rubbish, must have been 
of some conscijuoiicc. It stands at 
the mouth of a valley in the Mock- 
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atom, on an elevated spot, at the edge 
of the cultivated plains, of which it 
commands a fine view. The modern 
village of Tehene is close to it. The 
ruins have been much dug up by the 
Arabs in search of antiquities. We 
only found one capital approaching to 
the Corinthian order, most likely of 
lloman workmanship. Immediately 
above the ru!jbi.sh is a considerable 
range of catacombs and ancient tem- 
ples hollowed out of the rock. One 
.small temple of Isis is well worthy of 
notice, the decorations in bas.so-relievo 
being fiiiisheu in a good style. At 
about a quarter of an hour’s walk 
along the side of the mountain, to the 
southward, we saw a large excavated 
space, and on the top vt frieze with a 
Greek inscription, the letters of which 
are remarkably large. It is about 
three fath<»ms long, and its size (the 
letters being nearly one foot high) led 
us to believe it must be generally 
known ; we therefore did not copy 
it. We clearly made out tl»e wonl 
IITOAEMAIOS. We have since found 
that ho travellers have noticed this 
inscription. We have thefefore given 
the particulars to Mr. »Salt. A very 
old map of Danville’s, on a small scale, 
has the site of an ancient town, under 
the name of Cyuopolis, j)laced nearly 
in a parallel of latitude with this place. 
> We continued our voyage, and 
arrived at Cairo on the first day of 
September. 

Wtdnesday, September 2. — Our 
first care now was to shafre our 
beards, which we had allowed to grow 
from our first departure from Philse, 
and we resumed our European cos- 
tume. We felt as awkward at first at 
this change of dress, as we did when 
we first assumed the Arab costume. 
Mr. Salt received us very civilly. We 
found that great discoveries had been 
m»de during our absence ; and the 
first thing that drew our attention was 
Mr. Salt’s explanatory plan of the 
pyramids, tho sphinx, and all their 
interesting environs. We found, at 
Mr, Salt’s house, Colonel Stratton, of 
tile Enniskillen dragoons, and Mr. Ful- 
ler. Tliese two travellers had just 
made tho tour of Palestine, having 


arrived by land from YafTa and Gaza. 
They embarked at Constantinople^ 
after having completed the tour of 
(jJreece. As they had not yet been to 
the pyramids, we gladly arranged to 
accompany them. 

Friday^ September 4. — We set off 
early in the morning, and Mr. Salt 
having lent us a copy of hLs newly 
made plan, we regularly went over the 
whole of the ground, place after place, 
according to it. To our disappointment 
we found there was nothing new for ua 
to see, excepting a few of the upper 
steps fronting the sphinx ; as, unfor- 
tunately for us and all future travellers^ 
they have filled up all the excavations 
around the sphinx, so that there is not 
so much to be seen now as there was 
previous to our departure, the base 
having been perfectly cleared on one 
side before we started for Upper 
Egypt. From the several drawings 
and plans wdiich we have seen, as well 
as from what we have heard, it appears 
that the indefatigable Captain Caviglia 
I continued his operations till he bad 
; cleared all the breast of the animal ; 
; that he afterwards pursued his labours 
i till he reached the paws, at fifty feet 
j distance from the body : and here it was, 
between the two paws, that ho dis- 
covered the temple. I imagine that this 
small edifice is composed of three large, 
flat stones, like a similar shrine in the 
possession of Mr. Salt, and that tho 
door w'as filled up by two smaller pieces 
of stone on each side of it ; the sides 
have some fine specimens of basso-re- 
lievo : a man is depicted as presenting 
an offering to the sphinx, ^me of the 
inscriptions also arc interesting, and 
one of Caracal la fias the name of Gota, 
bis brother, erased, as in the Latin iu- 
scription at Syene. The lions which 
were found, together with the tablets, 
in basso-relievo, have been sent home 
to the British Museum, as well aa the 
great head of i\Ienition. There are atill 
at Thebes the remains of thirty-seyen 
statues, of equal, or larger dimensions. 
Beyond the small temple is an altar* 
At some distance from the paws is a 
flight of steps, which lead some depth 
below them to the base of tho temple. 
Mr. Salt is of opinion that this descent 
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^by steps was meant to impress the be- 
holder (after having first viewed the 
sphinx at a distance, on a level,) with 
II more imposing idea of its grandeur, 
when he views the breast in its full 
magnitude from below, A wall of 
'Ban-burnt brick w'as on each side of 
the steps, to prevent the Siind from 
filling up the space. Wc afterwards 
went all over tlie great pyramid, again 
descending to the lower chamber, which 
Captain Caviglia discovered, and also 
reinspected the well, Ac. We could 
not go into Colonel Davidson’s cham- 
ber, as the Ai's^s had stolen the rope 
ladder which was left there. Wc slept 
at the entrance of the great pymmid, 
and in the morning returned to Cairo ; | 
the excursion occupied us two days. 
"When we were last at Cairo, a trip to 
the sphinx used to take two hours ; we 
were now five hours going there, the 
inundation of the Nile forcing us to go 
more than double the distance round 
the edge of the canals. As we are 
now about to leave Egypt, I shall add 
a few remarks on Cairo. All Turkisli 
towns impress Europeans with very 
unfavourable ideas ; the streets are 
invariably narrow, and the fronts of 
the houses look like so many barn 
doors. Cairo is particularly ill-built, 
and a stranger, after having heard so 
much of Grand Cairo,” can scarcely 
believe his own eyes when he enters ; 
and this is the more striking, as, at a 
short distance, the lofty minarets give 
it a grand appearance. Miserable 
narrow streets, the 8 <piare bow-win- 
dows meeting over the head, and built 
with unpainted deal wood ; no pave- 
ment to be seen ; gratings substituted 
for panes of glass ; a’ dirty ill-dre.« 8 ed 
populace, and women covered up like 
so many ghosts, all conspire to render 
it disagreeable in the extreme. The 
various classes of inhabitants, such as 
Turks, Arabs, Copts, Jews, Frank.s, 
Ac., have their respective quarters 
where tliey reside in detached socie- 
ties; each quai*ter has its gatj and 
porter to^ttend it ; all are shut at eight 
o’clock in the evening ; after which 
time it is customary to fee the porter 
to get admittance. In case of tumults, 
when the troops go about robbing and 


plundering all they meet with, these 
gates beeonu; of great service. The 
citiidel of Cairo is built on a command- 
ing eminence ; here tho pasha resides. 
Great merit is due to Mahomed AH for 
the tranquillity which exists at present 
throughout Egypt, and could such an 
atrocious crime as the murder of tho 
mamelukes be overlooked, he might be 
considered as a great man. This barhju 
rous act was committed about six yeare 
ago : the unsuspecting victims, about 
two thousand in number, were invited 
to the castle to be present at the presen- 
tation of the Pelisse to the pasha’s 
son, Toussein, and his investitii: 3 with 
the command of Jidda, including the 

f overnment of the sacred city of Mecca, 
luring the ceremony, the walls and 
tops of the bouses, the castle, Ac., 
were lined with troops, and, on a signal 
given, as the mamelukes were quitting 
the palace, the soldiers opened' their 
fire on them, and nearly all of them 
were slain. 

Egypt at present presents a very 
different appearance to what it did 
when we took our departure from Cairo, 
in March; the Nile having overflowed, 
all the villages are insulated, and the 
date palm-trees, which invariably sur- 
rounded them, partly conceal the mud- 
huts, and give a pleasing and lively 
appearance to the face of the country. 
The river, also, in some places, appears 
of prodigious width, the plains being 
overflowed for many miles. We have 
been fortunate, in having seen Egypt 
througlvout, with the Nile at its lowest 
ebb, and also at its greatest elevation. 
There is no freehold property in this 
country, all the land being let out by 
the pasha, who afterwards forces tho 
peasants to sell their property to him 
only, and at his own price. Soldiers 
are quartered in all the principal vil- 
lages to enforce a due observance of 
this law. All the boats are likewise 
monopolised by him, and gun-boats are 
stationed at the narrow parts of tho 
river, to prevent the passage of any 
harks unless laden for the paslia. 
The Arabs, Copts, and others, wlio 
become rich in spite of this c»])prcssive 
system, are a 11 ow^*d but little enjoy- 
ment of their wealth. It is not at all 
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an ununual occurrence when any one 
of them has built a handsome house, 
that he should be desired to turn out, 
and give it up to some Greek, Turk, or 
perhaps to an European consul, and 
should he not immediately obey, his 
head is the forfeit. 

It is a curious fact, that no water- 
plants or weeds grow on the banks of 
the Nile ; a sedgy margin is never to 
be met with in this country. The lotus, 
affecting fens and marshy places, can 
only flourish during the most propi- 
tious part of the year, when the 
overflowing of the Nile promotes its 
growth : hence it was so favourite a 
plant with the ancients ; and is so 
generally coupled with all symbolic 
allusions to the river. This year the 
Nile has risen 17 pics or 34 ft. ; this 
is called a good Nile. Last year it rose 
IH pics, which produced a very plen- 
tiful crop. We went to the island of 
Rhoda to see the Mekias, but the 
column of graduation was wholly i 
covered by the water ; so that we 
might have spared oui'selves the trou- 
bio. The appearance oj the island, 
liowevor, now a complete carpet of 
verdure, witn splendid sycamore trees 
(fleus sycamorus of Linntcus), was 
b-^autifiil. There are no barns in 
Egypt ; the jieasaiit being sure of fair ' 
weather at harvest-home, the corn is 
in\mediately threshed, and the grain is 
piled up in immense hills, encircled by 
a wall. The birds arc then freely 
allowed their share, though, during 
the time it is ripening, their claims are 
disputed by children, who are placed 
on elevated mud-hillocks, scattered in 
all directions throughout the plains ; 
bawling, and flinging stones by means 
of a sling, to drive away the feathered 
robbers. The other day we went to 
Boulack, situated on the banks of the 
Nile. It is, properly speaking, the 
port of Cairo, and the busy scene it 
presents at this time of the year is not 
exceeded by any of our quays in Eu- 
rope. The large dgerms, some of 40 
aud 50 tons, bring their owners im- 
mense profits during the overflowing 
of the Nile. The stream brings them 
down with great Vapidity, and the 
strong north breeze takes them up 


again with equal speed. It is said 
these boats sometimes clear half their 
original cost the first season ; a great 
part of the year, when the Nile is in 
its bed, they are laid up in ordinary, 
as their great dratight of water pre- 
vents their moving. Throughout Egypt 
we never met with the remains of any- 
thing like a pavement in their cities, 
with the exception of Antinoe, ^ere 
we clearly made out that the streets 
had been paved in many places. 

English travellers are now beginning 
to make their appearance in Egypt. 
A few days ago Captain Bennet, of the 
dragoon.*’, and Mr. Jolliffe arrived from 
making the tour of Palestine. The 
former is gone up as high as Assuan, 
with Colonel Stratton and Mr. Fuller ; 
the latter, is obliged to return imme- 
diately to England. We start in a few 
days for the tour of Syria. Sheikh 
Ibrahim, w'ho travels for the African 
Association, and who is mentioned in 
Mr. LeghV publication, has been of 
jreat assistance to us with his advice 
in tracing out our route, &c. This he 
also did for both the travellers men- 
tioned above. Mr. Salt is very kind 
and attentive to us ; we dine with him 
every day, and he hAs allowed us to 
copy his map of S^Tia. We intend to 
cross the desert on camels to Gaza ; 
to visit the whole nea-coast up to La- 
tachia ; from thence to cross over the 
mountains by Antioch to Aleppo ; to 
go to Palmyra or Damascus, according 
to circumstances, and from Damascus 
to Jerusalem, visiting in our way all 
the objects of interest in the neigh- 
bourhood of our route. We calculate 
that the tour will occupy us till the 
middle of January, when we mean to 
embark at Alexandria for Smyrna and 
Constantinople. By the time we start 
for Syria (which will be in a few days), 
we shall have been fourteen mouths 
absent. We have supplied ourselves 
with provisions, clothes, and arms (viz., 
two muskets and a brace of pistols), 
and have, up to the present time, spent 
only one hundred and ninety pounds 
each, including our share of the boat- 
hire from Philaa up to the second cata- 
ract and back to Thebes, and also of 
the exnenses at Abou-Simh**l. exe»’*>t- 
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ing the paynunt of the labounMS ami 
the presents to the ciishiefs. Mr. Salt 
furnishes us with letters of introiiuction 
to Lady Hester Stanhope, Mr. Barker, 
the consul at Aleppo, and all the 
English agents in Syria. Lord and 
Lady Bel more arrived at Alexandria 
in their yacht on the eighth instant, 
and embarked for Cairo on the seven- 
teenth ; we expect them daily. 

We have been so fortunate as to dis- 
cover an interesting tomb opposite to 
Mr. Brine^s at Radimore ; the sides 
are covered with paintings, amongst 
which are two groups, of a description 


very rarely, if ever, to bo met with ; 
one of them represents the removal of 
a colossus between 30 and 40 it. high, 
seated on a chair ; upwards of a 
hundred labourei*s are employed to 
move it The other drawing represents 
an Egyptian garden, with exotics in 
dower-pots arranged on a terrace, near 
to which is an arbour, bee-hives, &c., 
&c. Mr. Bankes and Mr. Beechey 
are the only travellers who have visited 
this tomb since we discovered it : the 
former has made accurate drawings of 
all its contents. 


CHAPTER IV. 

TOUR IN SYRIA. 

Departure from Cairo— Route to Jaffa— K1 Arlsh — Ilaneuni-s—Ga/a— Ancient Khan at 
Asdoud — Ruins of a Ronuin HridKO — Jaffa — Singubir appearance of Oio Jtritibh t'oii.sul — 
Liberality of the .\ga— Ctvsarea — Ruins at Athlite— Convent on Mount Carmol--Acrc — 
Zib — Value of Medical Knowledge — 'I'yre — sidon — L.'idy Hester Stnnho|>e~Rnynith — 
Tripoli — The Cedars of Lebanon — Raafbec — Arab Villago — I.atacbia — Picturesque Sce- 
nery on the < )rontes — Heavy Rains— Antioch— Aleppo— .M r Rarker— H is Hospitality uud 
Kindness— Abundance of liame— Proposed Route— Observations on Aleppo. 

On the 1st of October, at 8 a.m., we evening at^thc village before men- 
were without the walls of Cairo. We tioned, we parted with the asses, and, 
had made a bargain with an Arab to . at eleven at night, set out again on the 
provide us with three eamehs, and to ■ three camels, with their owner and 
conduct us to Jaffa, for thirty dollars, j his black slave. We heard the liowl- 
A bout eleven, we pas.'icd, on our left, ling of wild beasts during the night, 
the obelisk of Mataria, the site of the | resembling the cries of human beings 
ancient Heliopolis ; and shortly after- ! in distress. 

wards we passed close to the ruins of | October 2, — This morning w’c were 
another ancient city on the skirts of • joined by a man with a laden camel, 
the desert, where the only object of who, seeing wc were armed, was 
interest was a statue in a sitting pos- anxious*' to have our protection. As 
ture, mutilated, but originally well the Tarabcen Arabs of the desert 
executed. Our road was in the desert, through which we were to pass are 
but close to the cultivated plains, notorious robbers, wo were not sorry 
which extend no further from the to see our number thus increased ; 
Nile than where the soil is benefited the stranger was bound to a village 
by the overflowings of the river, either near Gaza. To-day we passed occa- 
by natural or artificial means. Tliis sionally through the skirts of the 
causes a distinct line of separation desert, as well as of the cultivated 
between the barren sand and irrigated plains ; the latter are rich beyond de- 
land, having the appearance <»f a sea scriptiun ; the crops of doiira were the 
beach. We had left Cairo witf. only finest we had seen. The soil being 
one camel and three asses ; the other saturated with water, and receiving at 
two camels were to meet us at a village the same time the heat of an ardent 
in the evening. We had enlisted in ! sun, ])rodiiceH a very rapid vc'getjition. 
our service a Malte.sc interpietcr, who ; We slept this night in the desert; and 
mounted the third ass, while the camel ' on the following morning we halted at 
carried our baggage. Arriving in the j SeJahieh, the last village on our ro&d| 
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which i» situated on the borders of th< 
cultivated plains of I^pypt. We re. 
mained here a few hours to lay in a 
stock of water and provisions. Or 
leaving the village at 2 p.m., we wer* 
astonished at the picturesque appear- 
anco of the desert, which was covcret* 
with wild shrubs. The occasional hil 
and dale give a pleasing variety to the 
scene, very diflercnt from what we 
had been accustomed to in Nubia, 
where the desert deserves that appella- 
tion in the strictc-st sense, being no- 
thing but a barren expanse of saiui 
and rock, totally destitute of every sigi 
of verdure or vegetation. This differ- 
ence is to be attributed to the nightly 
dews in this more northern climate. 
Wells of brackish water are occasion- 
ally met with, which serve to siistai 
the numerous gazelles which we con- 
stantly see feeding in the distance. 
We frequently met with birds; and in 
some places the quail and partridge 
were in considerable numbers. \Ve 
found that, although the camels are 
capable when grazing, and not in 
work, of going five, si^, and even 
seven days without drink mg, it is ne- 
cessary that, when travellitig, they 
should drink at least every third day ; 
and our driver, whenever he met with 
water, even if they had drunk the day 
before, never failed to let them drink 
again, wliich always appeared to re- 
fresh them ; for tlie heavy sand fatigues 
these animals greatly. They perspire 
but very little, wliich tends much to 
the retention of that nioistifi’e so ne- 
cessary for their support : they were 
constantly feeding as they went along, 
the length of their necks allowing 
them easily to do so. We could not 
but notice the provident bounty of 
nature in planting tho desert with 
vegetables of a succulent and nutri- 
tious kind. It is undoubtedly to the 
want of verdure in the Nubian desert, 
as well as throughout the interior of 
that of Lybia, that we are to ascribe 
the difficulty of exploring those parts 
of Africa, as every camel there must 
have another to carry provender. Our 
road, or rather our track, was tolera- 
bly good. At SelUbieli we had been 
joined by several jversons — a man with 


a.sHc.s, an Arab without a nose, a free 
negro, and six Muggrabins, one ot 
whom was from Morocco, another 
from Algiers, and a third from Tunis, 
all hound on their pilgrimage to 
Mecca. By keeping with us they 
secured for themselves a supply of 
water, of which we had a good stock. 
They liad separated from the great 
caravan from Morocco, consisting of 
10,000 camels, which we met on our 
last expedition to the pyramids, when 
we learnt that the two sons of the 
emperor of M(»rocco were among the 
pilgrims. At the time we met it, this 
immense atwiemblage had been five 
months on its journey. 

October 4. — We iiassed, on our left, 
the great lake, which is situated to the 
east of Damietta, and were obliged to 
cross sevenil rivers and pools of salt 
water, sometimes up to the bellies of 
the camels, the Arabs and asses swim- 
ming across. In the afternoon we 
saw, on our left, the ruins of Pelusium, 
but they were too far distant for us to 
visit them, and too many pools and 
lakes lay between. In the evening tho 
desert became more hilly, with occfi- 
sional clumps palm-trees in the val- 
leys. In one of these we remained for the 
night, near a well of brackish water. 

October 6. — To-day we had much 
the same country ; the palm-trees, 
however, had disappeared. We saw 
many carcases and detached bones of 
camels and asses, which had probably 
dropped with thirst and fatigue. We 
also passed a few wells of indifferent 
water. This evening, Mahomet, our 
camel-driver, made some bread. lie 
kneaded the dqugh in a leathern nap- 
kin, and, mixing a good deal of salt 
with it, made a flat round cake about 
lalf ail inch thick, and baked it on 
dried camel’s dung. It was very 
:ood. 

October 6. — In tho morning we 
Janie near a bay on the sea-coast. On 
he right we saw some Bedouins. The 
^nd now became heavier, and the 
shrubs less plentiful : we, however, 
occasionally passed through some long 
damp plains between the sand-hills. 
We met a small caravan laden with 
tobacco ; the attendants were armed. 
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They asked backsheeish of us in a very 
rude manner, but wei'efused to give it, 
and determined to make the best pos- j 
sible display of our iii*e^riii8 for tlie | 
future. 1 have little doubt that these | 
people U8C their anus to eoininit rob- | 
beries when opportunity offers, as 
much as to protect themselves. We j 
still find the road sti*ewed with 
bleached carcases of camels and asses. 
In the coui-se of the day we were sui*- 
prised to see a vei*y fine hare. 

October 7. — We passed over a plain 
of about four miles in length, covered j 
with thick, hai*d salt, resembling in | 
appeax-ance sheets of firmly frozen 
snow'.^ The surface bore the weight 1 
of our animals \vithout giving way. 
Whilst we were at breakfast, a man . 
on horseback came and talked to the , 
camel-driver a good deal, saying, he 
wished to know who we were ; that he 
was a guard, and had orders to stop 
all Europeans travelling w ithout a sol- 
dier of the pasha of Egypt, lie also | 
asked for backsheeish, but did not j 
address himself to us. We took care i 
to let him see our arms, and when he | 
found that we took no notice of him, | 
be retired. The road was now level, j 
which relieved the poor animals a good | 
deal, and we sijon reached the sea 
beach. At three in the afternoon we 
arrived at £1 Arish. About an hour 
before we reached it, we stopped at 
some wells of fresh water, where we 
found a great assemblage of camels 
and many Tarabeen Arabs, who ap- 
peared to stop all passengers. They 
entered into a violent dispute with our 
conductors, which we did not under- 
stand, but they took no notice of us. 
They presently levied a'contribution on 
the Arabs who had joined us; and cer- 
tainly we should have shared the same 
fate had it not been for tlie appearance 
of our arms, as the chief followed us 
all the way to £1 Arish, surveying our 
baggage with the most thievish inqui- 
sitiveness. We were also paf^ed by 
the horseman who had visited us at 
breakfast, but observing that we kept 
our muskets in our hands, he said that 

♦ “He shall iahabit the parched places in the 
wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited.” 
Jeremiah, xvii. 0. 


it was not against us that ho meditated 
hostilities, and galloped on. At £I 
Arish are some Roman ruins : we no* 
ticed several marble columns. The 
village, which has a very fine well of 
good water, is situated on a slight emi- 
nence about half a mile from the sea, 
from which it is hidden by sand bills 
and clumps of palms. The priucipal 
part is inclosed within a high wall of 
considerable thickness, liaviiig loop- 
holes all round for musketi'y. There 
is an octagon battery for cannon at 
each angle. Some ruined guns luid 
old French uinmuuitiou boxes mc all 
the warlike stores it contains. This 
place is remarkable fin* the treaty made 
between Sir Sidney Smith and tlie 
Fx*ench army, for the evacuation ol 
Egypt, which his superiors would not 
ratify. The land about El Arish is 
quite barren. 

October 8. — Stioii after midnight 
we left this place. The morning was 
cold and foggy till sunrise, about an 
hour after wliich we stojiped to bi*eak- 
fast. We begged our camel-drivei’s to 
halt in a val^ at some distance from 
the road, that our Tarabecn neigh- 
bours might not discover us. We had, 
however, scarcely unladen the camels, 
when one of them came and seated 
himself in the midst of us. We could 
not help being surprised at tlie way in 
which this fellow stuck to us, as we 
were now nine hours from the place 
where we had first met him. We re- 
quested he would take himself off, as 
he could l/ave no business with us. He 
walked away, apparently disappointed 
at not meeting some of his conqiauions 
to assist him in plundering us. The 
desert was now much the same as at 
first, the number of shrubs increasing. 
In the forenoon we passed an exten- 
sive plain, where thei*e ai-e wells of 
tolerable water, a sheikh’s tomb, <and a 
Mahommedan burial-place. In the 
afternoon we had occasional views of 
the sea. We met many flocks of sheep 
and goats, peasants, and several laden 
camels. The attendants were usually 
armed, and eyed our baggage with a 
scrutinising look, but the sight of the 
muskets has always a tranquillising 
effect on them. We saw •some par- 
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tridgcH, and a good many gerba, a sort 
of rat which jumps like the kangaroo. 
About four we passed a temple of con- 
siderable magnitude. Two pillars of 
grey granite are standing, with several 
prostrate fragments ; ainl there is a 
largo wall, constructed of antique re- 
mains. At sun-set we reached the 
village of Ilaneunis. It has a long 
square fortification, inclosing a mosque. 
The approach to this place is pictu- j 
rcs({ue ; it is seated in a valley, and 
its environs are prettily laid out with 
gardens, trees, &c. There is but little 
land turned to agricultui*al purposes. 
W(i remarked both the houses and in- 
habitants to be cleaner and handsomer 
than those of Kgypt. There are many 
marble fragments of columns, Ac., 
which mark the site of a Roman town. 
Wo Innl often, before we left Cairo, 
inquired about the cheer we were 
likely to meet with in crossing the 
desert, and were always told of the 
hardships we sliould experience ; such 
as want of water, the fatiguing motion 
of the camels, and the total privation 
of every accommodation, pruce’s nar- 
rative had also led us to expect very 
indifferent fare. With these unfavour- 
able impressions, we were not a little 
surprised to find our journey a most 
pleasant ono. The pace of the camels, 
though tedious, being little more than 
tw'o miles an hour, we found Very 
agreeable. Tlie open air was the best 
slecping-placo during the night, and 
even then it was rather too warm ; 
and as for water and provisidh, zis we 
had taken care to lay in a good stock 
of both, we fared remarkably well. 
Indeed, if I except the heat, wfiich 
about noon is certainly a fraction more 
than is agreeable ( the skin of our noses 
being blistered off by it), I can truly 
say, I never made a more pleasant trip 
in my life. 


the village, scattered about over au 
uncultivated plain, are some beau- 
tiful sycamore trees, similar to those 
in Egypt. We remained four hours 
under one of these trees for the pur- 
ose of drying all our things, which 
ad been wetted by the salt water some 
days before, but w'e had not discovered 
it until now. While we were thus 
employed, a woman came hastily forth 
from the village, and seating herself 
on the ground, under a tree near us, 
bewailed most bitterly, throwing the 
sand over her head with frantic gesti- 
culations which lasted about tw'enty 
minutes,when her husband, with whom 
we heard she had quarrelled, came, 
and with difficulty took her aw'ay. 

There are some marble remains of 
antiquity at Esdier. We thought we 
perceived a decided change in the cli- 
mate ; the dews for some nights past 
had been very heavy. This morning 
the N.E. wind blew keenly, but the 
I sky was fine and clear. From Esdier 
\ to Gaza, which latter place we reached 
at 4 p. M., there are fine extensive 
I plains prettily cultivated ; and the 
: neighbourhood of Gaza itself is richly 
I wooded with the olive, sycamore, muT- 
I berry, cedar, fig, and other trees. The 
country is inclosed by hedges of prickly 
j pears, the hills gently rising to the 
view beyond each other, and the whole 
has a beautiful appearance. Except- 
I ing the less perishable materials, with 
which the houses are constructed— 
stone being substituted for mud — the 
towm partakes of the wTetched appear- 
ance of those in Egypt. The rains in 
vinter have forced the natives to roof 
their houses, wdyjrcas in Upper Eg^'pt 
they merely lay some canvas across 
to shade them fi*om the sun, that being 
the only iucoiivenieiico they have to 
guard against. Wc remarked that the 
inhabitants here were better looking 


October 9. — At daylight we pro- and cleaner, the women being dressed 
ceeded, tlie road leading through a in a wdiite or blue shirt, and a white 
barren country resembling a heath, shawl thrown loosely over the head, 
In two hours wc came to the village of with which those who have no other 
Esdier, prettily situated, with a view of veil occasionally cover their faces, 
the sea. There is here some land well Being tired, and having nine days* 
cultivated and artificially watered, with beard, we did not visit the town ; we 
the sackey, as in Egy\^t. The princi- were further discouraged by our ser- 
pal produce is tobacco. Beyond vant having been scoffed at on account 
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of bis religion. This was the frontier 
town of the land of Canaan.* 

October 10.— At 4 a.m. we left 
Gaza ; the road for two houra was 
through beautiful groves of olive trees. 
Then entering an open country, partly 
cultivated, we passed some villages on 
each side of us, and the dry torrent of 
the Escol over a bridge of two high 
arches. About noon we had on our 
left Majudal, a large village with a 
mosque, situated in a valley, sur- 
rounded b) groves of olives. At three 
in the afternoon weai rived at Asdoud, 
the site of the Homan Az<>tus ; near it 
Is an antique building in the form of 
an open square, which we at first t4>ok 
to be Homan, but as the Turkish khans 
for the accommodation of caravans and 
trsivellers arc built much in the same 
manner, we are rather inclined to be- 
lieve that it is one of them of very 
ancient date. lt.s inclosed court is 
entered by an arched passage, within 
which, on each sid(‘, are piazzas 
forme<l of five arches, two on each 
side of a larger one in the centre. On 
each side of the south entrance are 
chambers, with steps to ascend to the 
top of the building. The chamber on 
the left has evidently been used as a 
rimitive Christian chaped, as appeal's 
y an altar and a cr(».ss ; and there is 
an inscription in some Eastern lan- 
guage over the door. There are other 
arches in ruins, and j)artly buried, 
closer to the \illagc, amongst which is 
a marble fragment, which would appear 
to have once formed the capital of a 
Corinthian column. The natives of 
this pl‘ii;e flocked round us in num- 
bers, looking at us, and everything 
belonging to us, with wonder and asto- 
nishment. After we thouglit they had 
sufficiently surveyed us, we begged 
them to retire. They showed no inci- 
vility, but said they merely came to 
look at us. Some women came also, 
with a sick young man, apparently in 
a consumption, asking medical advice. 
We assured them we were not haekim, 
which tlicy did not believe, and we 
luckily I'ecollectcd that our Maltese 
interpreter had some ‘‘ balsam of 


Mecca,” which the friars say is an 
antidote for all distempers. We gavo 
them some, which appeared to excite 
much gratitude. They, however, soon 
returned to beg some of our hair, say- 
ing that the smoke of Christian hairi 
burnt while the medicine was wai'ming, 
would ensure a cure of the disorder.* 
We could not help laughing at their 
superstition, but they continued to en- 
treat us. For niy part 1 had little to 
spare, and Irby did not seem inclined 
to give .away any of his. They at 
length retired without the desired re- 
medy, and brought us some hor 'y and 
bread by way of return. Tliis wo 
offered to psiy for, but they would not 
accept an\ thing. We had beeii ad- 
vised by Sheikli Il)rahitn to go from 
Gaza to Jaffa, by the way of Ascalon 
or Ashkclon, but our camel conductor 
could not be prevailed upon to go 
through that place, as it is not on the 
direct road, and he would bo liable to 
a |>enalty it he deviated from the com- 
mon route of the camels — a regulation 
intended, we suppose, to prevent smug- 
gling, as Ascalon is on the sea-coast. 
At that pla(ie we should have seen part 
of a Uoinaii ainpliiiheatre, and somo 
excavations made by Lady Hester 
Stanhope, in search of suj^posed trea- 
sure, which failed of success ; but what 
we saw at Azotus in some mcasiiro 
recompensed us, and this wc should 
have missed had we gone by the other 
route. It was at Aslikelon that Sam- 
son slew thirty men (Judges, xiv. 
V, 111). wAsiloud is called Aslidod in 
the Old Tc.stamciit (see Isaiah, xx. ; 
Jeremiah, xxv. ; Amos, i., ib. iii. ; Zo. 
ehariah, xix. ; and Zophaiiiali, ii.). It 
is called Azotus in the Acts of tho 
Apostles, and by tlic Romans. I’al- 
rnyra, built by Solomon by the name 
of Tedmor, or Tadmor, is anotber in- 
stance, among many in Syria, of places 
having regained their original names. 
The Arabs in that neighbourhood 
know nothing of Palmyra, always calU 
iiig it Tedmor. 

October 11. — Before daylight, we 
quitted Asdoud ; tlie country is open 

* Mungo Park, at Dingyec, was requested 
by a foulah to give him a' lock of ids Ixair to 
make a saphie. 


* Genesis, x. 19. 
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and little cultivated, though the sful is 
very rich. In the afternoon we pafleed 
some ruiiiH, i)rohab]y Roman ; they 
ap?)ear to have been an aqueduct to 
convey water to the road-aide, which 
is to the eastward of the tract we 
traversed. We also passed a well 
which our conductor told us contained 
poisonous water ; on our right was 
Yabne, the ancient Jamnia, situated 
on a small eminence. About noon we 
crossed tlie nahr (or river) El Rubin, 
close to the ruins of a Roman bridge, 
one arch of which, and a part of an- 
other, are all that remain. They are 
overgrown with bushes and weeds, 
which have a pretty efiect ; and cer- 
tainly, to an amateur of the pictu- 
resque, the ruins of Syria must have a 
deci<lcd advantage over those of Kgyi t, 
where an arid climate totally prevents 
there being the least sj)ot of verdure 
on a ruined fabric, be it ever so old. 
The traveller is, however, recompensed 
for this deficiency, by the compara- 
tively high state of preservation in 
which he finds the Egyptian monu- 
ments, notwithstanding their superior 
antiquity ; and I think tnat he who 
has once seen Egypt, will never feel 
equally interested in any other coun- 
try. It is this feeling that has brought 
Mr. Bunkes hack to the Nile, after 
having exi)lored Greece, Asia Minor, 
and tiie Archipelago ; and he is now 
gone a second time to Thebes. The 
.'iver El Rubin, above the bridge, is 
lie. rly dry, and filled with wild flowers 
and rushes. Bektw it there if a hand- 
some winding sheet of water, the banks 
of which are likewise covered with 
various water-fiowers, and many black 
water-'owl were swimming on its sur- 
face ; the water is bad, but not salt. 
On the opposite side of this river, on 
a small eminence, is Sheikh Rubin’s 
tomb, surrounded by a square wall, 
inclosing some trees. There are in 
Syria and Egypt numbers of these 
tombs, which the Arabs erect to the 
memory of any man who they think 

of 

filieikh is not only given to their chiefs, 
but also to their saints. These tombs 
are generally placed in some conspi- 
cuous spot, frequently on the top of a 


mount. The sepulchre consists of a 
small apartment with a cupola over it, 
white-washed externally ;• within are 
deposited a mat and ajar of water, for 
the ablution of such as retire there for 
devotion. Sheikh Rubin, who lived 
many years since, appears to have 
been much respected, and the people 
still go to pay vows at his shrine ; they 
also bring provisions and celebrate fes- 
tivals there ; the riverno doubt receives 
its a])pcllati(in from this sheikh. Leav- 
ing tlie neighbourhood of the nahr El 
Rubin, we crossed ihe sand hills and 
came to the sea beach, four or five 
miles south of Jafia, and continued 
coasting till we came to the back of the 
hill, on the opposite side of which 
stands the town ; here we crossed 
over between the most beautiful gar- 
dens, filled with vines and fig-trees, 
the prickly pear, Ac., though the soil 
i.s a deep sand. We arrived at Jaffa, 
the ancient Joppa, about 5 r.M. On 
our right we saw Ramla and Loudd, 
the ancient Arimathea, and Lydda ; 
the former is in the n>ad to Jerusalem. 
There being im inns or khans in the 
sea-port towns for the accommodation 
of travellers, we were obliged to repair 
to the rc.Mdence of the English consul. 
We found the rcpresontati\e of Great 
Britain sitting at the door of his house ; 
he was a man apparently about sixty 
years of age, dressed in the Turkish 
mode, excepting an old brow’ii cocked 
hat covered with grease, and put 
square on his head. His beard might 
he of some seven or eight days’ grow th, 
and his hack was ornamented with a 
plaited pig-tail, reaching downi«to his 
iiiiddic. It w'as difficult to refrain 
from laughing af the sight of so odd a 
figure, for his dress was all soiled 
with fat and the drippings of soup. 
He received us with a dignified reserve, 
and, uttering several ‘‘ favoriscas,*’ 
showed us into the apartment, which 
performed the office of a saloon. This 
room was filled with water-melons ; 
some English prints decorated the 
walls, and an old dirty sofa, without a 

* “ Ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which, 
indeed, appear beautiful outward, but ora 
within full of dead men's bones. " Matt, xxiii. 
V.27. 
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covering, and well stocked with fleas, 
constituted the furniture, whilst nume- 
rous holes ill the floor gave free access 
and egress to the rats. In the evening, 
when supper was announced, wo were 
in hopes of a splendid repast, and ns 
we had not tiisted anything since our 
early breakfast of dried fruit, we 
entered the room with our appetites 
very sharp set. Great was our disap- 
pointment when we found nothing but 
rice and cabbage, our host obscrvin 
that it was ** Giorno della Penitenza. 
We slept in the sm/oo/i, and got unmer- 
cifully bitten by the fleas. Next day 
we received some scraps of meat, but 
the old consul took care first to fill us 
so full of rice, that we could hardly 
find room for the better part of his 
feast. Jaffa, situated on the sea-coast, 
is a small fortified town ; the defences 
were in a very ruinous state, but the 
Aga was busily einpl<»yed in repairing 
them. Vessels were arriving from the 
northward daily, with stones, Ac., and 
he himself siiperintimdcd the opera- 
tions constantly. The Christian and 
Mahommedaii inhabitants were obliged 
to work alternate days, the parlies 
being cliangeil every morning at sun- 
rise by the sound of the <lrura. We 
saw the place wlien? the French ^ 
entered the town on thorr advance into | 
Syria, and the hospital where Iluoiia- j 
parte poisoned his sick, on his retreat, j 
to prevent their falling int»i the hands 
of the Turks. This place is now the 
Armenian convent, and one of the 
priests, who was in the town at the 
time, says there were only thirty-five 
men ttius poisoned. About a mile 
without the town the French army 
was encamped, and it was here that 
Napoleon inhumanly massacred the 
inhabitants in cool blood, after the 
town was fully in his possession. The 
number thus slain is uncertain, but 
many people now in Jaffa attest the 
truth of the story. Our camel-driver 
being bound to Jerusalem, ve sent 
the heaviest part of our baggage to 
that place by him, and endeavoured 
to purchase horses to continue our 
route in Syria. As we found great 
difficulty in procuring them, we sent 
to request the Aga would lend us a 


soldier to assist us, ns old Damian i, the 
consul, was of more harm than good in 
the husiuoss. Instead of doing so, the 
Aga very kindly said he would lend 
us government horses for noth in >r, as 
he had also done to Colonel Stratton, 
and that we might keep them as long as 
we pleased : he added, that an English- 
man, to w'hom he had granted the saino 
I favour, had three years afterwards 
j sent him a spy -glass in return. This ob- 
servation savoured a little of self-inte- 
rest, but he was a kind-hearted man, 
as the following incident shows. Our 
Maltese interpreter, twenty yoers ago. 
had been in a better situation of life, 
and, whilst trading in a small way in 
cotton, became acquainted with this 
Aga ; on some occasion he had given 
I him a watch as a presioit ; they never 
I again met till the other day, when the 
Maltese, travelling as interpreter to 
! Colonel Stratton, was recoguise<l, at 
j Jaffa, ])y the Aga, who, seeing him in 
reduced circumstances, forced him to 
receive a sum of money, saying, it was 
now hin turn to give a present. The 
Maltese, who is an honest man, declined 
accepting the cash, but the other forced 
him to take it. This is one, amongst 
otlier instances we have met with of tlie 
disinterested generosity of the higher 
clas.s of Turks. Jaffi is the ancient 
Joppa ; Hiram, king of Tyre, sent 
Lebanon cedars by sea to Joppa, for 
the building of Solomon^s temple ; ami 
the latter had them removed by land 
to Jerusalem (see 2 Chronicles, c. ii. 
V, 16). The scene of St. Peter’s vision 
was near Joppa (Acts, x.). 

October 15. — At 9 a. m. w'c left 
Jaffa. We had not slept in a house, or 
under any cover since we departed from 
Cairo ; as yet we had found no incon- 
venience from this ; hut as we were 
going to the northward, and tho winter 
was fast coming on, we tliought it ad- 
visable to equip ourselves in a thick 
Arab garment, made of a sort of coarse 
wool or sackcloth ; it was very heavy, 
and, although of tlie best quality, cost 
only ten piastres, little more than five 
shillings ; a pair of coar.se white Turk- 
ish breeche.s, and red worsted turban 
completed our costume. The sun 
in the desert had browned us to a 
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good standard colour, which according 
well with our dross, we thus avoided 
the curiosity of the natives, who before 
used to flock round to gaze at us as if 
we had been wild beasts. For five 
piastres we purchased a woollen mat 
to do duty as a bed ; and thus fur- 
nished, and with four good hack hoi'ses, 
we felt quiU^indepeudent. As to pro- 
visions, we always had a staple of bread, 
cheese, and onions, which served for 
breakfast, dinner, and supper, unless 
we wore fortunate enough to moot with 
a fowl. Our road led along the sea- 
beach, and we shortly crossed the nalir 
El Petras. In the afternoon we passed 
through a wild but pretty country, and 
crossed the nahr Arsouf, leaving the 
village of that name (the ancient Apol- 
lonia) on our left. The following 
morning we set out very early, and 
crossing the nahr El Kasab arrived at 
Cesarea. Here we stopped two hours, 
examining the antiquities. A small 
part of these are incl(>sed within the 
ruins of an old wall and ditch, which 
appeared to be Saracenic; and on a 
promontory which bounds this ex- 
tremity on tlie soutli side, are the re- 
mains of a large edifice, constructed 
apparently upon the ruins of a Roman 
temple. Many fvagments of immense 
pillars of granite have been used to 
f(»rm a landing-place on the nortli point 
of a small bay. The Roman remains 
extend fiir beyond the limits of the 
walls before-mentioned, and to the 
north of them. Above, and parallel 
with the sea-b<!ach, are the rifins of 
some arches, and of a wall, which ap- 
pears to lead to the hills, which now 
begin to approach closer to the sea, 
and to the nahr Zerka, where the water 
is fresh ; this circumstance, and the 
wells of the town having bad water, led 
us to suppose that these arches had 
once been part of an aqueduct. There 
are also wells on the promontory, but 
they are now dry. Without the Sar«a- 
ceiiic walls, to the south, wc found a 
column of marble, with a Roman in- 
scription of the Emperor Septimius 
Severus, but too much buried for us 
to take a copy of it. About noon we 
arrived at Tortura, the ancient Dora 
(see Judges, i. 27). There are extensive 


ruins here, but they possess nothing of 
interest. We left this place at two, and 
at four reached Athiite, where we re. 
mained for the night. Between Tor- 
tura and Athiite are numerous stone 
quarries. The village of Athiite ie 
situated on a peninsular-shaped pro* 
montory, and has apparently been con- 
structed from the ruins of an ancient 
city. It is of small extent, and wotild 
seem from its elevated situation, and 
the old wall which suiTouuds it, to have 
been a citadel. There are the ruins of 
two other walls, one of which incloses 
a square space, the farther or southern- 
most end of which juts into the sea. 
There arc three entrances through this 
wall, two oil the east, and one on the 
south side, and steps in various places 
to ascend to the top of it. The other 
wall approaches near to that of the 
citadel ; but the outer one, which we 
may suppose to have included the re- 
mainder of the ancient town, incloses 
a considerable space of ground now 
uninhabited. There is a small bay to 
the south of the promontory, which 
may have occasioned the construction 
of a town oil this site, as it makes a 
tolerable haven for small vessels. The 
most interesting thing within the cita* 
del, is the ruin of a great building, 
which we were puzzled to make out ; 
the half of the circumference, which 
is still standing, has six sides. On the 
exterior, below the cornice, in alto- 
relievo, arc heads of men, lions, and 
sheep. The exterior walls of this edi- 
fice have a double line of arches in the 
Gothic style ; the lower row larger 
than the upper one ; the architecture 
is light and elegant. There does not 
appear to be any alicient name to this 
place, and from all the information that 
we could obtain, the ruins are no 
older than the^time of the crusades, 
when the town went by the name ef 
Castel Pelegriiio. From the commo- 
diousuess of tlie bay* the extent of the 
quarries in the neighbourJiood, the fine 
rich plains near it, which now are only 
partially cultivated, it would seem that 
this place w'as formerly of much im- 
portance, and that the neigh bouidiood, 
though now very thinly inhabited, was 
once populous. 
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October 17. — At day-light we de- 
parted through the nortliernniost of 
the two passages in the eastern wall. 
Here the rock has been cut away to 
form the road, and various circum- 
stances combined, induced us to form 
an opinion that Athlito is of much 
greater antiquity than is represented. 
Passing by the part of the coiist formed 
by the foot of Mount Carmel, we 
entered the bay of Acre, and in less 
than three hours from Athlito we 
were at Caifla (the ancient llepha). 
Here we found the only friar at pre- 
sent belonging to the convent of 
Mount Carmel, an intelligent man (a 
Maltese), who, after supplying us with 
breakfast, attended us to the summit 
of Carmel, where the convent is situ- 
ated. This building was formerly 
fitted up with beds, and every accom- 
modation. It was pillaged and de- 
stroyed by the Arabs after the retreat 
of the French army from the siege of 
Acre ; the latter having used it as a 
hospital for their sick and wounded, 
while their operations were carrying 
on ; and in the places where the poor 
fellows were laid, the numbers by 
which they were arranged are still 
visible on the walls. Tiie friar shewed | 
us a cave cut in the natural rock 
where the prophet Elijah had his altar 
(see 1 Kings, xviii. 17, and following 
verses). In front of this are tlie re- 
mains of a handsome church in the 
Gothic style, built by the Empress 
Helena at the time she made her pil- 
grimage to Jerusalem. From Mount 
Carmel there is a beautiful view of the 
bay of Acre, the mountains inland, 
and the MeditciTanean. Near the 
convent are some prostrate columns. 
We found an immense scorpion 
amongst the rubbish in the court. 
There is a well of excellent water. 
The mount is of very inconsiderable 
height, and quite barren, though at 
the north-eastern foot of it are some 
pretty olive-yards. On me'itioning to 
the friar our suspicions of the ruins of 
Athlite being partly Roman, he sug- 
gested the idea that it might have 
been called Athla, as the present name 
Athlite resembles that word much in 
Bound. We returned from Mount 


Carmel, and leaving Cuiffii at three in 
the afternoon, followed the coast of 
the bay of Acre, and shortly passed 
over to the right of the brook Kishon, 
where Elijah slew the worshippers of 
Biuil after he had proved to them the 
existence of the true God, by the 
miracle he had wrought on Mount 
Carmel. We soon after crossed the 
mouth of the river Kishon, and nubso- 
qiieiitly the river Btdus, and reaching 
Acre at sunset, were shown to the 
house of Signor Malagamba, the Bri- 
ti.sh agent. All the rivulets wo have 
hitherto passed in Syria are ♦ordablo 
in the Autumn, close to their junction 
with the sea, where the counteraction 
of the rapid streams of the riveiWjand 
the surf, form sand-banks or bars. The 
water is generally fresh close to their 
junction with the ocean. 

October 13 , — Wo found Signor Malar 
gamba mure useful to us than Dami- 
ani : but as he had no room to lodge 
UH in, we took up our quarters in the 
convent, where we w ere kindly received 
by the “ Padre Superiore.** We ate 
our ineal| with the worthy consul, 
whose house is in the same khan as 
the convent. Acre is a strong forti- 
fied town. Since the French siege, in 
1790, the Turks have doubled the 
walls which inclose the town. Wo 
were shewn the breach made by the 
French army, now entirely repaired, 
except the spent shot-holcs. Tiie situar 
tioii of Acre is delightful. Tlic princi- 
pal objects of interest in the town are 
the m^^’sque, the pasha^s seraglio, the 
granary, and the ai’scnal. A great 
religious festival was solemnised by 
the Turks while we were here. The 
mosques were brilliantly illuminated 
at iiight. The next day we went to 
see the pasha’s finest horses : they 
were splendidly caparisoned with gaudy 
trappings of leopards’ skins embroi- 
dered with gold and silver; but tho 
animals themselves were ill made and 
good for little, the whole affair being 
more for show than use. Acre was 
the Accho of the Old Testament, 
which, together with Achzib, Dor, 
Sidon, and some other places of tho 
sea-coast of Syria, were never com- 
{ pletely subdued by the Israelites (see 
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Judges, i. 31). Gaza, Ekron, and 
Ascaton, further to the southward, 
were subjugated (same chap. i.v. 18). 
We liere procured a firman from the 
pasha, having travelled thus far with- 
out any authority from the Syrian 
governments. This finnan was worded 
very stnmgly in our favour ; it was 
addressed to all the Agas in the paaha- 
lic of Acre, and our horses were or- 
dered to be furnished with fodder, Ac. 
free of expense wherever we might go. 

October 20. — At one in the after- 
noon we <iuitted Acre. Our route lay 
across the \»lain of that name, in which 
there was nothing remarkable to be 
seen except the extensive atiueduct by 
which the town is supplied with water. 
We Kfofjped at Zib, the ancient Aeh- 
zib (sec; Judges, i. 31 ). Tbe inhabitants 
were dic'sscd for tlie Malioininedaii 
feast, and crowdc-d round us, and all 
their sick came for medical aid, but 
we bad notliing to give them but the 
balsam of .Mec(*a, which bad been so 
useful at Ashdoud, Amongst our 
patients was the sheikh's son, w ho had 
burnt bis band most terribly. He 
evinced much gratitude for the assist- 
ance we reiubu’cd to liim and tbe rest 
of the villagers. He ottered our in- 
terpreter a considerable sum of money, 
which be refused. A small medicine 
chest, with Uoece’s or some other 
book oil the subject, would be a truly 
valuable article in the trunk of a tra- 
veller in these countries, and would he 
the surest means of conciliating the 
natives. • 

October 21. — W^e w’cre mounted and 
on our route at dayliglir, and in about 
an hour’s time reached Cape Blanco. 
The descent on the north side reminded 
us, ill its numerous windings, of the 
mountain roads of Switzerland ; and 
the scii da.shiiig against tl:e rocks be- 
low us bad a line ettect. The road 
was ex«*crable. About three hours 
before we reached Tsour, the ancient 
Tyro, we stopped to visit some ruins 
on a small eminence on our right ; 
they consisted of the remains of a 
large city, and the ruins of a temple 
in a most dilapidated state. Only tw'o 
columns are standing. In the lower 
part of the capital of one we distiu- 


giiished the Echinus moulding. The 
material used in these buildings is the 
natural stone of the country, which 
is calcareous and very porous. Beyond 
these ruins we distinctly traced the 
remains of the ancient paved way to- 
wards Tyre, and we aft€*rwards as- 
cended what is called the ladder of the 
Tyrians ; it i.s a jneturesque spot, the 
road being cut in the side of the per- 
pendicular cliff on the sea-shore, to 
the height of several hundred feet 
above the level of the water. This, 
according to Maundrell (page 52), w'as 
the w’ork of Alexander the Great. 
After descending from this elevated 
! spot, we parsed the ruinous heaps of 
' another ancient city and some pic- 
I ture.sque rivulets, and arrived at Tsour 
at one in the afternoon. Here we put 
I up at the house of an Arab, who callt^d 
! himself a Cliristian archbishop ; he 
I was not at home, and, at first, his wife, 
j daunted liy our rough A mb attire, was 
unw illing to reci ive us, but our con- 
ductor assuring lier that we were 
Englishmen travelling for pleasure, 
slie treated us with great civility and 
attention. The establi.slnnent was a 
very humble one, as might be expected 
I ill HO mean a place. Tbe prophecies 
of tbe fall of T\re in I.saiab, Jeremiah, 
and Ezekiel, seem to be fulfilled in the 
present appearance of Tsour, there 
being no vestige remaining, but mere 
rubbish, of the ancient city (so called 
from Tiras the son of Japbetli). The 
city, formerly built on an island, is now' 
od a peninsula ; the isthmus, which 
Alexander caused to be made for the 
prosecution of his attack on the city, 
lias now the appearance of natural 
ground. The walls and castle are visi- 
ble, hut I should strongly suspect they 
are not the same which existed at the 
time when Tyi*e w'as in its glory, and 
the port is much choked up with mud. 

October 22. — At sun-rise we pro- 
ceeded on our journey. We saw the 
remains of the ancient aqueduct, and 
crossed the mouth of the Kasmia ; the 
banks of this winding river, wliich 
proceeds from an extensive valley be- 
tween the niounlains, are very pic- 
turesque. There is a bridge with one 
arch over it, a little below which is a 
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small islaDd. We continued our route 
through a country nearly barren, very 
thinly populated, and very uiiinterest- 
ing, with mountains on our right, des- 
titute of either beauty or vegetation. 
We passed through the ruins of five 
or six large cities, now mere rubbish, 
and only distinguishable as sites of 
towns, by numerous stones much dila- 
pidated, but still showing marks of 
having been cut square with the chisel, 
with mortar adhering to them, and here 
and there were fragments of columns. 
The only place marked in the map in 
this quarter is the ancient Sarepta or 
Zarephath, remarkable by the miracles 
wrought there by Elijah (sec 1 Kings, 
xvii.) In the afternoon we crossed 
the dry be Is of several torrents, and 
a river by a bridge of five arches; the 
batiks of all these streams were covered 
with w’ild-flowers, amongst which was 
the oleander, in full bloom and beauty, i 
As we approached Saida we observeil ; 
that the sides of the hills were covered 
with vineyards, but their appearance ' 
is not at all pictures<pie. Half an hour 
before w’e arrived, we passed the ruirLS| 
of another ancient city ; also a frag- ■ 
ment of a granite column, and a Roman 
mile-stone, like that near Cesarea, and 
having upon it an inscription of the 
time of Septimius Severus. The im- 
mediate neighbourhood of Saida (the 
ancient Sidon) is pretty. The place 
derived its name from Sidon, the hrst- 
bom of Canaan (see Genesis, x. 15). 
The plain at the foot of the hills is 
entirely appropriated to extensive and 
shady groves and gardens, with narrow 
and pretty lanes between them. There 
is no English consul or agent at Saida, 
we therefore went to the convent, but 
found no friars there, and the church 
was shut up. The French consul had 
entire possession of all the apartments; 
he was now on a tour to the Holy 
Land. We had seen him at Acre ; he 
was then with his wife going to Naza- 
reth. We had some difficulty in ob- 
taining a room in this convent, but at 
last we got one belonging to one of 
the absent servants. We were now 
in the neighbourhood of Lady Hester 
Stanhope, and as we were entrusted 
with a letter from Mr. Salt, a packet 


of English letters from Acre, and a 
book fi*om Jaffa, we deemed it our 
duty to wait on her, and therefore set 
out for her usual residence, an old 
deserted convent in the mountain, 
about one hour and half distance from 
Saida, called Mar Elins Alza ; but her 
ladyship had removed from thence on 
account of the heat to a more elevated 
finot in the mountjiins, called Castle 
tJeba : we therefore forwarded the 
letters, &c., together with a note, re- 
questing permission to wait on her. 
The following morning we received a 
letter, saying, that she had ir*'ide her 
mind up not to receive any more 
Englishmen, with the exception of 
officers of the army and navy, ‘‘all 
fine fellow's,** as she was pleased to 
express herself ; at the same time she 
strongly dissuaded us from undertaking 
the trip to Palmyra, and reconmieiuled 
us to make a short tour of fifteen or 
twenty days round the vicinity of 
Saida, and then to return and pass 
twenty days with her in her convent. 
This, at the present .season of the year, 
with the winter and rainy season fa««t 
approaching, ivould have* been the most 
inqiolitic plan wc could have pursued, 
and therefore we ndurned a polite 
answer declining her civilities with as 
good a grace as we could. She is 
always dressed in the Turkish costume 
as a m.an ; her genei’osity we heard 
spoken of in all directions. Saida 
possesses as f(iw relics of its nnei<*nt 
magnificence as Tyre. The port, al> 
thouglo it may once have la en extenu 
sive, is now small, and nearly filled up 
with mud. Thti castle, eonnected to 
the main land by a bi itlge, is an old 
building, but the same r« mark \\lii<‘h 
I made on the ancient edifices at Tyre 
is applicable to those of Sidon, v that 
they are more recent than the time 
when the city w'as in its splendour. 

October — ‘25. At 9 a. m., we left 
Saida by a wTctcbed rugged road, and 
through an uninteresting country. We 
met occasionally with the remains of 
the ancient paved way. In tlu‘ after- 
noon we passed the ruins of an ancient 
tow'Ji and burial-ground ; here are 
many stone sarcophagi, some never 
opened ; their lids are higli and massy, 



SYRIA. 


63 


CHAP. !▼•] 

and terminate in an angle. A little j the rock on the side of the road we 
beyond tliem are two arches in the I descended ; this was copied by Maun- 
inountain’s side, the ruins either of a ! drell, 120 years ago, and appears to 
bridge or an aqueduct. Shortly after- ‘ record the construction of the road by 
wards we quitted the sea-cojist and the Emperor Antoninus. Near the 
passed over the hills which form the ' bridge is also another inscription in 
promontory of Bayruth ; here we | the Arabic language. We passed the 
had a fine view of the plain, co- night at the mouth of the river, and 
vered witli groves of olives, and of at daylight the following morning pro- 
several villages on the mountain's side. ! ceeded along the sea-shore. In an 
Descending, wo passed through plan- I hour’s time we ascended a rocky point 
tations of figs, and of young mulberry ! of a small bay inhabited by fishermen, 
trees for tlie silk-worm, and from At the foot of this promontory, close 
thence through gardens neatly inclosed to the sea, are the remains of a chapel 
by walls, where we met occasionally cut out of the rock, which we were 
with fragments of antiquity. It was . informed was the sepulchre of St. 
dusk before we entered Bayruth, the ! Geoi*ge. The old fishermen, whose 
ancient Berytus. It stands well, and ' cottage is situated on the promontory- 
like all the other towns of Syria that * above the chapel, were so superstitious 
we have seen, has pretty environs and as to believe, and endeavoured to })er- 
rieh gardens at the back of it; but suade us, that the water of the sea near 
these beauties arc always confined to this spot is a cure for all distempers, 
particular spots, and an hour’s ride and that numerous people came hither 
iisuaHy conducts you again into an un- for the purpose of being healed by it. 
interesting and rocky country. There We had here a good view of the grand 
is a fine view of the sea from the ] convents of llarissa Soummaar, ro- 
inarinii, and tlie jetty is built (*n foun- mantically situated on the summit of 
dations of aiiticpio granite columns, the mountain. The valley at the end 
There is also an ancient t>ath within of this bay is cultivated and studded 
the town. We were at the house of with cottages. Proceeding along the 
Mr. Laurelln, the English agent, a sea-beach we passed a Roman arch 
very good fellow. constructed with large stones over the 

October 26.— At two in the after- bed of a torrent ; from hence the road 
noon we left Bayruth, the road being led over rugged rocks, till we came to 
for a short time very pretty, with a handsome bridge of a single arch, 
gardens on each aide of us. We soon over the nahr Ibrahim, the ancient 
croa.sod the nahr Kl-Sazib below the Adonis, which, like the nahr El-Kelb, 
junction of the nahr Kl-Leban, or 1 proceeds from a deep chasm between 
River of Milk, so called from i^ foam- I the mountains, but the level land is 
ing when overcharged with water. It more extensive than that near nahr 
is a pretty rivulet ; the bridge has six ' El-Kelb. We now proceeded by the 
arches. From hence tlie roa<l led along * sea-coast to Gebail. On our way we 
tlio sca-heaeh until we came to a rocky ’ crossed over oife of those natural 
promontory, the ascent of which ro- 1 bridges^ over a torrent now dry. This 
minded us of the ladder of the Tyrians, I is one of many places where the water 
thougl^it i.s iK'ither so high nor so pic- 1 meeting with inclined beds, has under- 
turesque; on reaching the summit, we j mined the intermediate earth, and 
saw bolow uH on the other side the * formed caverns, or natural arches, 
nahr El-Kelb, or River of the Dog, j We readied Gebail, or Gibyie, at two 
miming beautifully through a deep ' in the afternoon, ^and stopped at the 
chasm in the mountains, and a very * convent of Maronites, a poor miser- 
good bridge over it, which Maiiudrell able set of people who make a merit of 
desci ibes ns being a bow-shot from the never eating inent^ &c. At Gebail, 
sea. The banks are planted with vines without the town, there are many 
and mulberries. There is a Roman Roman ruins, and a bridge with seve- 
luscriptiou on a tablet carved out of ral granite columns ; within the town, 
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the cattle and some other inodorni 
tnlifices are constructed upon ancient 
foundutions. The Homan name of 
Gebiiil is marked in the map as Byblus, 
but in Ezekiel, xxvii. 9, it is called 
Gebal, and is mentioned as furnishing 
the fleets of Tyi*e witli caulkers. 

OctoUer 28.--We went from Gebail 
to Tri|K)li, which we did not reach till 
dusk, though we started at daylight. 
We saw nothing of interest except the 
remains of a Roman temple, and we 
passed over a very rugged and bad 
road until we reached Batroun, the 
atK’ient Botrys. Here the road turned 
to the right through a fine valley be- 
tween tlie mountains, in which we 
noticed an old picturesque castle stand- 
ing on a high rock ; it is called Tem- 
seida, and was probably constructed 
to defend this pass. The hills on 
the south of tlie vale are covered 
with shrubs, and by the roadside are 
plantations of mulberries, vines, &c. 
A small river, which we occasionally 
crossed by bridges, bikes its winding 
course through the valley. Leaving 
it, we passed to the north over the 
inounbiins by rugged f»atlis, bordered 
by the myrtle and other wild shrubs, 
until we again came down upon the 
At sun-set we reached Tripoli, 
and not being aware that there w;us an ; 

our quarters in the convent with Padra | 
Hennenigildo. This is the host town | 
we liave seen in .Syria, tlie Iiousi'h i 
h<drig all well built of stone, and neatly • 
con.sti’ucted witiiin. It is seated at 
the foot of the mountains, at some i 
distance from the sea-sliore, and is 
surrounded by luxuriant gard«‘iis, j 
produeiiig innumcnfldc oranges and , 
lemons. The town is connnandeil by : 
two old ca.stles on the heights, built in 1 
the time of the crusades ; the jjort is : 
near an hour's distance, on a low point ■ 
of tite sea-coast, it is hut an iiidilb rent j 
one, being an open anclionigc, only 
little sheltered by t[ie Pigeon Islands 
Three ‘cities formerly stood here, one 
subject to Aradus, a sectmd to Tyre, 
and the third to Sidon ; hence the ori- 
gin of the name Tripoli. Tliero are 
square towers, apparently of the time 


of the crusades, all the w'ay from tlie 
port towards Tripoli. On the second 
clay of our arrival we received a mes. 
sage from the English consul, expres- 
sive of his regret that we liad not come 
to his house ; we iniinediatel} waited 
on him, and ex)>Iained the circumstance * 
to his satisfaction. 11c was a fine old 
man, nearly eiglity yeai*8 of age, and » 
remembered Bruce, who stayed soma 
days at his house ; w'c were delighted 
with the affable and sensible conversa- 
tion of this veteran. 

On Thursday, at four in the morn- 
ing, we left Tripoli, for the pui pose of 
visiting the cedars of Lebanon and 
Baalbec. Signor Giuseppe Maztdierc, 
the son of a French merchant, aecom- 
I panied us, at the request of the padre 
I of the convent. The ascent from Tri- 
poli is gradual ; the first object of iii- 
I terest is the aqueduct and bridge over 
I the nahr Kavdas, or Ahouli river. 

I These structures are overgrown with 
I hushes and weeds, and the river runs 
, picturesquely under them in two chan- 
nels. At first the road is good, and 
! pas.sp8 through cultivated plains, groves 
j of olives, a'nd beautiful valleys watbred 
; by branches of the river. Afterwards 
it becomes very rugged, steep, and 
irregular, and continues so the whulo 
way to the village of Eden, passiiig 

the mountain. Eden is delightfully 
situated by the hide of a rich aril 
highly cultivated valley ; it contains 
betwien four and five hundred faini- 
lies, wh), oil tlie approach of winter, 
descend to anotinr village only an 
hour's dLstanco from Tripoli; the fami- 
lies were in the act of removing to 
their w'inUrr hahitatfons when we 
arrived; and on our return from Baal- 
bee, all those who had not previously 
quitted their summer quarle|p de- 
scended with us. They have an Arab 
catholic, bishop, a church, and several 
jiriesis ; then) is another Christian 
village, lower down in the vale. Wo 
arriveil at Eden about two o’clock, 
which, including stoppages, makes it 
I ten hours from Tripoli. Here Signor 
I Mazolcire’s relations received ns most 
' hospitably. Tho wine was delightful ; 
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that of Lebanon has always been es- 
ttienied.* 

Kiirly on Friday morniiifr, we set out 
l)y nioonli^^bt for the cedars, and 
arrived a little after daybreak. The 
ascent from Eden to tlie cedars is not 
considerable, the distance, allowing for 
tile wiiulings of the road, which is 
vory"rii!»gc(l and hilly, may be about 
five miles. On the right, higher up 
the inoinitain, is a larger and deeper 
vale than that of E<lon, with the vil- 
^ lago of Ueshiri in the bottom ; this 
valley is very rich and picturesque. 
It is surrounded by lofty mountains, 
and is watered by a winding stream. 
It r«-inin<U‘d ns of the vale i>f the Dive 
in Savoy, ;ind its “ Foiit de Chevres.” 
The famous cedars of Lebanon arc 
situated on a small eminence, in a 
valley at tlu; foot of the highest part of 
the mountain. Tin* land on the moun- 
tain’s side has a sterile a‘'pect, and the 
tr(‘es are tlie more remarkable as they 
stand altogether in one clump, and are 
the only trees to be seen in this part 
V of Lebanon. Tln ro may be about Kfty 
* of them, but llieir present appearance 
ill corresjjonds with the* character 
given of them in scripture. There 
was not one of them at all rennarkahle 
for its dimensions or beauty ; tlie 
hugest amongst them is formed by 
the junction of four or five trunks into 
one tree; according to Maiuidrell this 
is 12 yards in girt ; but we are much 
iliore inclined to agree with Vuhiey 
'than with Mauiidrell, in the descrip- 
tion which they have resji^ctively 
given of the cedai*s of Lelianon. Nu- 
ineious names carved on the trunk of 
the larger trees, some with dates as 
far back as 1010, record the visits of 
individuals to this interesting spot, 
whicK is nearly surrounded by the 
barren eliain of Lebanon, in the form 
of an anipliitlieatre of about thirty 
miles circuit, the opening being to- 
wards the sea. We thought the tout- 
cnHcvihlc more reseinhled the Apen- 
uiiu's at the back of (Jeiioa, than any 
other iiiountain scenery we had ever 
seen. Mouiit'Lcbaiion and its cedars 
ar e fre quently alluded to in scripture. 

,* ,** 1 h« •'’‘’c.’it Uicreof shall ho as the wine 
or Lohanon." Jlosca, xiv. v. 7. 


The words, ‘‘AH the trees of Eden, 
the choice and best of Lebanon,’^ Eze- 
kiel, xxxi. v. 10, would seem to imply 
tliat the boasted cedars were always 
near the place in which the few re- 
maining ones now are, as they are not 
more tlian five miles distant from the 
modern village of Eden. In the 2nd 
Chronicles, ii. 8, the words, “Send 
me also cedar-trees, fir-trees, and 
algum- trees, out of Lebanon,'' clearly 
prove that formerly other kinds of 
wood grew on this mountain, none of 
which are now to be found hero, unless 
the walnut tree of the present day, 
which is in very high perfection at 
Eden, is the algum-tree of the an- 
cients. By the first book of Kings, 
chap. vi. and vii., it appears that much 
cedar wa.s used in the construction of 
Solomon’s temple. With respect to 
the village of Eden it appears to stand 
where of old was the garden of God, 
so called throughout tl.e wlnde of the 
xxxi. chap. i»f Jlzekiel, particularly in 
the 8th and 11th verse ; but by refer- 
ence to (b nesis ii. vei*se 8, the posi- 
tion of the garden of Eden, where 
Adam and Eve were placed, seems 
very uncertain, for from the 10th to 
the Util verses you observe, “ A river 
went out of Eden to watiu' the garden, 
and from thenci* it was parted and be- 
came into four heads the river of 
Kthioj>ia (the Nile) appears to be one 
of the four, and the Euphrates an- 
other. Maundrell gives no extracts 
from scripture concerning Lebanon ; 
probably because he thought it would 
be useless, as it is ineiuioiied in so 
many different places. Volney is also 
silent on the subject, 1 mean as far as 
respects qnolatiolis. Eden is called 
Aden by the natives at this day. 

We hired a guide to conduct us 
across Lebanon into the valley of 
Bekaa Mathooalis, in which Baalbcc 
is situated. Leaving the cedars about 
an hour after sun-rise, w'e ascended to 
the crest of Lebanon, where we had 
an extensive view over the hills at its 
S. K. foot into the valley, M'ith Baalbec 
in the distjuice. We beheld also to the 
westward a considerable extent of sea. 
Altogether it was a fine view, but 
scarcely deserving the commendations 
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whicli Volncy bestows on it. Lebanon, 
in the Syriac lanj;uage, siguities white, 
w’hich tills mountain is, both in sum- 
mer «'ind winter ; in the former sea- 
son, on account of the natural e<»lour 
of tlie barren rock, and in the latter 
by reason of tiie snow. 

The valley of Ihialhcc, or of the 
Kiusmia, or IJekaa Mathooalis, has an 
excessively rich soil, but is very little ! 
cultivated, and has no trees except in | 
the iniinediato neighhourlnunl of Haul- j 
bee itself, and those are ehielly the fi‘.x | 
iind walniif. The valley is bounded ' 
on the N. W. si«le by Lebanon, and on j 
its S. E. by Anti-Leiianon ; itshroadrli ! 
may be alnmt ten miles, while its lenu:th 
from N. E. to S. W. extends as far as 
the eye can reach. Tiic Kasinia has 
its source to tlie north «)f Baalbec, and 
running tlirough the plain, <Iiseliarg» s , 
itst‘11 into the s<‘a a little to the north 
of Tyro. I low dei»lorable that so lux- 
uriant a sitof, with so line a soil, 
should lay witste and d(*solate ! ami ’ 
what ideas of former wealth ami mag- , 
nifieence do the splendid ruins of 
Baalhcc call to the mind. The inha- 
bitants (»f the mountain are nearly all ; 
of the eliureh of Koine ; but those of | 
the Hekaa Mathooalis are a particular 
sect of Mahomedans, ditfering from 
the Turks in general ; they are more , 
hostile to the Christians than any otlier ; 
of the natives of Syria. | 

In descending from the summit of' 
Lebanon the road was excessively 
steep and rugged ; we dismounted ami 
walked our horses down it ; the sides 
of the mountain abound in red-legge«I 
partridges, and other game. At the i 
IS. E. f«jot of this j)art of Lebanon, is ! 
the sfiurceof a firieclear rivulet, which | 
finally unites witli the Kasmia. From | 
hence we proceeded over some rugged 
liills covered with various slirubs ; 
among wliicli a species of oak, the 
myrtle, and the almond-tree, were re- 
markable. Mr. Mazolicre told us they 
Itave a tradition that there w’ere for- 
merly gardens here, ami the almond 
and pear-trees seem to confirm it. 
Crossing these hills, you come, near 
the plain, to the first village, after 
leaving the cedars. Late in the even- 
ing wc arrived at Ycad, a village about 


an hour’s distance from Ihialbec ; the 
burses had been without any food for 
fifteen lioiirs. We hlameil our guide 
much for this, as we would liavo 
biMUght fodder with us from Aden, 
had we known liow uninhabited the 
country was through which we liad to 
pass. When we lieard of the di.stance 
to Baalbcc from the cedars, we threat- 
ened to return to Tripoli. But the 
guide, intent only’ on his own interest, 
and fearing to lose his money for tlie 
trip, ilecLired there were several vil- 
lages in the way where wo couM 
refresh the horses. 

Snlurdni/, Xort'rnher 1. — Eai ly this 
morning we ani\e«l at Banlhee, ami 
employed the whole day in visiting the 
antiquities. Yesterday' had been ex- 
cessively tine, the .sky being perfectly 
clear ; but this evening tin y collected 
much (»n Lebanon ami on the tops of 
the other hills, and the natives an- 
nonnciMi to ns the apjiroaeh of bad 
weather. Wo measured ovt‘ry part of 
the ruins ; hut as Wood and Dawkins, 
as well as Volney’, have given correct 
doscription.s, it would be supm-HuouH 
for me to 'enter into minute detail. 
The imposing grandeur of om* part of 
the building, of which six pillars are 
fitaiiding, particularly struck us. Iti.s 
the reniiiiint of a col(»hiiade staiuling. 
Their beauty and el» ganco are snr- 
pri.sing. Their diann'ter is 7 ft., and 
we estimated their allitmle at between 
5t) and 60 ft., exclusive of the epistylia 
which i.s 20 ft. deej>, and composed of 
iimmMisi’j blocks of stone, in two layers 
of 10 ft. cacli in deptli, the whole of 
wliicli is most elaborately oriianuuited 
with 1 ‘icli carved work in various d«?- 
vices. We imagine tlit'sc pillars to 
have been tlie n inains of an avenue of 
twenty ceh'.mns on each side, forming 
an apjiroaeli to the temjile. The space 
originally inclnd(?(l by them was 104 
paces long, by 68 broad. Wo w’ero 
iiuicii ])lcasc(l with the architecture 
and sculj)tiire of every’ part of the ruins, 
although they have been much dis- 
figured by having been formerly con- 
verted into a fortress.* llemarkably 
large stones have been used in the con- 
struction of the various edifices, and in 
the b.W. jiart of the elevated walks on 
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which they hIjukI, wo inojisiired u «inglo 1 
stone of 00 ft. in length, and 12 in i 
breadth and thickness. In the con- 
struction of the pyraniids and temples 
ill Egypt, we never noticed a single 
stone of more than ‘M) ft. in length, and 
these were most of calcareous or sand 
st<»ne, cxcei>ting some few of granite. 
The wlnde of these buildings, together 
with the walls, arc of coarse marble, j 
excessively hard. The inhabitiints of i 
liaalbcc, although much prejudiced ' 
against Christians, treated us civilly, 
and seemed less curious and iinpiisitive 
than the nativi^s living near any of the 
other ol)j(‘ets (d* intere.-t which we had 
visiteil. We left Haalhec on Sunday 
at mid-day, but the afternoon turning 
out very rainy, wo sto])j)cd for the 
night at a small village beyond tlie 
oppositi* sidt? of tbe plain. We ol)- 
served that considerable quantities of 
simw bad fallen on the mountains, 
wbieli may give some idea of the gre^at 
height of Lebanon ; indeed, vshen we 
ei’osHcd the mountain the preceding 
Fri<iay, we found several patches of 
last year's snow, and we were told that 
it remains in some places, near the 
summit, throughout the year. 

Novanher ;i. — Monday, the morning 
was foggy but calm ; and the sun break- 
ing out at times, we hoped the haze 
Would clear away and that we should 
liave tine weather. W e accordingly pro- 
ceeded on our return to Tripoli, but had 
not gone far when we met some pea- 
sants returning to their village, after 
having made an inoffectual attempt to 
cross Lebanon, where they said that 
inueli snow bad fallen. In fact, an ex- 
ceedijigly cold N.E. wijid began to blow 
with violence, aceoinpanied by sneh 
lu avy showers of sleet, snow, and rain, 
that we wi re obliged to take shelter in 
a cave at the foot of the mountain. We 
found Iktc many peasants, wlio had 
made ineffectual attempts to cross j but 
sw wo had a ditliculty in getting room 
ior our liorses, the eave being small 
and nearly filled before we arrived, we 
I’cmoved to a larger, though more ex- 
posed one, being little more than a cleft 
of the rock, where we got ourselve.s 
and our liorses also under a roof, and 
made a large fire for the night. The 


next morning being fine, we began 
the ascent. The peasants with their 
cattle were unwilling to make the first 
trial, as they knew it would be difficult 
to find the road on account of the 
depth of snow ; and they were aware 
also that the second party could profit 
hy the mistakes of tlie first. We there- 
fore led the van and met with no diffi- 
culty until we came nearly to the top ; 
when, losing the road, the snow being 
very deep, and the sides of the moun- 
tain steep, our horses all fell with us, 
and were partly buried under the 
snow. We were obliged to dibinoimt, 
and bad considerable trouble in reach- 
tbe summit. The cold was exces- 
sive; and having on loos'- linen Turkish 
breeches, and shoes without any stock- 
ings, we felt it the moi-e severely. In 
descending the opposite side, tlie snow 
was also very deep, and we found it 
advisable to push on lef't wc sliould be 
caught in a fog, wliicb the ajipearance 
of tlie weather seemed to threaten. 
Shortly after we began to descend, it 
became thick and bnzy, but wc reached 
Edou in safety about two in tbe after- 
noon. We were iiilbrmed at Eden that 
the bishop bad })iiblic]y offered u{» 
prayers for our safety. We were told 
tliat people are prohibited from cross- 
ing Lebanon after the fir.st of Novem- 
ber ; but I much doubt the truth of 
this. None of us received any injury 
from the weather, except Mr. Mazu- 
liih’c’s servant, whose legs wore much 
chapped and cracked by tlie cold. Tlie 
poor fellow liad never been among the 
snow before. 

On Wednesday^ November 5, tlie 
weather was fine^aiid we returned to 
Tripoli ; the natives of Aden with 
their wives, children, and baggage, 
descending at the same time. The first 
part of the descent was in some jilaces 
so steep and difliciilt, that we observed 
the pe.asants held on by the tails of 
their horses to prevent tliem from 
falling. On onr arrival, we learnt that 
on the coast they also had experienced 
very bud weather. Wet weather 
detained us at Tripoli, where we 
were treated with the greatest kind- 
ness by the Padre llernienigildo, until 
tlie aftcriioou of the 9th of November, 

F 2 
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when we set out aiul procccdeil as 
far as the nalir El-Bered, or Cold 
River ; where we p:issed the night in a 
khan, a place aj)propriatod to the use 
t>f titivellers, wliieh Maundrell very 
well describes in the first and second 
pages ot his book. The map places a 
vili;«ge here named Ortlnwi, the site 
of the ancient Orthosia ; but there is 
nothing except the khan now to he 
seen. There is a dittieulty, in some 
instances, in distinguishing Homan 
huildings from these khans, ns both 
the Homans and the Turks alike em- 
ployed the ar^li. 

The next day we went as far as 
Tortosa, nearly opposite the island of 
Ruad, where stood the famous city of 
Aradiis. There are Roman remains 
at each of these places. The walls of 
'fortosa are constructed on the ancient 
foundation out in the rock ; and the 
remains of the castle within the gates 
are ancient. Tluna* are some old 
.'Sepulchral caves by the roail side. 
They serve to sliow that llie Romans, 
as well as the Egyptians, had burial- 
places of this <le.scription. But the 
climate, .so dilferent here from what it 
is in Egypt, has destroyed all remains 
«»f stucco or painting, if ever they were 
tliu.s decoratcil, which we have reason 
to believe tlit'y were, a.s Mr. Ranke.s 
trdd us ho saw a Roman cave with 
frt.‘>co painting in it near Sai<la, The 
island of Ruad, according to Maun- , 
drcil, is tlie Arvad, Arpad, or Arphad 
of scrijitui’i*. Arvad was one of the 
plac<-.s which supplied the Hcct.s of 
with .*>eamen.* 

Xovemher 11. — To-day wx* went a.s 
far as the nahr El-Miilk, which we 
ero.sscd by a bridge^' and sto]>ped f<»r 
the night at a village about bait an 
hour's di.stance from the river, the 
blits of wbierh appeared to be tempo- 
rary habitations, being constructed of 
reeds and straw, Tlii^re are Roman 
ruins at the mouth of the nalir EI- 
Mulk. We bad hitherto beer in the 
habit of sleeping in the open air, wlicn 
we i^rrived at an Arab village ; but 
now, the mouth of November being 
far advanced, we disliked the idea of 

* KzeUiol, txvii. v. H. 


I doing so, and accordingly asked for 
j shelter, which was ndiised, unh'ss 
I each of us, we were four in number, 
i would consent to sleep in a separate 
I habitation. 'I’bis we knew was the 
I place where Monsr. Rontin, the Erencli 
I traveller, w'as killed ; and n<»t being 
; pleased with the proposition, we bivou- 
acked in the ojien air as usual, the 
weather being line and clear. In the 
night a man came to endeavour to 
; pei*suade us not to lie where we were, 

^ saying that the wolves w'onld destroy 
■ us. We, however, had more appre- 
i liension of the twivlegged wolves ‘tcal- 
I ing some of our things, and told our 
intin'iner we hail our tire-arms ready, 
and should keep a good look-out for 
those or any other miseliicvoiis ani- 
mals. In the morning our bread and 
part of a ham which I'adre Ilm’iiW'ni- 
gil<lo had given us were missing ; hut 
we suspected that, as far as related to 
the latter article, the dogs, with which 
all Arab villag»‘s aliound, w'cre the 
thieves, for jtork is an ahoimuation to 
the Turks. 

Novemher 12, — Just a.s w’c were 
starling, we found out tliat a lint elosi- 
to which W’C had slejit was empty and 
uninhabited. It appeariMl to have 
* done duty as a barn ;.aml the peoph', 
if tin y hail had any civility, might have 
offeretl it to us. In the afternoon we 
reached Latacliia. Two hours from 
where we slept is Jehilee, the ancient 
(jubala, wli«*iv are Roman ruins, the 
principal of which is the remains t)f a 
line tliratre at the lun'th sidt' of the 
town. The whole journey from 'fri- 
poli, with one e.xception in the neigli- 
l>onrhooil of Markah, a villagt* inclosed 
ill ancient fortilication.s, {ind seated on 
the top of a sipiare mountain, near 
whieh the coast is rocky, is along a 
vast rich plain at the foot of the Ansa- 
nar inonntains. Theso hills are no 
eonsidorahle height, and are said to he 
inhabited by Pagan tribes. The plain 
is watered by many rivers, and there 
are also sovtiral channels of torrents 
I now dry. Most of the rivers are 
I pretty, their hanks being covered with 
myrtle, oleander, wild vine, fig, Ac. 
Though the soil is rich, it is very par- 
tially cultivated and thinly peopled. 
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The principal produce near Jebilcc is 
cotton, wJiicli the natives were gather- 
ing in as wo passojl. The city of La- 
tachia was founded by .Selcucus Nica^ 
tor, under the name of J..aodipea, in 
honour of his mother. He also built 
three other cities in this neighbour- 
hood, viz. Seleueia, now Suadeah ; 
Antioch ; and Aparneia, now Farniah. 
Latachia is seated on the N.VV. side of 
Cape Ziaret, an ( levatod projection of| 
tlie coast. Jii the neighbourhood are 
gardens planted with olives, tigs, Ac. 
in the manner of all tluj towns <jf Syria. 
The port, which is half an hour’s dis- 
tance from the town, is very small, but 
bettor sheltensl than any we liaveseen 
on this eo.ast. There is a fine old 
castle at the point of a bed of rocks , 
j)rojecting into the sea. The Marina j 
is built upon foundations of ancient i 
columns. There are, in Hie town of \ 
Latachia, an oM gate-way and other 1 
anti(iuities. Tlicr«* are also sepulchral 
caves in tlie neighbourhood, but as 
they liave n<» paintings, we did not 
think it worth while to visit them. 
Mount Lebamm was in sigl^ the whole 
way from Tripoli, and was the only 
mountain on wliicli we could see .snow. 
Mount Cassius was before us. The 
Christian natives of L.'itachia and of 
all the pashalic of Aleppo to tlie north 
of Latachia are mostly of the Creek 
church ; they spi-ak the Arabic lan- 
guage. We lodged at tlie liouse of the 
Knglisb agent, ISignor Moses Klias, a 
very excellent man. Wc were detained 
Iiero till the Lith, by the iiftrigues 
of the Arab conductor, who affected 
to b(? unwell, and who lia<l previously ; 
at Acre, llayrutb, and otlu r places, j 
tried all in his power to oblige ns to i 
send him ainl tlie horses back to Jaila. ! 
Tins occasioned us a good deal of j 
trouble and inconvenioiii 

NoiJcmhcr 10. — Tlie road was along 
a fine plain, until we came near the 
village of Camiole ; when crossing 
some hills wc descended into the val- 
ley of that name. The village is s(*atcd 
amongst the sand hills to tln^ west of 
tlie vale, anjJ wo J*ad some dilliculty in 
finding it. The next day wc were coii- 
tniually passing over hills richly 
wooded, with numerous narrow intri- 


cate roads, amongst which we lost our 
way several times. Tlie night had set 
in, without our finding the village of 
Lourdcc, whither we were bound ; 
and we were on the {)oiiit of giving 
j lip the search, and bivouacking in the 
wood, wlieii luckily the barking of 
some dogs iinlicated to us the vicinity 
of the place, which is in an elevated 
situation and immediately by the 
i side of the highest pinnacle of Mount 
Ca.s8ius. 

November 18 We descended the 

north .side of tlicsc mountains, tlie 
scenery .still continuing \*ld and woody. 
Tliis day, also, we lost our way several 
times. In the afternoon we reached 
the banks of the Orontes, at the place 
where the picturesque part of the river 
commences, and immediately below 
the sj)ot which is marked upon the 
chart as the site of the “ city ar.d 
groves of Daphne.” Mr. Barker has 
visited the spot ; and from him we learn 
that tliereare stiU to be .seen the grand 
sources of water which composed the 
i celebrated fountain. He states that, 
ill some instances, the water boils up 
in a coliiiim as thick a.s a man’s body ; 
, and jets’iVeau of that tliieknes.s, and 
upwards of 50 feet high, might be 
formed here. We noiv followed the 
banks of the river, and wore astonished 
at the beauty of the scenery, far sur- 
passing anything we bad expected to 
see ill Syria, and, indeed, anything we 
bad witnessed even in Switzerland. 
The river, Irom the time we began to 
trace it.s banks, ran between two high 
hills, winding and turning incessantly ; 
at times the road led along precipices, 
looking down perpendicularly on the 
river. The luxuriant variety of foliage 
was prodigious ; and the rich green 
myrtle, which was very plentiful, con- 
trasted w ith tlie dark-red gravel of the 
road, made us imagine we were riiling 
through pleasure-grounds. Tlie laurel, 
laurustinus, bny-ti*ee, fig-troc, wiid vine, 
plane-tree, English sycamore, arbutus, 
both common and andracline, dwarf 
oak, &c., were scattered in all direc- 
tions. At times the road was over- 
liung with rocks covered with ivy ; the 
inoutlis of several caverns gave a wild- 
ness to the scene ; and the perpen- 



70 


A JOURNAL OF TRAVELS IN [chap. iv. 


Jipular cliffs, upwaivls of 300 feet hlijli, | 
jutted into the river, funning points 
round which the waters ran in a most 
romantic manner. On one occasion 
the I’oad \vound round a (hn'p bay, so 
tliat, on perceiving ourselves imme- 
diately opposite the spot we liad so 
recently passed, it appeared as if we 
had crossed the river. We desccn<led 
at times into plains cultivated with 
inulhcrry plantations ami vines, and 
j»rettily studded with picturestiue cot- 
tages. Tile occasional shallows of the 
river, roaring over its n)cUy bed, com- 
pleted the laj^iity of this delightful 
scene, which continued for several 
miles. In the ]>lain of Suadeah the 
river becomes of a greater breadth, 
ainl runs in as straigiit a line as a 
canal, lly tin* time wo entered tin* 
plain, night had eio.<ed in, and we liad 
diflicuity in finding Suadeah. There | 
is no bridge; but a peasant at last 
sliowed us a plaet^ where the river was 
just fordabh*. Suadeah is a straggling 
village, consisting of uncuiineeted cot- 
tages, and situated in a plain chiefly : 
inclo'.ed with nuilberrv and lemon I 
plantations. Wc put up at a house : 
appropriated for the use of travellers,! 
and found it tin* best halting place we 
had yrt met with. The souhash of 
the village, a sort of petty governor, 
was in the* house, and treated us with 
much civility, onlering us a good | 
supper, fee<ling our horses, and refus- ! 
ing to let us pay a single para. All he | 
asked for was a little gunpowder, j 
Unfortunately we had given nearly our j 
whole stock t«) young Mazolicre at , 
^'ripoli, hut we gave him all that avc i 
couhl spare. Wliatevcr may he the 
generally received character of the j 
Turks, it is certain that we have always ; 
met with tlie greatest civility and atten- j 
tion from them. 

November 10. — In the morning, 
being pressed for time, and under- 
standing that the ruins of the ancient 
Seleucia, which are near the S'.a, and 
half an hour’s distance from Suadeah, 
possess no particular interest, wo pur- 
sued our journey toward.s Antioch. 
It rained heavily ; and after wo had 
been on tlie road about three hours, 
being still two hours’ distance from 


Antioch, w'o perceived some cottages ; 
and, being thoroughly w et through, wo 
requested shelter. In the two first 
cottages we fonml only wonuMi; and, as 
their husbands wen* absent, they ilid 
not dare to receive us. At the third, 
the men were willing to admit us, but 
the women would not hear of it, ami 
expressed their refusal in a violent 
and ill-natured luannei*. During the 
time we were thus soliciting shelter, 
even that of a cow’-hoiise, the lain was 
j pouring in torrents, and wc made a 
! pitiable appearance, being perfectly 
j soaked ihrough. Seeing that ’ » cii- 
. treaty availed, wo gave them the kal- 
I ackJiftrackf the Arab i‘.\pressioii of 
j thanks, ami tried another cottage, 

I wlier<* we were admitted without tlie 
h'ast he}^itatioM. Tlust* eotta:;es con- 
sist of a single long room ; tho cattle 
occupy one end, and the family the 
other. 'Die inhabitants have extensive 
j)lantationH of young muilu-rrii's for the 
I silk-worms, and looms fVn' mamifae- 
! taring their j>roduee. Tho oeeupaiits 
<»f the liut, wlio eon>.isled of the pro- 
prietor, liii motliei*, wile, brother, and 
children, wi re of t!»at tril>e of .Mahum- 
nuMlans wliicli \'t>lm*y di'signates as 
Turkomans : they were extremely Kind, 
placing ns near a larg(‘ lire, giving us 
good beds and coverlids, and making 
ii.s share witli them tJieir Iminbk; 
siipp«*r of doura ami wheat Imiled. It 
rained during th<> whole* night ; and 
wc were detained till noon on the 
following day, whiMi wo procee»U*d to 
Antioch, after giving our host eleven 
j>ia.Htre8, and his wife a ilouhle gold 
Napoleon, as an ornament, besides 
paying for the hor.si s, corn, iVe. 'J’ln? 
women in this country ornament tlu*iu- 
Hclves with pieces of money, varying 
in value, according to thi ir circum- 
stances ; tho poorer class with jiaras, 
and the higher orders wdth scipiins 
and gold roubecs. We gave the gold 
coin, not merely to reward our host 
and his wife for their kindness, but to 
vex the fair ladies in the oth(*r cottage, 
and make them ashamed of themselves. 
We also thought that a few extra 
])ia.stres thus laid out might benefit 
other travellers. 

Antioch is beautifully situated on 
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the left bunk of the (Jnjiites, at the j 
foot of a hill. Tliere is a Jiandsonie 
bridpje over the river, and some of the 
Iieights arc picture.s^jiie. The prc-sciit 
town is a miserable one, and docs not 
occupy more than one-eighth of the 
space inclosed within the old walls, 
which have a fine, venerable appear- 
ance, having square towers every 
hundred yards, with occasional watch 
turrets : these are the works of tlic 
Roman and Greek emperors. Antioch 
is sai<l to have cuice contained between 
eight and nine hundred thou.sand inha- 
bitants. The ])lain on which it stands 
is considerably elevated above that of 
Suadeah. We were annoyed at not | 
having been able to visit the ruins of j 
the city and groves of Daphne, but it j 
w'as imj)ossihIe to do so without a 
guid(*, and there was no procuring one. 
The houses of Antioch, Suadeah, Lour- 
dee, and their neighbourhood, unlike 
those in most of the tosMis of Syria, 
are roofed and tilc<I, and without 
t(‘iTace.s. In th<3 side of the hill at 
the back of Antioch, there arc many 
<*pulchral eavi’s. This town is cele- 
brated in the Acts of the Apostles. 

NovemUr 21. — To-day we went as 
far as Gesir Adid, four lumrs’ dis- 
tance, near a bridge over the Orontes, 
Our road *aero.ss a barren plain, 
hounded to the north by mountaiii.s, at 
the foot of which is tlie lake of Aggi 
Dengis. Il;nii prevented our leaving 
this place till noon of the 22nd, when 
M'c reached Rouikee, the site of a 
Roman town of considerable j^ze, and 
where the aneiont sejmlchral caves cut 
in the side of tlie mountains, .serve 
the present natives for habitations. 
W(? took up our abode in a deserted 
and ruinous water-mill. 

Novimher 2,1. — We fr.avclled over 
fionio rocky liiils into the phiin of 
Alaks, supj)o.sed to be that in wJiieh 
Aurelian conquered Zeiiohia. We 
passed many 8itc.s of ancient towns, 
castles, tanks, temples, &c., all of the 
lower empire, and very uninteresting. 
9*1 one occasion vve counted the ves- 
f>gos of eleven towns, in a rich plain, 
'jath a fine loamy soil ; nil of them now 
desolate and uninhabited. So much 
for the Turkish govermneui, and its 


encourageunent of agriculture, the arts, 
tSec. ! The castcni part, however, of 
tlic plain of Alaks, which is nearest 
Aleppo, has a few villages, the inha- 
bitants of which we saw in considerable 
numbers, engaged in collecting their 
c(»tton. We stopped at Tourneen, the 
easternmost of these villages. 

November 25. — About 3, p. m. we 
arrived at Aleppo, passing through an 
open country, with a thin surface of 
soil, well tilled in most parts, but mo- 
notonous and destitute of trees, as, 
indeed, is the case all the way from 
Antioch. Wc had hceit rccoinmended 
by our friend and advber Sheikh Ibra^ 
him to take the route to the northward 
of Aggi Dengis, as it would conduct us 
to tiic mountains and ruins of St. 

I Simon, which latter, however, are of 
the date of the lower emj>ire, and, as 
we liiivG since learnt, totally uninter- 
esting. Wc have reason to rejoice in 
j having taken the route we did, as the 
j Curds who inhabit the mountains were 
in rebellion against the j>;»sha, w ho had 
sent a military force to quell them 
.shortly before our arrival. We have 
since heat'd that the chiefs escaped ; 
but an e.vample was made by tlie death 
of about twenty of the prisoners. Some 
of those executed arc supposed to have 
been innocent; and the pasha is said to 
have been much affected on hearing 
this, and recalled his troops, saying, 
that as the chiefs had escaped, and the 
luatives had submitted, he did not wish 
any further severity to he shown. 

On arriving at tlio house of Mr. 
Barker, the consul-general, we found 
Mr. Banke.s there. He was on his 
way to revisit Egypt and Nubia ; tuid 
intended to j)cnetnite from the second 
catiiract into Abyssinia. We mutually 
gave each other all the information ive 
possessed ; Mr. Rankes on Asia Minor 
and Greece; and wo on Egypt and 
Nubia. 

December 22. — We have been de- 
tained at Aleppo nearly a month, 
waiting for the arrival of the caravan 
which brings kali from Sukne to this 
place, a journey of five days. Palmyra 
is seven days’ journey from Aleppo. 
The kindness we have experienced 
in Mr. Barker’s hospitable mansion 
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merits our sincere gmtituJe. I fear 
we shall be a little spoiled when wo 
turn out for Palniym ; for hero, inde- 
pendent of the society of Mr. Barker 
and his amiable family, we have had ! 
every comfort and luxury we could 
imagine. Our amusements have been 
most agreeably varied ; sometimes we 
went out shooting in the gardens near 
Aleppo, which abound in woodcocks, 
tV:c. We coui’sed the gazelle ami hare 
alternately, tho greyiiounds in this 
country being very swift and strong. 
One day we won' indulged with a 
h.awking scene. Tlie cheapness and 
abundance of game are astonishing ; 
wo(nleocks, partridges, wild-geese, 
ducks, teal, the bustard, wild turki*y, 
joli notes, &c. We thought the ilesh j 
of tlio gazelle well-flavoured, although ' 
Bruee abuses it. The white species is j 
supposed to bo the best. We have 
frecpiently ha<l the porcupine at table ; i 
it forms a delicious dish, somewhat ; 
resembling in appearance ami taste i 
both the pig and tlie liare. The por- 1 
cupines inhabit holes in tho rooks, and ! 
they are so quick of hearing that it is ' 
very diflieiilt to shoot them, as tlu'y . 
never quit their holes till dark, and | 
even then with the greatest eireum- j 
spection. The people wait patiently in ; 
the cold for hours, near the lioles, till . 
the animal makes its appearance. They i 
commit much mischief in the gardens ! 
near the city. We had thought of j 
visiting Bagdad, for the purpose of! 
.seeing the ruins of Babylon ; but a.s | 
Mr. >fassick, the Dutch consul hen?, ' 
had recently received a letter fn)ni a 
friond, stating that there is nothing 
whatever to he seen there, we gave up ; 
the idt a. Mr. Barker has re.si«h*d I 
nineteen years a.s eon.sul-general in this ; 
place, ami we And his advice and j 
assistance of the greatest use. As we ! 
came into tills country with only one i 
hundred and fifty pounds, which Mr. 
Salt supplied iis on our bills, we bad 
made up ourmind.s to return U; Cairo, 
to repleiiisli our funds for Asia Minor, 
Greece, &c. ; but Mr. Barker, divining 
that some such motive was the cause 
of our intended return to Egypt, most 
kindly anticipated our wishes on this 
point, and iiLsisted on supplying us 


with whatever money or letters ot 
ci’cdit we waiiied. Tliis will prevent 
the necessity of our going to Egypt 
again, and will assist us much. We are 
anxious to complete oiir travels in the 
Mahommedan countries, and again to 
enjoy the comforts of Switzerland and 
Italy. There is a great Hameiiess in 
all Turkish towns ; and the absence of 
inns, theatres, museums, picture-galle- 
i riea, libraries, promenades, ev<;iiing 
parties, and tlio ever-handy and eoni- 
iortahle cafe, is a j»rivali«>n which an 
European must always ford. A firman 
from tho Grand Signior is on i' « way 
to us from Constantinople, Mr Barker 
having written for it on our arrival 
here. It will bo useful in Asia -Minor. 

December ‘21. — Tho caravan from 
Sukne arrived this day, and we shall 
soon he off. We an‘ to send tlie out- 
lines of our tour to Lbrd llelmore for 
his guidance; hut tliis we deder till w<? 
get to 1‘almyra. His lordship v(*ry 
kindly o(fere<i ns a jiassago in bis brig 
to any parts which might lie in his way, 
.should we he able to embark with him 
from Syria ; but there i.s no chance 
of this. 

Deeemher 29. — Wi? wore to have 
set oft’ this evening for Palmyra, by 
way of Sukne; when, a<*.ehh‘ntally im‘et- 
ing a merchant from Bag«lad, a friend 
of Mr. Barker, he strongly dissuadctl 
ns from the measure, and urged us to 
g(» by the way of Hamah or Homs, as 
the Annasee Arabs are in tho neigh- 
bom hood of Palmyra. We had under- 
stood tint tho cold had driven them 
all to the southward, towanls the 
banks of the Kuj)hrate.s ; hut as it 
appears there yet remain two tribes of 
them, Homs will be tho best place to 
start from. 

We accorilingly prepared to depart 
in two or three days f«>r Hamah, wliich 
place, as well as Homs, is distant only 
I four days* journey from Palmyra, 
which we had sanguine expectations of 
being able to reach fnnn either one or 
the other of these towns. However, wo 
had two other strings to our bow; eitlier 
to push on to Cariateen, which is only 
one day from Tadmor, and thence to 
steal to that city before the Arabs were 
aware of our intention ; or to take 
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Turkisli poHt-IjorHcs and an escort from 
DamascuH, and in spite of the Arabs. 
This 4ist plan, however, would have been 
a very expensive one. Our constrained 
residence of six weel;s at Aleppo made 
us fully JicquaintcMl with tlie city and 
its environs. It is pleasantly situated 
in a hollow surrounded by sloping hills, 
which are, however, uninteresting, 
having no trees, ainl the land not being 
inclosed. The bouses are built of 
stone; the? streets narrow and ill-paved, 
except the bazars, which are all roofed 
over with arclu's of the same construc- 
tion as the houses, and are lighted from 
al)ove. Thus you ean walk ail over the 
town on the terraces <d‘ the houses; the 
arches coimecting the streets one with 
the otlier. Wo visited houses half a 
mile distant iu this manner. The 
Franks and Christians have their sepa- 


rate quarters here, as in all Turkish 
towns. The city, the walls of which re- 
semble those of Antioch, is surrounded 
with gardens, watered by small rivulets 
drawn from the main stream which 
8U))j)ties the town. We visited some 
Turkish houses, and were much struck 
with the beautiful ceilings of the apart- 
ments, which are de(rorated by Persian 
artists. They are curiously gilt, and 
painted. The decorations in carve-work, 
on the doors and Nvijolow-fratnes, are 
also extremely curious. The society 
<if Aleppo is good : the men and women 
make separate parties to the batljs, 
where they have coffee and refie.*-h- 
ments, and pass the evening. We 
greatly admired the neat and cleanly 
ap]>earaiice of the butchers’ sliops, 
which are equal to those of London. 


CHAPTER V. 

l')onarture for Hamah— Letters* of Introductiitn— Caravan from Mceea— Hamah— Khan«!— 
Haves — Negotiations \\ith tlie Ar;»hs~lnter\iow with them — llom> — l>e[>aiturc 
for I'alimra — .\ralt Camp - Interview with the Arab ( Inef.s- -Arab Feu.“;t — I'ine \ iew’ of 
I'alniMa- hi-aiiiM.intinent on reaching the Kuiiis - Do'^cripliun of tluan— Hetiirn to the 


Aral) Camp Keacli I loms — IC.xpensea 0 
character for lii.shouosty not deserved— I>a 

JannaryZ. — W k started for Ilaniah ; 
our kind and estimable host, and his 
brother, accoin])anied us on horseback 
for two liours outside the? town. Such 
liad been Mr. Parker’s solicitude in 
our behalf, that he furnished^s with 
letters to Selim, tln^ governor’s secre- 
tary at Hamah, aiul tt) Seamier, the 
scendarv to the luotscliim of Homs ; 
ho likewise gave us a letter of reconi- 
moiidatiou to Hadgi Hassaii, an elderly 
Turk at Homs, who has great dealings 
with the Arabs. All these people were 
requested to render us every assistance 
in their power to enable us to reach 
Palmyi’a. He gave us, In'sides, other 
letters to the Saraffs of the pasha of 
Hainasciis, urging them to assist us in 
getting horses, sliould wo he obliged to 
H'avel post. Also, letters to Acre, 
Cyprus, and Smyrna ; to Sir Robert 
and Lady Liston, and to several other 
persons at Constantinople. He lent us 


f our .lourney— Iraits of the Araha — Their 
imascus— bkctch of intoiided Houte. 

Mauiidreirs Travels in Sviia, and a 
good map of .Vsia Minor and Greece; 
and, not contented with doing us all 
these good idlices, furnished us, as I 
have before slated, w ith all the money 
we wanted. 

At sun-set we stopped at the khan 
Tounian, a spacious lodging, but fdled 
to excess w ith the^ caravans for Damas- 
cus and Latachia. On the following 
inoriiing we pn)ceeded at daylight in 
their company ; our mail lay over 
naked plains partly cultivated. About 
three in the afternoon we stopped at 
Sermein, Tiicre are several villages in 
this quarter, and a few clumps of 
olives ; otberwi'^e tlie country is desti- 
tute of ww)d. Blount Cassius, whose 
summit was already covered witli snow, 
was in sight on our right. 

January .) We proceeded at sun- 

rise, intending to go with the Latachia 
cai'avau as hu* as Shoghcr, and thence 
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iollow up tilt' banks ot* tho Orontos to 
ilumali ; but boin'jf late, and secinij a 
caravan on our left, wo hranolied out in 
that direction, joined them, and liiuliii" 
that they were in the straight road to ! 
Hamah, and bound to that place and j 
Damascus, we continued | witli them. I 
Alxnit ten, we passed the ruins of a 
square I'lirkish f«u*trcs>s, inclosing a | 
villai^e. Many of these jdaces, on the ' 
skirts of tlie <lesert, are walled in, pro- j 
bably to afford tliem protection aijainst ! 
the Arabs. Shortly at terwanls, we met | 
a very extensive caravan, bein" part \ 
of the hadj or pilitrima^t' to Mecca, on ! 
their return from Daniasc^us — they had | 
the ;:rcen flat;, tiie propliet’s banner, j 
flying. There were but few camels, 1 
the animals beinjr nm<t\y liorses and 
mules, and havin'; all hells attaclu‘«l to 
them, which made a merry riiii;ini; 
noise.* There were several tacUter- 
wans, the only sprcios »)f vehicle in the 
East. We had seen one of them in the 
great Morocco hadj, wliich arrived at 
Cairo in September last ; it resemble<l 
a sedan cliair, supported before ami 
heiiind by hor.'^es, instead of men ; hut 
of thostf which we saw tewlay, one was 
a sjK'cics of tcnt-bid, placed cro.s.s-way 
oil the back of a mule; and another re- 
sembled two cliildren’s cradlc.s, fitted 
like panniers on the back of a camel. , 
These tackterwans arc inclosed with ' 
curtains, and are generally u.‘<e<l by 
women or sick people. Nearly the 
ivholc of this, and the next day, we 
continued to pass divisions of the iiadj: ! 
all the animals wen? laden witli .‘■ome . 
private venture of tlie pilgrim.s, who i 
always join commerce with religion in i 
thest* expcalilions. They have among . 
themselves an ohl adage “ lleware of , 
thy neighbour if be has made a hadj ; 
but if he has made two, quickly prepare 
to leave thy house.” The keenness 
with which all the peasants, near the 
khans, bargain for everything they 
sell, seems to agree with this. We saw 
to-day some few Roman ruins, ami 
sarcophagi, formed of the stone of the 
country, apparently of the date of the 
lower empire. At 2 p. m. we stojiped 

* In tl.at <ljty th'-re .shall ho upon tlio bell.s 
ef the IIur.iiM, “ IIoliiic.s8 unto the Lord.” 
>Cech. xiv. V. 20. 
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for the night at Marah, and slept in a 
very good khan. The next inorniiig, 
Lebanon, now a m:\Ha of snow, lay 
before us ; and Mount Cassius was 
shut in by tho northern extremity of 
the An.sariaii mountains. We ])asscd 
several sites of am*ii*ut town.s, tanks, 
sarcophagi. tStc., everything much di- 
lapidated, and little interesting, except 
as proving that tlie neighbourhood wais 
more thickly peopled iii fenner time.s 
than it is at juv.s.mt. The ciumtry 
was a succession of open plains, with- 
out a single tree, and inluihitrd by 
numerous gazelle.^, }uirt ridges, e ires, 
bustards, \c. We pas.sed tlie night at 
Khan Shekune, situated near an artifi- 
cial hill, several of which we had seen 
during tlie day. Tlu'V res.-mbl<‘d those 
<in Salisbury IMain, ami other parts of 
England. We found the khan good, 
but very full of peopl#, in consequence 
of the return of the hadj. 

Janitary 7. — thir road wa.s still 
through open plain'*, partially culti- 
vate<l, ami running parallel with the 
range of the An^arian mountains. 
Lebanon and Anti-L(d>anon were be- 
fore us. ‘About .'i p.M. we arrived 
at Hamah. 'Pin' road for tho last 
hour w.'LS pretty, de«>cending into a 
vale, through whicli tin; Orontc.s takes 
a w'inding course. One of its banks is 
cultivated, w'oodf?d, and here ami there 
laid out in gardens ; the other consists 
in most purls (»f pi'rpendieular chalky 
cliffs. Here are immense wheels 
turned by tlie stream to raise tlie 
water for the irrigation of tlio soil. 
Hamah is the Epiphani.i of the Oreeks 
and Romans, though it is, no doubt, 
the site of the ancient Hamath, men- 
tioned in various parts of scripture ; 
together with Damascus, Lebanon, and 
, other contiguous placc.s, it took its 
name from the sons of Canaan, fourth 
' son of Ham, tho son of Noah, which 
; proves its very high antiquity. Hamah 
is delightfully situated in a liollow, 
between and on the sides (»f two hills, 
near tho west bank of the Orontes; 
hut in itself it ]»re.sents nothing 
worthy of notice at this day. Wo 
took up our quarters in a khan. These 
1 buildings in the towns differ eonsidor- 
, ably from tho.se on the road siile. Like 
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tliern, tliey Hurrtmml an o])on Hquave, ; 
but arc ditrorontly construotod, boiuj; 
intended for travcdlers and inere\iunt» ' 
to lodge in during tlie tinio they re- 
main ill the towns to dispose of tlnur 
mercliandise, or nettle any i>rivate 
affairs they may liave to transact ; 
wh(*reas the Khans on the rocidside 
are only intended to afford a night’s 
lodging and security to the traveller 
and his beasts. Jn these latter the 
s(|uares are formed in open piazza'*, 
in which men and animals are iodge<l 
indiscriminately, there being no <»ivi- 
sion into apartments, cells, <»r any 
detached chamber whatever: and for 
their use no j)aynient is re(piir< <1. The 
khans in the towns, instead of having 
open piazzas, are furnished all rouml 
with two stories of small apartments, 
eaeli ehamher, or rather eell, being 
about 12 ft. S(pidre, witli a door (the key 
of wbicii is given yon), and an iroii- 
naiTCMl window niih wcuMlen shutters, 
but no glass. J suspect tlu'y were 
originally intcnde<l as a gratuitous 
lodging for travc\h*rs, the same as 
those on the high-roads and in the 
villages; but as they have only one 
small entrance, and are thereby the 
most secure places in the towns, the 
lower rooms a^’t' generally tilled with 
merchandise of the different resident 
proprietors. In front of these are 
arched piazzas for the horses, mule.s, 
&c.; and also a balcony, or terrace, with 
wooden railing, fronting the ujjper row 
of cells, which are totally unfurnished. 
You must provide for yonrsdf a mat 
to lie on, cooking utensils, fuel, Ac. 
There is a porter who generally rents 
the khan, and in the daytime attends 
the gate, which is locked at night ; he 
makes his profit by the fees from tra- 
vt'llers, ami also by a rent for the 
merchandise. We paid two piastres 
(1«. 5r/.) for admittance, or as it is 
termed, for the key of our room ; four 
paras (one penny English) a day for 
the lodging, and one ]»ara a day for 
each horse. Our provisions we always 
got from the market, and we cooked 
them in oiir own room. Our principal 
meat was mutton. The 'furks do not 
Pat much hoof, and therefore it is 
never good. While at Hamah we 


rcc<!ivc<l\)y a messenger, express from 
Aleppo, a letter from Mr. liarker, 
inclosing the firman from the grand 
. Sigiiior, for which Mr. Barker had 
; written to Sir Robert Liston. This 
firman empowers us to go with four 
' servants through Syria, Cyf*ru3, the 
islands of the Archipelago, Smyrna, 
Adana, Karaman, Kaiahissar, Kiutaya, 
to Broussa, and thence to Constanti- 
nople. We are to he treated in the 
mo.st friendly manner; to he afforded 
every assi,'<tanec, security, and protec- 
tion, according to the imperial capitu- 
lations; and to be furnished with all 
necessary escorts whenever occas;on 
may reijiiire. 

While we were at this place, there 
arrived one evening four slnibhy-look- 
ing, ill-dri'ssed Turks, attired some- 
what like soldiers, ami an ehlerly fellow 
better clad, though no better looking 
I than the others. These j)eople brought 
with them eleven Georgian girls, the 
i remnant of between forty and fifty, as 
1 we were infonned, whom they had 
I stolen or kidnapped from their parents 
. on the confines of ( iet)rgia. They were 
brought to ho sold as slaves or mis- 
! tre.sses to such w ealthy Turks as could 
afford to pay high sums for them. The 
poor girls were lodged in the cells 
I contiguous to ours. They were mostly 
! between fifteen and twenty years of 
! age ; two were younger, being about 
i twelve. All were e.xceedingly pretty, 
j with black sparkling e}es, rosy cheeks, 
j long black hair, and very fair com- 
plexions, contradicting the account 
which Volney gives of the Georgian 
and Circassian women, where he sa}*s, 
that their fame for beauty arises more 
from the fancy of \KiveUei-s, heightened 
by the difficulty they have always 
found to get n sight of them, than 
from any real charms they possess.” 
The prici’S which were demanded and 
obtained for those girls is the best 
proof of tlie estimation in w hich they 
are held by the Turks. We were 
present at the purchase of one girl by 
a rich Turk ; fourteen purses, each 
pni’so being M)0 piastres, or about 
18/., wein) demanded. He offered ten; 
but they would not abate one pai'a. 
The poor girl, who w'us about fifteen, 
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was staiulin^ up all the while, hearing 
the disputes about lier pureliase. They 
were all taken out four dilVe rent times, 
and conducted througli the town to 
the rich Tiirkisli houses, to bo viewed 
and bid for, the same as any other 
merchandise ; and on two occasion.; 
considerable parties of tlie principal 
inhabitants came to our khan, and 
examined the unhappy creatures at 
the door of their cells ; they being 
obliged to stand up in a row, wliiie 
their several merits w'cre discussed by 
the rival bidders. Several of the pur- 
chasers were upwards of fifty years of 
age; while the friendless objects of 
their clioice were only fifteen. The 
food given tt) these unfortunates was 
of a cliaracter with tlie rest of their 
treatment, consisting only of a loaf of 
bread and a small piece of cheese twice 
a day ; and although oranges were 
only two paras (a halfpenny) each, we 
never saw one given to them. Wlien- 
ever the owners wont abroad they 
locked tlieir cl large up in the cells and 
carried away the key. On their return 
from one of their tours tlirough the 
town, we heard some bitter lamenting 
in the cell next to ours, and found that 
it proceeded from one of the young 
girls, who was about to be sold, and 
was bewailing ht;r separation from her 
sister and companions. The.sc poor 
girls are carried from town to town 
on horseback. In this manner they 
had been brought from Georgia, being 
exposed for sale at all the principal 
towns as they came along. Tliey \\ere 
now destined for Damascus, where it 
was thought a good mart would he 
found for them. They set out on their 
melancholy journey two days before 
we started. Jlruce lias given some 
account of the Georgian and Circassian 
women. 1 think he comes much 
nearer the truth than Volney does. 

Nothing else worthy of mention oc- 
curred while we were at Hamah, ex- 
cepting our iicgociations with the 
Arabs regarding our journey co Pal- 
myra. Shortly after we arrived, our 
Maltese interpreter, when taking our 
letter of introduction to Selim, the 
governor’s secretary, met at his house 
a man named Pierre, of Dar-el-Camar, 


in the employ of Lady Hester Stan- 
hope, by wliom lie had been .sent, as 
he said, to fetch t>vo horses wJiieh JiaJ 
been presented to Lady Hester by the 
governors of Homs and Hamah. He 
w;is also charged witii a present of one 
hundred piastres to Naisali, the chief 
of the Annasce Arabs. This man, who 
returned with our interpr(d(‘r, told us 
that he had accompanied Lady Hester 
to Palmyra and was acrcjuaiiited with 
the Arab chiefs, and tliat it was he 
who made the bargain for Mr. Rankes, 
who was obliged to pay 1200 piastres, 
besides being sent back onee b/ Nar- 
sab,and kept in confinement by Sneikh 
Hamed, bis younger bnither, at Pal- 
myra, who extorted another 200 ])ias- 
tres from him. Selim, as well as 
Seamier, being both abscnit at Damas- 
cus, we were at some ditficulty how to 
proceed, but resolved to await the re- 
turn of the former, as Pierre expected 
he would be back in a few days. We 
had nineh conversation with this man 
reg,arding the Arabs, and about the 
prices which travelk'rs bad at dittbreiit 
times paid /or visiting Palmyra ; for, 
aliliougli wo bad matlo iij) our minds 
to go codie qni coutc, we determined 
to fight as bard a battle as we could, 
ami protemled to be very indifferent 
about it. We soon saw tliat if this man 
assi.st(Ml us, he would at least make us 
pay as much money as he could, for 
he talked of two, three, four, and even 
six hundred piastres .as nothing. We, 
however, told liim that four liundred 
was thf/kitmost W(i would ])ay; and that 
wo knew Sir William Clintterton and 
Mr. Leslie had visited Palmyra, by 
Cariatecn, at an expense of only one 
liundred piastres, while the Arabs 
were making extravagant demands of 
Mr. Bankes. Pierre, on liearing this, 
observed, “ that if Sir William Chat- 
terton and Mr. Leslie bad gone for 
that sum, they had stoleyi to Tadmor.” 
Perceiving that he was not inclined to 
make a moderate bargain for us, we 
were undetermined what course to 
pursue, as we made no doubt that he 
would at all events give information to 
the Arabs of our arrival and intention. 
In the meantime, a Christian, who 
lives at Homs, came to us, asserting, 
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that- Ihere was no difficulty in getting 
to Palmyra, and that lie was acquainted 
with two others of his own creed at 
Homs, who with himself would engage 
to conduct us ujion asses, at a mode- 
rate i>rice, and without any danger 
from the Arabs. We did not place 
very implicit confidence in his account, 
particularly as we knew that our de- 
ceased friend, Sheikh Ibrahim, had 
been robbed and stripped in his first 
attempt, and we had Air. Bankes’ fate 
also before us ; but as time was pass- 
ing away, and we were doing nothing, 
we deciilod on going with him to Homs, 
leaving Pierre and everybody else, to 
wliom we spoke on tlie subject, to sup- 
jtose llnit we had given up all idea of 
going to Palmyra, in consequence of 
the expense attending it, and had de- 
cided on pursuing our journey to Div- 
inascus and Jerusalem. 

We bad intended to have set out on 
the morning of the lO’tli. It however 
turned out very wet that day, and we 
(lid not accompany the man, as we 
had no idea of getting wet through on 
sueli an iineortain excursion ; but we 
promised him to follow as soon as it 
(deared up. During the ufternuoii 
Pierre visited us, and appeared to he 
much surprised, that we had not set 
out for Damascus. We told him that 
we were prevented from quitting 
Hamah by the rain. He made no fur- 
ther observation, hut shortly after 
r ('tired, and in about half an hour 
returned with five Arabs, whom he 
said lie had brought to us Unit we 
might make a bargain with them for 
going to Palmyra. The chief of these 
■"'as Sheikh Saleo, the nephew of 
Alahannah. He was a lad about four- 
teen or fifteen years of age, very dirty 
and ill-dressed, with a shcep-skiii 
cloak. Ho sat down in our room with 
great composure, lus did his four com- 
panions, three of whom were blacks. 
While smoking their pipes, they exa- 
iniiK'd everything in our apartment 
with givai attention ; hut wc nad pur- 
posidy hid whatever was likely to at- 
^‘t)f;ice, or give an idea of wealth, 
rheir first demand was 3000 pias- 
tJ’es, at whieh we hurst out into an 
mimodta-ate fit of laughter. Tliey 


then came down to 2000, but we re- 
mained fixed at 400. At last they 
lowered their demand to 800. The lad 
now made signs that we should be 
robbed. We shewt'd all we meant to 
take with us ; and said it was not worth 
fifty piastres, wiiicJi indeed was true 
enough. lie then made signs that we 
should have our throats cut. We told 
him that neither he, Alahannah, nor 
any of his tribe, would dare toucli a 
Frank, furnished .as Ave were with the 
imperial firman, which he knew we 
had. They do not care, however, much 
for the Grand Signior. It was not a 
ittle remarkable to hear such threats 
from a boy only fourteen years of age. 
At last they quitted us, saying they 
must have 800. After some delibera- 
tion, we sent to say that we would give 
them 600, including the hire of the 
camels ; r/o part of the money to 
be paid tint'll our safe return to 
Hntnah. After much ])revarication, 
during which they ende<avoured to 
make us give them a further sum for 
the camels, they at length consented 
to our terms, “ for the love,” as they 
said, “of the Alalaka”or queen, for 
such they were pleased to call Lady 
Hester Stanhope, who had hersoif 
! given 500/. for this trip. Had Ave 
. paid them as much, no doubt tliey 
j AA'ould have called us tAvo kings ; for, 

I like the Nubians, money is their i«lol. 
The next morning Ave sent to the Aga 
i to have the treaty ratified in Avriting. 

■ They noAv demanded 300 piastres in 
I advance. We positively refused to pay 
a para until our safe return ; and, 

I finally, the Aga declined being respon- 
sible unless Alahaimah or Narsah sent 
a Avritten document to say Ave might 
pass safely. Thus the affair remained 
till the morning of the 1 9tli, tluf Arabs 
still endeavouring to prevail on us to 
gi\'e them three, tAvo, or even 100 
piastres in advance ; but as the small- 
est sum paid beforehand Avoiild liave 
placed us in some measure in their 
poAVer, and rendered our journey un- 
certain, Ave persisted in refusing. 

January 10. — No message from 
Alahannah liaving arrived, AA^e left 
Hamah at dawn of day, and arrived 
at Homs in about eight hours, the 
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road still leadiivj? through rich plains 
(legtilute of wood. About hall-way 
we crossed the Oroiites, now dimi- 
nished in breadth to a paltry stream. 
The river here winds throiigli a chasm. 
There i.s a bridge of thirteen nrelies ; 
and the water is kept up for the pur- 
pose of turning a mill. A cascade 
which it forms, the khan, the neigh- 
bouring village of Rastan, aud a few 
trees on the bank of the rivulet, alto- 
gether make rather a pretty scene. 
Rastan stands on an eminence near 
the bridge, and the ancient Arethusia 
adjoins it, presenting an object of 
more intere.st than we had lately been 
accustomed to, though none of the 
buildings remain perfect. Part of the 
walls, the line of the streets, aud the 
pedtvstals of some columns, being alone 
remarkable. We put up at a khan 
in Homs; and Pierre, who had followed 
us from Hamah, arrived soon after us. 

Janiiarij 20. — We had some con- 
versation w’ith the Christian we had 
seen at llaiuMi ; but it appeared evi- 
dent lie was undertaking a task that 
he w'a.s unabJe to exociito. In the 
evening one of the Arabs wlio hud 
visited us v/ith Sheikh Salee, came 
with a letter from Sheikh Narsuh, 
who, he said, w'as encamped one day’s 
journey from Palmyra. Tlio letter 
.stated, ‘‘that Xarsah liad heard of our 
arrival in Ilainali, and of our w’i.-Ji to 
visit Tadmor ; that lie expected by the 
2‘ltli that the Fidon and Isbaah Arabs 
under Sheikh Haleel, w'ho were at war 
with the Aiinasees, w’ould have re- 
moved from the neighbourhood of Pal- 
myra ; and that, at the expiration of 
that time, he would come to Homs 
w ith three camels ‘to conduct us.” 
Tliis story we afterwards had reason ; 
to b< lieve was a lictioii, to ]}crsuade 
u.s of the absolute necessity of his pro- ' 
tection. In the mean time he desircal 
we would give the bearer twenty pias- 
tres. Upt)ii this we made great diffi- 
culties ; for, as our departure was not 
yet conjpletely settled, it mignt very 
likely be money thrown away; and we 
thought that if we show'cd an easy 
compliance in giving small sums, we 
might soon receive a demand for large 
ones. In short, finding how tardily 


affairs were going on, we resolved to 
set out the no.\t morning on foot, call- 
ing oil Narsali on our way. To this 
jilaii the Arab consented, and cvery- 
thing was agreed on ; lie swearing by 
tile most sacred oatlhs that all .should 
go on well, and that we slionbl have 
an ass to carry our bread, water, and 
sheep-skill coats. 

January 21. — This morning the 
man came again, saying, he could not 
take us, as he feared Nursah w’ould 
cut off his head for having undertaken 
the business without express orders. 
Therefore, ‘liter much discussii i, this 
last arrangement also terminated un- 
favourably, and the Arab S(*t off a 
second time for the camp of Mahaii- 
iiah, to bring the camels as soon as 
possible, and ap[)rise bis cliief tliat we 
had removed to Homs. In the after- 
noon it came on to blow' hard, with 
continued squalls of snow, sleet, and 
rain ; and we were not sorry tliat our 
walking trip was put off. The bad 
weatlier continued without intermis- 
sion niglit and day till the 24th, on the 
evening of w Inch day the man returned 
from Mahaimah with tlictlirec camels; 
w'c could not, liow’cver, arrange for 
starting till the * 26111 , as the motsellim 
(governor) could not. ratify the bar- 
gain, being busily engaged in taking 
an inventory of the effects of the 
jiasha, who had shortly before been 
beheaded. Tliis pasha had been ap- 
pointed to the command of the hadj, 
and had set off from Constantinople. 
While 'lie was on his return from 
Mecca, a khat-sherriffe w as despatched 
from the capital, ordering his head to 
bo cut off and sent immediately to 
Constantinople ; and the seiiteiieo was 
earried into execution before he reached 
Damascus. We hear that he was ac- 
cused of intriguing wdili the Russians 
against th.e state. We ])ai<l .‘500 j)ias- 
tres into the hands of Hadji Hassaii, 
us part payment to the Arab sheikhs, 
but it was agreed that they should not 
themselves receive any portion of it 
till our safe return to Homs. Sheikh 
Nar-sah’s order was, that we should 
pay all bcfox*e starting ; but we per- 
sisted in refusing, and moreover, we 
made the Arabs consent, before wit- 
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ncViscH, that no further demands be- 
yond the GOO ]>iastre8 were to be 
ni.icle upon us on any pretence what- 
ever. The motselliin, who, like all the 
Turks, had a great and unnecessary 
dread of these people, ol)served, “Why 
will you trust yourselves amongst the 
Arabs? suppose they should destroy 
yon !” 

Jnniiary 2G — At one P.M., after 
nineteen days* iicg(»tiatioii at Hamah 
!ind Homs, vve started with our three 
camels and as many conductors, with 
two skin bottles, in which they had ! 
j^oured the melted butter bought with j 
Lady Hester’s present. We proved 
to them before dej)arting that we had 
not a para in our ])oelvets, thus pre- 
venting any temptation to pilfer. All 
tmr bairgage consisted of a shecp-skiii 
coat, the woolly si<le inwards, and the 
other side coloured red with ochre, 
and greased to keep out the rain. We 
rode for five hours, our guides nearly 
th(^ whole time singing a favourite 
Aral) song. On arriving at a Be- 
douin camp, we had some scruples 
about entering a tent, expecting they 
would h<Mve had many objections 
against receiving us. Instead of which, 
to our surprise, we wore welcomed by 
both men and . women ; the latter 
smiling, said, we wa re Brangi (Franks), 
and relire(l to their part of the tent 
to pr(‘])are .su])pej’. 

January 21 , — Having been regaled 
with a substantial breakfast, we pro- 
ceeded at eight a.m. and rode till four 
in the afternoon, when we stopped at 
anotlier Arab eamp, where we were 
again well vi*ceivtMl. 

January 2S. — We started at dawn 
i)f day, and saw many dwarf trees, of 
which tlio country had hitherto been 
lestituto. It now resembled a heath 
•overed hy a plentiful stock of aroma- 
tic shrubs, with occasional hill and 
liile. Wo followc<l no particular road 
^r track ; but our general directu)n 
appeared to be easterly. This morii- 
ng we had a striking instance of the 
value the Arab sots on his time, and 
d his impatience to accomplish a 
ouruey when once lie has undertaken 
t. Suddenly one of our party quit- 
Hig us, hastened oii in advance, and 


w'as soon out of sight. On coming up 
with him we found he had collected 
brusliwood and made a blazing fire ; 
presently some butter was melted and 
sweetened with honey. In this we 
dipped our bread, and wliat with the 
Aral/s voracious mode of eating, and 
these time-saving measures, our break- 
fast did not detain us above ten mi- 
nutes. The same hurry was subse- 
quently shewn on our wanting to drink 
some water from a small crevice in 
the rock close to us. We were pro- 
hibited and told there was jdenty 
before us; but, as we knew that the 
camps were hours in advance, we 
were not to be controlled, and dis- 
mounting, quenched our thirst. The 
soil was excessively rich ; but all ap- 
pearance of cultivation had ceased 
when we had ridden a few hours from 
Homs. The scarcity of water is doubt- 
less the cause of this. We could not 
help laughing at our principal guide, 
who \\ ith a rusty old match-lock and 
no powder, ])retended t(/^be very vigi- 
lant in reconnoitring from all the 
heights for haranii (robbers while 
we know that he and his companions 
were of the most timid nature, and 
that they were well aware that we 
were going nith the sanction, and 
under the protection of their own 
chiefs, who coniniandod tiie wli(»lo 
country. At Jiooii wo saw a wild 
hoar, so large that at first we thouglit 
it was an ass. About four in the after- 
noon ^ve opened the valley in which 
Mahaiinah’s camp was pitched. The 
Arabs were obliged to inquire before 
they could find out the direction of 
llie camp ; and as they had hi ea 
absent from it oiily a few days, some 
idea may be formed of the diliiculty 
of tracking the tribes in the desert. 

As we approached, we beheld a 
very animated and busy scene, I’he 
girls were singing, and the children 
busied ill running down the young par- 
tridges with dogs ; the birds being as 
yet only able to fly a short distance at 
a time. I’resently w'e heard a hue 
and cry from all quarters, and soon 
perceived a large wild boar, with his 
bristles erect, beset by all the dogs ; 
everybody running eagerly to the pur- 
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suit. He was found behind one of the 
tents. They chased him all through 
the camp ; and two Arabs on horse- 
back, with spears, joined in the pursuit. 
The animal, however, ke])t both men 
and dogs at bay, and finally got off 
with only one wound. 

We now approached the sheikh’s 
tent and found Mahannah and his two 
sons. Sheikhs Narsah and liamed, to- 
getlier with about thirty Arab cliiefs 
of various camps, seated round an im- 
mense fire. Sheikh Narsah was lean- 
ing on a camel’s saddle, their usual 
cushion. He did not rise to receive 
us, although wc afterwards observed 
that he and the whole circle rose when- 
ever a strange sheikh arrived. We 
attributed this cool reception to the 
Jow estimation lie held us in, in coiise- 
<j[uence of the unusually small sum wc 
were to pay for visiting Palmyni, and 
from t)ie plainness of our dress and 
apiiearance. Mahannali was a short, 
crooked-backed, mcan-lookingold man, 
lietwcon sev^ity and eighty years of 
age, dressed in a coarse robe. His 
son, Narsah, to wliom he had, in con- 
sequence of his age, resigned the reins 
of government, wasgood-looking, about 
thirty years of age, with very digni- 
fied and engaging manners. He had 
the Koran open in his hand when we 
arrived, to give us, we supposed, an 
idea of liis learning. He was w'ell 
dressed, witli a red jiclissc and an 
enormous white turban. We observed 
much whispering going forward be- 
tween Narsah and every stranger that 
arrived ; and our guides were se})a.rately 
questioned in the same manner, to 
learn, as we conjectured, \vhether we 
had much money* or not. Narsah 
alone addressed us. He inquired wliy 
the Ijiiglish wished so niucli to see 
Palmyra, and whether we were not 
going to search for gold ? We told 
him he should have lialf of any wc 
might find there. 

As the evening advanced, the Arab 
guests increased to the number of 
fifty. Their mode of saluting their 
chiefs is by kissing either cheek altern- 
ately, not the hand as in Nubia. 
Narsah questioned us about Huona- 
parte and the occupation of France by 


the allied troops. I suspect liis know- 
ledge of these matters proceeded from 
his correspondence with Lady Hester 
Stanhope. On our inquiring after 
Sheikh Hamcdy, a handsome young 
man, apparently between twenty and 
twenty-five years of age, with evident 
confusion in his countenance, acknow- 
ledged himself as that person ; at the 
same time remarking that we had pro- 
bably beard a bad account of him, but 
that the reports to his prejudice were 
not correct. It was tliis man who 
confined Mr. Rankes for a day, and 
obliged him to pay 200 piastres exclu- 
sive of the 1200 which he gav j to 
Narsah for visiting Palmyra. 

Some of the partridges which the 
children had caught, were now broiiglit 
in. They roasted them on tlio fire, 
and part was given to us ; Sheikh 
Hamedy throiving a leg and a wing to 
each of us. They afUu’wards gave 
us some honey and butter, together 
with bread to dip into it*. Narsiih 
desired one of liis men to mix the two 
ingredients for us, as we were awkward^ 
at it. The Arab having stirred the 
mixture up well with his fingers, 
showed his dexterity in consuming as 
Avell as ill mixing, and recompensed 
himself for liis trouble by eating half ol" 
it. At sunset, and again at eight 
o’clock, the wliolc assembly were sum- 
moned to prayers ; a man standing 
outside the tent, and calling them to 
their devotions, in the same manner as 
is done from the minarets of the 
ino.sqmis of Turkish towns. Eacli man 
rubbed his face over with sand, a heai) 
of which was plaw'd in front of the 
tent for that purpose, to serve as a 
substitute for water in their religious 
ablutions. We could not but admire 
the decorous solemnity with wliich they 
all joined in worship, standing in a 
row, and bowing down and kissing the 
ground together. An immense platter 
of roust mutton was then brought in 
for supper, with pillaw of rice. The 
Arabs fed apart, while a separate por- 
tion was brought for Narsah and us. 
We observed the elderly men gave 
their lialf-gnawed hones to those around 

* “ Butter and lioney sliall he eat.” Isa. vil. 5. 
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them, and we were told that they have 
ail adage eoirimending the custom. A 
black slave was perpetually pounding 
cMiflee from the moment we entered the 
tent till we went to sleep, and as he 
began in the morning at day- light, and 
v/as constantly employed, it would seem 
that the consunijition of this article 
jmist be considerable. Late at night 
Narsah began to address the whole 
circle of sheikhs, who, we found, had 
been convened in order that they might 
licar his request that some portions of 
grazing land, called “ The Cottons,” 
might be delivered up to him. Being 
tired with the length of his discourse, 
wo removed to a corner of the tent and 
fell asleep. We heard afterwards that 
his harangue lasted till three in the 
morning. 

"On the following day wo wished to 
proceed, according to the promise to let 
us depart before sun-rise, which Nar- 
sah had given us the jireceding even- 
ing, swearing by his head, and lifting 
np his hand at the same time. But .as 
the chief had sat up so late he did not 
mnkc his appearance till about ten 
(»’clock, when, instead of letting «s 
depart, he desired we would accom- 
pany him to a small vale contiguous to 
his tent. We found the Arabs assem- 
bling from all <iuarters, and following 
us in great numbers. Wc were quite 
at a loss to know the meaning of this ; 
at first wc thought it w'as intended to 
show off the iiumhcrs of his people, 
Brcscntly, how'cver, we came to a tent, 
and found an immense feast of mice and 
camel’s flesh prepared for the whole 
assembly. Wc were conducted to a 
smaller tent apart, and had our share 
sent to us. We were in doubt what 
object the sheikh had in thus separating 
us ; whether it was meant as an ac- 
commodation to us, that w'c might cat 
more comfortably and freely by our- 
selves than in the midst of a concourse 
of people; or whether ho thought 
we w'cro not fit society for him. 
Our dress was certainly of a much 
meaner description than that of any of 
the sheikhs ; and as throughout the 
East a stranger is generally estimated 
according to the dress he wears, it is 
probable that our homely appearance 


had some weight with Narsah on this 
occasion. We found the meat both 
savoury and tender, being a portion of 
the hump, which is considered the best 
part. There was little fat, and the 
grain was remarkably coarse ; how- 
ever, wc made a hearty breakfast. 
The feast was conducted with much 
order and decorum. The sheikhs fed 
apart in a double row, with several 
immense platters placed at equal dis- 
tances betw’ecii them, and a rope line 
Avas drawn round to keep the people 
from pressing in. Narsah was at the 
head of the row, with a small select 
circle, amongst whom he placed us 
after we had breakfasted, having 
perceived us amongst the spectators. 
When the sheikhs had finished, the 
people were regaled with the remains; 
independent of which, portions were 
distributed to the different tents of the 
camp. This latter arrangement was 
for the women and children. Several 
camels must have been cooked, judg- 
ing from the immense quantities of 
I meat we saw. This feast was no doubt 
I intended to give w'cight to the pro- 
ceedings of the former evening. We 
'were asked whether Christians did not 
cat pigs* flesh ; and, answering in the 
affirmative, w’ere questioned if w c did 
not also drink sow’s milk, as they do 
tliat of camels ; this, however, wo 
stoutly denied. Mahannah made many 
signs for money, both for himself and 
Sheikh AIli,a very handsome little boy 
about five years of age, the son of 
Narsah. The Arab sign for money is 
I’ubhing the fore finger and thumb 
together. About eleven w’e set out. 
Our camels were changed for dromeda- 
ries of a heavy sort, which set off’ with 
ns at full trot up hill and down dale, 
each of us having his Arab conductor 
mounted behind him. We had now an 
addition to our party ; as one of Nar- 
sah’s men, who Avas called a guard, 
accompanied us, mounted on a white 
dromedary, decorated wdth tassels, and 
armed Avith another old matchlock 
gun. We rode till four o’clock in the 
afternoon. We found the pace of the 
animals on level ground and up hill 
good enough, but in descending we 
Avere dreadfully jolted. 
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January 30. — At dawn we resumed 
our journey. Our new guard had 
endeavoured to make us start at mid- 
night, but we would not submit to this, 
as the nights were very cold and frosty. 
Wo trotted this day iit the same rate 
as ou the preceding, and were jolted 
and bruised almost beyond endurance. 
At two in the afternoon we arrived at 
the object of our journey ; our useful 
guard liaving previously lighted the 
match of Iiis gun, and gone through j 
the ceremony of loading, but without 
ammuniiinn. 

On opening the ruins of Palmyra, 
from the Valley of the Tombs, we were 
much struck with the picturesque 
oftVet of the whole mass, presenting 
altogether the most imposing sight 
<»f the kind we had ever seen, and 
rendered doubly interesting by our 
having travelled through a wilderness | 
destitute of a single building. The 
ruins stand on a sandy plain, on the 
skirts of the desert ; their snow-white 
appearance, contrasted with the yellow 
sand, produced a very striking effect. 
Great, however, was our disappoint- 
ment when, on a minute cxanuiiation, 
we found that there was not a single 
column, pediment, architi’ave, portal, 
or frieze worthy of admiration. None ' 
of the columns excee<led, in diameter, 
4 ft., or in height 40. Those of the 
boasted avenue were little more than 
30 ft. high ; tiie eri.styliuin is in no 
instance ornamented with carved-w'ork, 
excepting now and then an ill-executed 
cornice. The plates of Wood and 
Dawkins are certainly well executed, 
but they have done more than justice 
to the originals. Taken as a tout^ 
ensemble, these ruins are certainly 
remarkable, by reason of their extent 
(being nearly a mile and a half in 
length) ; and they are, moreover, less 
encumbered by modern fabrics; for 
except the Arab village of Tadinor, 
which occupies the peristyle court of 
the Temple of the Sun, and the Turk- 
ish burying-place, there is nothing to 
obstruct the antiquary. But wJieii 
examined in detail they excite little 
interest ; and we judged Palmyra to 
be hardly worthy of the time, expense, 
anxiety, and fatiguing journey which 


we had undergone to visit it. Tlu? 
projecting pedestals in the centre of 
the columns of the great avenue have 
a very unsightly appearance ; there 
is also a great sameness in tlie archi- 
tecture, all the capitals being Co- 
rinthian, excepting those which sur- 
round the Temple of the Sun. These 
last are fluted, and when decorated 
with their brazi'ii Ionic capitals, were 
doubtless very haiidsoino. The sculp- 
ture, as well of the capitals of the 
columns, as of the other ornamental 
parts of the door-wajs and buildings, 
is very coarse and had. Althoegli tlio 
designs, as given in tiu* work ot vVood 
and Dawkins, are generally correct, 
we found that tlie execution of the 
sculpture is far inferior to what might 
have been expected, judging from 
their engravings. The three arches 
of the avenue at the end nearest the 
Temple of the Sun, so beautiful on 
paper, are excessively insignifleant in 
reality; and the decorated frieze is very 
badly wrought ; even tlie devices are 
not striking. These arches arc not to 
be comj>ared to the common portals of 
Thebes, although the Egyptians were 
unacquainted with the arch. Every- 
thing here is built of a very perishable 
stone ; it dues not deserve the name 
of marble ; it is greatly inferior even 
to that of Ihialbcc ; and we are in- 
clined to think tlie ruins of the latter 
place are much more worthy the tra- 
veller’s notice than those of Palmyra. 
We suspect tliat it is tlie difficulty of 
getting to Tadmor, and the fact that 
few’ travellers have been there, that 
has given rise to the great renown of 
these ruins. We give the preference 
to Baalhec, not only for the general 
superiority of the sculpture, but als»i 
for the extraordinary massive struc- 
ture of the buildings ; and while the 
columns of Baalhec, nearly CO ft. in 
height, and 7 in diameter, supporting 
a most rich and beautifully wrought 
epistylium 20 ft. high, are foniied of 
only three pieces of stone, the smallest 
columns of Palmym, 3.] ft. in diameter 
and 30 ft. high, arc formed of six, 
seven, and even eight pieces ; those, 
however, surrounding the peristyle 
court of the Temple of the Sun, are 
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about 40 ft. high, and 4 ft. in diameter, 
and arc formed of only three or four 
stones; and in the centre of the avenue 
are four granite colunms, about 30 ft. 
high, each formed of a single stone ; 
only one of these is still standing. We 
found tlie tombs very interesting; 
their construction is different from 
that of any we had elsewhere seen. 
They consist of a number of square 
towers, three, four, and five stories 
liigh, and are situatc<l without the 
walls of the ancient city. The most 
perfect are on the sides of the valley 
which leads to Homs and Hamah. 
These tombs are not ornamented on 
the exterior, with the exception of a 
biw figures in basso-relieno over the 
<lo()r, and a tablet bearing a Greek 
inscription. There are generally five 
sepulchral chambers one over the 
otlier ; and on each side are eight 
recesses, each divided into four or 
five parts, for the reception of corpses; 
the lower chamber, in some instances, 
fronts an excavation in the side of the 
hill contiguous to it. Some of these 
lower apartments arc very liandsome, 
the sides being ornamented witli sculj)- 
ture and fluted Corinthian pilasters, 
though the walls were of plain white 
stucco, without any figures or em- 
blematical rei>rc'senlatiou. The ceil- 
ing, on which tiie paint is still very 
perfect, is ornamented, like that of the 
peristyle court of the Temple of the 
Sun at Baalhec, with the heads of 
different Jieathen deities, dispensed in 
diamond-shaped divisions. were 

much ijitcrested by the remains of 
some mummies and mummy cloths, 
which appear to have been preserved 
very much after the manner of the 
Egyptian.^, only that the gum had lost 
all that odour resembling frankincense, 
^vhicli we noticed in Egypt. We found 
a hand in tolerable preservation ; but 
these sepulchres are not in any way 
so interesting as the Egyptian burying- 
places. You here look in vain for 
those beautiful paintings, &c., which 
so well portray the maimers and cus- 
toms of the ancients. Over the inside 
of the door-way, we saw a tablet in 
basso-relievo, of seven or eight stand- ! 
ing figures dressed in long robes, with 


I their hands on their breasts ; we su|>- 
j posed them to represent priests. We 
also noticed a sarcophagus, with the 
sides ornamented much in the same 
manner. The marble folding doors 
of some of the grander tombs, which 
are situated in the town, are still erect, 
but much dilapidated. They are carved 
in panels,, but are ill-executed and un- 
polisiicd. The lines of the streets and 
the foundations of the houses are 
distinguishable in some places. We 
agree with Mr. Bankes, that many of 
the small square rows of columns 
which Wood and Daw'kins suppobc t(* 
have inclosed temples, were no other 
than the open courts of private edificob, 
inclosing fountains. Mr. Bankes was 
led to this conclusion from there being 
one of only four columns, wdiich never 
could have inclosed a temple or solid 
building within it : moreover, similar 
remains at Pompeii unquestionably 
belonged to private edifices. On tlie 
right hand, as you pass down the 
avenue of columns, there is a door-w a v 
standing : within are the remains • >f 
the building it belonged to, having a 
Hebrew inscription on the architrave, 
which is interesting on three accoiiiit>; 
first, as the foundation of Tadmor was 
by Solomon ; secondly, as Zeiiobia is 
said by some to have been of the 
Jewish religion; and thirdly, as Bishop 
Riddle states that in his time L’dOO 
Jews dwelt at Tadmor. This inscri]>- 
tion was discovered by Mr. Bankes. 
Tliere is at Palmyra a tepid spring (,>f 
mineral water, having a strong sul- 
phureous histe and smell ; a subter- 
raneous aqueduct supplied the town. 
There is a great quantity of salt in the 
desert adjoining 'IJtidmor, which forms 
a lucmtive branch of commerce to the 
natives. 

January 31. — Having finished our 
examination of the ruins, we started on 
our return at 2 p. m., and continued 
till ten at night. After dark the Arabs 
implored us not to sing, for fear the 
robbers should hear us, and appeared 
to be as fearful in their own desert, as 
it was possible for a stranger to have 
been. 

February 1. — We moved at sun-rise, 
and did not reach MahannaU’s camp 
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until dark ; we were conducted back 
by a ditlereiit road, and met with twt) 
parties of his people on horseback, one 
of seven, and the other of twelve, most 
of them armed with spears ; we also 
met a small party on dromedaries richly 
caparisoned, sent, as wc thought, on 
j)urpose to show his importance. They 
asked us in passing, how much wo had 
paid for visiting Palmyra, taking it as 
a thing of course fliat we were obliged j 
to give money. Our change of road j 
naturally gave some mystery to our 
proceeding. On our arrival at the 
camp, old Alahannah came out of hi 
tent and began feeling the saddles ; j 
andtook from the poor Arabs all the salt 
which they had purchased at Palmyra. 
Wo were pretty well received by the 
chiefs ; Narsah had on the old robe this 
time, and his father the now one. We 
soon found out the meaning of this, as 
Narsah urged our interpreter to re- 
quest us to give him a new dress ; hut 
tlic latter said it was a thing impossible, 
as we had made our bargain for six buu- 
dr(?d piastres, and would give notbing 
besides. Wo obtained a promise that , 
everything should he in readiness for us , 
to depart early in the morning, and . 
Narsah told us ho should write a letter i 
io the King of England^ wliich we were j 
to take with us. He sent one to his dear } 
f) lend Lady Hester, with whom they all 
seem to be enchanted. They call her 
El Alalaka,” (the <|ueen ;) some say 
she is “ Bint-el Sultan ” (daughter ofj 
the king,) and others favour her with | 
the appellation of the Virgin Mary. 

February 2. — We were detained 
until 0 A.:^i., and had much difficulty 
in procuring a draught of water before 
starting ; but we al: solutcly refused to 
move without it. In consequence of 
this detention wo were benighted before 
we bad completed onr day’s journey, 
and had a bitterly cold bivouackin the 
open air, the Arabs being afraid even 
to light a fire. We, however, managed 
to lay down between two of our camels, 
which, from their kneeling posP .re,kept 
some o£ the cold air off ; sleeping was 
out of the question, as it was freezing 
hard, with a strong, cutting wind. 

On the 3rd, at dawn, we wore on route; 
we saw twenty-three white gazelles, 


and witnessed tlu' iN'inoval of an Arab 
camp ; the movabh*s wc're all placed 
on the camels’ backs; the women, with 
the children slung over tlua’r shoulders, 
and the flocks follow(‘d, presenting altfv 
gctlier an interesting sight. At a small 
eiicanipment we breakfasted off a thick 
mess of lentilcs and bread,* highly 
seasoned Avith pepper, and very good. 
Towards noon wc passed a valley, fur- 
rowed up in all directions, by the wild 
boars ; f the soil bad the ajipearai 
of having be('n literally j)longbt;d up. 
Jii the CAX'uing avc readied Homs ; avo 
Averc higidy satisfied with oiir conduc- 
tors, and Lhereforo gave thc'i cacli 
twenty piastres, as voluntary baekshec- 
ish. One of these men had already 
received twenty for carrying the mes- 
sage to Narsah, as bed’ore mentioned. 
We also sent a turban of the value of 
tAveiity piastres to the sheikh of Tad- 
mor, for his civility to us, and ga ax 100 
piastres to Pierre; so that our aa1u>1(‘ 
expenses in vis^iting Palmyra amounted 
to })0() piastres, 200 of Avliich consisted 
of voluntary gifts. 

The behaviour of those Arabs to 
each other, Avhatever may be their con- 
duct to strangers, presents an agreeable 
picture of domestic harmony and com- 
fort, and is in unison Avith all the ideas 
the poets have given of the peaceful 
contentment of the pastoral life ; in 
fact, tliey are a nation of shepherds, 
and I question much if, in our most 
polished circles, more real dignity of 
deportment and urbanity of manners 
are to jjo met Avitli than in the huinblo 
tent ol' the Arab. It appeared to u.s 
that all that was good amongst them 
Avas centred in the loAvor ordei’s ; the 
chiefs monopolising to themselves ail 
that cunning and roguery Avliich ren- 
der tliem contemptible in the eyes 
of a stranger. An Arab, on arriving 
in a str.'inge camp, goes to the first 
t<;nt that comes in his Avay ; lie does 
not wait to be asked in, but Avitbout any 
ceremony makes his camel lie doAvn, 
unloads it at the entrance, and, enter- 
ing the tent with the simple salutation 

♦ “ Thun .Tocob gave Esau bread, aud pot- 
tage of lenliles.” (icuesis x.w. :f4. 

t “ The boar out of the Avood doth Airasto 
it.’* I’saliu i;k 
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of sulaain alicain ([xjaco be between numerouB do^fs, remaining outside as 
us), scats biiuself by the fire, no matter guards. The lain))S (foritwastlie lanib- 
Avhetlicr the liost be at Iioino or not. iiig season) were placed inside the 
Should lie be ])resoiit, he immediately tents, in a small spot fenced round, to 
j>uts fresh wood on the fire, and begins screen tlicm from the inclemency of 
to burn and pound coffee, generally the night air. The fir.st care in tlie 
offering Iiis pipe to his guests in the morning was to let them out to their 
mean tiiiK;. Ills wife, or wives, after dams, wlien it was interesting to ob- 
spreading mats, if they have an}', for serve tlie numerous ewes recognise 
the strangers to sit'on, retire to their their offspring by the snndl alone ; 
part of the tent, wdiieli is divided in the lambs not being gifted witli the 
the middle by their sack of corn, and sagacity of their mothers, w ere w illing 
whatever other effects they liave, and to suck from the first ev e they met 
prepare the dinner or supper, according with. 

to the time of the day, without any order Tlie Arab having few wants is unac- 
being given by the master, but as a mat- quainted with many cares, and is thus 
terof course; ill the mean time the host ignorant of the greater part of the 
chats with his guests, generally about troubles and difbeulties which are 
their sheep, which arc their princijial experienced in more civilised society, 
concern. The coffee being ready, he Each man has a tent of his own, and is 
jKjurs out a cupful for each of his guests, thus possessed of a freehold, and has 
and Jiclps liiinself last. The meal gc- lotliing to do with rents or taxes ; and 
ncnilly consists of camels’, goats’, or the shrubs of the wilderneos provide 
sheeps’ milk, boiled wheat and milk, liim with food for his flocks, and fuel 
lentil soup, or melted butter, and bread for his fires. The labour of tilling and 
to dip into it ; as soon as the meal is reaping is unknown to liiui, but much 
ready, the landlord pours out w’atcr judgment and foresight is necessary in 
for all his guests in turn, who there- his periodical migrations with his flocks, 
with wash the right baud.* The ab- wliicli must be regulated and timed 
Jution flnislied, every one commences ; wdth due regard to tlie seasons, so that 
tlie host retires, not eating with his they may consume the herbage while 
guests, hut welcioming them with fre- they are atlvancing, and at the same 
quentexclainatioiis of coula, coula,(eat time leave the land to itself sufliciently 
it all, eat it all). ’Tho rejiast ended, long to recover its verdure before they 
the attentive master again bring? the return. They contrive to be near 
w’ater for washing the luinds, and then their southern boundary in the winter, 
eats of what re mains. On two oeca- and at their northern limits in the 
siciiis, when we arrived at a camp late summer. They are frequently obliged 
at night, and halting beforc*a tent, to j^itch their tents at six or eight 
found the owner, with his wiTe and hours’ distance from the wells, and 
children, just retired to rest, having then it is that their camels are of 
arranged their carpets, &c. for the incalculable utility to them. 'Their 
night, it was astonishing to sec the btdiuviour to us* was the same as 
good humour with which they all arose towards each other ; and 1 suspect 
again and kindled a fire, the wife at that their character for robbing and 
once beginning to knead the dough and pilfering arises from the conduct of 
prepare our supper, our Arab guides some few of the worst part of the 
making no apologies, but taking it all community, who infest the high-roads, 
as a matter of course. Surely this was rather than from any dishonesty in 
a striking instance of Arab hospitality, the generality of these people. The 
It was a pleasing sight to sec them dread which the Turks have of the 
bring in their flocks at night : the sheep Arabs appeared to ua quite unaccount- 
always slept close to the tents of their able, as during tho whole of our stay 
owners ; several Arabs, together with among them we did not see more than 

niatclilockpuns, and 

vfi. 4. I about eiglitceii spears. Aarsali was 
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imprisoned in Damascus a short time 
for some tricks he had been playing 
there. The pasha wished to cut off 
his head, but a strong remonstrance 
from the merchants of Aleppo and 
Bagdad, setting forth the disastrous 
consequences Avhich would attend the 
execution of tliis man, by rousing the 
vengeance of the Arabs, procured his 
release ; and, instead of losing his head, 
he was dismissed with a present of a 
robe and some backsheeisli. 

Requiring a little rest on our return 
from Tadmor, we remained at Dorns 
till the 7th February, on which day 
we set out and travelled for about 
seven hours, passing over rich plains, 
and rounding the point of a mountain 
which we took to be the end of Anti- 
Lebanon. The next day we pro- 
ceeded for nine hours through a moun- 
tainous country. On the 9th, after 
journeying for seven hours, we stopped 
at a khan in a plain, around whicli the 
mountains were barren, uninteresting, 
and partly covered with snow. 

Febrnary 10. — Leaving this place 
we again entered a hilly country, when, 
on arriving at the brow of a descent, 
the extensive and beautiful plain of 
Damascus opened on our view, with 
the town surrounded by woods, amidst 
which were several villages. The land 
w'a.s highly cultivated ; to the eastward 
the plain extends as far as the eye can 
reach ; in other directions it is bounded 
by hills, Lebanon rising conspicu<»us 
above them all. In about two hours 
ve reached the plain, and in five more 
arrived at the convent of the Terra 
Sancta in Damascus. For the last three 
hours of our jf*iirney, the road was 
extremely beautiful, pa-ssing through , 
rich olive groves, and gardens inclosed I 
by walla of sun-burnt brick, and sur- 
rounded and irrigated by streams of 


I water, partly natural and partly con- 
ducted by art. 

February 17. — Not having slept on 
a bed, or with our clotlies off, since we 
left Aleppo, thirty-tiight days ago, w'e 
now fully appreciated the luxury of 
good beds. Our time since the "lOth 
has been occupied in writing letters, 
and in visiting different parts of the 
town, such as the place of the Vi.sioii 
of St. Paul outside the eastern gate ; 
the place wliere he was let down the 
w’all in a basket ; the house of Ananias ; 
the street called Straight, &e., alluded 
to in tlic Acts of the ApostJ.s. The 
Turkish name for Damascus is Sluim, 
or Shein, and tho friars of the convent 
think it was originally founded by 
Shem, the son of Noah ; the earliest 
information we have of this place is in 
the time of Abraham.* 

Wc purpose proceeding to the Holy 
Land in a few days by Panias, near to 
which place is the source of the Jordan ; 
thence crossing the bridge of Jacob, 
we shall go to Nazareth, Tiberias, 
Nablous, Jericho, and Jerusalem. In 
consequence of a letter from Mr. 
Barker, we have received great assist- 
ance from Monsieur Chaboccau, physi- 
cian to the pasha of this place, and 
through his good offices have got 
another firman for the pashalic, and a 
letter to the governor of Jerusalem, 
from whom we hope to get guides to 
conduct us to Mount Sinai. VN’Iiether 
wc succeed or not in getting to Mount 
Sinai, we shall return by Jerusalem to 
Acre, and' then t inbark for Cyprus, 
whence wo shall proceed to the coast 
of Asia Minor, beginning by Tarsus, 
which will conduct us to Smyrna, 
the site of Troy, and finally to Cou- 
etantinople, 

* Ger.esis xiv. 15 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Departure from Damascus — Source of the .Iordan — Siiig^ar Lake — Panias — Abundance of 
liame— Safot — Its elevated sitJiation — Vermin — Tiberias — Ancient Baths — Lake of Tibe- 
rias— Oiu Keis — Huins around Tiberias — Bysan— Its Theatre and other Buins — Ford 
of the .Jordan — The Valley of Adjeloun — Tlie Callah-el-Hubbat—Souf— Remarkable 
Ruins at Djenish — Agreement with the Benesuckher Arabs to escort us to Kerek — Fproar 
at Katty — Description of Djerash — Troubles with our Escort — Szalt— l)isturbance at 
quitting Szalt— Escape from the Arabs— Difficulty in fording the Jordan— NaMous— 
Jeriisalum— Visit of the Pilgrims to the Jordan — Future Route — Adventure at the 
“ Tombs of the Kings.’* 


On the 23 cl Feb. wo quitted Damas- 
cus, aud passing over a slight eminence 
entered a plain, through which runs a 
fine stream, l)ut being destitute of 
wood, it has less beauty than the couii- 
ti 7 around Damascus, though the soil 
is l ich. About four in the afternoon, 
we stopped at the khan of the village 
of Susa. Hitherto we had followed 
the road from Damascus to Jacob’s j 
Dridge, at that part of the Jordan 
whicli lies between the lakes Houle 
and Tiberias. 

February 24 We passed to the 

westward for Panias. The first part | 
of tlie road led through a fine plain, I 
watered by a pretty, winding rivulet, j 
with numerous tributary streams, and 
many old ruined mills ; we then began 
to ascend over very rugged and rocky 
ground, quite void of vegetation ; in 
some places there w’ere traces of an 
ancient paved way, probably the Roman 
road leading from Damascus to Cmsa- 
rea Philippi ; as we ascended we bad 
the highest part of Djebail* Slieikh 
(Anti- Lebanon), on our right; we 
found the snow, occasionally, of con- 
siderable depth, and it was with dif- I 
fieulty we got our horses through it. | 
The road now became gradually less 
stony, and wc saw flocks of goats 
hrowsing on a rich herbage, in places 
from which the stones had been cleared 
a way and piled up in great heaps. The 
shrubs gradually increased in number, 
size, and blauty, aud we presently de- 
scended into a very rich little plain 
immediate W at the foot of Djebail 
Sheikh. There is a conspicuous tomb 
in this valley, and a rivulet, which 
appears to take its source at the foot 
of the mountains, passes along the 


western side of the plain in a southerly 
direction, its course then turns more 
to tlie westward, and ru.shing in a very 
picturesque manner, through a deep 
chasm, overhung by shrubs of various 
descriptions, joins the Jordan at 
Panias ; it is marked in Arrow- 
smith’s chart as the real source of the 
Jordan, but the fountains at Panias, 
which are by far the most co])ious, 
though not the most distant from the 
Dead Sea, where the river terminates, 
are generally considered to be the 
source ; an opinion in which both of 
us agree. From this plain we ascend- 
ed up the southern side of Djebail 
Sheikh, and after passing a very small 
village about one o’clock, we sa>v on 
I our left, close to us, a very picturesque 
I lake, of little more than a mile in eir- 
i cumference, apparently perfectly cir- 
cular, and surrounded by sloping hills 
richly wooded. The singularity of this 
lake is, that it has no apparent supply 
or discharge; its waters appeared per- 
fectly still, though clear and limpid ; 
j a great many wild-fowd were swimming 
in it. This lake has been remarked 
only by Burckhardt and Seetzen, other 
travellers who haVe gone from Damas- 
cus to Panias having taken the route 
by Riischia and Hasbeya ; Arrow- 
smith’s map notices it by the name of 
the Ihrket-el Ram, on the authority of 
I Seetzen. Josephus mentions it under 
the name of “ Phiala ” (a cup), in 
allusion to its shape. It was supposed 
by the ancients to be the real source 
of the Jordan ; Josephus states, that 
they threw straw into the lake, which 
came out at the apparent source 
at Panias. A short distance from 
Phiala, we crossed a stream which 
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discharges itself into the larger one 
which we first met with; the latter we 
followed for a consider«able distiiiice, 
and then mounting up the hill to the 
S. W. saw the town of Panias, the 
groat Saracenic castle near it, the 
plain of the Jordan as far as the lake 
Houle, and the mountains on the other 
side of the plain, forming altogether a 
fine coup d'wil. As we descended to- 
wards Panias the country became ex- 
tremely beautiful ; great quantities of 
wild flowers, and a variety of shrubs 
just budding, combined with the rich 
verdure of the grass, corn, and beans, 
showed us all at once the beauties of 
spring, and conducted us into a climate 
<iuite different from that of Damascus, 
or of the country which we had passed 
through since we left that city. About 
5 p. M. we entered Panias, crossing a 
causeway constructed over the rivulet, 
which as before stated flows from the 
foot of Djebail Gheikh. The river here 
rushes over tho rocks in a very pic- 
turesque manner, its banks are covered 
with shrubs, and there are the ruins 
of ancient walls, bu^ whether Saracenic 
or not I cannot say. The present town 
of Panias is small, tlie ground it stands 
on is of a triangular form, inclosed by 
the Jordan on one side, the rivulet on 
the other, and tho mountain at the 
back. The situation being thus com- 
pressed, it is evident that the ancient 
I^anias, afterwards Coesarea Philippi, 
could not have been of great extent. 
Josephus, in his Jewish Antiquities,” 
mentions a temple built by Herod, but 
we could discover no trace of it. The 
apparent source of the Jordan is in a 
cave at the foot of a precipice, in the 
sides of w'hich are several niches with 
Greek inscriptions. 

The neighbourhood of Panias is very 
beautiful, richly wooded, and abounds 
in game; we devoted apart of themorn- 
ing of the25thto8liooting,but had poor 
sport, though we saw plenty of par- 
tridges, wild ducks, snipe, &c. Having 
been difiected to follow the Jord.j-i to the 
lake Houle, we left Panias at 1 1 o’clock, 
and took that, route. The beautifully 
wooded country did not continue for 
more than two miles, and we then 
entered into open rich plains. We 


found the ground very marshy: after 
wandering about to find fords over the 
numerous streams which w'atcr tin 
plain, we crossed the Jordan itself ; 
but the country on the other side was 
as full of marshes and sweamps as tliat 
we hud left, and in several places we 
nearly lost the horses ; at last wo suc- 
ceeded in reaching the road to Safot, 
w'hich runs at the foot of the hills on 
the other side of the plain, and to have 
reached which, we ought, in tho first 
instance, to have passed round tho 
north end of the valley. In conse- 
quence of the loss of .time in these 
bogs, we got no further on onr jour- 
ney this evening than a village by the 
side of a hill, near the N. W. end of 
lake Iloule ; tho banks of wliich arc 
low, the hills not approaching it in 
any part. 

February 26. — We ascended from 
this point to Safot. The plain which 
we had quitted w.as literally covered 
with wihl geese, ducks, \vidg»?()n, 
snipe, and water-fowl of every descrip- 
tion. There is a vill.igc at the foot of 
tho steep ascent to Satbt, in which are 
a few Homan ruins. As we ascended, 
the lakes of Houle and Tiberias opened 
to us with much grandeur, and part of 
the plain of the Jordan being also 
visible, added to the beauty of the 
scene. The country in the mountuins 
is, for the most part, cultivated. Safot 
is beautifully situated ; the castle 
stands by itself on a small bill, at the 
fiiot of which is the town, which looks 
like font’ distinct villages. Tho ap- 
proach is very fine, and tho country 
abounds in olives, vines, and almond 
trees, which are now in blossom. TTio 
lake of Tiberias is visible from some 
parts of Safot, which, from its elevated 
situation, Maundrell thinks is the city 
alluded to by our Saviour.* I ts ancient 
name appears in Arrowsmith’s map as 
Japhet. We were detained here by 
rainy weather, until the afternoon of 
the 28th, when we started fSr Tiberias, 
but only reached an old ruined khan, 
about two miles to the north of the 
village of Madjdala by tho lake’s side. 
Here we wero dreadfully bitten by a 

• “A city tlmt is sot on a liill cannot be 
hid.” Matt. v.l4. 
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specioH of vermin, wliieli attucks both | cunstriiet tlio road where it was very 
men and camels in this country ; it was ‘ rocky, than in most parts of Syria 
red, and soft like a nia^njot. In the which we liad visited. The modern 
morning we found ourselves studded town of Tiberias is very small ; it 
all over witli deep crimson spots, from stands clo.se to the lake of Geiinesaret, 
which it wouhl appear that there is and is Availed round witli towers equi- 
much venom in the bite of this dis- distant from each other. At the 
gusting animal. A traveller in these northern extremity are the remains of 
countri(‘s, liowcver much the tliought the ancient town, which arc di.stin- 
niay sliock liim at first, must make up guisliable by walls and (dher ruined 
liis mind to be constantly covered with buildings, as Avidl as by fragments of 
lice and fleas ; we kill every day from columns, some of which are of beanti- 
teii to twenty of these gentry, which ful red granite. South of the town 
arc always to be fou ml on every mat are the famous hot baths of Tiberius ; 
or cushion used iu the country. These they consist of three mineral sju ings. 
nauseous visitors seldom get into the We had no thermometer, but we found 
head, but crawl about your shirt and the water too hot to admit of the hand 
clothes. Every native you see is being kept in it for more than fifty 
covered with them, and if you ask why seconds ; we endeavoured to boil an 
they have such a ])lciitifiil store, while egg in it, but without success, even 
we are comparatively so little attacked, tliough we removed the shell. Over 
they tell yon “it is the curse of God the spring is a Turkish bath close to 
on them.” The other day I cut my the lake’s aide, which is much resorted 
foot, and our Arab Soys (who has ac- to, particularly by the Jews, who have 
companied us all the way from Yaffil), also a great veneration for a llomau 
and is a very cleanly i)(*rsoii, washing sepulchre, excavated in the cliff* near 
himself constantly, tore off a siiial' the spot, which they say is the “ Tomb 
piece of the sleeve of hl.s shirt to apply of Jacob.” Beyond the baths a w all 
to the w’oiind ; the j)iece was about | runs frimi tlic lake to the mountain’s 
three ii.ches long, by two wide, and I side, which rather perplexed ns wlioi 
before using it, I killed on it tliree lice I we were taking the measurement of 
and two fleas !. This will speak more the ancient walls of Tiberias ; but we 
strongly iliaii all J can say on tliesub- are now convinced that the walls of 
ject. lings are also very pkmtiful ; the town tlUl not extend so far to tho 
ill Egypt our rooms were full of them, south, ami that this wall was part 
March — The greater part of our of the fortifications of Vespasian’s 
road this day w'as a descent, passing camp ; indeed, Josephus places tho 
through a beautiful and w'ild country camp in tliis position. The lake of 
covered with slirubs of vanions dc- Tiberias is a fine sheet of water, but 
scriptions, and occasionally crossing the land about it has no striking fea- 
valleys and rivulets. About four miles tures, and the scenery is altogether 
from Safot there is a picturesque cliff, <lovoid of beauty ; but it is interesting 
the sides of which are perforated with from the frocfuent allusions to it in the 
a great number of caves, at present Go.spels. We were lodged, as Frank 
inhabited by goatherds ; w'e supposed travellers usually are. in tlie small 
lliom to bo ancient se])ulchres, as in- catholic church, which is under the 
deed did other travellers w'ho, from charge of an Arab priest ; this they 
their ruined appearance, have not tell you was the house of St. Peter ; 
thought them w'orthy of examination ; but after w e had been there a few days, 
but Mr. Bankes, who leaves nothing w'c observed that one of the stones of 
unexp'lored, inspected them, and pro- the building had jiart of an Arabic 
nounces them to bo only natural cavi- inscription upon it, inverted, which 
ties. About eight o’clock we reached proves it to be of much more modern 
Tiberias, having travelled for two origin; Dr. Clarke, however, seems 
hours along the side of tho lake. More to believe the assertion of the natives, 
paiiib appear to have been taken to J W^e found the churcli so full of fleas, 
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that we [)referi*ed a small ojnm court 
in front of it for our lodf^ing. The 
natives have a saying, that “ the king 
of the fleas has his court in Tabaria.” 
We Iiere lived on fisli, which is most 
excellent ; there is not much variety, 
hut the best sort, and it is the most 
common, is a species of bream, equal 
to the finest perch. It is remarkable 
that there is not, at present, a single 
boat of any description on the lake ; 
the fish are caught by the casting-net 
from the beach, a method which must 
yield a very small quantity compared 
to wliat would be obtained with boats. 
I imagine this to be the reason why 
fish is so dear, being sold at the same 
price per pound as meat. It was on 
this lake that the miraculous draught 
of fishes took place.* There is a cur- 
rent throughout the whole breadth of 
the lake ; the passage of the Jordan 
through it is observable by the smooth- 
ness of the surface. 

March 2. — To-day, Mr. Bankes ar- 
rived after liaving made a complete 
tour of the IIa</uraii, a>:d passed round 
the lake of Tiberias. He proposed 
that we should join him in a journey, 
which he contemplates making beyond 
the Jordan, and round the Dead Sea 
to Jerusalem ; ho had expressed a 
wish to this effect at Aleppo, and had 
left a letter for us at Damascus to the 
same purj)ort. We have accordingly 
resolved to accompany him ; we liad 
totally abandoned all idea of making 
the tour of the Dead Sea, as a hope- 
less undertaking, notwithstanding we 
had our poor fruuid Burckhardt’s notes 
to aid and assist ns ; Mr. Bankes was, 
however, resolved to make the attempt 
alone if we could not have joined him. 
While he made a short visit to Safot, 
which he had not yet seen, w'e deter- 
mined to inspect Om Keis (the ancient i 
Gadara), in the country of the Gada- j 
renes. ' 

March 4. — We quitted Tiberias at 
eleven, and following the sho^'e of the 
lake till we came to the site of the 
ancient Tarichea ; forded the Jordan 
close to the ruins of a Roman bridge, 
a few hundred yards from the end of 


the lake ; thence we passed l)y the vil- 
lage of Semmack (the Arabic for fish) 
at the south end of the lake, and turn- 
ing to the southward, in about half an 
hour crossed the river Yarniack or 
Hieromax, a very pretty stream, tri- 
butary to the Jordan. There is here 
a small ancient town, but it contains 
nothing of interest ; the map marks it 
‘^Amatha.’* From this point we as- 
cended the mountains by a very steep 
road, and before sunset arrived at 
Om Keis. The natives inhabit the 
ancient sepulchres. We were very 
kindly received by the sheikh. The 
tomb in which w'e lodged was capable 
of containing between twenty and 
thirty people ; it was of an oblong 
form, and the calUe, «S:c., occupied one 
end, while the j)roj)rietor and his 
family lived in the other. The walls 
of the ancient Gadara are easily ilis- 
cerniblc ; within tluon the pavement 
of the city is still very perfect ; and 
the traces of the chariot wheels are 
visible on the .stones. We found the 
remains of a row of columns which 
I lined the main street on cither side ; 

I two theatres, in tolerable preservation, 
arc within the w’alls ; and without, 
to tlio northward, is tlie Necropolis ; 
the sepulchres, whicU are all under 
ground, are hcwoi out of the rock ; the 
doors are very mas.sive, being cut out 
of immense blocks of stone ; some <4* 
these are now .standing, and actually 
turn on their hinges. The hitige is 
nothing but a part of the stone left 
projectnig at each end, and let into a 
socket cut in the rock ; the face of the 
doors are cut in the sha])e of panels. 
From this place wo had a fine view' of 
the lake of Tiberias. 

March 5. — In the morning we de- 
scended to the N. E. into the plain of 
tho Yarmack, to visit the thermal 
springs there ; they are not so hot as 
those of Tiberias. One of them is 
inclosed by palm-trees, in a very pic- 
turesque manner ; it is of great depth, 
and its surface is covered with a spe- 
cies of red moss, somewhat resembling 
sponge before it has been purified : 
this tho natives told us they apply to 
their camels when suffering under cer- 
tain cutaneous disorders. Here are 


* Luke, v. 4—9. 



SYRIA. 


91 


CHAP. VI. 


the ruins of a Roman bath. We found 
several sick persons at these springs 
who had come to use the waters. bVom 
this point we followed the Yarmack 
until we came near the place where we 
had crossed it the preceding evening, 
and returned by dusk to Tiberias. 
]\lr. Bankes having rejoined us, w'e 
employed ourselves from the 6th to 
the loth in measuring the circuit of 
the ancient city, am’ in making re- 
scarclies in the neighbourhood. Mr. 
Bankes had discovered a curious an- 
cient fortification, situated to the west 
of Magdala. On the north side of the 
entrance of a ravine there is a high 
perpendicular cliff* which, from its pro- 
jecting situation and steep sides, forms 
a natural barrier on two sides of a 
triangle, the other side being defended 
by a wall of rough masonry, with nu- 
merous projecting turrets. Mr. BankeS 
made a [dan of it ; wo were two days 
in taking the measiiroments. The na- 
tives call it Callah-el-llainmam, (Castle 
of the Pigeons,) but wc are not aware 
tliat any ancient authors mention it, or 
give a elue to its origin. It in ay pos- 
sibly bo the ancient “Jotapata” whore 
Josephus was taken, and which he 
states to have been demolished by 
Vespasian. It is certainly of very 
ancient date — prior, Mr. Bankes thinks, 
to the time of the Homans. The vil- 
lage of Erbed, in which there are a 
few Roman ruius, stands in a plain at 
the foot of the Mount Beatitude, on 
the opposite side of the ravine. There 
are some curious old convene in the 
side of the cliff, on the left in going 
from the village of Majdil (the ancient 
Alagdala) to the Callaii-el-Hainmam. 
These convents are very singularly 
constructed, being excavated several 
stories high in the perpendicular cliff, 
witli galleries, &c. About two miles 
south of Majdil are the ruins of six 
Roman baths ; the springs are mineral, 
but only of a luke-vvarm temperature. 
The baths are circular, from 15 ft. to 
20 ft. in diameter, inclosed with a wall 
about 12 ft, high within, and G ft. with- 
out ; at present there is no apparent 
means of ingress or egress. Their 
position is very picturesque, being 
close to the lake, and overgrown with 


shrubs, weeds, and wild flowers ; the 
water is perfectly clear, and about 6 ft. 
or 7 ft. deep, with pebbles at the bot- 
tom ; there are also fish sporting 
about in them ; the spring discharges 
itself into the lake, subterraneously, 
through the wall. We swam to the 
Scorpion rock mentioned by Josephus, 
but saw no scorpions on it. 

March 10. — In the forenoon we left 
Tiberias, and observed, in following 
the borders of the lake, one of the 
circular towers, with part of the wall 
of tlie ancient town on that side. Wo 
left the hot baths about noon. Drawing 
towards the southern extremity of the 
lake, we saw, on our right, at the foot 
of the hills, an extensive aqueduct ; at 
the entrance are traces of the walls of 
Tarichea, which appears to have been 
situated on two eminences, one on the 
right of our road, and the other bor- 
dering on the lower end of the lake, by 
the Jordan; this latter appears to have 
been artificially surrounded by water 
on the other sides. The Jordan winds 
I extremely here, but has little current. 

I The ruins of the Roman bridge which 
j we saw in going to Om Keis, liad ten 
' arches : from this point the road con- 
tinues through rather a naked country, 
with occasional views of the river. 
About 3 o’clock we came to a kban 
near a bridge ; and, an hour’s ride 
beyond this, we observed, by the road- 
side, a Roman milc-stone, but there 
were only two or tliroe letters distinctly 
visible on it. Farther on, the p.ave- 
nient of tlie ancient road is perceiv- 
able, and about two miles from Bysan 
we saw a sarcophagus, on the brow of 
a slight eniiueiice on the right of the 
road ; here we ci^ossed a small stream, 
and ascended to Bysan about dusk. 
During the latter part of this day’s 
journey we remarked a great number 
of Arab camps. Bysan is supposed to 
be the Bethshan of Scripture, after- 
wards called Scythopolis, the largest 
city of the Decapolis, and the only one 
that side of the Jordan. It was to the 
wall of Bethshan that the body of Saul 
was fastened after he was slain.* 
March 11. — This day we employe* 

* 1 Sam. xxxi. 10. 
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ourselves in inspecting the ruins. The 
most interesting is the tlioatre, tin' 
walls of which can be distinctly tract‘d, 
although every i):irt of it is completely 
filled with weeds. It measures across 
tlie front about 180 ft., and is remark- 
able as having those oval recesses half 
way up the theatre, mentioned by 
Vitruvius as being constructed to c«)n- 
laiii the brass sounding tubes. We 
J)ad never seen these in any otlier 
ancient theatre, and we were, at the 
time, quite at a loss to conjecture to 
what use they were ap\)lied. There 
are seven of these cells, and Vitruvius 
i\miitions, that even in his day very 
low theatres had them. We were very 
careful to take a correct i)lau of this 
tlicatre, attending to every iniimte 
particular. | 

We found twenty-four .sculls and j 
numerous bones in one of the most 
conceahid vomitories ; in one of tin? 
sculls a viper was basking, with liis 
body twisted through the sockets of 
the eyes, presenting a good subject for 
a moralist. At tliis place the tombs 
lie to tlio N. E. of the Acropolis, with- 
f>ut the walls ; the sarcophagi remain 
in some of them ; we here found niches 
of a triangular shai)o, for the lamps ; 
some of tl'o doors wore still hanging 
on the ancient hinges of stone, and in 
remarkable j)reservation. 'J’ wo streams 
run througli the ruins of the city, 
almost insulating the Acropolis; there 
is a fine Roman bridge over the one 
to the S. W. ; beyond it may be seen 
the paved way which led to the ancient 
I’tolemais, now Acre. The plains ex- 
tend in this direction to the scji-coast, 
without auy intervening mountains. 
On the other side, a little below where 
the streams unite, the walls of the 
town cross the rivulet in a singular 
manner ; a high arch in the centre, 
with a smaller one on each end, appear 
to have formed a bridge, a!\d the wall 
of the city was continued along its edge. 
It would seem as if there b^ been a 
grating* across the centre arch ; the 
outer part of the two smaller arches 
was walled up. On the hill near this 
bridge the ruins of one of the gates of 
the city are very distinguishable, and 
amongst the remains are prostrate 


1 columns of Corinthian arehiteeture. 
'J’he Acr(){)olis is a high circular hill, 
oil the top of which are tlie traces of 
the walls which encomjiassed it. The 
peojile arc a fanatical set. 

March 12. — At eight o’clock in tlie 
morning wo left Bysan. Near the 
town are the ruins of many subterra- 
nean granaries. Taking guides from 
an Arab camp to show us tin* proper 
place for fording the Jordan, we 
reached its banks in one hour and 
twenty minutes. They are very pret- 
tily wooded, although the more dis- 
tant parts of the ]>lains are quit ; desti- 
tute of trees. Near the ford, about 
half a mile to the south, is u tomb 
called “ Slieikli Daoiid,” standing on a 
round hill resembling a barrow. The 
stream of the Jordan is here much 
swifter than in the part near the lake 
of Tiberias. The water at the ford 
reached above the bellies of the horses. 
The breadth of the river we found to 
be 110 feet. We bathed licrc. From 
the Jordan w'e turned to the right of 
the path to see Tabatluit Fnlikil, 
which we reached in about luilf an 
hour. Here the ruins of a modern 
village stand on a hill, bearing E.S.E. 
from the Acroi)olis of Bysan ; and in 
a plain to the west of it are the ruins 
of a square building, with a semicir- 
cular end, wliicli appears to have been 
surrounded by columns. On the east 
and south sides of the hill are coiisi- 
denible ruins of some ancient city 
which must have been of great extent. 
The siUaation is beautiful, being on 
the side of a ravine, witli a jiictu- 
resque stream running at the bottom. 
As this place appears to be as ancient 
as Scythopolis, and full two-thirds of 
its size, it seems unaceoimtable that 
liistory sliould not mention a town so 
near “ the principal city of the Deciu 
polis” as this is. We searched for 
inscriptions, but in vain. The ruins 
of a fine temple are situated near the 
w'ater-side, and amongst the columns 
are found the three orders of archi- 
tecture, Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian. 
The river passing to the south falls into 
the Jordan, Crossing the rivulet, and 
following a path to tlio southward, wo 
entered a small plain very thickly 
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covered with herbage, particularly the 
mustard plant, which reacljod .as hi/'h 
as our hors(*s’ heads. To the east- 
ward we observed several excavations 
iu the side of the hills. These are 
probably the Necropolis, for there are 
several tombs in this direction, resein- 
blinji; those at Jiysaii and (.hii Keis. 
I'indin^ no path, we re-crossed the 
rivulet, and proceoding to the north 
rejoined the track from the Jordan, 
which we ha<l ori^dnally quitted to visit 
4'abatliat Fahkil ; from this point we 
began to ascend, ])assing occasionally 
over hill and vale, well wooded, the 
country gradually increasing in beauty. 
On our left we saw tVie spot where 
Flijah was fed by the ravens.* There 
are many villages in this direction. 

March 13. — We slej)t at Ilallawye. 
In the morning we continued our 
route, and passed through some most 
beautiful woodland scenery, with the 
gall oak, wild olive, arbutus, &c. &c., 
in great luxuriance, and a variety of 
wild flowers, eueh as the eyclamcn, 
crimson anemone, &e,, on a rich soil. 
We arrived, in three hours, at a village 
called Cafringec, situatc‘d at the soutli- 
ern extremity of the valley of Ad- 
jeloun.f There arc sufiicient frag- 
ments amongst the rubbish and build- 
ings of Cafringec to show that there 
was once a Iloinaii town or some large 
edifice on the spot. We remained 
here about an hour, and then sending 
our baggage forward to the village of 
Adjelouii, proceeded, in company with 
the principal sheikh of the nc^hboiir- 
hoo<i, to the Callah-el-Rubbat, which 
is situated, to the N.N.W., on an emi- 
nence, at an hour’s distance. About 
half way up the liill we w ere .showm a 
great c.ave, the most extensive one we 
had seen in Syria; this is, probably, 
the ‘‘ cave of Makkcdah,” in which 
the five kings were discovered, and 
afterwards buried. J The Callah-cl- 
Kubbat commands, by its elevated 

* “ And the mvens brought him bread and 
flesh in tlie morning, and bread and flesh in 
tile evening; and ho drunk of the brook.** 
1 Kings, xvii. fl. 

t “Sun, stand thou still upon Giheon: 
and thou moon in the valley of Ajalou.” 
Joshua, T. 12. 

t Joshua, X. 17 — 27. 


situation, a most extensive view of the 
plain of the Jordan, the lakes Aspbaltes 
and Tiberias, and a vast tract <J 
country in every direction. Indeed, 
for several days we bad this castle 
constantly in view from every quarter. 
Unfortunately, tlie wealflier was too 
hazy to admit of our profiting mncli 
by our lofty situation. We fully 
examined every part of the castle ; it 
is entirely of Turkish architecture, 
and has an Arabic inscription in one 
of tlie centre stones. The building is 
constructed out of the rock, ^^llich has 
been excavated to form the moat 
round it ; there are some tanks near 
the castle. 

On descending to the vill.nge of 
Adjeloun, we found, in the court of an 
old mos((ue, alioinan mile-stone, and in 
the building itself, several fragments of 
Roman sculpture. The next day, half .an 
hour after quitting Adjeloun, we passed 
through the village of Kugeu ; here 
are some Roman tombs, and two sar- 
cophagi cut in tlie rock. From Eugen 
the road led through a narrow and 
picturesque valley with a fine view of 
the Callah-cl-Rnbbat behind us. This 
v.ale opened into a plain, whence the 
road jiasses through a wooily, uneven 
country, extremely beautiful. We 
here observed several arbutus of great 
beauty and unusual dimensions ; the 
trunk of one was about fi ft. in cir- 
ciiniferenco. In some instances the 
Valor.ia oak and arbutus andracline 
were growing grafted together, pro- 
bably from the acorn or berry of the 
one having dropped into some crack, 
in the stem of the other, and there 
taken root. 'Jdio Roman road is dis- 
cernible as you tidvance into a plain 
near Souf. We saw, likewise, three 
Roman mile-stones near to each other. 
Souf is a small village, situateil on the 
side of a hill, about two lionrs and a 
half from Ad jeloun ; in the vale below 
it is the source of a stream which runs 
through the valley. At the fountain 
is an imperfect Greek inscription, and 
in the ruins of a church in the village 
are a mile-stone, and an altar having 
a Greek inscription. At 3 p.m. we 
went w'ith three armed natives of Sonf 
to Djerasb. We took the shortest 
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road over the hills; and after ttikin^ a 
genei*al view of the ruins, returned to 
Souf by a valley lying to the N.E. 
This latter road is very beautifully 
wooded, and runs by the side of a 
picturesque stream, the banks of which 
are covered with the oleander. V.'c 
fouud the natives of Souf a rude set, 
constantly annoying us with stories 
about dytchmaan, or enemies, alluding 
to the Salhaan Arabs, who are en- 
camped near i)j crash ; this was evi- 
dently done with a view to induce us 
to have a strong escort every time we 
went to Djerasli ; for which service 
they asked two piastres per man each 
trip. In consequence of all this, when 
we went again, on the 15th, to Djerash, 
we took with us the sheikh and ten of 
his people. We took meiisuros of one 
of the tem})les; our escort annoying us 
all the time with absurd remarks on 
tlie importance of their protecting us 
against the Arabs, During the day 
two of these said Arabs arrived on 
horseback, armed with pikes ; but | 
they were very <iuict. We returned to 
Souf rather early in the afternoon. | 
March 1 G. — 1 1 rained hard, ami the ; 
natives of Souf refused to attend us any 
more to Djerash, going over again the 
old story of their terror of the dyteh- 
maaii. in the afternoon Mr. Rankes’ 
interpreter, and the soldier who at- 
tended him as a guard, arrived with a 
young prince of the Reiiesuekher Arabs, 
named Ebyii Fayes, and ten of In's 
tribe. The prince was attended by 
his mace-bearer; the mace was of iron, 
hollow, and about two feet long. All 
the party were well mounted and 
armed, and as they galloped down the 
hill, firing tlieir pistols and inanoeiiv- 
ring with their spears, they formed a 
curious and intere.stiiig sight. Mr. 
Rankes had dispatched the interpreter 
and soldier from Adjeloun to the Rcne- 
suckhcr camp, to obtain a guard to 
conduct us to tlie several places wliicli 
wo wished to visit, lying east of the 
Jordan and Dead Sea ; ho hdd a list 
of the places wliich Rurckliardt had 
visited, and a note of his route by 
Kerch and Wady Mousa, and intended 
to pass from the latter to the south 
end of tho Dead Sea, and by ilebroii 
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to Jerusalem. The interpreter, how- 
ever, could only make a bargain with 
these j)eo])I(? to esct)rt us as far as 
Kerck, as they said tliey were at war 
with the tribes beyond that ])Iace, and 
could go no further. As the places 
beyond Korek were tho most beset 
with diflicultios, there seemed to be 
little hope of performing the whole of 
the journey under their protection ; 
we, however, kept thorn f(»r the i»re- 
seiit, lioping if we readied Kerek with 
them, to pursue our journey by other 
means; especially as tho natives of 
Kerek are mostly Cliristians, and are 
in the habit of making their ; ilgrim- 
age to Jerusalem by the route we were 
anxious to take. Vt)lncy was told by 
the Arabs, “ that tlicro arc to the 
S. E. of the lake Asphaltos, within 
three days’ journey, upwards of 300 
ruined towns absolutely deserted ; seve- 
ral having large edifices witli columns.” 
This was the country t»f tlio Nabath- 
cans, tho most potent, says Jose(>hus, 
of tho Arabs and of tlie Llunueans, 
who, at tho time of the destruction of 
Jerusalem, were almost as luimerons 
as tile Jews. Our lamented friend, 
Sheikh Ibraliim, statt'S in his notes, 
j tliat tlirc'e days south from Kerek, in 
I the Wady Mousa, are the ruins of 
Petra, the capital of th.e ancient Arabia 
Petnea. Here, to us(‘ his own ext»reH- 
! .sion, are wonderlhlly fine tem]>les cut 
j out of the rock, and more than 200 
sejmlchres. Since tlie death of pool* 
Rurckliardt, no Enrojiean lias seen this 
place, or indeed the otliers to tin? S. E. 
of the bead Sea. Helirou is the an- 
cient Kiriath Arha, and is said to bo 
of liiglier antiquity than Memphis*, to 
see the site of such a place, isxcites no 
ordinary degree of interest. Abraun or 
Hebron, is tho place where Abraham 
died. The terms agreed on with the 
Arabs were, that they should conduct us 
safe to Kerek for 1000 piastres ; most 
unfortunately, Mr. Rankes paid tho 
wliolo of the money lieforchaiid, and 
to tJiis ill-advised step wo owe all tlio 
tricks they afterwards jilayed us. 

March 17. — Wo (quitted Souf with 
our Arab guard, and passed tho day 
in taking further measurements at 
Djerash. It was here that the Arabs 
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induced Mr. llaiike.s to j)ay all the 
money iu advance, and immediately 
commenced a regular train of irnpcj- 
aitiona and falselioods, wliicli in the 
end compelled us to leave them and to 
abandon the journey. In dealings with 
these people not a single para should 
ever be paid them in advance ; it 
should be stipulated that they are to 
receive nothin y till they have completed 
their contract. They are a cunning set, 
and behave well when they are kept 
iji check in this manner; but if paid 
anything before hand, tluiy t ontinually 
teaze you for more, and when once 
they have received the whole of the 
money th(?y consider that you are com- 
pletely in their power, and that they 
may do as they like with you ; since 
Lady Hester Stanhope spoiled the 
market, by overpay mg them when she 
went to Palmyra, few peo])le, going to 
that j)lace, have succeeded so well 
with them as we did ; and this was 
certainly owing to our persisting in 
not paying a single ])ara till their part 
of the agreement was fulfilled. In 
the evening wo reached Katty, a vil- 
lage lying in a beautiful situation, to 
the W. N. W. of Djerash, at about an 
hour’s distance. The Arabs here de- 
manded money to buy provisions for 
themselves ; wc* were obliged to give 
them ,‘U) piastres a day. 

March 1 8. — This morning we again 
went to Djerash, and measured the 
walls of the town, and the principal 
temple. Some of the Salhaan Arabs 
appearing in the distance, oi^’ Rene- 
sucklier friends galloped off to parley 
with them, and, as usual, we wore 
again teazed about the dytehinaun. We 
went this night, by the desire of our 
conductors, to a small camj) of the 
Salliaans, although they had been con- 
tinually calling them their enemies; it 
lay one hour and a half to the S. E. of 
Djerasli, On the way they tried to 
persuade ^Tr. Rankes to give a horse 
to the Salliaans ; this reipicst w'as 
made in a valley about half an hour 
<Iistant from the camp, and was pro- 
pounded in a very mysterious manner; 
oil his refusing they at first stopped, 
and said they would not go on, but 
finally conducted us to the camp, say- 


ing that they would give up one of 
their own liorses, and even went 
througli the ceremony of parading 
their firesent before tlie tent we were 
ill. We never ascertained the fact, 
but fully believe that it was a mere at- 
tempt to rob us of one of our horses. 

March 19. — We w'ent in the morning 
to examine a place called Reashy, but 
found nothing there of interest. Tho 
Rencsucklier Arabs refused to go to 
Djerash, excusing themselves by saying 
they feared the Salliaans; we were very 
anxious to finish the plan of Djerash, 
nothing having ever been published 
regarding these antiquities ; indeed, 
they were unknown to Europeans until 
Mr. Seetzen discovered them in ISOfi. 

I believe Mr. Rankes, Sir W. Chatter- 
ton, Mr. Leslie, Sheikh Ibrahim, and 
Mr. Buckingham, are tlie only Euro- 
peans who have seen them. The Arabs 
were now told that Mr. Rankes would 
give up the researches he had intended 
to make on tlie banks of the Zerka, 
and go to Djerash instead. We accord- 
ingly set out in that direction with three 
of the Arabs, the remainder proceed- 
ing with our baggage from the Salhaan 
camp to Katty. In our way we as- 
cended to Ncbi Hood, a village situated 
on the summit of a hill, S. S. E. of 
Djerash ; the village is at present de- 
serted ; we found a Greek inscription 
on an altar in the court-yard of one of 
the houses. were about to pro- 

ceed to Djerash, when one of our three 
Arabs who had advanced a little in 
front, returned to inform us that six 
Salliaans were waiting near Djerash to 
intercept us. We accordingly returned 
to join some more of the Benesuckher 
party, after having first reconnoitred 
for ourselves. We .soon met the re- 
mainder of our escort on their way to 
Katty, and therefore proceeded with 
them all, and had a parley with the six 
Salliaans, who, after some conversa- 
tion, ill which they said that “they 
wanted heads, not money,” told the 
Beiiesucklicrs that wc had their per- 
mission to remain at Djerash till the 
afternoon of this day. Their being able 
to bring only six armed men to inter- 
cept us, was no great proof of their 
force ; and our Benesuckher friends 
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n<nv joiuetl us iu laugliing at them, exliihitrd stroii*!: proofs of fear, hotli 
W oiMleavoiiriMl to iinisli our task at in words ainl actions; on our way to 
Djcraf'h this day, hut tliouijli wo wore Djorash iio told us frc(|ucntly that lh(3 
at work till dark (Irhy and mystdf Arabs would strip us of everythin^, 
ineasurij)", and Mr. Bankes drawing, and while Mr. Baukes was taking a 
copying inscriptions, (S:c.), we could not copy of an inscription near tin? north 
couiploto our work. Jn the course of gate of the city, the soldier very slowly, 
the day Mr. Bankos was robbed of his without nuiking any further observa- 
eap by an arnnni Arab, who, having tions, walked ofi’, and was never sciui 
concealed hiinsidf amongst the ruins of! by ns again. On the preceding eveii- 
tho great theatie, stole on liirn nnper- I iiig he said heliad received iiiforinatioii 
ceived, while he was drawing. VVt of some Damascus trooj)s having ar- 
jiassed the night at Kattjf ; just as we rived at a town a few hours’ distant, 
arrived a grand ((uarrel arose between and asked permission to dejiarfc in the 
the Bonesuckhers and tlie villagers; night to juocnre their protection for 
the scone of action w'as on the house us ; however, ho did not thci. go, as 
tops. It is a custom of tlic country, the villagers persuaded him to tlie crin- 
tliat for one night travellers arc pro- trary; we, of course, imagined that this 
vided w'ith provisions gratis; and tliere was his object in setting off, and, that 
is in every Turkish village a room to I liiuling the report ralK(', be bad return- 
lodge tboni in. Europeans on depart- cal to Damascus. Two spy-glasses were 
ing generally make a present to the found missing, which Air, Bankes bad 
servants, at least c(iui valent to what brought with him, for presents ; wo 
lias been consuim'd. 1 mentioned be- did not, Iiowever, snspi'ct tlie soldier 
fore, that we liad giviui the Arabs j of any roguery in this nspoct, altliough 
thirty piastres a day for their food; lie certainly took the intm'prcler’s gun, 
thesecunningfollows, however, wanted leaving bis own, which was worse, 
to force the villagers to feed them. Tin? theft, however, wo afterwards 
although they had been there before heard w’as proved against him ; the 
I the night of the 17th, and as the j Arabs denied having taken the tele- 
jioor peojdo had to feed the horses 1 sciipes. It was two o’clock in tlie 
gratis, as well as the men, it came very I afternoon before we had completed' 
Jiard on them. V/e paid tor everything I our operations at Dji’rash. It has, 
r/je got ; and we assured the villagers J been a splendid city, bii.lt on two sides 
that the Benesuckhers were provided ' of a valley, with a line stream running 
^\itll money to jiay for all i/ie// had. I through it ; the situation is beautiful. • 
This was the sul^ject-niatter of the j The town was ])rineipally comjioscd of 
<juarrel, — battle tliere was none; for ! two main streets, ci’ossing t'aeh othiT . 
although there was much apjicarance I in the ,^*entre at right aiigh's, as at 
of anger and rage, and the greatest ! Anlinoe. The streets were lined with 
noisi; and confusion imaginable, men, ' a double row of columns, some of 
women, and chiMren, bi'ing all mixed . which are Ionic and seme Corinthian, 
together pell-mell, nevertheless, every j Tlie pavement is exceedingly good, 
one was cautions avoid coming to and there is an elevateil space on each 
blows, and the affray on<le<l to tlic j side for foot passengers ; the marks of 
advantage of tlie poor natives, the 1 the cluiriot wheels are visible in many 
Benesuckhers retreating from the vil- ' parts of the streets. Dj crash, sup- 
lago. posed to be cither Pella or Cerasa, but 

March 20. — We Avent in the morn- in some respects answering to neither, 
ing to Djerash to finish our operations; can boast of more public edifices than 
a very singular circumstance I ere took any other city wc have seen. There 
place, ‘Mr. Bankes’ .soldier from Da- are two tlicatrcs, two grand temples, — 
inascus, whom he had always found one, as a])pcar8 by a Ureek inscrip- 
very useful and attached, bad within tion, dedicated to the sun, like that at 
the last two or tbreo days very nnicii Palmyra, and not unlike that edifice; 
altered his manner and conduct, and being constructed in the centre of an 
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immense double peristyle court. The 
columns of the temple .are live feet 
ill diameter, and of a proportionate 
height ; the capitals are Corinthian, 
and well executeil. One bingularity in 
this edifice is a'^luimbcr under ground, 
])elow the principal hall of the temple, 
with a bath in the centre. Five or 
six smaller temples are scattered about 
the town ; and a magnificent Ionic oval 
space, of 309 fc*et long, adds greatly to 
the beauty of the ruins. The scene of 
the larger theatre is singularly perfect ; 
tliere are two grand baths, and two 
bridges crossing the valley and river. 
Tlie temples, and both the theatres, 
are built of marble, but not of a very 
fine sort. Three hundred yards from 
the south-west gate is the circus, or 
stadium, and near it the triumphal 
arch. The cemetery surrounds the 
city, but the sarcophagi are not very 
highly finished ; upwards of two hun- 
dred and thirty columns are now 
standing in the city. To the north- 
east, about 200 yards from the walls, 
arc a very large reservoir for Avater, ' 
and a picturcsipie tomb fronted by 
four Corinthian columns ; near Avhich 
is an aqueduct. There are numerous 
inscriptions in all directions, chiefly of 
tlu! time of Antoiiiniis Pius ; most of 
tlu'in an? much mutilated. The Greek 
inscription, before alluded to, was on 
tla? propyleiim of the Temple of the 
Sun. which must have been a grand 
j)ieco of architecture. The city lias 
three entrances, with richly orna- 
niented gateways ; and the remains of 
the wall, with its occasional towers, 
arc in wonderful preservation. On the 
whole, Ave considered Djerash to be a 
iniicii tinor mass of ruins than Palmyra. 

At two o’clock in the afternoon, 
having completed our operations, Ave 
set out in a south-west direction for 
J^zalt. . In an hour and twenty minutes 
W'o ero.sscd tlie Zerka, a small stream 
Aviiiding prettily in a narrow valley ; 
there are the l-uiiis of a small building 
on the front of the hills near the ford. 
Ascending from the rivulet, Ave passed 
the sites of some small toAvns, possess- 
ing nothing of interest ; and at five in 
the evening avo arrived at a camp of 
the SalhaauSjWJierc we passed the night. 


March 21. — This morning we pro- 
ceeded, but coming to a cross-road, 
the llencsuckhcrs said they could not 
reach Szalt that day, but Avould con- 
duct us to a camp of their own ; 
although we kncAV that Szalt could be 
only a few hours distant. We posi- 
tively insisted upon their escorting us 
to Szalt, which, after raucli altercation, 
they said they would do, if we would 
give two hundred piastres to each of 
the sheikhs of Szalt, Ileshbon, and 
Kerek, and also to themselves five 
days’ advance of the thirty piastres a 
day. All this we positively refused, 
excepting the thirty for to-day ; and, 
after further discussion, the Benesuck- 
hers endeavouring by their threats to 
frighten us into a compliance with 
their demands, the dispute ended by 
our going to Szalt, accompanied by the 
prime minister (as we termed him) of 
the young prince, the chief of the party. 
The minister is a very great rogue ; 
he is not an Arab born : we thouglit 
he had much the appearance of a 
Levantine, of European extraction. 

It Avas he Avho put every bad idea 
into the minds of the prince, and the 
rest of the Arabs, who were mostly 
very young men, and not so well versed 
as himself in the art of cheating. We 
did not succeed in getting to Szalt, 
until the interpreter, and the Arab 
Seys who took care of our horses, 
frightened by the threats and gesticu- 
lations of our escort had given the 
Arabs sixty piastres, of wliich Ave told 
them they must themselves be the 
losers. The prince and his party now 
quitted us for their owui camp, as they 
said they could not enter Szalt, being 
at Avar with thov inhabitants. We 
crossed over some small hills into a 
spacious valley called Bayga, in Avhich 
are the ruins of a large square Cyclo- 
pean building, perhaps a fortress ; oii 
quitting which, avc ascended to the 
westward over some rugged rocl^, and 
thence descended into some picturesque 
valleys most beautifully AA'ooded, From 
these valleys' w'c traversed some more 
barren soil, and again descending, pass- 
ed on the left some vineyards, inclosed 
Avkli stone walls ; whence turning to the 
right, wc had the first view of Szalt, not 
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ten minutes distant from us. The castle 
is situated on the top of a hill, on the 
sides of which is the village, nearly sur- 
rounded by a valley and by high hills, 
forming a very picturesque object. The 
neighbourhood abounds in vineyards 
and olives. We found the finest riiisins 
here that we Jiad seen in Syria. The 
inhabitants of Szalt are numerous, and 
more than one-third of them are Chris- 
tians. We arrived wet through. The 
people showed us great attention, dry- 
ing our clothes before the lire. Wc 
first went to the travtdlers’ room, but 
were soon after conducted to the house 
of a Christian. The weather continued 
bad the whole of the next day, but on 
the 23rd became fairer. In conse- 
quence of the treachery of the Arabs, 
we wi.^hed to be quit of them, and, if 
possible, to get the natives of Szalt 
to conduct U3 to Kerek. The 'prime 
minister made some extravagant de- 
mands ; however, he was paid up to 
the day, and told that his services and 
those of his comrades were no longer 
wanted. He now tried all ho could to 
induce us to consent to go to their 
camp, but this would have been a very 
imprudent course to have taken. Find- 
ing that he could not, either by good 
or bad words, prevail on us to go, he 
went off in a huff, saying, tJiat his 
conii>anions would take care that we 
did not stir from Szalt until we con- 
sented to his schciiio. To show how 
little we feared these threats, we tot)k 
a walk of two hours, and returned in 
the evening. Some of the Mahoiii- 
medan natives of Szalt insulted us on 
our return. Wc wished next day to 
go to Aiiiaim, but the son of the sheikh 
of the town told us his father was gone 
to the Arabs, and that nothing could 
be done till his return. 

March 21. — This morning the 
sheikh's sou and live oUkt guards ac- 
companied us to visit some places in 
the neighbourhood. TJic first was a 
village culled Atliaii, situated two 
hours distant to the N.N.W There 
is a ruined village hero. We saw no 
remains of auti<iuity ; hut in ascending 
from it, we observed some sarcophagi 
cut out of the rock. We afterwards 
went to a place called Gilhad Gilhood, 


said by the natives to bo the birth- 
place of the propliet Elijah. Then 
here two old tombs ; one of tluun has 
been used as a Christian cha])el ; also 
some sarcophagi mt out of the rock, 
and other antique remains. We visited, 
in all, five ruined villages, wliicli serve 
at least to show that the country lying 
five or six miles to the north of Szalt, 
was once more populous than it is at 
present. Szalt has been thought to be 
the ancient Amathus, but we are more 
inclined to believe it to be Maclijerus, 
where John the llaptist was beheaded. 
The country in general is extremely 
beautiful and woody. On our •eturii 
to the town we fouud a black messen- 
ger from the Benesuckher prince, 
inviting us to go to his camp and 
adjust our differences ; hut we had 
Ictermined, if the natives (»f Szalt 
refused to conduct us to Kerek, to 
ecross the Jordan on the following 
day, and proceed to Jerusalem, wIku’o 
could adopt other imasures for 
carrying our plans into e^xecution. 

JMarch 29. — In the im)niini;, at nine 
o’clock, we quitted Szalt, in the middle 
of a great dispute amongst the natives, 
vhether they should or should not 
deliver us up to the Arabs. The tops 
of all the houses were covered with 
womc]i and children to see the result 
of the fray. On (luittii-g the Inmst*, 
our interpreter was missing, and after 
some delay, we found him concealed 
behind the door, crying bitterly. The 
first ])ersou wc met was the prime 
minister, whom we had not seen since 
the 23fd. lie was in company with 
the black, and another Beiiesucklier 
Arab ; and mounting tlieir horses 
they immediately j*)ine(l us, and endea- 
voured all ill their power to persuade 
us to go the wrong road ; in which 
they wore joined by all the 'furkisli 
natives of the jilacc', who kejit bawling 
to ns that wo wm-o j:<»ing wrong. For- 
tunately, when w'alking out one day, 
we had niado inquiries, and liad dis- 
covered the right mail to Jerusa- 
lem; which, iiisj)ite of all their reinoii- 
stranceSjWe accordingly took. Tlieplaii 
of the prime minister was, doubtless, to 
lead us to the Aralis* camp, and thera 
delaiu n't until they hud got what they 



SYRIA. 


CHAP. VI.] 


no 


wanted. Ah we ascended the liill, fol- 
lowed by tlie Arabs, we soon got a 
view of the Dead Sea, the neighbour- 
hood of Jericho, and the plain of tlie 
Jordan. We had given out that our 
intention was to pass through Jericho 
on our way to Jerusalem ; but having 
deviated from tiio riglit patli shortly 
after we began to <Iescend, w'e thought 
of passing on to Hysan. One of the 
Arabs quitttMl us on the brow of the 
hill ; and when they saw that wo had 
ceased to keep the road to Jericho, 
the black man went also. Doth dc- 
j)arted, no doubt, to give information 
to the prince and his party of the track 
we had taken. A little after mid-day, 
when we had nearly descended to the 
plain, to the minister’s surprise and 
vexation, we turned short off to the 
ford of the Jordan, whieli we saw in 
the distance, and quitted him, notwith- 
standing his numerous remonstrances. 
lnd(!od had we continued long in the 
track we were going, we should soon 
have been ;unongst some of the Beiie- 
Huckher eami)s, as we had shortly be- 
fore passed five or six small camps, 
but of what tribe we did not know'. 
We now pushed straight for the 
Jordan, and reached its banks about 
two o’clock. the foot of the moun- 
tains w'c observed some singular, and 
certainly very ancient tombs, com- 
posed of great rough stones, resem- 
bling what is called “ Kill’s Cotty 
House,” in Kent. They were built of 
two long stoiu's, for sides, with one at 
each end, and a small door Mi front, 
mostly facing to the north. This door 
w as cut ill the stone. All were of rough 
stones apj)arently not hew'ii, but found 
in huge Hakes, sueh ns are still seen 
about the spot : over the whole w'as 
laid an immense flat piece projecting 
both at the sides and ends. What 
rendered these tombs more remarkable 
W'as, that the interior was not long 
enough for a corpse, being only 5 ft. ; 
both tho front and l)ack .stones being 
considerably within the ends of the 
feide ones. There \Yorc about twenty- 
seven of these tombs, very irregularly 
situated. Tho plain, about lialf w'jiy 
from tho foot of the inoiintaiiis, is tole- 
rably level, but barren ; it then be- ] 


comes very rugged, consisting of bills, 
vales, and deep chasms, in a dry salt- 
ish soil, of a very white appearance. 
This continues to within a quarter of 
a mile of the river’s bank; whence the 
rc.st is a rich, flat plain to the margin 
of the river, which is at the bottom of 
a deep ravine, beautifully w ooded, and 
so overgrown, that the stream is not 
seen till you are close to it. The Cal- 
lali-cl-Rubbat bore N.E. lialf N. from 
tlie ford. Hereabouts it would be 
interesting to search for the twelvti 
stones erected by the Israelites to 
commemorate tlieir passing tho river. * 
The water was too high for us to make 
the search ; and, indeed, we were not 
sufficiently at our ease, w ith the idea 
of the Arabs being in chase of us. We 
were detained till nearly three o’clock 
before we could cross the river, which 
W'e were surprised to find very much 
sw'ollen. An Arab, on horseback, 
arrived shortly after us, and as he liatl 
no baggage, was well mounted, and 
likely to be acquainted w ith the ford, 
we requested him to cross first, that 
we might profit by his example : but, 
like the peasants on Mount Lebanon, 
he refused to lead the way. We there- 
fore crossed one at a time, the others., 
from an eminence on the banks, direct- 
ing lii.s progress. Tlio stream was 
exceedingly rapid, and so deep, that 
w’o were obliged to swim our horses, 
which, as they had our fire-arms and 
our baggage, as w ell as ourselves on 
their backs, was no easy task. We all 
got completely wet through, and our 
papers, pocket-books, &c., were totally 
spoiled. From tho river w'c pursued i 
direction W.N.W. for two hours, into 
a rich valley ; there was no road or 
track. On the right w'o i>assed a great 
cave with an artificial door. A la- 
bourer misinformed us, ainl directed us 
up the dry course of a torrent in search 
of a village. After vainly wandering 
about till dark, wo came to the termi- 
nation of the valley, and saw no signs 
of any path or habitation. Heavy rain 
came on, with thuiuhrand lightning, 

* “ Ami .Josiuia set up twelve stones in tlie 
midst of .lordjm, in the place where the feet 
of tliu priests wliieh ha.re the ark of the cove- 
nt stooil ; and they are there unto this 
day.” Josliua, iv. U. 

H 2 
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:iud we woi’e ^hid to take shelter for 
the night in a cave used oceusionally 
by the shepherds. 

March 20. — At day-light we were 
forced to retrace our ste])s, and return 
to the valley we had left, which we 
found was called Wady Zoit (Oil Val- 
ley) ; iu it is a village called Agrarba, 
wiiich we did not see. On entering 
Wady Zeit, the peasants all eauic out, 
armed with six muskets and their in- 
struments of agriculture. Seeing a 
mounted party, issuing out of an unin- 
habited valley, so early in the morning, 
they Iia<l mi.staken us for Bedouins. 
We obtained a guide for Nablous. 
From these pooj)le we learnt that the 
.\rabs had cro.ssed the Jordan the 
ju'oeeding evening in chase of us, and 
n.»t being able to got any information, 
had returned to ti;e other side of the | 
river. We, therefore, owe our escape | 
to the circumstance of having lost out 
way. We observed that this rich val- 
ley ends abruptly at the foot of the 
lulls to the westward. We followed 
tile principal road, which led ns out 
by a ravine, to the S. W., and con. 
timiiug in this track till about 11 
o’clock, we crossed over the hills to 
the westward. About half an hour 
after mid-day wo reached the village 
of Bait Forage, situated by the side of 
a rich extensive plain, having six other 
villages on its borders, many olive- 
yards, and much corn. We were glad 
to get some breakfast here, after a 
twenty-eight hours’ fast, with the ex- 
ception of a few dirty raisins, which 
we found in the bottom of one of our 
liourges. We reni:dned till 2 o’clock, 
and then proceeded for Nablous, about 
two hours distant. In twenty minutes 
we arrived at a ruined village, called 
Kaffer Baiter, around which are seve- 
ral old Roman tombs and tanks. In one 
of the tombs, the mouth of which was 
closed with rubbish, wc found some 
•lead bodies concealed. Thence we 
w'ent to Nablous, the road lp.xding us 
by Jacob’s Well, a short distance from 
which, a valley, in a southern direc- 
tion, unites wdth that in which stand 
Bait Forage and the six other villages. 
Maundrell say.s, these rich valleys are 
supposed to be “the portion of land 


given by Jacob to his son Joseph.” 
Nablous is the ancient Sychem. We 
went to the summit of Mount (jierizim, 
and found the ruins of a large town, 
w'ilh a tank, near a eonsjiicuous tomb. 

On the 28//i of March we quitted 
Nablous, and reached Jerusalem tin? 
next day. For an excellent d<;.scrip- 
tion of Nablous, and also of all the 
objects »)f interest at Jerusalem, I 
must refer the reader to Mauiulroll. 
We took his book in our pockets, and 
visited every place wliich he mentions, 
mo.st of them tliree different times. 
Once by ourselves, once as cice uii to 
Ltn-d Belmore and his family, and oiico 
with Mr. Legh, the gentleman who 
has ]ml)lished his Journey in Nubia. . . 
Wo havt‘ l)een to Bethlehem and St. 
John’s, visited the Holy Sepulchre at 
the Oreek Ka.ster, and saw the cele- 
brated trick of the holy tire, Ac. 

Maf/ 1. — After staying for nnir<? 
than a month at Jerusalem, we started 
for the Jordan with all the pilgrims, 
escorted by the governor and a body 
of trooj)s. The sight was most impres- 
sive. The immense number of Chris- 
tian.s, from all <(uarters, tlie various 
costumes of the Gn^eks, the (Jopts from 
Egypt, the Abyssiaians from A^lthiopia : 
some of the pilgrims <)ii camels, w'ith 
double cradh'S ou tluiir backs ; some 
oil mule.s, also with cradles ; some on 
hor.ses ; some on asses ; in all amount- 
ing to about 5000, presented a most 
curious and intcre.sting scene, winding 
amongst the hills, in a line as far as 
the eyoocoiild reach, and sometimes 
through different openings in the moun- 
tains, appearing in two or threij divi- 
sions. In the evening we arrived at 
the camp near Jericho. Wo could 
trace no remains of the Hippodrome 
which Josephus places here. 

Afay 2. — At two this inoriiing w'o 
started by torch-light for the Jordan, 
which w'e reached at 7 a.m. Here we 
found the pilgrims batliing in the river, 
men, women, and children, all mixed 
together. They immersed their clothes 
ill the river, gathered boughs off the 
trees, and filled bottles with the water 
to take home, in commemoration of 
their pilgrimage. We went, attended 
by two Arabs, to the Dead Sea, and 
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bathed in it ; the water was bitter and 
buoyant. Those of our party who 
could not swim, floated on the surface 
like corks; on dipping the head in,tlie 
<‘ycs snifirt<jd dreadfully, and we w'ere 
much sur]>rised to obscirve, on coming 
out of the lake, tliat the water did not 
evaporate from the body, as is the case 
on emerging from fresh water, but 
adhered to the skin, and was greasy to 
the touch. At night we returned to 
Jerusalem. 

W’o propose starting to-morrow with 
two Arabs to make the tour of the 
Rc'ad Sea, aiul search for the sites of 
the cities that arc known to have stood 

that direction. Our })arty will coiu | 
sist of Messrs. Legh and Ibtnkes, with 
iheir attendants, and Captain Irby 
and myself. We have plenty of arms, 
and shall muster altogether eleven 
]>ersons, including two Arabs. The 
trip will probably take us about three 
wt'eks. We have all dressed ourselves 
as Arabs of the desert, to excite less 
observation. 

Lord and Lady Relmorc and their 
})arty have been hero about three 
weeks. They canic from Cairo by land, 
having taken the same route as we did. 
Their party is very strong, and they 
bad tlie brotlicr of a famous Arab 
chief to protect tlioni. They are all 
now attiring themselves as Arabs, and 
are going to visit Raalbec, Damascus, 
Ac., after which they embark in his 
b>rdsliip's yacht for Europe. The friars 
of the convent had a serious dispute in 
the Holy Sepulchre the day before yes- 
terday. They were ])erformiiig oue 
of their ceremonies, wdieii the Greeks 
attacked them, wounding several of 
them. There has been inucli disputing 
before the governor in consequence, 
and a Tartar has been sent wdth their 
complaints to Constantinople. In 
Maundreirs time there was a similar 
fray between the Greeks and Latins, 
and the jealousy has existed ever since. 
A rather singular adventure befel us 
while at Jerusalem. There is amongst 
the sepulchres, which travellers have 
designated as “ the Tombs of the 
Kings,” an excavated vault with an 
oblong portico. TJio only visible en- 
trance to this vault is at one end of the | 


portico, while from its construction 
there is every reason to suppose that a 
corresponding entrance would be found 
at the other end, which is now filled 
w'itli rubbish. Mr. Rankes w’as so 
thorouglily convinced of this, that wlieii 
at Constantinople he used every exer- 
tion, but in vain, to procure a firman 
authorising him to excavate and ascer- 
tain the fact. We now endeavoured 
to obtain permission from the governor 
of Jerusalem to dig there, but w'ithoiit 
success. As we could not procure 
legal authority, we determined on pro- 
Mjcuting the undertaking secretly in 
the night, and accordingly purchased 
privately some pickaxes and other im- 
plements. Late in the evening wo 
quitted the town, singly, and from dif- 
ferent gates, to avoid suspicion ; and 
assembling at the rendezvous alter 
dark, found that we mustered a party 
of ten pei*son8, viz., Messrs. Rankes 
and Legh, Captain Corry, and our- 
selves, together witli five servants, in- 
cluding two of Lord Belmore’s sailors, 
whom Ids lordship had allowed to join 
us. We divided our party into two 
watches, and worked hard lour hours 
at a time during the whole night, dig- 
ging and clearing away the rubbish. 
Wo were obliged to station one of the 
servants as a sentinel near the road 
side, to apprise us of the approach of 
any one. In the morning we had re- 
moved the rubbish to a depth of about 
10 ft., when we came to an immense 
block of stone, apjiarently in the very 
spot where we expected to find the 
entrance to the tomb. As we were 
unable to move this mass, we returned 
to the city, pretty well fatigued, having 
been obliged, for want of spades, to 
clear away the rubbish with our bands. 
The next day Captain Corry, Mr. 
Rankes, and Mahomet his janissary, 
acting on the suggestion of Lord Bel- 
more, succeeded in breaking the stone 
by heating it, and then pouring cold 
vinegar on it ; but, unfortunately, 
shortly after this was done, our pro- 
ceedings were discovered by some 
Turks, and reported to the governor, 
who put a very eftectual stop to our 
researches, by ordering tlie whole of 
the portico to be walled in. 
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A TOUR TO r. TUA AND THK DEAD SEA. 

Difficulties ntteiulir.pr our iu-i)|>oso(l Visit to IVtni- -Our I’ni-ty— Our ussumr'd Xnrnes niid 
('ostuiiies — Ooporture from .lenisnlem — The Mou’il;iin of the l^’rajiUs 'I’he Lahyrinth - 
Tekoa — Uehroii— Its (Jovernor — Dilhculty in uhtainiiu' a tiiiide— h'lhdiecii Arabs - 
Plain of the Dead Sea--Salt Hills — Mamilar Trees and l’lants--Fav<)urahle Deception hy 
the (ihnnn \s antiful Ooelo.eical Sjieciinens— Stopped hy Arabs— 'I’ho Castle of Kereic 
— Description of Keiek -Christian Church — I{ec‘ i)t!ini at Iverek - sk- ikh ^■ol'iouf- 
openness of Chamctor — Departure from Kerek The Wah.ahees - .Mahannah Mote 
Jtuius at Dottra.-'S- -The Wady-el- Ahsa — Duined Temple — (diarundel Volcanic Alonn- 
taiiH — Shohek - Ahon Kaschid — Ilis Dispute with the Slieikh of Wady AIom:a. who 
refuses to nermitonr Advance — Noble conduct of Ahon Itaschid— View of Wady Monsa 
— Conferences of the Itivnl (diiefs — I’reparalions fo*- Hostilities - lf»*inforee . ent from 
Kerek — Hindi — Failureof Negotiations — 'J he Fneiny sudileiily withdraw their i jiposition. 


Great wore the obstacles which pre- 
sented tlieniselves, and innumerable 
the difficulties which we had to sur- 
mount before we could commence our i 
journey to Petra. It had for s<nne 1 
time been the wish of Mr. Bankes to | 
undertake this tour, as the only two 
Europeans who had ever been either 
at Kerek or Wady Mousa (Valley of i 
Moses or Petra) were both dead, viz., 
Siieikh Ibrahim and Mr. Seetzcii. 
Both these indefati^^able travellers per- 
formed this journey alone and in dis- 
guise, and were consequently obliged 
to concct^ their papers, and make all 
their observations by stealth, which 
must necessarily have rendered their 
remarks very brief and cursory, com- 
pared to what they would have been 
had the writers been unrestrained. 
Scetzen travelled as an Arab, calling 
himself Moosa, but never got so far as 
Petra. 

Although we are of opinion that 
Mr. Bankes could not have succeeded 
in accomplishing this journey without 
his junction with Mr. Lcgh and our- 
selves, still he has the merit of being 
the first pei’son travelling as a Euro- 
pean, who ever thought of extending 
his researches in that direction ; and 
from his profound knowledge of ancient 
history, ajs well as his skill in drawing, 
he was by far the best calculated to go 
on such au expedition. V. hen Mr. 
Bankes applied at Constantinople to 
have Kerek and Wady Mousa inserted 
in his firman, the Turkish Govern- 
ment returned for answer, ‘‘that they 
knew of no such places within the 


; Grand Seignior’s dominions;” hut ns 
I he and Mr. Frere, the British minis- 
ter, pressed tl»o ]>oii)t very mueli,th(*y 
at IcMigth referred him to the Pasha 
of Damascus, who, e(iu:illy averse to 
have anything to do with the business, 
passed him on to the governor of Jeru- 
salem. This latter tried all he could 
to dissuade us from the underbaking, 
though Mr. Legli g.ive him a hand- 
some spy-glass to induce him to assist 
us. He advised us to apply to Mahoin- 
med Aga, the governor of Yaffa. The 
communication between Egypt and 
Mousa being usually through Gaza, 
which is under Ma.homined Aga’s 
government, it was sup])osetl that lie 
would have the greatest influence over 
the Arabs about Wady Mousa, inas- 
much a.s ho pos.sessc'd the means of 
punishing them for any violence they 
might commit, either by .stopping their 
supplicic from Egypt, or by making 
prisoners of .such of their people as 
came within his reach. The governor 
of Yaffil, however, not only evaded the 
affair altogether, but in order to put a 
stop to our journey, ordered us to re- 
turn the horses which he had lent us. 
A second visit to the governor of Jeru- 
salem seemed t(» ])romiae as little as 
the preceding. We ail four called on 
him. On this occasion, a former mot- 
.scllim, who had been twenty years in 
office, and was sitting with the gover- 
nor, pledged liis word to us that the 
Arabs are a most savage and treach- 
erous race ; and to prove it, added, that 
they think Franks' blood a good medi- 
cine for their women when sick, and 
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that they would make use of ours for 
this purpose. All that we could pn>- 
curo from the j^overuor was a promise 
to write to tlie Sheikh of Kerek to 
ai»i>rise Iiiin of our coming. When we 
went witli tlio (Jreek pilgrims to Jeri- 
cho and the Jordan, the governor sent 
a man to us, whom he thought fit to 
call the Sheikh of Kerek, congratu- 
lating us on the obstacles to our going 
to that place having been overcome. 
This man, however, was no sheikh, and 
we suspect the motive of the motsellim 
for sending the counterfeit ^ was to ob- 
tain another present. Finding that 
there was no getting any of the public 
authorities to render us any assistance, 
we determined to proceed, trusting to 
our numbers and force, and to try our 
fortune with the Sheikh of Hebron. 
Eaeli of the party procured a Bedouin 
Arab dress of the most ordinary de- 
scription, and we all liought liorsesfop 
the journey, excu’pt ATr. Bankes, who 
was already provided. Our party con- 
sisted of Mr. Legh, attended by an 
interi)reter,a Tartar from Constantino- 
ple, and a seyes (hostler) ; Mr. Bankes, 
who had with him a solduir of tlie 
Pasha of Eg.vpt, and ourselves with a 
Christian Arab servant. Wo had for 
our guides an -Arab named Muhom- 
med, who lived near Jericho, and a 
native of Hebron. We took the pre- 
caution of having as little baggage as 
possible with us, and sent the greater 
jiart to Acre with one of Mr. Legh’s 
servants. We assumed Eastern names 
for the journey : Air. Ijcgh wife called 
Osman ; Air. Bankes, Ilalleel ; Cap- 
tain Irby, Abdallah ; and l,in remcm- 
hranee of Collins’ beautiful Eclogue of 
the Camel Driver, chose the name of 
Ilassan. Our dress consisted of a frock 
and drawers of very coarse linen the 
frock being fastened round the waist 
by a red leathern girdle, about 4 in. 
broad. The head-dress was a handker- 
chief of mixed silk and cotton, coloured 
with broad stripes of alternate red, 
green, and yellow. This was doubled 
into a triangular form and thrown over 
the head, to which it was attached by 
a double girdle of brown worsted rope. 
One corner of the handkerchief hangs 
down over the back of the nock the 


I other two cover the ears, and conic 
Jowii over the shoulders. When the 
weather is cold, the Arabs luck up 
tlie.se corners under the chin, and cover 
the whole face with the exception of 
the eyes. Over all we had the woollen 
abba, which we bad long worn, and 
which Ave procured at Yatfa. As re- 
gards arms, w'e had amongst us six 
mu.skcts, one blunderbuss, five braces 
of pistols, and two sabres. Our money, 
consisting of small gold coins, was 
concealed in leathern belts round our 
‘ waists next the skin. 

In the evening of the Ctli of May, 
vve left Jerusalem two hours before 
dark, our party consisting of eleven 
persons, all mounted. We sleiit at 
Bethlehem. 

May 7. — At 8 A.M. we proceeded to 

Solomon’s Pools,” and thence dow'ii 
the valley towards the Mountain of the 
Franks, which we ascended. We found 
it hollow on the top, with walls round 
it, and four towers, all much in ruins. 
This post is said to have been main- 
tained by the Franks forty years after 
the fall of Jerusalem. Tliongh the 
jdace is too small ever to have con- 
tained one halt the number of men 
wdnch would have been requisite to 
make any stand in suth a country ; 
and the ruins, though they may he 
those of a place once defended by 
Franks, appear to have had an earlier 
origin, asj,the architecture seems to be 
Roman. From the Mount of the 
Franks we could see part of the Dead 
Sea, and Kerek on the other side of 
it. We took the following bearings by 
compass ; Abou Jane, a village on the 
right, between Bethlehem and the 
Frank Mountain, West. — Bethlehem, 
N.W.— St. Elias, N.N.W. 

We now proceeded to see the laby- 
rinth. On approaching it, we left our 
horses at the ruins of a village called 
llariatoon, and proceeded on foot, by 
the side of the cliffs on the southern 
side <»f a deep and picturesque ravine, 
to the mouth of the cave, which is 
entered by a long, winding, narrow 
passage, with small natural chambers 
or cavities on either side. We soon 
came to a large chamber, with natural 
arches of a gf*eat height ; from this 
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chamber there were numerous passages 
leading in all directions, occasionally 
joined by others at right angles, and 
forming a perfect labyrintli, wliich our 
guides assureil ns had never been 
thoroughly explored, the peoi>le being 
afraid of losing themselves. The pas- 
sages were generally four feet high, by 
three feet wide, and were all on the 
same level. Wo saw but few petrifac- 
tions ; nevertheless, the grotto was 
perfectly clear, and the air pure ami 
good. In the hirgo chamber we found 
some broken pottery, by which it would 
seem that this place had once been in- 
liabited, probably it had served for a 
place of concealment. VVe observed a 
few English names written with char- 
coal. We now returned to the horses, 
and proceeded to the southward, to 
visit tlie ruins of Tekoa. They stand 
on a slight eminence, commanding seve- 
ral bursts of the Dead Sea, and cover 
a considerable extent. This place was 
built by King Rehoboain.* We could 
not find the remains of any distinct 
temple or public edifice, though there 
are a few fragments of columns. From 
Tekoa wo passed tli rough a i)lain of 
cultivated land, and thence all the way 
to Hebron, throiigii a much prettier 
country than that near Jerusalem, the 
sides of the hills being richly studded 
Avith shrubs and dwarf trees in full 
verdure. The prickly oak, arbutus, 
and Scotch fir, were most abundant. 
About five o’clock we passed a village 
called Siphecr, by the side of a well- 
cultivated v.-illey. There are about nine 
Roman sepulchral caves near tliis vil- 
lage. From this point we crossed a 
rugged road into anr»ther plain, where 
are the ruins of a small convent, called 
by the Jews “ the House of Abraham.” 
We now ascended considerably, and 
passing between numerous vineyards, 
with a watch-tower in each, (some of 
which appeared to be very ancient,) 
we reached Hebron at dusk. It appears 
by sacred history, that ILibron was 
built seven years before Ao’aii in 
Egypt.”t Josephus makes it not only 
older than Zoan, or Tanais, but also 

* “ He built even Jtethlehem, and £tum, and 
Tekon.” 2 Cliron. xi. G. 

t JS umbers, xiii. 22. 


than Memphis. Here Abraham, Sarah, 
and Isaac died.* We had this day 
passed many cam])S of Arabs ; towards 
evening .some of them invited us to pass 
the night in tlieir tents. The Slieikli 
of Ilehroii received ns very Itindly. 
We were lodg(;d in a small prayer- room 
attached to the khan ; it was furiiishecl 
with mats and carpets for us, and w*.: 
were presently served with a beverage 
we never before saw in the Fiast,- 
“ warm rice milk with sugar.” It was 
handed round before coHee, and in the 
usual small cups. The Turks of Heb- 
ron having httle inti vcourse with Euro- 
p€'ans,are extremely jealous of Franks, 
not one of whom is allowed to live in 
the town, and I believtj very few tra- 
vellers have ever visited it ; in conse- 
cjucnco we found it ini}>ossible to gain 
admission into the mos(^uc, in which is 
said to be the “ tomb of Abraham.” 
The lower part of this building is very 
curious, evidently anti(|iit‘, being foi’in- 
ed of great stones, some of which are 
upwai’ds of twenty-five feet in length ; 
it has sixteen pilasters on each side, 
andeight at either end, witliout ca})itals, 
excepting a sort of ornamental summit 
which extends along the wliolc build- 
ing, and is a species of cornice. Above 
this is a continuatioii of modern ma- 
.sonry. The ai)j>roach to tlio entrnneo 
of the edifice is by a long fiight of stejjs 
between it and other ruined buildings 
which stand on its S.E. side. I ima- 
gine that the outside walls only inclo.se 
llie court which suitouiuIs the mosque, 
and art. not part of the mostpie itself. 
The town of Hebron is not of large di- 
niension.s,tliough its population is great. 
The country all round it is cultivated 
to a considerable extent. The .streets 
are winding, and the houses unusually 
high. We visited a manufactory of 
glass lamps, which are exported to 
Egypt. We were told by the governor 
of Hebron, that there is a r* gular ])arty 
of pilgrim.s who set out from hence every 
year, Avithout any escort, depending 
entirely on their own strength. They 
arrange so as to fall in Avitli the great 
Damascus hadj, near to, or at Mecca, 
Avhich is at the dLstance of thirty days. 


* Genesis, xxiii. 2 ; xjix. 31. 
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From a merchant of Cairo we ascer- 
tained th(i existence of vast ruins at 
Abdi, in the Desert to the south, about 
three days* distance. 

The first eveniii" the governor of 
Hebron made no difficulty about our 
going to Wady Monsa, and Kerek, say- 
ing, “ it was an easy matter, and he 
would undertake it.” On the seventh, 
however, <lifhcnlties began. We visited, 
after dinner, the house of the Jewish 
priest. There are one Imndreil Jewish 
houses ill Hebron; we found their quar- 
ters excessively clean, ami neatly white- 
washed; that of the priest was particu- 
larly so ; it had a very nice divan, and 
commanded a line view of the country. 
The Jews were very civil, and offered us ! 
letters to the places we were going to. 
On our return to the khan, from visit 
ing tlie synagogue, Mr. Bankes pro- j 
sentod a watch to the governor, wdio j 
took it without making any remark at ■ 
the time, but soon retired ; shortly 
after a messenger arrived to say, tliat j 
the inotselliiu was not content with his 
present, and had givx'ii it to the Jewish j 
jiriest. Soon, however, another person | 
made his a])pearance, saying, they ; 
wished to arrange the bargain for pay- j 
ing the guides, ^oc. Three hundred and • 
fifty piastres were offered, but imnie- j 
diately rejected, as tliree thousand ! 
would liavo been at the first offer. 
After a second visit to the Jew’s house, 
where we again found the governor, 
four Iniiulred jiiastres wore paid down, 
and we were to ])roeeed the following 
morning. After supper, the governor 
called at the khan ; he appeared to be 
sliuflling a good <leal, altering the order 
in which the different places were to 
ho visited ; but as he did not make any 
material change, atill plncinq Wady 
Mousa before Kerek, we did not much 
care about it. Hti looked at all the 
finnans, boyourdees, <S:c., but di<l not 
appear to pay as much respect as is 
usual to the firman of the Brand Seig- 
nior. On observing Mr. Legh*s Con- 
stantinople Tai’tar, he said, but in a 
good-liumoun'd way, that a few years 
ago, if a Tartar had come to Hebron, 
he would have ha«l his head cut off, 
hut that it was not so now. We re- 
quested to proceed on our journey 


early in the morning, but he said that 
arrangements could not be made for 
our departure till an hour after sun- 
rise ; and soon afterwards left us. 

May 8. — I’hc governor did not 
make his appearance till after eight 
o’clock, bringing with him the three 
men who were to he our conductors, 
and the Jewish priest. He was 
shortly after followed by his brother, 
who had previously inquired in an 
indirect manner, why he had not re- 
ceived a present as well as his kins- 
man. Lastly came all the law officers, 
and heads of authorities. These, to- 
gether with tlie motsellim, advised u» 
to go to Kerek direct, and not to Wady 
Muiisa. The governor, however, told 
the guides that thert> were 400 ])ia»- 
tres for them if thew chose to take us ; 
hut these people, who had, in all pro- 
bahility, previously received instruc- 
tions to the purpose, declined conduct- 
ing us. Finally, seeing there was no 
dealing with such people, we mounted 
our horses and left the town. In jus- 
tice to the governor, it should be men- 
tioned that he not only returned the 
400 piastres but the watcli also. Wlien 
we had got outside the town we held a 
consultation together, and finding it 
impossible to proceed alone, without a 
guide to shew ns the road, w'e sent 
into the town to say we would consent 
to visit Kerek, first, in the mean time 
we retired to a neighbouring olive- 
yard. Our messenger returned with 
word from the governor, “ that ho 
would hava nothing at all to do with 
our concerns.” A man on horseback 
offered to show us the road, and w'o 
accordingly proceeded with him, but 
had scarcely advanced half an hour, 
when two men came galloping and 
hallooing after us ; ujmn which we 
stopjied ill a corn field, whilst we sent 
Mr. Bankes* soldier, Malioinmed, with 
them into the town, as the governor 
wished to communicate with us ; this 
was about mid-day. Towards tw’o 
o'clock, Mahoinmed the Arab, who had 
accompanied us from Jerusalem, 
quitted us. About three o’clock Ma- 
honmied the soldier returned with one 
of the Jews, the sheikh having con- 
sented to send us to Kerek, with a 
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letter to Sheikh Yousouf, lie like- 
wise sent as a guide one of the Jella- 
lieeu Arabs. In return for this the 
motsellim demanded Jno piastres, or 
the watch and ‘200. The watch and 
150 were given, as the former was of 
more value than they imagined. Two 
roubees (five jtijistres and a half) were 
given to the Jew, and he begged one 
for the governor’s brother. A roubee 
is less than two shillings value. 

We now proceeded. The country 
was ugly enough, but tolerably well 
cultivated with corn. We passed 
several ruined sites. One of them, 
which they called llagec, stands on a 
hill, and has a large square building, 
which appeared partly perfect. We 
saw another on our right, and a co- 
lumn which was too far off to he 
visited. We afterwards passed two 
Roman excavated tombs, with porti- 
coes in front, not very intero.sting. 
There arc two ruined sites near them, 
to one of which they probably belonged. 
About five o’clock wc reached a well, 
where we gave our horses water, as 
the camp where w’e were to sleep was 
ill-provided. They called this well 
Al-baid there are two i^ools. One 
is small with green water, the other a 
fountain in the rock. There is an 
ancient site N.W, of it, with a w'all of 
large construction, and some goo<l 
masonry. There are slanting pas- 
sages cut in the rock, leading to caves 
which have probably served for tombs. 

Wc reached a Jellaheen camp of 
thirty tents about dusk, it was situ- 
ated on the summit of a hill, an un- 
usual position, as they generally pitch 
their camps in valleys. The liarenis, 
or parts of each tent allotted to tln^ 
women, were covered in front, and 
they all appeared carefully veiled. We' 
found these people extremely poor in 
appearance, though they had plenty of 
sheep, goats, and camels. The camp 
was placed in a desert country, the 
cultivated land having ceased about 
the well Al-baid. We had mu' con for 
supper, but were obliged to find our 
own coffee. An Arab journeyman 
tailor arrived, and was employed mak- 
ing coats of sheep-skins, which he dyed 
red with ochre, or some such substance. 


These |)eoj)lo said that in years of scar- 
city tlicy retired to Egypt. Our 
coni*so from Hebron to this camp was 
ill a sonth-e:ist(‘rly dir<‘Ction. 

Mag tl. — We ^\ished to make a 
bargain witli the Jcllaheens to con- 
duct us to W'ady Alousa. J?iit nothing 
would indneo them to consent. After 
much bargaining, they agreed to take 
us to Kcrek, if we would give seventy- 
five ])iastres to the chief, and fifty to 
the five guides, who were to accom- 
pany ns with muskets. Though these 
people had for a long time refuseel to 
accept this siim, they all, when it was 
agreed to, began figlding who jJiould 
go. After we had desccjided from the 
camp, we offered 500 )>iastres if they 
would conduct ns to Wady Moiisa ; 
but nothing could induce them to con- 
sent. They said they would not go if 
we would give them 500('» piastres ! 
observing, that money was of no use 
to a man if he lost his lift?, and that 
the people of Wady Mousa were a 
treacherous and cruel race, and always 
attacked strangers by firing at them 
from rocky eminences, which conceal- 
ing the liostile party gave tlie others 
no chance. Seeing tliat all our endea- 
vours were fruitless, wc ceased to 
press the subject. AYtJ left tlie camp 
about eight, and at nine wc arrived at 
a well where we watered our horses. 
Wc remained liere about half an hour 
and then proceeded, when our con- 
ductors began their tricks, by saying 
they would go no further unless wo 
gave tlik-m 500 piastres, the sum which 
we had offered if they would conduct 
us to Wady Mousa. After much alter- 
cation, seeing that nothing would bring 
them to reason, we said wc would go 
alone, which they defied us to do. We, 
however, left them, taking a course in 
the desert about S.E. by the compass, 
and trusting to our good fortune to 
meet with some Arabs or tents in our 
way. We had proceeded in this man- 
ner till eleven o’clock, when one of 
the guides appeared in the rear, wav- 
ing his turban, and making all possible 
signs for us to stop. In about half an 
hour two of them joined us. We were 
greatly rejoiced to see these people 
return;, but affected to be quite indif- 
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ffi’ciit if, to prevent further 

ro;;ueiy. We now })r<)eec(l('d a little 
more to the south, and about mid-day 
liad, from a slight eniiiieiice to the left 
of the road, a fine view of the south- 
(‘rn extremity of tlie Dead Sea, toge- 
ther with the hack- water and plain at 
tiie end of it. The lake Asplialtes ap- 
peared nc)t to be nearly so long as is 
usually supposed, or as all the ancient 
authors have made it out to be. We 
now began a continued descent into 
a deep, barren valley, and did not get 
to the bottom till near five o’clock, 
passing with considerable difiiculty 
over a j)atli so rugged, barren, and full 
«)f great stones, that wc were obliged 
to lead our horses. At last we reached 
the ruins of an old Turkish fort, stand- 
ing on a single rock to the left of the 
road ; to the right there is a pool of 
green water, fit only for horses, but of 
which we were glad to drink, althougli 
an old man was stripped and washing 
liimself in the middle of it at the time. 
Eeyond tlie fort, on the same side of 
the road, the cliff is excavated at a 
considerable height with loop-holes, 
possibly meant for a post whence a 
sent hud might see all passengers, and 
apprise those in the eastlo of their 
apj)roaeh. It would appear that this 
w us a sort of *• harrier,” where duties 
wt re levied ou ibo passers-by ; tliey 
call the ]il:ice El Zowar. From hence 
we pasRe<l through a pretty, gravelly 
ravine, w ith bushes of the acacia, and 
a tree bearing a small stone fruit, 
resembling in taste a dried ap](ie ; the 
Arabs call it “ doom,” though it is a 
very different tree from tlie doom 
palm. About six we entered the great 
plain at the end of the Dead Sea ; for 
about a quarter of an hour w^e passed 
a few buslies, but afterwards found the 
soil sandy and perfectly barren. On 
our right w’c had a continued liill of a 
sandy soil, running in a S.E, and 
N.W. direction towards the middle of 
the plain. At dark we stopped for the 
iiight in a ravine at the side of this 
hill, much against the wishes of our 
guides, who strongly urged the want 
of water, and the dread of the dyteh- 
maan, as inducements to make us pro- 
ceed. We collected a quantity of 


w'ood which the Dea<l S(*a liad thrown 
up at liigb-water mark, and endea- 
voured to make a fire in order to bake 
bread, as w'e had flour. The wood 
was, however, so impregnated with 
salt, that all our efforts to liglit it were 
unavailing, and we contented ourselves 
with drinking the flour and water 
mixed, which, though not very palat- 
able, served to ap|)ease onr hunger. 
All night our guides, not being able 
tliroiigli fear to sleep themselves, 
endeavoured to prevent us from sleep- 
ing by alarnis of the dytehinaan. On 
the loth, at tlic very dawm of day, we 
proceeded across the ]ilain ; for the 
iirst half hour w’e had still the sand 
hill on our right. We found, beside 
the saline aj^pearance left by the 
retiring of the waters, several large 
fragments of clear rock-salt lying on 
the ground, and, on examining the hill, 
we found it composed partly of salt 
and partly of liardened sand. In many 
instances the salt was hanging from 
cliffs in clear ])erpendicular points, 
like icicles ; and w^e observed nume- 
rous strata of that material of consi- 
derable thickness, having very little 
sand mixed with it. Strabo mentions, 
“ that to the southw ard of the Dead 
Sea there are towns and cities built 
entirely of salt and although such 
an account seems strange, yet when 
we contemplated the scene before ns, 
it did not appear very improbable. 
The torrelits, during the rainy season, 
had brought down immense masses of 
salt, and we*obsorved that the strata 
were generally in perpendicular lines. 
Leaving this hill, the plain opens con- 
siderably to the south, and is bounded 
at the distance of about eight miles by 
a sandy cliff, from 60 to 80 feet in 
height, which runs directly across and 
closes the valley of El-Ghor, thus 
forming a margin for the uttermost 
limits of the Dead Sea to the south- 
ward. We were told that the plain 
on the top of this range of cliffs con- 
tinues the whole way to Mecca. It 
appeared to us that the mountains to 
the westward of the Dead Sea gradu- 
ally decreased their height to the 
southward, while those to the eastward 
continued to preserve the same altitude 
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as far as the eye could reach, and 
appeared to be of a reddish colour, 
resembling granite. Leaving the sidt 
hill, our track led for an hour and a 
half across the barren flats of the 
back-water, now left dry by the effects 
of evaporation. We passed six drains 
into that part more contiguous to the 
sea, where the water still remains ; 
some were wet and still draining, 
others were dry. These had a strong 
marshy smell, similar to that usually 
arising from the muddy flats in salt 
water Iiarbours, but by no means more 
unpleasant. 1 imagine this to have 
given rise to the reports of the ancients, 
as to the disagreeable smell of the 
waters of the Dead Sea. The water 
on the main body of the lake is j)er- | 
fectly free from any smell whatever. 
We now entered into a very prettily 
wooded country, with high rushes and 
marshes ; leaving these, the variety of 
])nshes and wild j)lants became very 
great, some of the latter were rare and 
of remarkable appearance. Occasion- 
ally we met with specimens such as 
none of our i>arty had ever seen 
before ; a botanist would have had a 
tine treat in this delightful spot. 
Amongst the trees which we knew, 
were various species of the acacia, 
and in some instances wc met with 
the dwarf inimosa ; we saw also the 
doom mentioned before, the tamarisk, 
and the plant which we saw in Nubia, 
and which Nordeii calls “the oschar,” 
There was one curious tree wdiicli we 
observed in great iiumbeis, and which 
bore a fruit in bunches, resembling 
in appearance the currant, with the 
colour of the plum ; it has a pleasant 
though strong aromatic taste, resem- 
bling mustard, and, if taken in anj^ 
quantity, ])roduccs a similar irritsibility 
in tile nose and eyes. The leaves of 
this tree have the same pungent flavour 
as the fruit, though not so strong. We 
think it probable that this is the tree 
our Saviour alluded to in tb ^ parable 
of the mustard seed, and not the 
mustard plant, which is to be found in 
the north ; for although in our journey 
from Bysan to Adjeloun we met with 
the mustard plant growing wild, as 
high as our horses’ heads^ still, being 


an annual, it did not dcHorvo the appel- 
lation of a tree ; whereas the other is 
really such, and birds might easily, 
and actually do, take shelter under its 
shadow. Wo passed tlie wild cotton 
plant amongst an infinity of others 
that wc neither knew how to name or 
describe. In about half an hour we 
arrived at the little river, which is 
marked in the map, and improperly 
placed as the Kutlet ; the people told 
us it was the “ Nalir-el-llussan,” or 
horse river ; there was plenty of corn 
cultivated in the open grounds, be- 
tween the bushes. Our guide i told us 
not to talk, lest wo should he disco- 
cred by the natives : but this was 
what we wanted, in order to get some- 
thing to eat, the flour and water of 
the preceding night not having been 
very satisfying. We soon met some 
of the natives taking in the liarvest ; 
they were a wild-looking people, and 
wore leathern aju’ons reaching to tin' 
shoulders, a dress wo bad never before 
seen ; they addressed us with great 
civility, and on our telling them we 
were soldiers of the Aga of Jaffa, going 
to Kerck, they said they wished that 
more would come amongst them, as 
they were much oppressed by the 
Bedouin Arabs, whom they described 
as a bad set of people, cjiring neither 
for God nor the saints. They took us 
to their bivouac in the thicket, say- 
ing that their village w;i8 some way 
off, and that they were only remain- 
ing here to take in the harvest. They 
gave u!j some doom, dried and pounded 
into a sort of coarse meal and mixed 
with butter ; wo found it exceedingly 
good ; about half an hour afterwards 
tliey broiiglit us bread, butter, and 
milk. Wo were annoyed here with 
large horse-flies, which were in great 
numbers, and some of our animals 
were streaming with blood from their 
bite. We were told at Korek, that 
these flies were “ a plague sent by the 
Almighty at the destruction of Sodom 
and Gomorrah.” These people are 
called Gliorneys, and differ materially, 
both in manner and appearance, from 
the Arabs, as well as from the natives 
of the towns ; tln^y adhere to one place 
of abode, and cultivate the land in its 
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vicinity. Tlicy do not live in tents 
like the Anibs, but build huts of r-ceds. 
nislieH, and canes ; they construct 
their huildinj^H conti»*;u(nis to each otliei 
and form their villages in the shape of 
a square, with only one entrance for 
the ••attle, which are thereby prevented 
fivini straggling, and are kept more 
collected for protection during the 
night. These people treated us very 
}if)spitably, which thc^y would naturally 
do, taking us to be soldiers of so power- 
ful a ruler as Mahoinmed Aga ; but 
we never heard any other than a bad 
oharactoi* of them ever after. Before 
wo lel’t them, they threshed out, with 
great sticks, some corn for our horses. 
The women commenced the labour, 
blit as they could not work and hide 
their faces at the same time, the men 
ilianiissed them and did the work them- 
selves. When about to take our leave, 
we ottered them a handsome rewar<l 
for what we had bad, but they abso- 
lutely ri'fused, and hold out for a good 
quarter of an hour, notwithstanding 
all our entreaties ; at last we threw 
ilu* money amongst them, wdieii a 
most furious battle took place about 
tlie inode of sharing it. We could 
not refrain from laugliing most heartily 
at so odd a scene, and at eleven 
left thorn fighting and beating each 
other most furiously. We now crossed 
tile Houssan; our horses, smarting from 
tlie bites of tlie unmerciful flies, quietly 
laid ilowii in the middle of the stream, 
leaving ns no alternative but to dis- 
mount and walk out. We proficeded 
along the foot of the mountains which 
hound the cast side of the plains, and 
continued doing so till near five in the 
afternoon, our track being rugged and 
barren in the extreme, with innumer- 
able fragments of red and grey granite; 
grey, red, and black porphyry ; ser- 
peniino stone ; beautiful black bazalt, 
breccia, and many other kinds of stone 
scattered in every direction, all frag- 
ments from tlie neighbouring moun- 
tains. It may be presumed that from 
this neighbourhood the aucients pro- 
cured materials for the numerous hand- 
some columns which one finds in Syria, 
mid which now adorn the Turkish 
l^atlis, mosques, &c. Our two com- 


panions made a collection of all the 
specimens they met with ; some of 
these were beautiful, and well adaj)ted 
for vases or other ornaments. We 
found tliat the chain of mountains 
under which wo were passing was 
cliiefly composed of sand-stone and bad 
marble. At five, wc had reached the 
tongue of land which lies hetweeu the 
south end of the Dead Sea and its 
back-water, and from lienee we began 
to ascend the hills on our right. At 
six we stopped in a beautiful shady 
ravine, watered bythe river “El-Dara,” 
whose banks are covered in profusion 
with the palm, acacia, aspine, and 
oleander, in full fiower and beauty, 
perfuming the whole place, and ren- 
dering it a most delightful spot, par- 
ticularly when contrasted with the 
desert appearance of the neighbour- 
hood. 1 will here insert the relative 
listances of the principal objects we 
passed this day. Two hours and a 
half from the western clifl' of the Ghor 
to Rahk, the fix’st salt-water drain ; 
half an hour to Szafyc, or Ahsa, the 
Nahr-el-Hussan ; three hours from 
Saphy to the Honey river, Nabr-el- 
Assel; from thence two hours to Mare; 
and two more to El-Dara, where ne 
passed the night. 

JSIay 7. — This morning, shortly after 
the rising of the sun, we began to 
ascend the mountain ; the road was 
very rugged and stony, with hardly a 
vestige of vegetation. The rocks w'cre 
of a dark-coloured sand stone. On our 
left there wai a deep ravine. Three 
men sliouted from a height, and asked 
where we were going to ? — they had 
only one musket. About eight o’clock 
we reached a commanding point, where 
the road turns in its ascent ; here we 
Imd an excellent bird’s-eye view’ of the 
south end of the Dead Sea and the 
back-water. The time which we ex- 
pended in taking a sketch of it, enabled 
the men who had hailed us to come 
up ; two w’ere blacks ; tlioy accosted 
us very roughly, and examined ns 
attentively. They w’cre armed ; hut 
still we wx*re ns strong as tliey Avere. 
Mr. Bankes, Captain Irby, and I, had 
only our Christian Arab servant w'ith 
us, — Mr. Legli and his piu'ty having 



110 


A JOURNAL OF TRAVELS. 


[CllAl*. VII. 


gone on before: the strangers remained 
with us. As soon as the sketch was 
finished we began to ascend to join the 
rest of our party, and in our way were 
surprised by seeing five other men 
armed with muskets, peeping from 
behind a rook at some distance from 
the road ; after hesitating a moment, 
they came forward, and (piestioiied us 
as to where we were from, the place 
of our destination, Ac. By this time 
we had joined Mr. Legh and the rest 
of the party; and having satisfied the 
curiosity of these people, wc proceeded 
on our journey. 

Our road now was on a sort of terrace 
iCarj>ed out on the side of a romantic 
ravine. V'ast fragmcMits, each as large 
as an ordinarily sized house, which 
]ja<l been detached froni tlie sides of 
the precijiices, were lying below in 
confused heaps ; some were only just 
cracked ofi‘, and not yet fallen. About 
a (juarter of an hour aft< r nu'ctiiig the 
strangers, we <!ame to a small pool of 
water, under an olive tree ; here some 
of the same men we had left behind ^ 
came up with us again, and calle<l out ' 
loudly to ns to come and eat bread 
with them; hut iis we did not like their 
appearance or conduct, the rest being 
visible in tlic distance, running to join 
their comrades, we continued our 
route. As we advanced, we found 
ourselves among corn fields with cattle 
grazing in the valley on our left, 
through which the river uouf Safta 
runs towards the Dead Sea. We 
observed the ancient millrcourses, hut 
tile river hstlf was hid by the richness 
of the vegetation on its banks ; the 
purple oleander was in full blossom. 
The castle of iverek now opened on 
our view, hut not any part of the 
town, as it lay beijiild liie castle. The 
ruins of the castle on this fcdde, that 
is the N.W., present two prineijial 
features ; a great mass at the south 
angle of the town, and, more towards 
the north, a great building called the 
Seraglio vof Meleli-e-dahcr. Between 
these two is tlie only gate of entrance 
on this western side. It is merely a 
plain, narrow arch, with an Arabic 
iiiscj’iptioii over it, erected at the 
mouth of a natural cavern, or pa-ssage 


in the rock, which h ads with a winding 
course through a higli ridge of the 
natural rock, and has thus been made 
to serve as the principal avenue to the 
fortress. The entrance thus formed 
h.*is a very singular effect. High as 
the town is placed, it is commanded 
on every side. In our ajiproach we 
descended a little into the narrow 
valley at the foot of the castle hill, 
where runs a stream with a narrow 
line of gardens on its banks, in which 
we observed olives, jxnnegranates, 
figs, and vegetables. The ascent from 
hence is steep and toilsome * we all 
dismounted. Entering at tli cavern 
:ate already described, we found our- 
selves within the walls, with the 
seraglio on our left hand ; tin* houses 
do not come very close upon tli.at part 
)f the fortification, tliough there are 
ruins and foundations everywhere, 
seeming to announce a greater ])o])U- 
lation formerly. Tlicre are alsf) tlio 
remains of a mosque with poinled 
arches, and an octagonal minaret, 
with a band of black stone carried 
round it : the whole is miicli in ruins. 
Over tlio door-way is a \>ointe(l horse- 
shoe arch, like that at the khan at 
Bysan; and amongst the ornaments is 
the cup repeated several times. The 
houses arc of one storv, tiu raco roofed, 
and so constructed that tlie roof at 
the back is, in many of them, not 
above the level of the ground ; in 
many instances you may pass over 
the houses, even on horsehaek, with- 
out bufiig a^^are of it ; some have a 
little court before tluin. The prin- 
cipal chamber in the best buildings 
has two archc3S thrown across it, on 
which rest the rafters, not squared, 
and very smoky. A small hole hi 
the centre serves as a vent for tho 
smoke ; and immediately under it, in 
the centre of tho room, is a circular 
hearth with a rim raised round it. In 
the recesses between the opening of 
the arches are raised platforms which 
serve as shelves ; there are also rccoy)- 
taclcs for corn, with bung-liolc s, in tk.o 
manner of casks, for taking it out. 
The walls are daubed with rude ]iaint- 
ings in red and black ; we oh.serv(-<l 
particularly an attempt to represent a 
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iiorseiTian, and, in anotlier instance, a 
kneeling camel, with a man mounting 
it. There is not a vestige of anti([ue 
W(irk in the castle; but, considered as 
Mahomnicdan architecture, it is good, 
especially at the south end, where the 
rock lias been cut down in order to 
detach tlie ridge from the hill to which 
it was by nature joined. 'I’wo sides 
are left standing across this artiticial 
ravine in the manner of walls. The 
most rcniarkahle thing that we ob- 
served was a Christian church within 
the circuit of this part of the castle; 
it is very ill constructed with small 
stones ; and some pillars are laid 
horizontally into the masonry, form- 
ing quite a contrast to the Mahoni- 
mcdaii work, which is of large, well 
cut stones, laid in regular courses, 
This church has small narrow win- 
dows, and a circular cud and arched 
front, rcscmhllng that at Tiberias, 
which is called tlie house of St. Peter, 
hut which is evidently ])osterior to 
the first Mahoinmedan conquest, as 
there is an Arabic iiiscrij)tioa built 
upside down into tlui j)rcsent walls, 
it is probable, thereibre, that both 
arc the works of crusadi'rs ; and as 
Codfrey do Boulogne took Kerek, and 
called it Mons Regalis, it is probable 
lie or some of hi’s successors may liave 
built Ibis church. There arc remains 
of paintings of largo groups of figures 
on the stuccoed walls ; one seems to 
have represented a king in armour; 
another tlio martyrdom of sonic saint; 
and there is an imperfect inscription 
witli letters of tlie (jlotliic form. The 
castle seems to he more ancient tliaii 
the church. We found a few rem- 
nants of antiipiity ; a small column of 
deep-coloured red granite, well polished 
but ill shaped; another of grey granite; 
and not far from it, close to a well, a 
great wing sculptured in basso-relievo, 
bearing mncli resemblance to those 
whicli we bad .seen attached to the 
globe in Egyptian buildings. We 
could form no conjecture what it 
originally had been ; there was no 
trace of a globe ; possibly it was the 
^ving of a Roman eagle ; its length 
was 7 ft., and its breadth 4. Near 
•he nios(]^iie are three eupitals, re- 


sembling no regular order of archi- 
tecture, but similar to some which wo 
saw at Hamah. We found two Greek 
in.scriptions, but neither of them inte- 
resting. Tlie place is well supplied 
with water by numerous cisterns. 
Siicikh Yousouf was ab.sent at a camp 
about half a day distant, passing the 
honey-moon witli a young Arab wife 
be had just married ; but we were 
very well received by Abdel Kliader, 
hi.s son. Few questions were asked, 
and wo excited less attention than 
might have been expected. There 
was a merchant from Damascus pre- 
sent, and another from Hebron. Tlie 
women here do not keep out of sight, 
nor cover their faces at all ; the ut- 
most they ever conceal is tlie point 
of the chin. We .sat and conversed 
familiarly with several of them. We 
and our horses were well fed for no- 
thing. Amongst our company was a 
nan who represented liimself as a 
groat traveller ; he had )>een to Tri- 
poli, Aleppo, Mardyn, and Cyprus ; 
he had never been to Constantinople, 
and said he had no cle.sirc to go there, 
because be bad beard that a man 
could not beat out bis pipe without 
burning the house down ; and that 
justice was so strictly administered, 
that persons ran the risk of liaviiig 
their heads cut off wliilo they were 
talking in tlie streets. It was also an 
instance of the liberty of speech in 
these reiiKite corners, in our traveller 
saying, “that people respected tlie 
sultan becaiiisc it was their interest to 

10 so, on account of commerce, &c.; 
but as to the jiashas, they were no 
better than themselves, and that it 
was a degradation to stand in a 
liiiniiliating posture with the head 
stooped, and the hands hidden, before 
one of them; when here, a man might 

011 at his ease in liis own house, and 
stand or lie in whatever posture ho 
pleased.” Indeed, few of tlie people 
in the place appeared to know even 
the name of the pre.sont siiUaii. We 
were invited to dine one day at a 
Turk's house, and were treated to a 
boiled sheep, witliont bread, or any- 
thing but the meat itsj'lf ; this custom 
we first observed at zalt, and to our 
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f'vcnt annovauce found tJiat it was tho 
sjune on tJie east side of the Dead 
Sea, ko, ; not only amongst the Arabs, 
but in the towns and villages. 

It appears that the Waliabees made 
an attempt on Korek, and were en- 
camped for several days on the heights 
south of the town ; one of them w;is 
sent in to j)arley; and the inhabitants 
boast of liaviiig killed about forty of 
them, from the loop-holes of tlie castle, 
with their muskets. 

Mai/ 13. — Towards the evening, 
Sheikli Yousouf arrived without his 
bride ; he was a fine looking old man, 
apparently nearly sixty years of age; he 
had lost his front teeth, and his beard 
was white. Upon being told tlie mo- 
tive of our travelling in these moun- 
tains, he asked ratlier roughly “whether 
this was the country of our fathers 
but we soon found him to be a plain, 
blunt honest old man, of very few words. 
Only one man in the town could read, 
and he was the Greek judest. lie read 
to Yousouf the letter from Sheikh 
Eysah of Hebron, without which we 
have reason to think we should have 
had a much colder reception. It ap- 
pears that the governor of Jenisalem 
deceived us, and never wrote to Kerek 
at all. Wo got the Greek priest to 
assist us in arranging the business witli 
Yousouf, and as we had for once to deal 
with an honest man, we had not much 
trouble ; for, in fact, the negotiations 
the next morning were hartily closed, 
before the horses were ordered to be 
in readiness. Four liundred piastres 
were paid down as the price of a safe 
conduct through several places, speci- 
fied in a list, as far as Wady Mousa, 
to the south, ami Szalt, to tin; north ; 
but the old man could not undertake 
to free us from some incidental tributes 
on the road. Yousouf pledged himself 
to accompany us through the whole 
journey. 

During our stay at Kerek, wo saw 
the dowry of a young woman going to 
be married paid at the sheikh's hou.se; 
it amoYinted to aV>out one liundred pias- 
tres, in white Constantinople money. 
This I believe was only what she was 
to wear as her head ornament, as the 
ladies here decorate their foreheads 


vir. 

with dolJam and (liilcient kinds of 
money ; sometimes tho coins hang 
down to both ears, and must be a 
great w’eight. TJio amount of a dowry 
is, in some instances, as high as four 
pui*ses ! 

There are about as many Christian 
inhabitants in Kerek as Turks ; the 
former boast of being the strongest 
and bravest, and are able to produce 
four liundred men bearing arms ; they 
arc on very good tei nis with th(; Turks, 
and appear to enjoy eipial freedom 
vitli them. It was saiil, that at tlie 
time of tl;e French invasion in 17‘.llb 
there was a project for disari :’ing the 
Christians and driving them out, which 
the present sheikh prevented. We 
saw, and were recognised by seveial 
of the suspicious people we lia<l met 
on our road the day of our arrival ; 
they asked us why we did not stop to 
eat with them ? but theiy suspicious 
conduct, and the maimer in which they 
first came upon us, looked as if they 
meant no good, I 

May 14. — In the afternoon we set 
out from Ki^'ek to the southward ; we 
descended into tho ravine which sur- 
rounds the place, having tlie main body 
of the castle close on our right bund, 
the base of which is hoi’e a slanting 
casing of the rocks as’at Homs, Alep- 
j)o, Ac. Hence wc passed up the side 
>f a narrow ravine to its very end. 
In cacii side there are caverns ^ind 
wrought tombs. In one of those, which 
liad externally all the a]ii>earaiiee of a 
natural, .grotto, wo observed places for 
sarcophagi ; it is probable that the 
whole is the burying-place of the 
ancient town. In this ravine is a 
spring of water, with a small Turkisli 
(uilding. 

Here we were joined by an Arab 
from Djebal, who had been forceil 
away by the Wahahecs, and had lived 
and served with theiii. Almost all his 
fellow-townsmen had been put to death. 
He liad been upwards of a month ai 
Darcyah, their capital, which he de- 
scribed as being larger than Kerek. 
The houses, he said, are all built with 
mud, and the fortifications are formed 
of mud and jialm trees ; there are 
cannon on tlie walls, and an immeuso 
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treasure buried and concealed. He 
«aid tiiafc the Wahubecs greatly prefer 
silver to gold, for whicli no reason was 
given. He confirmed the story of their 
horses being fed, at times, entirely on 
camel’s milk. He was mounted on one 
of these horses, a light leggy animal, 
very different in appearance from 
those of the Arabs ; he seemed to think 
the Waliabeo sect very general, and 
said, jokingly, that Sheikh Yousouf 
was one, which the other denied with 
apparent horror. 

We ascended into a country of 
downs, with verdure so close as to 
appear almost turf, and with corn 
fields at intervals ; there were not 
many rocks, though the surface was 
sprinkled over with stones. In an 
hour and a half we reached a camp 
belonging to the people of Kerek, under 
Sheikh Ism.ayel, Yousoufs youngest 
son. After taking some leban (sour 
milk) and bread, we proceeded to the 
N.W., about a mile across some corn 
land, to a ruined village called Ma- 
haiina. The ruins are mostly those of 
.ordinary buildings, but it is evident 
that one of them had been a Christian 
church. Another ruined site to the 
westward was called Dgellgood. The 
following ruined sites are visible from 
this point — Machad. Arti-Musshut, 
(which is the single building su]>posed 
to be the tomb of Abou-Taleb,) Har- 
nahta or Mote, Toor, Howeeli, and 
Marro which. We now went due east 
for an hour to Medin, from whence we 
could see the following ruine^ sites, 
must of them on slight eminences — 
Iinriega, E. by N., Hadad, Shirsee, 
Belilanah, Suhl, and Nelikill ; in short, 
the whole of the fine plains in this 
quarter are covered with sites of towns, 
oil every eminence or spot convenient 
for the construction of one; and, as 
all the land is capable of rich cultiva- 
tion, there can bo little doubt that tliis 
country, now so deserted, once pre- 
sented a continued picture of plenty 
and fertility. Having finished our sur- 
vey of the neighbouring ruins, we re- 
turned to Ismayel’s camp, where we 
slept. 

May 15. — This moraing we were off 
before sun-r!sc ; the siuiie downs con- 


tinued, with numerous Arab camps in 
various directions, the ruined sites 
being still visible in all directions. In 
about a quarter of an liour we came 
to the site of Hamahta or Mote, which 
last name, signifying death, it acquired 
from the circumstance of all its inha- 
bitants having been exterminated by 
Abou Taleb, whoso supposed tomb, 
“ Musshut,” is a building upon arches, 
standing in a small inclosure, less than 
half a mile distant to the W.S.W. 
Near this spot is a Roman mile-stone, 
inscribed in Latin, the number of miles 
is thirteen, but the rest of the inscrip- 
tion is indistinct. In about a quarter 
of an hour from Mote we reached the 
tomb of Sheikh Jaffa ; here the Ma- 
hommedans of our party alighted, and 
entered the tomb to pray. Mahom- 
med, the soldier, reported, that within 
there are two dark granite columns, 
well polished. 

A quarter of an hour farther we 
reached the camp of Sheikh Sahlem, 
who commands, or has infiiience, at 
Djcbal, and over all the country as far 
as Shobek. This man asked us two 
hundred piastres instead of thirty, 
which old Yousouf said was all he 
would . require. We refused it, and 
S.ahleni persisting, we mounted and 
retired to a distance. Upon our leav- 
ing the tent he expressed a wish “that 
we might be struck with lightning be- 
fore we reached Kerck,” and added, 
“that had not Sheikh Yousouf been 
present with us, he would have had 
our money by force.' ' Finding, how- 
ever, that he did not follow us, we sent 
back to offer one hundred and fifty 
piastres ; the bargain was struck, and 
the money counted into his hands. He 
mounted his horse, and accompanied 
us, together with his son, a fine young 
man. In about half an hour he brought 
us to another large camp of his tribe, 
of thirty-three tents. Having remained 
here a short time, we proceeded, unat- 
tended, about two miles off, to visit 
the ruins of Dettrass. At the foot of 
the hill are many cisterns ; the ruins 
are indistinct and of no interest, except 
three piles of buildings, which appear 
to be of Roman architecture ; one was 
evidently a temple ; the others, though 
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large, are so much ruined that it is 
impossible to ascertain what they had 
originally been. While wo were ex- 
amining these ruins, the people from 
the neighbouring camps flocked round 
ns in considerable numbers, but were 
very civil. We returned to our camp 
in the evening, and observing that all 
the old women, and many of the young 
ones, had their cheeks covered with 
blood and scratches, we inquired the 
reason, when they told us they had 
mourned the day before for a death in 
one of the harems. 

May 16. — We recovered the track 
which we had quitted, where it falls 
into a deep ravine, which has steep, 
rocky sides. At the extremity, where 
we turned out of this track to follow a 
more rapid descent into the Wady-el- 
Ahsa, we saw upon our left hand, on 
the height, the remains of an ancient 
fortress, which seems to have com- 
manded the pass. It is of dry masonry 
and large stones, and is no doubt 
antique. They give it the name of 
Acoujah, As we proceeded down- 
wards, there was on our right hand a 
great quantity of lava and black vol- 
canic matter, which seem to have 
issued from the side of the neighbour- 
ing ridge of mountains. We presently 
reached the little rivulet called Kl- 
Ahsa at the bottom of the ravine. It 
has in some parts cut out for itself a 
very deep channel in the rock, and 
there are occasionally some" .small pic- 
turesque water-falls, from 10 to 15 feet 
in height. The oleander, as usual 
upon the banks of most streams in 
this country, was in great beauty and 
profusion. From hence we began to 
ascend a steeper acclivity than that 
we had come down. It is obsei’vable 
that the sides of this valley El-Aslla 
are more destitute of verdure than the 
plains above. We continued our 
course up a slanting hollow, in which 
we noticed the stqnes gathered into 
heaps, and converted into fences, in a 
manner which seemed to denote an 
abandoned cultivation, and we observed 
a field or two of corn near a little 
spring. A little further, upon the 
point of a sort of promontory of high 
land that stands between the fork of 


two valleys, are the ruins of a small 
but rich building. Littlo or nothing 
is left entire, and the fragments are 
lying around in confusion. There are 
rich arabesque borders of vines and 
foliage, much in the taste of Diocle- 
tian^s buildings at Palmyra, or the tri- 
umphal arch. The capitals are not of 
any regular order, but fanciful, and 
loaded with ornaments. The execu- 
tion is sharp and neat. The temple 
appears to have fronted S.S.W., and 
there were apparently four semi- 
columns attached to the front wall, 
3 feet inches in diameter. Amongst 
the fragments are pieces c! columns 
of a smaller size. Near this there are 
other vestiges of buildings, but notliing 
that gives reason to suppose there ever 
was a town. The great dark mass of 
volcanic matter which wo passed, 
bears from these ruins N.N.E., it is 
called Elabahn, which is also the 
name of a clear spring issuing from 
the rock a little south of it. There 
are old mill-courses in the low ground. 
The ascent still continued for a short 
distance, when we reached the level of 
the high plain in a S.S.W. direction. 
There were reapers at work, who in- 
formed us that the chief persons of 
the town of Djcbal were encamped at 
no great distance. This induced our 
two sheikhs to turn to the southward, 
out of the great track, towards the 
encampment. At one in the afternoon 
we reached a camp of thirty-three 
tents. A feeble attempt was made 
here to extort money from us under 
pretext that the sheikh was independ- 
ent. Upon our mentioning our inten- 
tion of visiting their village, Djebal, 
which was two hours distant, objec- 
tions were raised against our doing 
so. We therefore left it till our 
return. There were some specimens 
of volcanic stone in the valley near 
the camp, but not in any great quan- 
tity. Near this place we visited some 
uninteresting ruins called El-llagre, 
Some person in the camp secreted a 
spy-glass which had dropped from 
Mr. Bankes’ pocket. After confessing 
that it had been found, and was in the 
camp, they attemfitcd to force him to 
give an extravagant reward. This was 
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obstinately refused, and by the inter- 
vention of Sheikh Y ousouf it was at 
length restored on the payment of two 
rubees. 

May 17. — After we had set out, 
Daoud, a relation of the Sheikh of Kerek, 
missed his sword, and rode back for it, 
but the rogues refused to restore it to 
him. Passing to the southward, in 
about half an hoar we saw the village 
of Bsaida about a mile distant. About 
and bey()iid this village there arc hang- 
ing woods of some extent, but the 
trees are small and stunted. From 
hence, in tliree hours, the descent be- 
coming more considerable as we ad- 
vanced, we reached the ruins which 
are called Gharundel. They are situ- 
ated on the slope of a hill, and their 
extent is very considerable. Towards 
the centre of the ruins are the remains 
of two parallel rows of columns, of 
which three arc standing in one row, 
and two in the other. Their diameter 
is 2 feet. None have capitals. There 
are also, near to this spot, fragments 
of columns of 3 feet diameter. The 
capitals appear to have been of bad 
Doric. A spring of water runs close 
below these ruins from Gharundel. 
Wo passed up a valley to an Arab 
camp. They were Bedouins of the 
tribe of Hadjoyah. While we were 
eating with these peojile, there was an 
alarm of an enemy having made an 
attempt to carry off some of their 
hocks. The women cried out and 
waved their scarfs from the top of the 
hill. We rode up but saw not^iing of 
the robbers. Our road was now S.W., 
and a wliite line in the desert, at a 
distance to the left, as far as the eye 
could reach, was pointed out as the 
luidj road to Mecca. We noticed three 
dark volcanic summits, very distin- 
guishable from the sand. The lava 
that had streamed from them forms a 
sort of island in the plain. Close on 
the right of the road was another vol- 
canic mount, covered with scoriae of a 
reddish colour and extremely light. 
There was much black porous stone 
below it. Soon after we found an 
ancient Roman highway paved with 
black stone. The edges, and a line 
down the middle, were paved pretty 


regularly. On the right, at intervals 
of about a mile and a half, are ruins 
of square stone buildings. In one of 
them there was a cistern. They were 
probably intended for the use of tra- 
vellers. Proceeding in a direction 
parallel to this road, we saw towards 
the S.W. a large mass of ruins, called 
El-Gaig, they offered no objects of 
interest. We found three mile-stones ; 
the last only was erect. All the in- 
scriptions were effaced by time and 
the climate. From one of these stones 
w'e turned off, about a mile from the 
road, to examine some buildings, hut 
found tiiem Turkish. One had an Ara- 
bic inscription over the door, which 
appeared ancient. Some crosses were 
scrawled about the door, and these 
signs are three times repeated -4-Aii. 
Seeing some Arabs in the distance to 
the south, we rejoined our compa- 
nions, who had advanced just a Roman 
mile on the road, and were waiting at 
another mile-stone. We followed the 
road till we came to the edge of a deep 
vale. Here we deviated to the right 
and descended, the original road con- 
tinuing straight on the height. At the 
S.W. end of the vale rises a hill, upon 
which stands "Showbec,” like a gigan- 
tic mound. At its foot the ground is 
terraced out into gardens, and thickly 
planted with figs, now in full leaf. 
There are numerous caves in the side 
of the hill. Nearly at the bottom of 
the desceift we passed a sheikh’s tomb, 
called ‘‘ Abou Soliman.” Then pass- 
ing a ravine^ we approached the town 
on its N.E. side by a zig-zag jiath, 
which seems to be the only one lead- 
ing to it. It appeared that almost all 
that side of the castle-hill by which we 
ascended has once been covered with 
buildings. Our coming seemed to ex- 
cite considerable alarm amongst the 
natives, wlio stood on the walls shout- 
ing and throwing down stones. We 
entered at an iron gate, when the in- 
habitants seeing Sheikhs Yousouf and 
Sahlcin with us, received us very 
civilly, some crying out, “Go and get 
broad and fire-wood for these poor feiU 
lows, who are come to lodge a night 
amongst us.” We were carried up to 
a sort of divan, in the open air^ con- 

i 2 
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striicted upon what seemed to be the 
ruins of a church of crusade architec- 
ture, standing due east and west. The 
tower of the castle has Arabic inscrip- 
tions upon it. The three doors of what 
we supposeti to have been a church are 
square-topped, and the centre is under 
a pointed arch, and has more the air 
of Mahomniedaii than Cliristiau archi- 
tecture. We had a most extensive 
view from hence, comprising the whole j 
skirts of the desert, with the volcanic 
hills which I have mentioned. The 
inhabitants brought us tigs split and 
dried, of a green colour and delicious 
flavour, tasting nearly like the fresh 
fruit. They told us they were on the 
trees w’hen the pilgrims arrived at 
Damascus. This was in December. 
We observed much kissing in the 
salutations. Each party generally 
kissed the right cheek first, once, and 
then the left four or five times. They 1 
evuiced their good breeding in sup- | 
pressing their curiosity as to the mo- 
tive of our journey, whence we came, 
&c., though evidently labouring under 
the greatest anxiety to know every 
particular. Shortly after our arrival 
we had an alarm of Arabs. Thirty 
men with muskets immediately ran 
out. Others drove in the flocks in 
great haste. They returned in about 
an hour, saying, the Arabs had killed 
forty of their goats, but that they 
would find an opportunity of return- 
ing the compliment. Wd, however, 
doubted the truth of this story. The 
name of Showbec, or Sh*bek*, occurs 
among those who sealed the cove- 
nant, After a diligent search for in- 
scriptions, we found one in the archi- 
trave of the principal door. It is in 
Latin, and though imperfect, Mr. 
Bankes made so much of it out as to 
lea ve no doubt that it relates to one of 
the Frank kings of Jerusalem. One 
of tlieir principal strongholds, some- 
ahere in this direction, was called 
^ Mons Regalia.” This might either 
be Kepek or the place in question ; 
though Miletus, extending their con- 
quests still further, says, that this 
name was applied by them to Petra, 

* Novf those that sealed were .... IJal- ' 
lohesh. rileha, Hhobek. ^^cheniiah, x. 24. J 


and, relying upon passages in 

Diodorus Siculus, aads, that it seems 
to have borne that name in the histo- 
rian’s time. The most remarkable 
circumstance is, that while the inte- 
rior parts of tins church are in the 
pure Gothic style, resembling that of 
the same age in Europe, the orna- 
ments of the inscribed doorway arc of 
the genuine eastern taste, exhibiting 
that border of convex fluting wliich is 
common in Turkish buildings. The 
pointed arch itself inclines slightly 
inwards at the bottom, in the manner 
of a horse- siioe. The construction also 
has more of the Oriental than tb-j Nor- 
man style. The transonic, instead of 
consisting of a single stone, being com- 
posed of many, irregularly locked to- 
gether by dovc-tails and angular ine- 
<[ualiiies. In the walls, at the gates 
of Antioch, there are similar exam- 
ples, and certainly of the time of the 
crusades. 

May 18.— Quitting Shobek, we 
wound by a spiral road into the valley 
which surrounds it, and observed that 
the road had been artificially deej)ened, 
and ill some parts cased with masonry. 
Thence we ascended to the S. W., and 
soon came to a brook wliicli contri- 
butes to the watering of the gardens 
below Shobek, but is not the only sui)- 
ply. Upon the two parallel ridges, 
between which our road led, we noticed 
stones arranged in fences and gathered 
into heaps, denoting the boundaries of 
former fields and giirdens ; and near 
the spring there appeared the remains 
of a village. Our course continued 
much in the same direction, between 
west and S.W. for about a mile, gently 
ascending till wo arrived at a largo 
Arab camp, situated upon liigli ground, 
with still higher about it. Here we 
expected to have found tlie Sheikh 
“ Mahomined Abou Raschid,” that is 
to say, Mahommed the father of Ras- 
chid, which latter is the title he goes 
by. Most of cne sheikhs have some 
denomination of this kind to distin- 
guish them. “ Mahommed Aga,” for 
instance, is called “ Abou Nabout,” 
(the master of the mace or stick) ; and 
in Sir Sydney Smith’s transactions 
at Acre, his principal coadjutor, the 
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paslia,wjus Hurnamed “Dgezar,” which 
in Turkish signifies the “■ Cutter.” 
Shobek, and tlie district about it, is 
commanded by Abou Raschid. He 
was absent, but, messengers were dis- 
patched to acquaint him with our arri- 
val. From this camp we saw another 
to tlie soutliward, and beyond it a hill 
thinly scattered with trees. We were 
hospitably received. A merchant 
whom we liad known at Hebron came 
in, complaining that he had been 
robbed of twenty-eight pieces of mer- 
chandise, which he had brought to sell 
amongst the Arabs, Avho had laid hands 
on the goods in their tents, and refused 
to give them up. At particular seasons 
of the year the inhabitants of these 
tents are in the habit of passing to 
Cairo, whence they carry on the char- 
coal trade between that city and Suez. 
They said it was a five days’ journey 
from hence to Suez. In passing into 
Egypt they usually take the road to 
Gaza, though they seem to be fully 
aware of the shorter way ; it is, there- 
fore, only for the sake of security. At 
Shobek there was a small caravan 
which was to set out on the day of our 
departure ; the leader of it offered to 
carry us to Cairo in eight days. 

May 19. — About noon Abou Ras- 
chid arrived. He was a middle-sized 
man, with very marked features, hay 
iiig a dark complexion, very daiuv 
beard, black piercing eye.s, and aqui- 
line nose ; his age might be about 
thirty. He was full of life and spirits, 
but a man of few words, and plfin, un- 
affected manners. Ever since our 
arrival we had heard him spoken of in 
great raptures in the camp. Having 
dined with us, the Hebron merchant 
pleaded his cause before him, when ho 
presently gave orders “ that his goods 
should be restored to him.” With re- 
gard to ourselves, he very soon came 
to terms with us, assuring us that he 
would willingly conduct us to Wady 
Mousa for nothing, for the sake of 
Mahommed Ali, Pasha of Egypt. 
Soon after a great dispute and tumult 
arose in the tent, Abou Zatoun (the 
Father of the Olives), the Sheikh of 
Wady Mousa, declaring, with violent 
gestures, and swearing “ by the beard 


of the prophet,” and " by the honour 
of their women,” that, we should not- 
go forward ; and seeing that, notwith- 
standing his violence, both Abou Ras- 
chid and ourselves were preparing our 
horses, he quitted the tent, uttering 
threats and execrations, and rode off* 
for Wady Mousa, determined to pre- 
vent our going. All the Wady Mousa 
people also quitted the camp, joining 
in their chief’s hostility, and repeatedly 
exclaiming, “Let the dogs go and 
perish if tliey please and swearing 
we should neither drink of their water 
nor pass into their territory. While 
this was passing, our good old friend 
Sheikh Yousouf’s resolution was 
shaken, and both he and Sahlem of 
Djebal strongly urged us to return and 
give up the business, saying that all 
further perseverance would be fruit- 
less. Abou Raschid tw ice dismounted 
to answer the arguments of his people, 
or to overcome their opposition, for 
they had surrounded him in numbers, 
imploring him to desist, and asking 
him “ why he risked himself for the 
mere gratification of the curiosity of 
fellow's w'ho w'ere only Christians,” 
The sheikh seeing that all liis argu- 
ments had no effect, seized his spear 
and sprang on his horse, exclaiming, 
“ I have set them on their horses ; let 
us see who will dare to stop Abou 
Riisclii<l.” We presently descended 
in a S.W. direction, through a ravine, 
whose sid^s, rocky as they are, have in 
former times been terraced and cul- 
tivated. Tli(^ Wady Mousa people rode 
ill a parallel line with us, keeping on 
the high ground on our left. In about 
half an hour (four o’clock) we reached 
a spring that issues from the rock, and 
is called Sammack. Here we were 
joined by a host of people, all armed, 
and subject to our sheikh ; some 
were on liorseback and some on foot. 
Sheikhs Yousouf and Sahlem still re- 
mained behind at the camp. Abou 
Raschid, on the coming up of his peo- 
ple, took an oath, “ By the honour of 
their women,” and “ by the faith of 
a true Mussulman,” that wo should 
drink of the water of Wady Mousa, 
and go whithersoever it pleased him to 
carry us. Thus were the rival chiefs 
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pledged to completely opposite courses 
ill regard to us. To the honour of 
Abou Raschid it should be said, that as 
yet he had not received, or even stipu- 
lated for any pecuniary or other reward 
whatever. As we advanced down the 
ravine, a wild and romantic view 
opened to us, terminated by the peaks 
of the black and rugged ridge of Mount 
Hor, the same that is alluded to iu 
Scripture, and by a boundless extent 
of desert, which wo have hardly ever 
seen equalled for singularity and gran- 
deur. We turned up out of this val- 
ley to tho eastward, and remarked as 
we quitted it, that there were two small 
masses of ruins upon the two opposite 
points which command it : they were, 
probably, forts. Our road through a 
circular plain, covered with corn, and 
bushes of whitethorn just coming into 
blossom, conducted us to a valley with 
the sides prettily studded with turpen- 
tine trees, so clustered and grouped 
together as to give it a very park- like 
appearance. Here we perceived traces 
of a paved way, constructed similarly 
to that we had quitted when we were 
descending into Shobek. We supposed 
it to be a continuation of the same. 
At sun-set wo alighted at a camp of 
sixty-eight tents, /pitclied in three ad- 
joining circles, on the highest point of 
a pass. Our wliole journey this day 
was S.W. The pass just mentioned 
was not between two mountains, but 
over the highest summit .)f one of 
them, great part of these heights being 
so steep as to be almost ..inaccessible, 
except by the beaten tracks. One of 
these precipices was close to our camp 
to the westward : it commands a most 
magnificent view, in which the fore- 
ground is a circular, but uneven hol- 
low, in part cultivated, with several 
circular camps pitched in different 
parts of it ; and the little village of 
l)ibdeba,with a grove of fig-trees about 
it, bearing S.W. The dark ridge of 
Mount Hor, which appears to be alto- 
gether composed of a sort o^ sparry 
flint, broken into masses and seamed 
with wide crevices, with scarcely any 
verdure to vary its deep purple colour, 
forms the boundary of this hollow to 
the southward, and also, to the west- 


ward, that high peak, upon which is 
the reputed tomb of Aaron, (the Arabs 
call it Nebi Aaroon, Prophet Aaron) 
rearing itself above all the rest in tho 
middle of the picture. This craggy 
ridge does not, however, terminate 
tho landscape, the mountain from 
which we viewed it being considerably 
higher, and commanding an almost 
boundless view beyond it, over an 
expanse of country of a whitish hue, 
which is varied here and there with 
other coloured ridges rising like islands 
upon it, or jutting forward into it like 
promontories. The violent rains of 
the night of the 2l8t and 22d supplied 
the feature of water to this varied land- 
scape, forming a glittering line in the 
distant plain. S.W. by S., as far as 
the eye could reach, is a range of 
mountains, in which the natives pointed 
out Mount Sinai. We were told it was 
at the distance of four days. They also 
reported “ Agaba,*’ an inhabited place 
on the Red Sea, as distant a day and 
a half from us ; and Malm on the hadj 
road one day off. A place which the 
Arabs call Gereye was likewise men- 
tioned as being four days to the east- 
ward, or S.E., where are very ex- 
tensive ruins. In front of our tent 
there was an ancient road. No remains 
can be traced of pavement, but merely 
two parallel lines of low, dry wall, set 
^ the distance of about 25 ft. apart. 

May 20. — We followed the road in 
its passage downwards to the S.W. for 
half an hour, when we reached another 
camp, 0ubject, in some measure, to our 
chieL We had passed over the sites 
of two others abandoned by the adverse 
party during the night. These sites 
are always distinguishable by the fires 
and bed-places of the Arabs ; the 
former are marked by little holes filled 
up with ashes, the latter by stones laid 
in oblong circles, with dried heath and 
dead boughs laid on them. 

An eminence, nearly S.W. of this 
last camp, commanded a view over 
Wady Mousa, bearing south; it seemed 
an inconsiderable village, in a low situa- 
tion, with a few fig-trees about it. Nebi 
Aaroon, andDibdebar, were also visible 
from this point, but we were admo- 
nished to go to the brow of the preci- 
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pice, only one at a time, and were 
afterwarda prohibited to do so at all. 
There were some very strange looking 
people in this camp, some of the men 
having long hair of a tawny colour, 
plaited in small plaits, very much in 
the Nubian manner, but without grease, 
and a handkerchief of a brown colour, 
instead of the usual gaudy stripes, con- 
fined, ill lieu of the plain cord, by a 
brown, flat band, worked in with 
patches of coloured woollen, and stand- 
ing up above the head. Their sandals, 
which, however, are not peculiar to 
them, as we had observed them in many 
other instances, are simple, having a 
thong coming up on each side of the 
foot from the sole, and another between 
the toes ; a single tie fastens them on. 
The women had a singular way of 
plaiting their braided hair across the 
forehead, which had the air of a formal 
wig. The female children had the same 
leathern aprons, ornamented with 
shells, &c., which are common in 
Nubia. 

From the break of day we had been 
apprised tliat the adverse party were 
fully prepared to stand to their word 
in opposing us ; that tliey had removed 
several of their camps, and that a large 
party of them had abandoned their 
village of Wady Mousa to occupy a 
height which commanded it. We could 
see the tents which they had pitched 
there, as the distance from our ad- 
vanced camp was very moderate: they 
had also moved their cattle with them. 
Messages, sometimes of persuasion, but 
oftener of defiance, were continually 
passing. A small detachment of the 
hostile party passed our tents, but re- 
fused to eat in them. They were suf- 
fered to go on unmolested. In the 
afternoon a large deputation arrived, 
Buflicient to fill the whole tent. A con- 
ference immediately commenced. The 
deputies never personally appealed to 
us ; but carried on the conversation 
with Abou Raschid only. It was in 
vain that the authority of the sultan, 
or of the pashas, was dwelt upon in our 
favour. ^ They got rid of the firmans, 
by insisting that they did not under- 
stond Turkish ; and when a boyourdi 
of Sail, pasha of Damascus, was placed 


in their hands, they said it was a fabri- 
cation of the Jews, who are the pasha's 
ministers. Not argument only, but 
even artifice and falsehood were em- 
ployed in our favour; our friend Abou 
Raschid asserting that we had with 
us a person on the part of Soliman, 
pasha of Acre, (our servant was the 
person whom he pointed out as such,) 
and a letter from the governor of Yaffa; 
which, although we might easily have 
procured it, wo were not provided with. 
The adverse party, in some of their 
conferences, insisted much on seeing 
something under the hand of the last- 
mentioned governor, whose recommen- 
dation, we have reason to think, would 
have gone farther in this country than 
that of any other person. It was, how- 
ever, in this instance only captiously 
asked for, on the presumption that we 
had it not to produce. 

Abou Raschid urged repeatedly, that 
in the event of their not complying, we 
could use our influence with the seve- 
ral pashas to cut oft* their communica- 
tion entirely, with Mahn, Gaza, and 
Egypt; and he insisted upon our taking 
down the names of the refractory chiefs, 
which were, Abou Zatoun (Father of 
the Olives), Sheikh of Wady Mousa, 
and commanding the Howetatt Arabs; 
Kali Phee, of the same place ; Lehad- 
diiieh Hinde, and the adherents of £bn 
Jarzee, although he, himself, was rather 
disposed to our side. Our champion 
advised ilS, in the presence of these 
people, to instigate Mahomed Ali to lay 
hands on some of them whenever they 
should come to trade at Cairo. These 
people said on their first coming, ‘‘ that 
we were very lucky in the protection 
of the chief who accompanied us, for 
otherwise we should never have re- 
turned.” They pretended to believe 
that we had a design of poisoning the 
water. 

In the evening there was a very 
violent thunder-storm ; and as all that 
could be said or threatened seemed to 
have no effect upon our opponents, 
and as there was neither food for us, 
nor forage for the horses in the tents, 
we returned, and slept at the same 
camp as on the preening night. It 
was the full of the moon, a dismal cold 



120 


A JOURNAL OF TRAVELS. 


[CTTAP. flf. 


lain came on, which, for the space of 
two or three hours, penetrated the co- 
vering of our tent, and until a trench 
was dug along the inside of the back 
curtain, it flowed in upon us from the 
high ground; the goats and sheep were 
continually encroaching, and at last 
even a cow walked in. 

May 21. — A thick fog prevailed, so 
that the opposite side of our camp was 
not visible. We heard very noisy coun- 
cils in the adjoining tents, and it was 
soon after announced to us, that “ war 
was positively determined on,” as the 
only alternative of our not being per- 
mitted to see what we had desired, and 
to drink of the water. Messengers 
were dispatched to the camps, under 
Abou Raschid’s influence, and to Sho- 
bek, to apprise them of the circum- 
stance, and to request immediate rein- 
forcements. The presence of Sheikh 
Yousouf and Sahlem was also required. 
A poor woman, in the other half of our 
tent, was looking over the partition with 
her child in her arms, shedding tears 
occasionally, and throwing in argu- 
ments of dissuasion. It was in vain 
that we agreed to give up Wady Mousa 
altogether, and declared that we had 
no desire to taste of the water. The 
antiquities, which are distant from the 
village, being the only object of our 
curiosity ; but our chief stood always 
to his point, and declared that we should 
not only sec the place, hut even bathe 
in the waters ; and, that if ihir means 
could not compass this, he had sworn 
to accomplish it by force. i 

The messages which arrived in the 
course of the morning from the opp(j- 
site party, were only a renewal of pro- 
testations and oaths against our enter- 
ing their territory ; and they even 
threw out menaces of cutting off oui 
return from the place where we then 
were. Thus situated, we could not but 
compare our case to that of the Israel- 
ites under Moses, when Edom refused 
to give them a passage through lier 
country.* The circumstance must 
likewise have occurred nearly in the 
same place, as the tomb of Aaron on 
Mount Horf was now before us. About 

* Numbers, xx. 14-22. 
t Ibid. 2&. 


mid-day, when the weather was some- 
what clearer, we perceived a number of 
armed men, some mounted, coming up 
the valley from the north-eastward. The 
Iiorsemen were Sheikhs Yousouf and 
Sahlem, with their own attendants, and 
some few others with lances. The in- 
fantry followed, with their matchlocks 
and muskets, to the amount of upwards 
of sixty. They drew up into something 
like a line near the camp, and ap- 
proached it shouting, the women an- 
swering with their usual screams of 
exultation from the tents, lee, lee, lee, 
lee, &c., for they wore not suffered to 
stand exposed in the way, and such as 
had come out were rudely warned 
back into their tents by the men. The 
Sheikhs of Kerek and Djebal were 
conducted, each by separate openings, 
into the camp, to the tents allotted to 
them. We found them dispirited and 
discomposed at what had happened, 
and at the consequences which were 
likely to ensue. They reminded us of 
their having dissuaded us from press- 
ing the matter any further at the camp 
where we had last parted ; and in their 
conferences with Abou Raschid, gave 
him such advice as might be expected 
from persons of their years. Old 
Yousouf, particularly, like Nestor in 
the Iliad, dwelt much upon what had 
passed in liis youth, and upon the 
wars in which he had engaged and had 
found reason, when b )0 late, to rei>ent 
of. He spoke with a great deal of grave 
action ; but his counsels had more 
effect vpon the rest of his audience, 
than on the spirited young Arab to 
whom they were addres8e<l, who con- 
tinued stanch in his detcrmiiuition of 
waging war, and could not be induced 
even to shift his ground so far as to 
confiiio his demands in our favour to 
the .sight of the antiquities only ; stre- 
nuously persisting that, as we had put 
oureelves under his protection, wo 
should go wherever he was pleased to 
carry us. 

A deputation arrived from tho 
enemy, and the old sheikhs tried every 
argument that experience could sug- 
gest to Induce them to permit us to go 
forward. They were denounced as 
rebels in the case of non-compliance, 
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and the consequences were painted in 
the strongest colours. No effect was 
produced by these conferences. Our 
party was continually gaining strength 
by armed persons dropping in from 
various directions until night. The re- 
inforcements were distributed amongst 
the different tents, and rations were 
refused to such as had not brought 
muskets or spears. The camp now 
began to assume a very warlike ap- 
pearance. The spears stuck in the 
sand, the saddled horses before the 
tents, with the arms hanging up within, 
altogether had an imposing effect.* 
Perceiving that such a concourse of 
strangers must impoverish the camp, 
we begged to be permitted to pay for 
our food and that of our horses, but 
Abou Raschid would not hear of it. 
All was freely ^iven to us, and our 
animals had abundance. 

One circumstance seemed to turn in 
our favour. Hindi, an Arab chief of 
very poor and ordinary appearance, 
and almost blind, was represented to 
us as a man of great power and influ- 
ence, who could command two thou- 
sand muskets : and though this was 
probably an exaggeration, yet from 
the effect which liis interference ap- 
pears to have had in the sequel, it 
seems probable that he was a chieftain 
of considerable power. He had been 
upon ill terms with Abou Raschid ; 
yet from the time of our first confer- 
ence with him at the advanced camp, 
he had seemed disposed to favour our 
vievvs, and to ilissuade the hostile party 
from their obstinate opposition. He 
professed great respect for the written 
orders of the Turkish government. 
On the other hand, it was said that 
there was a strong party among his 
adherents inclined to prevent his co- 
operation. However, towards the 
evening of this day, he made a solemn 
peace with our chief, and passed into 
the enemy’s quarters, with the inten- 
tion of bringing all his men to act in 
concert with Mahommed Abou Ras- 
chid, ill open war against them, in case 
of their persisting to oppose us. Some 

* “ And behold Saul lay sleeping within 
the trench, and Ins sx)ear stuck in the ground.” 
I Samuel, xviii. 0. 


communication was also made by 
letter, but in whose name we did not 
learn. The answer was expected, but 
did not arrive this night. Towards 
dark there went a rumour through- 
out the camp, that our opponents had 
given in, and that we should be at 
liberty on the morrow to go where we 
pleased. We laid down with this im- 
pression on our minds, and it was 
pretty general throughout the camp. 
Our chief seemed proud of matters 
having been brought to a favourable 
end so soon, and said exultingly, “that 
there were some who had the talent of 
carrying their point with saying very 
little, while others who made a great 
noise were obliged to give way, and 
behave like cattle.” 

The same dismal weather continued. 
About midnight there was a cry of 
thieves in the camp, and it was found 
that they were very quietly sitting at 
our fire ; but as there were some of 
our people not yet asleep, we lost 
nothing. In the morning we heard 
that two spies had also been detected 
in the camp, but it did not appear 
that any further measures had been 
pursued against them than their dis- 
missal. 

May 22. — The fog was thicker than 
ever. We were surprised to find that 
this iveathcr was not deemed unusual 
or out of season. It was now announced 
to us that the men of Wady Mousa did 
not adhefe to their agreement, but in 
the plainest terms had declared, “that 
they would •oppose us by main force, 
and that we should pay witli our lives 
for any attempt that we should make 
to advance within their limits.” It 
appeared that they had even thrown 
lip some sort of fortification about the 
•well. Upon our declaring that we did 
not wish matters to be pushed to ex- 
tremities, and would willingly confine 
our desires to the sight of the antiqui- 
ties only, Abou Raschid would hardly 
listen to the bearer of the message, 
and scarcely came to see us during the 
whole day. Armed reinforcements in 
small numbers were continually drop^ 
ping in. 

In this predicament we found our- 
selves on the morning of the 23rd. The 
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result of Hindi’s declaration was ex- 
pected with impatience, and almost 
every one seemed to think that it must 
have great weight with the enemy. 
We, however, heard that their party 
had also had an accession of two 
neighbouring tribes of Arabs who had 
declared ngiiinst us. To-day old You- 
souf was unusually eloquent in our 
favour, giving out that we were believ- 
ers in Mahommed, and that our only 
motive in wishing to advance was to | 
pay our devotions at Aaron’s tomb ; 
thus giving a very plausible turn to the 
motive of our journey. When asked if 
we w'ere of the true faith, he always 
replied “ they are English.” He reca- 
pitulated the list of the documents with 
which we were furnished ; roundly 
asserting that wc had recommenda- 
tions from Yaffa and Egypt, though he 
knew that we had them not, and he 
attached much importance to the pre- 
sence of our soldier and Tartar from 
Constantinople. He mentioned all the 
places we had visited in the country, 
particularly Palmyra and Szalt; adding 
that this was the first time we had been 
stopped. True to the character of an old 
chieftain, he dwelt again on the events 
of wars that had happened in his early 
days. His object was to carry matters 
by fair means, if possible, and to re- 
strain the impetuosity of Abou Rjis- 
chid, w'hom he warned of the usual 
effects of hasty measures, and, for the 
ffrst time, alluded to an old grudge 
which the people of Wady Mousa bore 
towards him, on account of the fate of 
thi^e or four of their fellow townsmen 
whom he had beheaded at Kerek. 
The tone, however, of old Yousouf was 
considerably changed, and he seemed 
not altogether so adverse to hostilities 
as he had hitherto been. He said, << 1,' 
too, could bring out the men of Kerek;” 
and he spoke of their numbers and 
courage, but he did not pledge himself 
to bring them out. 

In the course of this morning it had 
been discovered that one of trie ruins 
which we were in quest of was in sight 
from our mountain. It proved to be 
that which we called the palace; it 
was discernible through a narrow strait 
formed by two craggy cliffs, which 


[chap. VII. 

gave it a very picturesque appearance. 
By following the brow of the mountain, 
we gained a sight also of the theatre 
cut out of the rock, and of several of 
the tombs. Though they were at a 
considerable distance, we could make 
them out pi^etty well with the help of 
a spy-glass. This sight was a great 
encouragement to us, as it appeared 
possible to reach the spot without 
passing at all near the enemy’s quar- 
ters ; and we began to concert among 
ourselves somie means of getting there 
secretly in the night, should all other 
expedients fail. 

While we were deliberating oii this 
subject, we saw a great cavalcade 
entering onr camp from the south- 
ward. There were many mounted 
Arabs w'ith lances, and we observed 
that there were some amongst the 
horsemen who wore richer turbans, 
and of more gaudy colours, than is 
usual amongst Bedouins or peasants. 
As the procession advanced, several of 
Abou Raschid’s Arabs went out, and 
led the horses of the chiefs by the 
bridles into the camp. The whole 
procession alighted at the tent of our 
chief, and kissed his turban ; this was 
the signal of pacification. Peace was 
immediately proclaimed throughout 
the camp, and notice was given that 
the men bearing anus who had come 
from a distance, many of whom had 
joined us that very morning, were to 
return to their respective homes. 

Our late opponents were now willing 
to consefat to our setting out that after- 
noon, but by the general wish it was 
deferred until the next day. We heard 
music and singing in several of the 
tents. One of the chiefs of the party 
who had been adverse to us, came 
very shortly to pay us a visit ; amongst 
other things, he said in his excuse that 
he had misconceived the object of our 
journey, having supposed us French- 
men who came with a design of poison- 
ing the water. They dissembled the 
real motive of their change of conduct, 
which there can be little doubt was 
fear, and imputed their concessions 
entirely to their respect for the sultan 
and the pashas. To make the matter 
more formal, there came witli them a 
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person who was <in tlie employ of the 
Pasha of Damascus, with two attend- 
ants, to read and examine our papei*s. 
It proved, however, that he was wholly 
unacquainted with the Turkish lan- 
guage, and in consequence confined 
himself entirely to the boyourdees of 
the two pashas, which he declared to 
be satisfactory and sufficient, although, 
ju point of fact, they were altogether 
foreign to the question, being addressed 
to persons and places in quite a diffe- 
rent part of the country. This man, 
in recompense for this favourable deci- 
sion, attempted in the coui*se of the 
evening to lay claim to some remune- 
ration, but Yousouf fought off his 
pretensions, by asserting, that for his 
own part he had not seen the colour of 
our gold, which was so far true, that the 
four hundred piastres were deposited 


in the hands of the Greek priest at 
Kerek. 

In the evening we w'ere visited by 
Abou Raschid, who was iu high spirits ; 
the weather had been considerably 
clearer, but it was still much colder 
than might have been expected at this 
season of the year. During the day 
we had explored the high land to the 
eastward of the camp, and found it 
covered, upon both its sides and on its 
summit, with lines of dry wall, and 
solid masses of masonry. These walls 
appeared to have inclosed cultivated 
grounds : the solid ruins seemed to be 
only the remains of towers for watch- 
ing in harvest and vintage time. The 
whole neighbourhood of this spot bears 
similar traces of former industry, all 
which seem to indicate the vicinity of 
a great metropolis. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

Wady Mousji — Encampment of the Inhabitants — The Necropolis of Petra — Remarkable 
Tombs — N’arrowncss of the Valley— Description of the Architecture— Romantic Pass — 
Representation of an Altar— Scone of the Murder of thirty IMlgrims— Course of the 
Stream — Magniticent Temple— Singular appeamnee of the Rocks — Ancient Authors on 
Petra — Huildings in the Valley— Houses — Tombs — Visit to the Tomb of Aaron— View 
from the summit— Strange liberality of the Natives— Compelled to tpiit Petra— Parting 
with Abou Uaschid — Locusts — Wady-cl-Ahsa — Kerek — Mountains of the Pranks — Start 
for the Dea<l Sea — The Ghorneys — The Oskar phint — The Dead Sea — Salt on its Shores — 
Lumps of Nitre and Sulphur — Absence of living Creatures — Scene in Ismayel’s Tent- 
Optical illusion — Wady Modjeh — Country of the Amorites — Mayn — Visit to the Hot 
.Springs — A Va])Our Rath — Ehn Fayes — His violent threat— The Pools of Heshbon — 
Palace of I lircanus— Parting from Yousouf— His chafketer — Djerash— The Valley of the 
Jordan — Til)erias — Acre — Observations on the Character and Customs of the Arabs — 
ArriviU at Constantinople. ^ 

The morning of the 24th May was ! obstructed by huge masses of sand- 
less unfiivourablc than tliose which stone that had rolled down from above, 
had preceded it. Soon after sun-rise that it was obvious a very small force 
we set out from the camp ; we were would be capable of bolding it against 
in all about fifty persons, including the a great superiority of numbers. To- 
deputation from Wady Mousa and the nvards the lower extremity of this pass 
men of Damascus, who had passed the the path branched off into t>vo roads ; 
night in the tents of our chief. The | it had previously been whispered to 
first part of our road was that by us by our chief, that, without seeming 
which we went to the advanced camp to take any notice, we should let the 
on the 20th ; but before we reached men of Wady Mousa go tlieir way, 
that spot we turned off in an E.S.E. while we should follow one of his men, 
direction, constantly descending. We who would go forward and guide us in 
then passed into a rocky and steep a different direction. When we reached 
defile, where the footing is extremely the point of separation, the others, not 
bad, and the passage so completely being apprised of this determination, 
commanded from the sides, and so said all they could to induce Abou 
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Kaschid to ascend to their tents, and 
even came to high words with him, 
but they could not prevail, he having 
sworn an oath, that neither we nor 
himself should eat or drink at their 
expense, or within the limits of their 
territory. Some few followed us for a 
time, hoping to persuade us to turn 
back with them, but before we reached 
the valley of Wady Mousa they had all 
withdrawn. 

The defile brought us directly down 
into this valley, the name of which had 
become so familiar to us ; it is, at the 
point where we entered it, stony but 
cultivated, of moderate size, without 
much character or beauty, and runs 
from E. to W. A lesser hollow, slop- 
ing down to it from the southward, 
meets it at an angle ; at the upper end 
of the latter valley is the village, seen 
over stages of hanging fruit-grounds 
and gardens, which are watered by a 
rivulet. At the point of junction of 
these valleys a spring issues from the 
rock and forms a brook, into which tlie 
rivulet flows : to this Abou Raschid 
pointed, with a look of exultation, 
observing, “ there is the water about 
wdiich there has been so much conten- 
tion and dispute.” It flows towards 
the westward, and is, in point of fact, 
the head of the stream which Pliny has 
dignified with the name of a river. 
We approached no nearer to the village 
than this point, but as the distance did 
not exceed a quarter of a mile, we 
could plainly perceive that there was 
.nothing ancient there ; tlipt the houses 
were mean and ragged, and not more 
than forty or fifty in number. On the 
summit of a broad, green hill, rising 
above it, we could not only distinguish 
the large encampment to which the 
inhabitants had retired on the night of- 
the 20th, but could plainly see them 
collected in great numbers on the brow 
looking down at and watching us. 

Some hundred yards below this 
spring begin the out-skirts of the vast 
Necropolis of Petra. Many door-ways 
are visible, upon different levels, cut 
in the side of the mountain, which to- 
wards this part begins to assume a 
more rugged aspect; the most remark- 
able tombs stand near the road, which 


follows the course of the brook. The 
first of these is on the right Iiand, and 
is cut in a mass of whitish rock, \vhich 
is ill some measure insulated and de- 
tached from the general range. Tho 
centre represents the front of a square 
tower, with pilasters at the corner, and 
with several successive bands of frieze 
and entablature above; two low wings 
project from it at right angles, and 
present ‘ each of them a recess, in tho 
manner of a portico, in which are two 
columns, whose capitals have an affinity 
with the Doric order, between corre- 
sponding antic ; there are, however, 
no triglyphs above. Three sid^s of a 
square area are thus inclosed ; tho 
fourth has been shut in by a low wall 
and two colossal lions on either side of 
the entrance, all much decayed. The 
interior has been a jdace of scpultiiro 
for several bodies. On the front arc 
!Ut little niches and hollow.s, as if for 
the reception of votive offerings. Fur- 
ther on, upon the left, is a wi(Ie facade 
of rather a low proportion, loaded with 
ornaments in the Roman style, but in 
a bad taste, with an infinity of broken 
lines and unnecessary angles and pro- 
jections, and multiplied pediments and 
half pediments, and pedestals set upon 
columns that support nothing. It has 
more the air of a fantastical scene in 
a theatre than an architectural work 
in stone; and for uuineaiiing richness, 
and littleness of conception, might, as 
Mr. Baiikes observed, have been tho 
work of fioromini himself, whose style 
t exaeVy resembles, and carries to the 
extreme. This remark is aj)plicablc, 
more or less, to every specimen of 
Roman design at Petra. The door- 
way has triglyi)lis over the entabla- 
ture, and flowers in the metopes. The 
chamber within is not so large as the 
5xterior led us to expect ; it has a 
broad, raised platform round three 
sides, on which bodies were probably 
disposed. Immediately over this front 
is another of almost equal extent, but 
so wholly distinct from it, that even 
the centres do not correspond ; the 
door-way has the same ornaments. 
The rest of tho body of tho design is 
no more than a plain front, without 
any other decoration than a single 
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moulding. Upon this are set, in a 
recess, four tall and taper pyramids ; 
the effect is singular and surprising, 
but they combine too little with the 
rest of the elevation for it to be good. 
Uur attention was the more attracted 
by this monument, as it presents, per- 
haps, the only existing example of 
jiyramids so applied, Chough we read 
of them as placed in a similar manner 
on the summit of the tomb of the 
Maccabees, and of the Queen of Adia- 
bajne, both in the neighbouring pro- 
vince of Palestine. The interior of 
the mausoleum is of moderate size, 
with two sepulchral recesses upon each 
side, and one in form of an arched 
alcove at the upper end ; a flight of 
8tiii)s loads up to the narrow terrace 
upon Avhich it opens. 

The sides of the valley were now 
becoming very precipitous and rugged, 
and approaching nearer and nearer to 
each other, so that it might rather 
deserve the name of a ravine, with 
high detached masses of rock standing 
up here and there in the open space. 
Of these the architects had availed 
themselves. In some instances large 
and lofty towers are represented in 
relievo on the lower part of the pre- 
cipice, and the. live rock is cut down 
oil all sides, so as to make the resem- 
blance complete. The greater number 
of them face the high road, but there 
are others which stand back in the 
wild nooks an<l recesses of the moun- 
tain. All seemed to have been sepul- 
cliral, and it was here that •we first 
observed a species of architecture that 
is, pei'haps, to be found nowhere else. 

To erect quadrangular towers for 
sepulchres, seems to have been the 
fashion in several inland districts of 
the east ; they abound at Palmyra, 
and are seen in the valley of Jehosha- 
phat near Jerusalem, &c. : but the 
details and ornaments of these univer- 
sally betray an imitation of Roman 
architecture, whilst at Petra they bear 
all the marks of a peculiar and indi*« 
genous style ; their sides have geue- 
I’ally a slight degree of that inclination 
inwards, which is one of the charac- 
teristics of Egyptian edifices, and they 
sire surmounted by the Egyptian torus | 


and concave frieze. A very remark- 
able superstructure rises above as a 
parapet. Two corresponding flights of 
four or six steps are represented in 
relievo, ascending in opposite direc- 
tions, from two points near the centre; 
they are connected together by a hori- 
zontal line drawn between the upper- 
most steps. At the angles are pilas- 
ters, which in many instances have a 
considerable diminution upwards; the 
capital is very peculiar, and appears 
like the rough draft of an unfinished 
Ionic capital as it comes from the 
quarry. It is, however, almost uni- 
versal on these tombs, and may be 
called the Arabian order of architec- 
ture. An entablature aud frieze, little 
differing from the Ionic or Corinthian, 
rests upon these pilasters ; above that 
is a blank space, in the nature of a low 
attic, which is surmounted by the 
Egyptian torus and frieze, bearing the 
superstructure which I have described. 
There is one single example, near the 
theatre, of an upper door-way ; it opens 
into this attic, to which there is no 
visible access; there may possibly, 
however, be some stairs in the interior; 
the lower door-way being unluckily 
choked up, we could not ascertain 
this. In some instances there are as 
many as four pilasters in the front, 
which are rounded instead of being 
angular. The part least peculiar in 
the details of these Arabian elevations, 
is the decorations of the door-ways, 
which have in many instances a pedi- 
ment not distinguishable from those 
of Roman buildings, and in others a 
plain horizontal architrave with the 
same sort of mouldings. It is remark- 
able, that in very many instances the 
whole frame and ornament of the door 
has been of separate pieces, and grafted 
on upon the solid rock. Sometimes 
thero are cavities for pegs or rivets, 
which would seem to have fastened 
decorations in metal or in wood ; in 
others they seem to have been of mar- 
ble or some fine sort of stone, let into 
grooves, which shew, in the hollow, 
their exact form. We were at a loss 
to account for the apparent conformity 
of this single portion of the building 
to the rules of the Greek and Roman 



126 


A JOURNAL OF TRAVELS. 


[chap. viir. 


architecture ; it seems too strong to 
be accidental ; and if we suppose the 
imitation to have taken place so far 
back as the firat Macedonian expe- 
dition into this country, it will stih 
make the tombs more recent, by many 
ages, than it is pi*obable that many of 
them really are ; since, from the days 
of Rekem, King of the Midianites, who 
passes for the founder of Petra, to those 
r»f Alexander the Great, there must 
have been a long line of kings, and 
these raonarchs probably had exca- 
vated tombs. Yet if this form of the 
door-ways be considered sufficient to 
prove them decidedly posterior to that 
period, it Is so general, that few, if any of 
the larger sort will remain forthat early 
dynasty. If we bring them still later, 
and suppose them a Roman innova- 
tion, the difficulty is increased, because 
we must then believe a much greater 
lapse of ages to have passed in a 
flourishing kingdom, without any con- 
siderable monuments, although archi- 
tecture was not unknown. It is pos- 
sible such of the door frames as were 
not cut in the solid rock, may have 
been added afterwards, but this does 
not appear very probable, nor does it 
entirely remove the difficulty ; espe- 
cially, as in some instances in the 
higher parts of the design, broad bands 
seem to have been attached in a simi- 
lar manner, which very probably bore 
inscriptions. 

It is surprising, amongst sufch a mul- 
titude of tombs, to find so few with any 
inscription recording for whom they 
wei*e constructed. We only met with 
two instances ; one was on the tomb, 
near the theatre already described ; 
it is much mutilated; the other, which 
we copied, is on the left hand side of 
the track leading towards Dibdehar, 
on a large froilt of pure Arabian design, 
with four attached columns. In this 
monument, the architect, from failure, 
or a defective vein in the sand-stone, 
has been obliged to carry up th^ lower 
part in. masonry, so as to meet the 
upper, which is sculptured on the face 
of the mountain; in this part, also, there 
were flaws, and pieces have been let 
in to make up what was defective ; 
these last remain, but the whole sub- 


structure has disappeared entirely, and 
the upper part is left hanging from the 
I’ock above, without any base what- 
ever. This is not the only proof that 
is to be found, among the remains at 
Petra, that those wlio wrought on the 
rock, contrary to the necessary practice 
of builders, began tlieir work at the 
top. To return to the inscription ; it 
is upon an oblong tablet, without frame 
or I’elief, but is distinguished from the 
rest of the surface by being more deli- 
cately wrought ; there project, from 
each of its ends, those wings in form 
of the blade of an axe, which are com- 
mon both in the Roman and GrecK tab- 
lets, and which would seem to have been 
intended originally to receive screws 
or fastenings, without encroaching on 
the part inscribed. Although the whole 
tablet is in the solid rock, there is upon 
each side a stain of metal caused by 
studs of bronze driven in, to give the 
whole tablet the appearance of a sepa- 
rate piece. The letters are well cut, 
and in a wonderful state of preserva- 
tion, owing to the shelter which tliey 
receive from the projection of cornices, 
and an eastern aspect. None of our 
party had ever seen these characters be- 
fore, excepting Mr. Bankes, who, upon 
comparing them, fountl them to be ex- 
actly similar to those which lie Iiad 
seen scratched on the rocks in the 
Wady Makootub, and about the foot of 
Mount Sinai. He subsequently found 
a passage in Diodorus Siculus, whei’ein 
be speaks of a letter written by the Na- 
bathmi tof Petra, to Antigonus, in the 
Syriac character ; though this, per- 
haps, is no proof that the Syriac was 
*11 use with them, since they may have 
chosen that language only, as more 
Familiar to the court they were ad- 
Iressing. The tablet has five long 
lines, and immediately underneatli a 
single figure of a larger size, proba- 
bly the date ; the same occurs at the 
bottom of the Hebx’ew characters on 
the tomb of Aaron. The interior of 
the tomb on which this tablet is placed, 
has two chambei’S, with recesses for 
bodies, but no peculiarity worthy of 
notice ; the front is crowned with a 
double flight of steps in the usual form. 
In many instances, in lieu of two flights 
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diverging from each other, they are 
brought to meet in the form of pyra- 
mids, being reduced to a much smaller 
scale, and repeated in the manner of 
battlements, to the number of three, 
or five, with the half of one at each 
extremity. 

We have preferred collecting into 
one view, the most remarkable features 
of these tombs, before we advance 
further, without confining ourselves 
strictly to those which are met with in 
the aj)proach from Wady Mousa to the 
city, in order to generalise the descrip- 
tion, and avoid interrupting the narra- 
tivc by alluding to them as they present 
themselves, which they do, not only in 
every avenue to the city, and upon 
every precipice that surrounds it, but 
even intermixed almost promiscuously 
with its public and domestic edifices. 
As we advanced towards the eastern 
approach to Petra, the natural features 
of the defile grew more and more im- 
posing at every step, and the excava- 
tions and sculpture more frequent on 
both sides, till it becomes at last a con- 
tinued street of tombs, beyond which 
the rocks gradually approaching each 
other, seemed all at once to close with- 
out any outlet. There is, however, one 
frightful chasm /or the passage of the 
stream, which furnishes, as it did 
anciently, the only access to Petra on 
this side. It is impossiblo to conceive 
anything more awful or sublime than 
such an approach ; the width is not 
more than just sufficient for the passage 
of two horsemen abreast, the sWes are 
in all parts perpendicular, varying from 
four hundred to seven hundred feet in 
height, and they often overhang to such 
a degree, that without their absolutely 
meeting, the sky is intercepted, and 
Completely shut out for one hundred 
yards together, and there is little more 
light than in a cavern. 

The screaming of the eagles, hawks, 
and owls, who were soaring above our 
heads in considerable numbers, seem- 
higly annoyed at any one approaching 
their lonely habitation, added much to 
the singularity of this scene. The taina- 
risk, the wild fig, and the oleander, 
grow luxuriantly about the road, reft- 
deruig the passage often difficult ; in 


some places they hang dow'n most 
beautifully from the clifis and crevices 
where they have taken root ; the caper 
plant was also in luxuriant growth. 

Very near the entrance into this ra 
mantic pass, a bold arch is thrown 
across at a great height, connecting 
the opposite sides of the cliff. Whether 
this was part of an upper road upon 
the summit of the mountain, or whether 
it be a portion of an aqueduct, which 
seems less probable, we liad no oppor- 
tunity of examining ; but as the tra- 
veller passes under it, its appearance 
is most surprising, hanging thus above 
his head betwixt two rugged masses, 
apparently inaccessible. Immediately 
under it are sculptured niches in the 
rock, destined probably for statues ; 
and we suspect that on careful inspec- 
tion inscriptions might be found there; 
but the position in which they are 
dewed is disadvantageous, and the 
height so great, that it would require 
a good glass to distinguish them. Far- 
ther down, upon a much lower level, 
there is an object frequently repeated 
in sculpture along the road side, which 
wo were at a loss to understand. An 
altar is represented in a niche, upon 
which is set a mass of a lumpish form, 
sometimes square, and sometimes 
curved in its outline, and rising to a 
sharper or obtuser cone ; in one in- 
stance, three of them are placed to- 
gether in one niche. It may possibly 
be a representation of the god Termi- 
nus, or perhaps one of the stones which 
were objects of worship amengst the 
Arabs, down to the time of the coming 
of Mahomed. The number of these 
representations on the face of the rock 
is very considerable; in some instances 
there are many, almost contiguous, 
Vith Greek inscriptions on them, all 
of which are too much defaced to ex- 
plain their object. The ravine, without 
changing its general direction, presents 
BO many elbows and windings in its 
course, that the eye can seldom pene- 
ti'ate forward beyond a few paces, and 
is often puzzled to distinguish in what 
direction the passage will open, so 
completely does it appear obstructed. 
The exact spot was not pointed out to 
us, but it is somewhere amidst these 
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natural horroi's, that upwards of thirty 
pilgrims from Barbary were murdered 
last year, on their return from Mecca, 
by the men of Wady Mousa. 'rhe cloak 
of one of them was afterwards offered 
to us for sale, at Ii>seyra, and one of 
their watches at Zaphoely. Salvator 
Rosa never conceived so savage and 
suitable a haunt for banditti. The 
brook has disappeared beneath the soil 
from the dryness of the season, but tin 
manner it wliich its occasional over- 
flowings have broken up the antique 
pavement, and the slippery passes 
which the running of the waters have 
made, by polishing the rock where it 
had been cut away to form the road, 
sufficiently prove the necessity of pro- 
viding another course for its waters. 
A trough, carried along near the foot 
of the precipice upon the left hand side, 
was destined to confine the water, and 
to convey it upon a raised level to the 
city. At a considerable distance down 
the ravine, this water-course crosses 
over to the opposite side ; and towards 
its extremity may bo traced, passing 
along at a great height in earthen pipes, 
bedded, and secured with mortar, in 
horizontal grooves cut in the face of 
the rock, and even across the archi- 
tectural fronts of some of the tombs, 
which make it probable that it is of a 
later date. 

We proceeded along this narrow 
passage for nearly two miles, the sides 
increasing in height as the path con- 
tinually descended, while the tops of 
the precipices retained »an uniform 
level. Where they are at the highest, 
a beain of stronger light breaks in at 
the close of the dark perspective, and 
opens to view, half seen at first 
through the tall, narrow opening, 
columns, statues, and cornices, of a 
light and finished style, and looking as 
if fresh from the chisel, without the 
tints or weather stains of age, and 
executed in a stone of a pale rose 
colour. At the moment we came in 
sight, of them, they were ^llumined 
with the full light of the morning sun. 
The dark green of the shrubs that 
grow in this perpetual shade, and the 
sombre appearance of the passage from 
whence we were just issuing, formed a 


fine contrast' with the glowing colour 
of the edifice. We know not what to 
compare this scene with ; perhaps 
there is nothing in the world that 
resembles it. Only a portion of a very 
extensive architectural elevation is 
seen at first; but it Inis been so con- 
trived that a statue with expanded 
wings, perhaps of Victory, just fill 
the centre of the aj)crture in front, 
which being closed below by the sides 
of the rock folding over each other, 
gives to the figure the appearance of 
being suspended in the air at a con- 
siderable height ; the riigge-hiess of 
the cliffs below setting off the sculp- 
ture to the highest advantage. The 
rest of the design opened gradually at 
every pace as* we advanced, till the 
narrow defile which had continued 
thus far, without any increase of 
breadth, spreads on both sides into 
an open area of a moderate size, whose 
sides are, by nature inaccessible, and 
present the same awful and romantic 
features as the avenues which lead to 
it : this opening gives admission to a 
great body of light from the eastward. 
The position is one of the most beau- 
tiful that could be imagined for the 
front of a great temple; and the rich- 
ness and exquisite finish of the decora- 
tions ofter a most remarkable contrast 
to the savage scenery which sur- 
rounds it. 

It is very lofty, the elevation com- 
prising two stories. In sonic respects 
the taste is not to be commended; but 
many ujf the details and ornaments, 
and the size and proportion of the 
great door-way especially, to wliich 
there are five steps of ascent from the 
portico, are very noble. No part is 
built, the whole being purely a work 
of excavation ; and its minutest em- 
bellishments, wherever the hand of 
mail has not purposely effaced and 
obliterated them, are so perfect, that 
it may be doubted whether any work 
of the ancients, excepting, perhaps, 
some on the banks of the Nile, have 
come down to our time so little injurea 
by the lapse of ages. There is, in fact, 
scarcely a building of forty years' 
standing in England, so well preserved 
in the greater part of its architectural 
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decorations. Of the larger portions 
of the architecture, nothing is deficient 
excepting a single column of the por- 
tico ; the statues are numerous and 
colossal. Those on either side of the 
portico represent, in groups, a centaur 
and a young man. This part of the 
work only is imperfect, having been 
mutilated, probably by the fanaticism 
of early Christians, or Mussulmen, 
directed against idolatry, and particu- 
larly against images in the human 
form. In the upper tier the figures 
are females; two are winged, and two 
appear to be dancing, with some in- 
struments lifted above their heads, of 
which that on the left hand seems to 
be the Amazonian bipennis. Unfor- 
tunately, the centre figure, which was 
fioubtlcss the principal one, is much 
(lefaced; and there is nothing in the 
ornaments that could enable us to 
di.scover to what divinity the temple 
has been dedicated. The principal 
chamber of the interior is large and 
remarkably lofty, but quite plain, with 
the exception of the door-frames and 
architraves, of which there are three, 
one at the farther end, and one at 
each side, all opening into small plain 
culis. There is also a lateral chainbei; 
on each side, of a rude form, opening 
from the portico. The centre of the 
superstructure, which comprises the 
second story, is a circular elevation 
surrounded by columns, with a dome 
surmounted by an urn. This urn has 
not failed to excite the covetousness of 
the natives. We heard of it, Jeru- 
salem, as the deposit of a vast trea- 
sure, “ Ilasnah-el-Faraoun” (Treasure 
of Pharoah ; and that it has been 
repeatedly fired at is proved by the 
marks of bullets in the stone. No 
one, however, seems to have succeeded 
in reaching it by climbing, which 
would, indeed, be a difficult task. The 
green stains on either side would lead 
to the supposition that the handles 
had been of bronze. One of the per- 
forations, caused by a musket-ball, 
would seem to prove that the urn is 
hollow. Above the monument the face 
of the rock is left over-hanging, and it 
to this that the excellent preserva- 
tion of its details is to bo ascribed. 


The half-pediments, which terminate 
the wings of the building, are finished 
at the top with eagles, which, com- 
bined with a style of architecture dif- 
fering little from the Roman, can leave 
no doubt that this great effort of art 
is posterior to the time of Trajan’s 
conquest. 

Some of the heights, whose steep 
sides inclose the area in front of the 
temple, are rendered accessible, though 
with great difficulty, by flights of steps 
cut in them. We found the ascent, 
in some instances, so steep and slip- 
pery that we were obliged to take off 
our shoes, and to use our hands nearly 
as much as we did our feet. Some 
small pyramids hewn out of the rock 
are on the summit of these heights ; 
and we discovered a much higher 
conical point of mountain, to whose 
summit there is a regular spiral stair- 
case cut with great care and neatness; 
‘t is the same peak, possibly, as that 
on which we saw, from another point 
of view, a single pillar, or obelisk. 
We first observed, also, from the 
heights above the temple, the great 
vase which crowns another monument 
to the N.W. 

The wide space which constitutes 
the area before the temple is about 
50 yards in width, and about three 
times as long. It terminates to tlie 
south in a wild precipitous cliff, ren- 
dered accessible by the steps above- 
mentioned to the N.N.W. The defile 
assumes, for about 300 yards, the 
same fcatui^es which characterise the 
eastern approach, with an . infinite 
variety of tombs, both Arabian and 
Roman, on either side. This pass 
conducts to the theatre, and here the 
ruins of the city burst on the view in 
^heir full grandeur, shut in on the 
opposite side by baiTen, craggy preci- 
pices, from which numei*ous ravine.s 
and valleys like those we bad passed, 
branch out in all directions. The 
sides of the mountains, covered with 
an endless variety of excavated tombs 
and private dwellings,* presented al- 
together the most singular scene we 
ever beheld ; and we despair of being 

> “O thou that dwellest in the clefts of the 
rock ! '* Jer. xlix. 10*. 


K 
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able to give the reader an idea of the 
singular effect of rocks, tinted with 
most extraordinary hues, whose sum- 
mits present us with Nature in her 
most savage and romantic form, whilst 
their bases are worked out in all the 
symmetry and regularity of art, w:th 
colonnades and pediments, and ranges 
of corridors sculptured on the pei’pen- 
dicular surface. 

The short notice of Petra, by Pliny, 
is as follows : “ The Nabatiei inhabit 
a city called Peti-a, in a hollow some- 
what less than two miles in circum- 
ference, surrounded by inaccessible 
mountains, with a stream running 
through it. It is distant from the town 
of Gaza, on the coast, six hundred 
miles; and from the Persian Gulf one 
hundred and twenty-two.” Book vi. c. 
28, Strabo says, “The capital of the 
Nabatmi is called Petra; it lies in a spot 
which is in itself level and plain, but 
fortified all round with a barrier of 
rocks and precipices, within, furnished 
with springs of excellent quality for 
the siijiply of water and the irrigation 
of gardens ; without the circuit, the 
country is in a great measure desert, 
and especially towards Judea. Jericho 
is at the distance of three or four 
days.” He adds, that one of the royal 
lineage always resided at Petra, and 
had a sort of counsellor attached to 
him who was entitled his brother ; he 
describes their laws and customs. 

It will be seen that thes^ two an- 
cient geographers, in characterising 
the position of the city, not only agree 
with one another, but are sufficiently 
correct in their statements ; though, 
strictly speaking, the situation can 
neither be called a valley with Pliny, 
nor a plain wdth Strabo ; yet it is cer- 
tainly both low in position and level 
in surface, when compared with the 
crags and precipices that surround it. 
It is an area in the bosom of a moun- 
tain, swelliug into mounds and inter- 
sected with gullies ; but the whole 
ground is of such a nature as may 
be conveniently built upon, and has 
neither ascent nor descent inconve- 
niently steep, Within the actual circuit 
of the city there are two mounds, 
which seem to have been eutii-ely 


covered with buildings, being still 
strewed over wdth a prodigious quantity 
of loose stones, tiles, and fragments of 
ancient ware, of a very light and deli- 
cate fabric. The bed of the river, 
taking its course to the N.W., flows 
between these two spots; the water 
has now sunk beneath the surface, .and 
perhaps creeps through the rubbish 
which ages have accumulated in its 
bed ; great part of it seems to liave 
been arched over in the same manner 
as the stream at Philadelphia. Some 
of the principal edifices seem to have 
been on tlie low ground at the left 
bank of the stream. The first, to the 
N.W. from the theatre, was an arch- 
way of a very florid architecture, with 
pilasters, having panels enriched with 
foliage, in the manner of Palmyra : 
the whole is much ruined. This arch 
was the introduction to a great pile of 
building, standing nearly at right angles 
to it. The building had a door on one 
side ; on the three others, it w as deco- 
rated with a frieze of triglyphs, and 
large flowers in the metopes. Beams 
of wood arc let in, at intervals, be- 
tween the courses of the masonry, and 
continue, to this day, a strong proof 
of the dryness of the climate. The 
front had a portico of four columns. 
This part is much fallen into ruins. 
The interior of the edifice was divided 
into three parallel chambers, and there 
seem to liave been several stories. 
This interior arrangement made us 
suspect that it w'as not a temple, but 
rather ’i palace or some private edifice. 
Whatever may have been its nature, 
it seems to have been intended for the 
same purpose as the ruined building 
at “Bait-el-Carm,” which wo afterwards 
saw from our camp above Dibdebar, 
and which is the only considerable 
work of masonry existing at Petra. 
Upon the summit of the otlu’r mound 
there is a mass of ruins of some soli- 
dity, but no very definite sliape. The 
Nubian geographer says that the 
houses of Petra were excavated in the 
rock ; now, that this was not univer- 
sally true is evident, from the great 
quantity of stones employed for the 
lesser kind of edifices, which arc scat- 
tered over the whole site ; but it is 



PETRA AND THE DEAD SEA. 


131 


CHAP. VIII. 


also true, that there are grottoes in 
great numbers, which were certainly 
not sepulchral, especially near the 
j)alace; there is one in particular which 
presents a front of four windows, with 
a large and lofty door- way in the centre. 
I n the interior, one chamber of about 
(10 ft. in length, and of a breadth pro- 
portioned, extends across three of the 
windows and the door ; at the lower 
end, the fourth window seems allotted 
to a very small sleeping chamber, 
which is not brought down to the level 
of the floor of the great apartment, 
l)ut has a chamber below it of the 
same size, receiving no light but from 
the entrance. This, which seems the 
most important of all the excavated 
residences, lias no ornament whatever 
on the exterior; and the same observ- 
ation applies to all the other excava- 
tions of this nature. The access to 
this house is by a shelf gained out of 
the side of the mountain ;* other in- 
ferior habitations open upon it, and 
more particularly an oven, and some 
cisterns. These antique dwellings are 
close to an angle of the mountain, 
where the bed of the stream, after 
having traversed the city, passes again 
into a narrow defile, along steep sides 
of which a sort of excavated suburb is 
continued, of Very small and mean 
chambers, set one above another, with- 
out much regularity, like so many 
pigeon-holes in the rock, with flights 
of steps or narrow inclined planes 
leading up to them. The main wall 
and ceiling only of some wer^ in the 
solid rock ; the fronts and partitions 
being built of very indifferent masonry 
with cement. 

Following this defile farther down, 
the river re-appears, flow ing with con- 
siderable rapidity. Though the water 
is plentiful, it is with difficulty that its 
course can be followed, from the luxu- 
riance of the shrubs that surround it, 
obstructing every track. Besides the 
oleander, which is common to all the 
water-courses in the country, one may 
recognise among tho plants which ' 
choke this valley, some which are 

* “ TTo that lioweth him out a sepulchre on 
oigh, aud th.'it graveth au liahitutiun forlihU' 
self m u rock.” Isaiah, xxii. 1(J. 


probably the descendants of those that 
adorned the gardens and supplied the 
market of the capital of Arabia ; the 
carob, fig, mulberry, vine, and pome- 
granate line the river side; a very 
beautiful species of aloe also grow’s iu 
this valley, bcaringa flower of an oi*ange 
hue, shaded to scarlet ; in some in- 
stances it had upwards of one hundi’ed 
blossoms in a bunch. 

Amongst the niches for votive offer- 
ings in the mountain's side, some of 
which are cut to the li eight of 30 ft., 
are pyramids and obelisks; anrl in one 
instance there is an altar between two 
palm trees. The position of the theatre 
has been mentioned ; it is the first 
object which presents itself to the 
traveller on entering Petra from the 
eastward. It is eiitirel}^ hewn out of 
the rock ; the diameter of the podium 
is 120 ft., the number of scats thirty- 
three, and of the cuiiii three. There 
was no break, and consequently no 
vomitories. The scene, unfortunately, 
was built, and not excavated ; the 
whole is fallen, and the bases of four 
columns only remain on its interior 
face. The theatre is surrounded by 
sepulchres ; every avenue leading to 
it is full of them, and one may safely 
say, that a hundred of tho.se of the 
largest dimensions arc visiblo from it; 
indeed, throughout almost every quar- 
ter of this metropolis, the depositories 
of tho dead must have presented them- 
selves constantly to the eyes of the 
inhabitants, and have almost out- 
mmbered ^le habitations of the living. 
There is a long line of them not far 
from tho theatre, at such an angle as 
not to bo comj)rehended iu the view 
from it, but forming a principal object 
from the city itself. 

The largest of the sepulchres had 
originally three stories, of which the 
lowest presented four portals, with 
large columns set between them ; and 
the second and third,, a row of eigfr 
teen Ionic columns each, attached U 
the fa 5 ade. The rock being insuffi- 
cient lor the total elevation, a part of 
tho story was grafted on in masonry, 
arid is for the most part fallen away. 
The four portals of the basement open 
into as many chambers, very dissimi- 
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lar, both in distribution and arrange- 
ments, but all sepulchral, and without 
any conimuiiicatioii Avith each other. 
Tu one Avere three recesses, which seem 
to have been ornamented with marble, 
or some otlicr extraneous material. 
Almost contiguous to this extensive 
i'roiit, is another somewhat smaller but 
equally rich, the design of Avhich has 
a great analogy, especially in the cir- 
cumstance of the half pediment and 
the circular lantern in the centre, to 
the beautiful temple of the eastern 
approach. Though a general symme- 
try pervades this piece of architecture, 
yet til ere are irregularities observable 
in its doors and AviiidoAvs, which may 
be explained by the circumstance of 
their opening into apartments no way 
connected with each other, and in- 
tended apparently for different fami- 
lies. A little further to the S.E., an 
area is gained upon the slope of the 
mountain by excavating it, so as to 
form three sides of a square. Two of 
these have been formed into Doric 
porticoes. Tlic third, which is the 
loftiest, being that which abuts against 
the body of the mountain, is occupied 
by a lofty front, decorat<^*d Avith four 
columns of the same <u*der, but with- 
out triglyphs. A pediment surmounts 
the frieze, .supporting an urn, in all 
respects similar to that on the temple 
at the eastern approach. A doorway 
Avith a AvindoAv over it, fills the centre, 
and there are tliree Avindows in the 
attic, the centre one of Avhich exhibits 
two half-length figures in hjisso-relievo. 
In tlie approach to this tomb there 
were arched substructions of great 
extent, noAv fallen into ruins. It is 
suiqjririing to reflect that monuments 
of so vast a scale should be executed 
subsequent to the Roman conquest^ 
since after that period Ave can look 
upon them as no more than the tombs 
of private individuals. It is difficult 
to conceive whence should come so 
much wealth, and such a taste for 
magpificeiice after the country had 
lost its independence. It is possible, 
however, that a trade by the Red Sea 
with India, or even the caravan trade 
Avith the spice country, may have im- 
' ported such riches into the place, as 


to give the inhabitants the same fond- 
ness for ostentation and ornament as 
at Palmyra, which OAvod its Avcalth to 
the same source. Yet to consider a 
mausoleum of upAvards of 70 or 80 
feet high, with lateral porticoes, and 
flights of terraces upon arched Avork 
leading up to it, as resulting from the 
A'anity of some obscure individual in a 
remote corner of the Roman Empire, 
has sometliing in it surprising and 
almost unaccountable. The interior 
consisted of one large and lofty cham- 
ber, having six recesses, with grooves 
in them at the further end. 

On the establishment of Christi- 
anity these six recesses have been con- 
verted into three, for the reception of 
the altars, and the Avhole apartment 
has been made to serve as a church. 
The fastenings for the tapestry and 
pictures are still visible in all the Avails, 
and near an angle is an inscription iii 
red paint, recording tins date of conse- 
cration. These were the only AX*stiges 
of a Christian establishment tliat we 
Avere enabled to discover throughout 
the remains of Petra, though it was a 
metropolitan see. 

Diodorus Siculus has a long account 
of the expedition sent by Antigonus 
against the Nabatmi. He mentions 
that their riches Avere very great in 
gold and spices, and that such of them 
as were feeble and infirm were left at 
Petra, which he calls afterwards a 
place of prodigious natural strength, 
but Avithout any walls ; and dist;int 
two days' journey from any inhabited 
place. In the second expedition, it is 
said there Avas but one Avay of access 
to it, Avhich was artificial. The lofti- 
ness of the post is afterwards men- 
tioned. It is difficult to apply this 
description to Wady Mousa. Upon 
some of the higli points of rock that 
rise about the skirts of the city, and 
tower above them, the remains of 
walled forts are visible from below ; 
and as it is probable there Avas an 
acropolis, it must bo looked for in 
some of these. 

Two days were spent upon these 
ruins, from day-break until dusk, and 
yet it will be evident from what has 
been said, that this time was very in- 
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Buffieieiit to complete an examination 
of them. It was impossible to remain 
any longer, for although Abou Raschid 
attended personally with us the whole 
time, yet having forced us to decline 
in so abrupt a manner to visit Abou 
Zetoun, and having but few attendants, 
he was never at his case, attd con- 
stantly urged us to depart. On the 
first afternoon, we undertook the 
ascent to the little edifice, which is 
visible from all the country round, 
being upon the very highest and most 
rugged pinnacle of this range of nioun- 
tain, and is called “the Tomb of 
Aaron.” The Tomb of Moses has 
been so grossly misplaced by the Mus- 
sulmen, who shew it half a day’s jour- 
ney beyond Jordan to the westward, 
that we might look with some suspi- 
cion at that assigned to his brother, 
were it not that Josephus expressly 
says of the place of his decease, that it 
was near Petra.* Comparing the 
name Moscra, as given by Moses, with 
JMousa, it seems that the monument 
and the ruins mutually authenticate 
each other. We had no doubt, there- 
fore, that the height which we were 
going to ascend, is the Mount Hor of 
Scripture. The base of the highest 
pinnacle of the. mountain is a little re- 
moved from the skirts of the city to 

* “Take Aaron and Klenzarhis son, and 
bring tliem up unto Mount Hor. And Moses 
stripped Aaron of his gannents and put them 
upon Eleazar Ids son. And Aaron died there 
on tlie top of the mount.’* — Numb. xx. 25, 28. 

^ “And tlie children of Israel rook their 

journey from lleeroth of the children of Jaa- 
kun, to Moscra : there Aaron died, and there 
he was buried.”-- Deut. x. 6. 

“ Jhit after the army (th.at had so long 
mourned the dead sister of the general) were 
thus purified, he ied them through the desert, 
into Arabia; and arriving in a place (which 
the Arabians account for their iiietrupolitau 
city, in times jiast called Arce, and at this 
>resent, Petra) which is environed with a 
ligli mountain, Aaron ascended the said 
mountain, and Moses showed him the place 
where be should yield up his soul unto Hod ; 
and in the sight of all the army standing on a 
high place, he put off his stole, and gave it 
to his son Eleazer, to whom, by eldership, the 
succession appertained ; and thus, in the 
sight of the people, he died in that very year 
wherein he lost his sister, on tlie one hundred 
and thirty-tliird year of his age, in the month 
of August.”— Vide Josephus’s Antiquities, 
book iv. ch. 4. 


the westward. We rode to its foot 
over a rugged and broken track, pass- 
ing in the way many sepulchres, simi- 
lar to those which have been described. 
A singular monument presents itself 
upon the left hand. An obtuse cone, 
produced by the coils of a spiral, 
stands on a vast square pedestal or 
altar, the whole being cut out of one 
of the peaked summits of the rock. 
Not far from thence, close to the way 
side, and within a niche, is the same 
representation in relievo which we 
have described in speaking of the east- 
ern approach, the form of the recess 
which surrounds the alta^’ rises into 
the figure of a sugar-loaf. Nowhere 
is the extraordinary colouring of these 
mountains more striking than in the 
road to the Tomb of Aaron, where the 
rock sometimes presented a deep, 
sometimes a paler blue, and sometimes 
was streaked with red, or shaded ott* 
to lilac or purple; sometimes a salmon - 
colour was veined in waved lines and 
circles, with crimson and even scarlet, 
so as to resemble exactly the colour of 
raw meat. In other places there are 
livid stripes of yellow or bright orange, 
and in some parts all the different 
colours were ranged side by side in 
parallel strata. There are portions 
also where the tints are paler, and 
some quite white, but these last seem 
to be soft, and not good for preserving 
the sculpture. It is this wonderful 
variety of colours observable through- 
out the whole range of mountains, tliat 
gives to Pett’a one of its most character- 
istic beauties. The fayiides of the tombs, 
admirably as they are sculpturx^^d, owe 
much of their imposing appearance to 
this infinite divereity of liues. 

We engaged an Arab shepherd as 
our guide, and leaving Abou Rasclii<l 
with our servants and horses, where 
the more difficult part of the ascent 
commences, we began to mount the 
track, which is extremely steep .md 
toilsome, and affords but au indifferent 
footing. In most places the pilgrim 
must pick his way as he can, and 
frequently on his hands and knees. 
At the steepest points there are flights 
of rude steps, or inclined planes, con- 
structed of stones laid together, and 
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here and there arc notches cut in the 
rock, to receive the foot ; the impres- 
sion of pilgrims^ feet are scratched in 
tlie rock in many places, but without 
inscriptions. Much juniper grows on 
the mountain,, almost to the vei*y 
summit, and many flowering plants 
which we had not observed elsew'here : 
most of them arc thorny, and some 
are very beautiful. On the top there 
is ail overhanging shelf in the rock, 
which forms a sort of cavern ; here 
we found a skin of extremely bad 
water suspended, and a pallet of straw, 
with the pitcher, and the other poor 
utensils of the sheikh who resides here. 
He is a decrepit old man, who has 
lived in this place during the space of 
forty y<*ars, ami occasionally encoun- 
ters the fatigue of descending and 
re-ascending the mountain. The tomb 
itself is inclosed in a small building, 
<Utfering not fit all in external form 
ami appearance from those of Mabom- 
medaii saints, common throughout 
every province of Turkey. It has pro- 
bably been rc-built at no remote period; 
some small columns are bedded in the 
walls, and fragments of granite and 
slabs of wliite marble are lying about. 
Tlie do(ir is near the S.W. angle, within 
wliicli is a tomb, with a pall thrown 
over it ; it is patched together out of 
fragments of stone and marble that 
have made part of other fabrics. Upon 
one of tliese are several shoft lines in 
the Hebrew character cut in a slovenly 
manner ; we had the copy which we 
made of them translated at Acre, and 
they proved to be merely the names of 
a Jew and his family who had scratched 
this record, as it is not probable that 
any professed Jew has visited the spot 
for ages past, perhaps not since the 
period of the Mahoramedan conquest ; 
it may lay claim to some antiquity, 
and ill any case is a curious appendage 
to the testimony of Josephus on this 
subject. There are rags and shreds of 
yariij with glass beads and paras, left 
as votive offerings by the Arabs. Not 
far from the N.W. angle is a passage, 
descending by steps to a vault or grotto 
beneath, for we were uncertain which 
of the two to call it. It is covered 
with BO thick a coat of whitewash, that 


it is difficult to distinguish w'licther it 
is built or liollowed out ; but the whole 
is rude, ill-fashioned, and quite dark. 
Tlic sheikh, who w as not informed that 
w'e were Christians, a circumstance 
which our guide was not aware of, 
furnished us with a lump of butter. 
Towai*4B the flirther end of this dark 
vault lie the two con*cs])onding leaves 
of an iron grating, which formerly 
prevented all nearer approach to the 
tomb of the prophet ; they have, how- 
ever, been thrown down, and we 
advanced so as to touch it ; it was 
covered by a ragged pall. 'Vo were 
obliged to descend bare-footed, And 
were not without some apprehension 
of tre^ading on scorpions or other 
reptiles. 

Tho view from the summit of the 
edifice is very extensive in every direc- 
tion ; and although tho eye rests upon 
few objects, which it can clearly dis- 
tinguish, an excellent idea is obtained 
of the general face and features of the 
country. Tho chain of Idumean moun- 
tains, which form the western shore of 
the Dead Sea, seiims to run on to the 
southward, though losing considerably 
in their height ; they ap])earfrom this 
point of view barren and desolate. 
Below them is spread out a white 
sandy plain, seamed with the beds of 
occasional torrents, and presenting 
much tho same features as the most 
desert parts of the Ghor. Where this 
desert exiiansc approaches the foot of 
Mount Hor, there arise out of it, like 
islandsj’scvcral lower peaks and ridge? 
of a pui*ple colour, probably composed 
of the same kind of sand stone as that 
of Mount Ilor itself, wliich, variegated 
as it is in its hues, presents in the dis- 
tance one uniform mass of dark purple. 
Towards the Egyptian side there is an 
expanse of country, without feature, 
the limits of which ai*c lost in tho dis- 
tance. Tho lofty district which we 
had quitted in our descent to Wady 
Mousa, shuts in tho prospect on the 
S.E. side ; but there is no part of the 
landscape wliich the eye wanders over 
with more curiosity and delight than 
tho crags of Mount Hor itself, wliich 
stand up on every side in the most 
rugged and fantastic forms : sometimes 



PETll\ AND THE DEAD SEA.’ 


135 


CHAP. VIII.] 


Btranficly piled one on the other, and 
sometimes as strangely yawning in 
clefts of a frightful depth. In the 
niidst of tliis chaos of rocks, there 
rises into sight one finished work, dis- 
tinguished by profuseness of ornament, 
and richness of detail. It is the same 
which has been described as visible 
from other elevated points, but which 
we were never able to arrive at; it 


not mistaken in speaking of the horti- 
cultural advanbiges of this city, of 
which the inhabitants seem to have 
made the most. At present, the bar- 
ren state of the country, together with 
the desolate condition of the city, with- 
out a single human being living near 
it, seem strongly to verify the judgment 
denounced against it.* It appeared 
to have been our chief’s intention to 


bears N.E. half N. from this spot, but 
the number and intricacy of the valleys 
and ravines, which we hoped might 
have led us to it, baified all our 
attempts. No guide was to be found. 
With the assistance of the glass we 
made out the facade to be larger to all 
appearance than that of the temple at 
the eastern approach, and nowise infe- 
rior to it ill richness and beauty. It 
is hewn out of the rock, and seemed to 
be composed of two tiers of columns, 
of which the upper range is Ionic ; the 
centre is crowned with a vase of a gi- 
gantic proportion. The whole ajipoared 
to be in a high state of preservation; 
it may perhaps be an ornament to the 
northern approach to the city, simi- 
larly situated to that on the eastern 
side. Petra is intercepted and con- 
cealed by the prominences of the 
mountains. An artist who would study 
rock scenery in all its wildest and most 
extravagant forms, and in colours, 
which, to one who has not seen them, 
could scarcely be supposed natural, 
would find himself rewarded should he 
resort to Mount Hor for that sole 
purpose. • 


have carried us for the night to some 
camp at a greater distance. However, 
it so happened that we had scarcely 
quitted the district of the tombs, when 
we passed near a small camp, consist- 
ing of a few tents only. Two men 
rushing out from them with impetu- 
osity seized our bridles, and carried iia 
by main force to lodge with them. 
Before we could dismount they had 
contrived to loose the corn bags from 
behind our saddles, and were fighting 
with one another, disputing who should 
fill them. The contest was so much 
in earnest that the most elderly of the 
persons engaged was thrown down, 
and the corn bags which he had se- 
cured, snatched from him by force. 
It will hardly be credited that tho 
object of so much contention was the 
furnishing necessaries from their own 
stock gratuitously, to persons w’hom 
they had never seen before. A sheep 
was slain, and we supped in the usual 
style. Thus finished our first day’s 
visit to the ruins of Petra. 

• Little fnoro than a general survey 
had been taken, and that imperfectly. 
When wo ^proposed returning, the 


We had employed just one hour m 
tlie ascent, and found that our return 
to the place wliere we had left our 
horses occupied tho same time. As 
the day was closing, we were recon- 
ducted by Abou Raschid close to the 
palace, and from thence proceeding in 
a N.E. direction quitted tho ruins. On 
leaving Petra the track rises consider- 
ably, and is slippery and dangerous. 
Our attention was particularly excited 
by remarking with how much care the 
scanty soil had been banked up into 
terraces, and disposed into fields and 
g^ens. Every nook that could fur- 
nish room for a single plant is turned 
to account, proving that Strabo was 


principal objections that were started, 
were the difficulty of finding provisions 
for ourselves, and provender for our 
horses: this, however, was remedied by 
the purchase of a sheep on our part, 
l^ogether with whatever else was neces- 
sary for the ensuing day. It will appear 
strange to those who have had no expe- 
rience in Arabian manners, that the 
same people w'ho had fought with one 
another a few houi-s before, for %e pri- 
vilege of providing what we wanted at 
their own expense, from the moment 
that payment was talked of, and money 

* ** Edom shall be a desolation.’* Jere- 
miah, xlix, 87. (See also Ezekiel, xxxv. and 
I xxxvi. 
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shown to them, became greedy and 
imposing to the highest degree, and 
resorted to every method of extortion 
that they could devise. This is, how- 
ever, entirely in accordance witli the 
Arab character. Generous, and prone 
to hospitality at first, and as long as 
there is no talk or appearance of a 
recompense, but from the moment it 
is discovered that anything can be got, 
tiiey not only lose sight of liberality, 
but even of common honesty, and a 
scene of fraud, double-dealing, and ex- 
tortion begins ; so that, in fact, a poor 
man may pass better, and upon a more 
friendly footing, than a rich one. The 
result of the second day’s operation 
has been thrown into the preceding 
description of Petra. We remained 
there till night, and took our last fare- 
well with reluctance, leaving unex- 
plored the great temple which we had 
seen from Mount Hor, the arch thrown 
over the chasm of the eastern entrance, 
the obelbk on one of the commanding 
heights, many of the ravines and val- 
leys ill the entrances of which were 
tombs, and which seemed especially 
w’orthy of examination, the insulated 
and conical mount with steps, the 
height which we supposed to have been 
the acropolis ; and in short, enough to 
have employed us four days more at 
least, but we could not obtain a further 
extension of the time allotted. We re- 
turned to the same camp where we 
had passed the previous night. 

There were great apprehensions of 
robbers carrying off our Iwrses in the 
dark. It was said they would probably 
be tho Annasee Arabs, wdio are con- 
tinually lurking about in the neigh- 
bourhood ; and it was reported in the 
morning that two fellows had been 
seen, but as persons were on the watch,' 
they made no attempt to seize the 
horses. 

May 26. — At day-break we quitted 
the camp and proceeded towards Sho- 
bek. ®he weather throughout the day 
was Excessively cold. An European 
would find it difficult to believe, that 
on the 26th of May, in a latitude more 
southern than the Delta of Egypt, and 
with a wind from the westward, we 
should have suffered great inconve- 


nience from cold. The very elevated 
situation we were on was in some 
measure the cause of this, but docs not 
seem quite to account for it. The gusts 
were so violent, and tho cold so bitter, 
that our people halted in the middle of 
their route for the purpose of kindling 
a fire. Arriving at Abou Rascliid’s 
camp, no impatience was expressed at 
our delay. Here we were joined by 
Sheikh Yousouf and Sahleni ; and 
taking leave of Abou Kaschid, who 
sent his mace-bearcr with his iron 
mace, to ensure for us the same recep- 
tion as if lie was himself of on * com- 
pany, we proceeded to Shobek. We 
gave our intrepid friend four hundred 
piastres, and Mr. Legh presented him 
with a brass blunderbuss, having a 
spring bayonet, with which he was 
much pleased. He kissed us all at 
parting. 

May 27. — In the morning we 
quitted Shobek. On our route this day, 
we passed a swarm of locusts that 
were resting themselves in a gully. 
They were in sufficient numbers to 
alter tho appearance of the rock on 
which they had alighted, and to make 
a sort of cracking noise while eating, 
which we heard before wo reacheil 
them(Volnoy compares it to the forag- 
ing of an army). Our conductors 
told us they were on their way to 
Gaza, and that they pass almost annu- 
ally. In the evening we arrived at 
Ipseyra, sometimes called Bsaida ; it 
is a miserable village, and the people 
a fanati'^al and surly set. We here met 
the man who had conducted Sheikh 
Ibrahim to Wady Mousa, as old You- 
souf would not attend him farther 
than this place. He told us that 
Burckhardt made a very hasty survey 
of the ruins. 

May 28.— We went to the tents ot 
Sheikh Sahlem, passing on our way 
the village of Tafyle, and several others 
in the district of Djebal ; most of them 
very picturesquely situated. 

May 2 ^, — In the morning we took 
our leave of Sheikh Sahlem. On our 
road we passed several shepherds’ 
boys, who were playing on double pipes 
similar to some of those represented 
in the tombs of Egypt. We descended 
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into the Wady El Ahsa, and bathed 
in the hot spring, which the Arabs call 
the bath of Solomon the son of David. 
Crossing the deep ravine and river El- 
Ahsa, we entered into the district of 
Kerek. El-Ahsa is probably the Zared 
of Scripture, the boundary of the Edom- 
ites and Moabites. On our ascent 
from the valley of the El-Ahsa, which 
occupied two hours, we killed, by the 
road side, a black scorpion, at least 
four inches long. About noon we 
reached n camp belonging to the father 
of Old Yousouf’s bride. He is the 
sheikh of a village called Khanzyre, 
less than a mile from the camp. The 
next day we proceeded to Kerek. As 
we entered Yousouf’s quarters, the 
throats of three kids ranged in a line 
were cut before us, to celebrate our 
return. The people were employed 
bringing in the harvest. We found 
the sheikh’s house very full of Anna- 
see Arabs, who were come with their 
camels from the eastward to procure 
com. They had brought a mare as a 
present to old Yousouf, who had not of 
late been on good ternis with their 
tribe, lie gave, ip his turn, six camel 
loads of wheat and six of barley, a 
sword of value, and a benish for the 
chief. The wife of the sheikh’s brother 
was apparently dying of a fever, in a 
little room which opened into the 
court, and which was thronged to 
excess. She was lying on the floor 
speechless, and round her were women 
and girls, some squatting, and others 
leaning over her, so thick Jbgether 
that they could not move without 
treading on one another, or on the sick 
person, who was hardly visible from 
the numbers that surrounded her. 
The whole multitude were uttering the 
most piercing and piteous cries, nearly 
the same as at a funeral. Old Yousouf 
and another male of the family were 
seated in silence at the lower end of 
the room towards the door. At our 
particular request, the troop of mourn- 
ers were expelled, and the woman left 
quiet. Knowing of no other remedy, 
and hearing that she >Vas weak from 
fasting, Mahommed, the soldier, pre- 
scribed chicken broth, upon taking 
which she recovered surprisingly. 


To the S.W. of the castle of Kemk, 
about a mile distant, is a spring, the 
name of which is a memorial of the 
occupation of this country by the 
crusaders; it is called Ain-el-Frangee, 
or the Franks’ Fountain. 

June 1. — In the forenoon we set 
out on a journey for the purpose of 
examining the southern extremity of 
the Dead Sea, under the guidance of 
an old man of the family of Yousouf 
Magella, w'ho made us pay him 30 
piastres, under the pretence that an 
escort of three was necessary, at 10 
piastres each. We left the town by a 
more easy descent than that by which 
we first arrived. At the bottom we 
fell in with a small caravan of horses 
and mules, who were setting out for 
Hebron and Jerusalem. We pursued 
the same road by which we had arrived 
at Kerek from Hebron. A spot was 
pointed out to us by Soliman as the 
scene, many years before, of the 
slaughter of 30 men of Kerek. Wo 
could not learn the story very dis- 
tinctly, but it seemed to be the result 
of a civil war amongst them. It was 
not far from where we had ourselves 
been accosted by the armed men, whom 
w'e had supposed robbers, and certainly 
a fitter place for an attack of thieves 
could not easily be found. We had 
previously passed many camps ; in 
one of these we were desired to observe 
a very largo herd of cattle collected, 
which we were informed was a spoil 
just brought in from the Haouran, 
near DjebaKEl-Druze, where they had 
been stolen by some men in IsmayePs 
employ. 

As soon as wo came to the pass, 
which commands an extensive pros- 
pect of the Dead Sea, we could observe 
phe effect of the evaporation arising 
from it, ill broad transparent columns 
of vapour, not unlike water-spouts in 
appearance, but very much larger. 
We did not deviate at all from our old 
route, as far as the brook Dara ; here 
the little Hebron caravan halted for a 
few hours. They implored us in the 
most earnest manner, as we valued 
their safety, not to mention in the huts 
of the Ghomeys below, that we had 
seen them, as it would infallibly lead 
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to their being assaulted and robbed ; 
adding, that so sinall a company could 
seldom pass that way with safety. 
From this point w'e began to take a 
new course, making a pretty direct 
descent towards the plain of the Ghor. 
An open grove of the acacia and doom- 
tree w'as thinly sprinkled on the first 
portion of our way ; of these a great 
number were apparently either dead 
or dying, from w hat cause we did not 
learn, possibly their foliage had been 
stripped by locusts. All this tract 
might be irrigated, for it w'ould be 
easy to dam up the brook, and conduct 
it in almost every direction. Probably 
it was so at a former period, for the 
divisions of fields, and even the marks 
of furrows, are to be seen ; and some 
ruins, like those of cottages, or of a 
small hamlet. Lower down there is, 
very clearly, an ancient site ; stones 
that have been used in building, though 
for the most part unhewn, are strewed 
over a great surface of uneven ground, 
and mixed both with bricks and pot- 
tery. This appearance continues with- 
out interruption, for the space of at 
least half a mile, quite down to the 
plain, so that it would seem to have 
been a place of considerable extent. 
We noticed one column, and we found 
a pi'etty specimen of antique, varie- 
gated glass ; it may possibly be the 
site of the ancient Zoar. Near these 
remains the Dara opens from its glen 
into the plain to the northvVard, by a 
nook, where there is a wall of rude 
brick, with an arched dooi>’way, which, 
as it seemed not to promise fauch, we 
did not examine. 

The Virook so far fertilizes this part 
of the plain, that it is scattered over 
with thickets of the acacia and doom- 
plant; we observed another shrub also,* 
the branches of which have an inclina- 
tion downwards, and are of a dull 
green, with little or no foliage ; it 
bears a fruit about the size of an 
almond in its green husk, and not very 
dissimilar in colour, but having several 
seams or ribs like those on tlie fruit of 
the green pippin. When it ripens, the 
skin retains its roughness without, but 
becomes soft and juicy like a green- 
gage, and has a degree of sweetness 


mixed with a strong bitter; by cul- 
ture it might perliaps be improved and 
rendered an agreeable fruit; some said 
it was eatable, but others asserted that 
it was poisonous, and that children 
were frequently disordered, or even 
died, after eating it ; there is a stone 
within it, and the smell is sickly and 
disagreeable. The hare and the par- 
tridge of tho desert abound through- 
out this thicket, portions of which are 
cleared and cultivated. In the very 
heart of it, not visible in any direction 
beyond a few yards, unless by tho 
smoke iss;»;ng from it, is the village of 
the JGhorneys, who are by piofessioii 
Mahommedans, but are looked on by 
the faithful as little better than abso- 
lute infidels, as they seldom, if over, 
exercise the forms of their religion. 
They hire themselves out as herds- 
men and shepherds, and are notorious 
robbers. Their abode has more the 
appearance of a village in India or the 
South Seas, than of any we have seen 
in these regions. The weather being 
now excessively hot, tho people were 
nearly naked ; tho children (piite so. 
We were well received and few ques- 
tions asked of us, but our guide shewed 
great mistrust of our hosts, laying all 
our goods together clo;so to our heads, 
where we lay down to sleep. 

June2 . — On the first dawn we left our 
guide, who wished to purchase tobacco 
to take to Kerek, and turning rather 
to the eastward of north, made our 
way through tho thicket towards the 
sea-bea»ih. Wo were here surprised 
to see, for the first time, the oskar 
plant grown to the stature of a tree, 
its trunk measuring, in many instances, 
2 ft. or more in circumference, and 
the boughs at least 15 ft. in length, a 
size which far exceeded any wc saw 
in Nubia ; the fruit also w'as larger 
and in greater quantity. There is 
very little doubt of this being the fruit 
of the Dead Sea so often noticed by 
the ancients as appearing juicy and 
delicious to the eye, while within it is 
hollow, or filled with something grating 
and disagreeable in the mouth. The 
natives make use of the filaments, 
which are inclosed in it, and which 
somewhat resemble the down of a 
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thistle, as a stuffing for their cusliions; 
and they likewise twist them into 
matches for their guns, which they 
assured us required no application of 
sulphur to render them combustible. 
Nearer the sea, the vegetation consists 
principally of the tamarisk and cane, 
so higli and so thickly set, as to render 
many parts wholly impassable. The 
rotten and marshy ground, formed 
probably by the stagnation of depo- 
sited water, during the winter season 
especially, renders the passage very 
difficult. The foliage has a salt dew 
hanging upon it, which causes on the 
hand tlie same greasy sensation and 
appearance that is produced by dip- 
ping it in the sea itself.* Wo saw 
frequent tracks of the wild boar. 

A narrow, pebbly beach separates 
the jungle from the sea ; it is very 
hard and firm to the tread, and con- 
tinues so along the edge of the water, 
which hero turns westward, and forms 
a bay. As the land lies lower here 
than in other places, the water en- 
croaches more or less on the shore 
according to the season ; the highest 
point wliich it ever reaolies being 
marked by an extensive deposit of 
timber of all sizes. It dries off into 
shallows and snjall pools, which in the 
end deposit a salt as fine and as well 
bleached, in some instances, as that 
in regular salt pans. The western 
horn of this bay is formed by a sharp 
promontory, projecting forward into 
the sea, in a direction nearly from 
south to north; that is to suy^ such is 
the relative bearing of the extremities 
— for between them there is a con- 
siderable concavity in the line of shore 
where the salt water stagnates and 
evaporates. We found several per- 
sons engaged in peeling off a solid' 
surface of salt, several inches in thick- 
ness ; they were collecting it and 
loading it on asses. Towards the 

* In the Phil. Trans. Vol. xcvii., p. 269, 
Dr. Marcet gives the following analysis of the 
Water of the Dead Sea : 

Muriate of Lime . . . 3.920 

„ Magnesia . . 10.246 

„ Soda . . . 10.360 

Sulphate of Lime . . . 0.054 

24.580 


same part the ground is treacherous 
and deep, and only glazed over with a 
thin crust, not unlike the sediment of 
mud which the Nile, in some parts, 
leaves on its shores. The promon- 
tory is not entirely of high land ; a 
steep, white ridge runs, like a spine, 
down the centre, presenting steep, 
sloping sides, seamed and furrowed 
into deep hollows by the rains, and 
terminating at the summit in sharp, 
triangular points, standing up like 
rows of tents ranged one above an- 
other ; the whole is of a substance 
apparently partaking of the nature of 
soft and broken chalk and slate, and 
is wholly unproductive of vegetation. 
The height of the ridge varies from 10 
to 30 ft., becoming gradually lower 
towards its northern extremity. At 
its foot, all round, is a consider^Ie 
margin of sand, which varies in length 
and breadth according to the season, 
being much narrower in summer than 
it is in winter, when, in rough weather, 
at least, it is probable that the waves 
almost wash the base of .the cliff. At 
the northernmost point of the capo 
some rotten branches are standing up, 
so encrusted with salt deposited upon 
them by the spray, or the evaporation, 
that they have the appearance of 
straight branches of fine white coral. 
The total length of this promontory, 
or horn of the bay, may he about four 
miles, computed from the fact, that we 
employed an hour and twelve minutes 
in riding along it at a walking pace. 
Following tile line of coast round the 
angle, the same cliff presents an oppo- 
site face of similar appeai*ance and 
equal height, running two miles in a 
direction S.W. by S. Here we first 
collected lumps of nitre and fine sul- 
phur, from the size of a nutmeg to 
that of a small hen’s egg : it was 
evident from their situation that they 
must have been brought down by the 
rain, and that their great deposit must 
be sought for in the cliff. * It is pro- 
bable that persons come to collect 
these substances ; at least, it was the 
only mode that occurred to us of ac- 
counting for the numerous prints of 

* “ The whole land thereof is brimstone and 
salt.’* Deut. xxix. 23. 
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human footsteps >vlnch we saw here, 
and those of asses somewhat farther 
on ; for this place does not fall into 
any ordinary line of communication. 
We quitted the foot of the cliff, where 
the sand is in some places deep and 
distressing to the horse, and followed 
the edge of the beach, which diverges 
from the cliff to the S.W. As the 
water subsides —which, being always 
shallow towards the strait, retires 
rapidly in this part — a very consider- 
able level is left, which is encrusted 
with a salt that is but half dried and 
consolidated, appearing like ice at the 
commeucement of a thaw. All this 
space is soft, and gives way nearly up 
to the ankle when it is trodden on. 
We reached the narrowest part of the 
channel of communication between 
th^ sea and the back-water (which we 
have called the strait) in just two 
hours after leaving the foot of the 
cliff, our direction having been about 
S.W. The strait is formed by a low 
promontory projecting from the oppo- 
site or western shore. Just as we 
arrived at the narrowest part, where 
the ford is indicated by boughs of 
trees, we observed the small caravan 
from Kerek landing on the opposite 
side ; and as we could discern the 
species of animal, as well as the people 
on their backs, we all agreed in esti- 
mating the distance about a mile. 
The depth of the water cannot be 
great, as the asses of the caravan were 
able to pass the ford. We searched 
for the shells mentioned by Scetzen, 
as proving that there are living crea- 
tures in the lake, but found none, ex- 
cepting snail shells, and a small spiral 
species, which we invariably found to 
be without any fish, and having no 
appearance of having had any for a" 
long time. Dead locusts were found 
in very great numbers; they had 
not become putrid, nor had they 
any smell, as is the case when they 
are cast up by any other sea ; they 
were completely penetrated and iii- 
crusted with salt, and had lost their 
colour. The sight of such a multitude 
of carcasses of creatures who had 
perished in passing over these waters, 
might seem to lend some countenance 


to the account of the ancients, " that 
no living thing could attempt the pas- 
sage over it with impunity,” were this 
not a spectacle suhiciently common 
upon other shores, as in Sicily, and 
about El-Arish : and we had another 
still better proof to the contrary; fii*st, 
in a pair of Egyptian geese, and after- 
wards ill a flight of pigeons, which 
passed over the sea. It is, however, 
remarkable how few living things, such 
as birds, insects, or reptiles, are to 
be seen on this lake ; the want of 
vegetable matter and of fresh water is 
probably ilie reason. 

Leaving the narrowest pain of tho 
strait, we followed it to its southern 
extremity, where it opens into tho 
back-water, and passed along the shore 
of the back-water itself to some dis- 
tance. The liigh water-mark was at 
this season a mile distant from the 
water’s edge. We were told that this 
back-water never entirely dries up, 
and that tho ford is not at any season 
impassable. 

Having returned from the edge of 
the back-water wo ascended the cliff, 
which is steep but practicable, and 
gained a broad table-land on its top, 
where we fell in wiih the track of 
those who had passed, from Kerek to 
the ford. In two hours wo reached 
the banks of the Dara, where wc found 
our guide. Late in the evening we 
arrived at some tents, where Sheikli 
Yousouf was encamped. We found 
here a man from Szalt, and two men 
from Ifcrak in the Haouran, near the 
Druze country, who had come to re- 
claim the cattle stolen from them by 
Ismayel’s people. In the morning we 
removed to Ismayel’s tents, when the 
cause of the stranger was pleaded, but 
it was before a most partial and inter- 
ested tribunal, for Yousouf was the 
accused as well as the judge and 
arbitrator. He decided accordingly; 
offering, at the utmost, to restore half 
the number that had been stolen. He 
accused them of having been, in some 
shape, the aggressors, but explained 
himself so little, that we did not learn 
what provocation he alluded to ; there 
was much arguing and prevarication. 
We were surprised to nnd, that two 
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})lace8 lying so very wide of each other, 
•should have any such disputes to set- 
tle. Towards noon we returned to 
Kerek. 

June 5. — In the afternoon we pro- 
ceeded on our journey to the north- 
ward, accompanied by Sheikhs Yousouf 
and Ismayel, Daoud, his nephew, 
and the two men of Herak, together 
with the man from Szalt. We passed | 
over a fine country, fiat, and higher 
than Kerek, keeping in a N.N.E. 
direction; the reapers were at work, 
and the corn was luxuriant in all di- 
rections. Several sites which we 
passed proved that the population of 
tliis country was formerly propor- 
tioned to its natural fertility. In about 
two hours we reached Rabba, formerly 
Rabbath Moab, afterwards Areopolis; 
the ruins arc situated on an eminence, 
and present nothing of interest, except 
two old ruined Roman temples, and 
some tanks. The whole circuit of the 
town docs not seem to have exceeded 
a mile, which is a small extent for a 
city that was the capital of JMoab, and 
which bore such a high soundingGreek 
name. Wo were surprised not to find 
any traces of w'alls about it. We 
passed the night at a camp near the 
ruins ; it is th^ only Christian camp 
wo have ever been in ; they told us 
there were altogether five encamp- 
ments of Christians. Tliey w'ere poor 
people, but connected with families in 
Kerek ; occasionally they take their 
turn in the town, and send others to 
tiike theirs in the camp. A de«p gully 
behind their tents led to the Dead Sea. 
This evening, about sun-set, we were 
deceived by a dark shade on the sea, 
which assumed so exactly the appear- 
ance of an island, that we entertained j 
no doubt regarding it, even after look 
ing through a telescope. It is not the 
only time that such a phenomenon has 
presented itself to us; in two instances, 
looking up the sea from its southern 
extremity, we saw it apparently closed 
by a low, dark line, like a bar of sand 
to the iiorthw’ard ; and, on a third oc- 
casion, tw'o small islands seemed to 
present themselves between a long 
sharp promontory and the western 
shore. We were unable to account for 


these appearances, but felt little doubt 
that they are the same that deceived 
Mr. Seetzen into the supposition that 
he had discovered an island of some 
extent, which we have had opportunity 
of ascertaining, beyond all doubt, does 
not exist. It is not absolutely impos. 
sihle, however, that he may have seen 
one of those temporary islands of bi- 
tumen, which Pliny describes as being 
several acres in extent, and from 
which, he adds, the Egyptians drew 
their store of resinous matter for 
embalming their mummies. 

June 6 This morning we visited 

the ruins of Beit-Kerrn, distant from 
Rabba about one mile and a half to 
the north. The principal feature of 
them is a great building, evidently 
Roman, resembling that which we took 
to have been a palace at Petra ; per- 
haps this is the temple of Atargatis, at 
Carnaim, as it is called in 1 Macca- 
bees, V. 43 ; or Camion, b. 2, xii. 26. 
A great number of tanks prove that 
it was once a populous place. There 
were four camps near the ruins ; we 
lodged in one ; the men of Henik re- 
newed their discussions and remon- 
strances with Yousouf, for having re- 
turned to them but forty head of their 
j cattle. These were driven along the 
same road by which we travelled, and 
j the drivers generally halted when we 
: did. Two hours and a half north from 
[ Beit^Kerm there is a slight eminence, 
which fortns a conspicuous object from 
all the country round, and is called 
“Sheikh Harn.’* 

June 7. — During this day we visited 
several elevated heights, each com- 
manding very fine views of the Dead 
Sea, comprehending the back-water at 
one end, and the Plains of Jericho at 
■the other, Jerusalem and the Frank 
Mount were also discernible, and from 
the different bearings which we made, 
we clearly ascertained, that the length 
of the lake Asphaltes, including the 
back-water, docs not exceed thirty 
miles at the utmost, though the an- 
cients have assigned to it a length of 
from seventy-five to eighty miles. 
From the first height the bearings 
were as follows ; Jerusalem, N. W. 
J N.; Frank Mouut^ N. W. W.; 
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Jericho, N. by \V.; east end of the 
back-water, S. VV. by S. From the 
second height, Sheikh llarn, E, ^ S. ; 
the first-mentioned hill, N. N. E. 5 E. ; 
the Strait leading to the back-water, 
W. S. W. I W.; the village of the 
Ghorneys, S. W. by VV. ^ W. ; the 
hollow of the bay, W. S. W, ~ W. ; 
Jericho, N. - W. ; the extremity of 
the back-water, S. W. ~ S. 

On i*eaching the tents we found the 
men of Hcrak out of all patience at 
Yousouf’s injustice in making so little 
retribution; they called us aside to 
assure us that he was no better than 
a robber, and hoped that we would 
publish and confirm their complaints at 
Damascus. We will drag him,” said 
they, by the beard to Mezeoreeb.” 
But it would be no easy task to force 
the lord of Iverek out of his district. 

J?ine 8. — We proceeded to tlie north- 
ward, and in about two hours arrived 
upon the brink of the Wady Modjeb, 
the ancient Arnon ; on looking down, 
it has more the appearance of a preci- 
pice than a road, and, although the 
Roman way coincides with the modern 
track, very near to the brink, and 
again about halt' w’ay down it, it must 
have been fonnerly very different from 
that by which we descended, and which 
is not only extremely steep, but so 
interrupted with rocks and stones, that 
we were obliged to dismount and lead 
our horses full half the way down. 
About mid-way the declivity is more 
earthy and shelving; hereabouts we re- 
covered the Roman higln\ay. It is not 
here as above, completely paved, but 
at regular intervals a line of stones is 
carried across the road in the manner ; 
of a step, to prevent the w’ashing away 
of the earth from above, and to serve 
as a resting place in the descent. 0» 
the right hand of the road, a shallow 
tank, of considerable size, walled round 
with thick and good masonry, is placed 
on the side of the hill ; and below it, 
at only a few yards distance, are tlie 
remains of a largo stmavc building, 
which we took to be a Homan luilitary 
station; there was another above on 
the brink of the precipice. We found 
several mile-stones ; all those which 
were legible were of the time of Trajan. 


The valley of the Arnon is less co- 
vered with shrubs, than that of most of 
the other streams in this country, which 
is probably owing to the violence and 
frequency of the torrents. There are, 
however, a few tamarisks, and here 
and there an oleander growing about 
it ; it is not more than three paces 
wide where the Romau road comes 
down upon the stream, and there 
remains a single ai’cli, measuring 
28 feet 9 inches in perpendicular 
height, and 31 feet G inches in span ; 
the remnants of the other arches of 
the bridge have all disappeared. The 
descent occupied one hour and a half. 
In our ascent up the opposite side, we 
followed, for the most part, the ancient 
road, and found some more Roman mile- 
stones ; one of the time of Marcus Aure- 
lius. Wc found the road on this side as 
steep as on the other, and it was re- 
markable in this pass, that looking from 
either side to the other, there appeared 
no possible mode of ascent. We had now 
]>assed from tlie land of the Moabites 
into that of the Amorites. As far as the 
eye could follow the course of the stream 
from the heights, the valley is neither 
of a size or nature that could ever have 
admitted of cultivation, or have given 
room for the placing of any village or 
city on its banks ; which makes it pro- 
bable, that tlie places, supposed to have 
stood upon the river, wei’e in reality in 
the adjacent district. 

Wc found the territory of the Amo- 
rites a flat down, of smoother and 
cveiieiv* turf than that of Moab, and 
witli much fewer stones scattered over 
it. We soon recovered the ancient 
road, and in forty-five minutes reached 
Dihan, the Diboii of Scripture.* The 
extent of these remains is considerable, 
but not so large as Rabba. The ruins 
present nothing of interest. In the 
afternoon wc arrived at a camp in the 
Wady Wale, pitched on the banks 
of the river, wliich this year seems to 
have swollen to a prodigious degree. 
The oleanders are here more nume- 
rous than we have ever seen them ; 
one siiecles, which is very rare, bore a 
white flower ; the rushing of the waters 


* Numbers, xxi* 30; and Jeremiah, xlviii. 18. 
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had rooted many of them up, and the 
whole were thrown aslant by the course 
of the torrent, the marks of which were 
seen upon them to the height of fifteen 
feet. On the left bank stands a stone 
about ten feet higli, four feet wide at 
the base in its broadest part, and not 
more than one f«ot at the narrowest ; 
it has been set up by art, being placed 
contrary to the natural direction of the 
strata, very near the bank, and at right 
angles to the stream. We supposed it 
to be one of those ancient boundary- 
stones of which we read so frequently 
in Scripture.* Across the stream, but 
at a gn ater distance from its channel, 
is a similar stone, bearing obliquely on 
the path, its broad side parallel to the 
stream. There are no signs of sculp- 
ture on them, nor is there any appear- 
ance of their having ever been wrought. 
There is in this same valley another 
rude work, that may be referred to are- 
mote period ; it is about a quarter of a 
mile higher up than the two boundary- 
stones. A knoll, of very moderate 
lieight, rises detached near the centre 
of the valley, upon the right bank of 
the rivulet. On its summit are the re- 
mains of a very large quadrangular 
])latform, constructed of rude stones 
laid together W'itliout cement. It is 
possible that this may be one of the 
“altars of the high places.” It is still 
a place in some measure consecrated ; 
there is a tomb at the top with paltry 
Redonin votive offerings hanging about 
it. About a mile lower down the val- 
ley, are the remains of a Roinai^ bridge 
of live arches; all is fallen, and nothing 
is left but tile foundation of the piera. 
Near this bridge are other ruins. From 
hence we passed upwards out of the 
valley. Near the ancient paved road 
there were several milc-stonos, one of 
which was of the time of Sever us. We 
passed at the foot of Djebal Attarous, 
wJiicIi probably may he Nebo, although 
it is far from opposite Jericho. We 
now entered a fertile plain, covered 
with corn, and stopped at a camj> near 
the ruins of ^layn, whieli both its name 
and the neighbouring hot springs,seem 
to identify with the liaal Meon of Scrip- 

* “ And tlie border went up to the Stone of 
Holiau.” Joshua, XV, (). ‘ j 


turc ; it stands on a considerable emi- 
nence. In the afternoon, we went to a 
height which commands a fine view of 
the Dead Sea, and is very nearly on a 
parallel with its northern extremity. 
Here we took the following bearings ; 
Jericho, N. W. N. ; Mouth of the 
Jordan, N.W -J N, ; Rama of Samuel, 
N.W. by W. ; Djebal Attarous, S.W.; 
Frank Mountain, W. N. W. J W. ; 
Sheikh Ilarn, S. ~ W. Below us w'as 
a square ruin which we could not get 
to ; from its position we thought it 
might possibly be Ilerodium. At sun- 
.set we returned to the camp near Mayn, 
from whence there are a great number 
of ruined sites visible, and amongst the 
rest, Heshbon, bearing N.E. j; N. 

We engaged a guide from the tents, 
who undertook to carry us to the hot 
springs : our route was S.W. ; in less 
than half an hour w e reached a tall 
stone, set up apparently as a boundary- 
mark, like those in the Wady-el-Wale. 
The direct track is continued round the 
southern side of a rocky knoll rising to 
some height, and in a great measure 
detached from the surrounding hills. 
Some remarkable objects, of which wo 
got a glimpse, induced us to pass round 
on the other side of this knoll ; they 
are rude sepulchral monuments of the 
same nature as those we discovered on 
our road from Szalt to the Jordan, on 
our last tour ; yet, as these are rude 
throughout, without any mark w’hat- 
ever of the tool about them, whereas 
the others have universally a door iu 
one of the ^lallcr ends, it is possible 
that they may date from a remoter 
period, or Ijave belonged to a still ruder 
people. Their proportions vary con- 
siderably, as does their aspect, though 
the construction is uniform ; one flat 
«tone is laid at the bottom, and this, 
there can be little doubt, covers the 
grave of the deceased ; and, as there 
is no appearance of the tombs ever 
having been violated, it probably pro- 
tects tJiem to this day. They w'oulcl be 
a highly interesting object for exca- 
vation, as it might possibly lead to the 
ascertaining of the form of some of 
the weapons and warlilce apparel men- 
tioned in Scripture. It is w’ortiiy of 
notice, that however remote may be 
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the period to which these sepulchres 
are to be referred, the stature of those 
buried in them is so far from gif'antic, 
that it seems not to have exceeded the 
middle height of modern times. 

Not only is the rocky eminence, 
upon which we first observed them, 
covered over on all sides with these 
barbarous structures, but there are 
also some few scattered in tlie fields 
upon a lower level, and a great many 
upon the sides of the surrounding hills, 
insomuch that not less than fifty were 
in sight at one time. We were puz- 
zled to think to what city this necro- 
polis belonged. JMayn being more 
than a mile off, in a straight line, 
would seem too distant. Some which 
we had passed on our left hand the 
day before, at a place called Dher, 
were now visible, upon an eminence at 
no great distance to the north. Pass- 
ing on, we found ourselves in an an- 
cient highway, not paved, but edged 
with stones, and possibly prior to Ro- 
man times. Arriving at the brink of 
a deep descent, towards the Zerka 
Mayii, we found the track steep, long, 
and winding. In about two hours 
from Mayn we reached the bed of the 
Torrent Zerka Mayn, which we 
crossed, and kept along it in a wes- 
terly direction. Wo saw some ani- 
mals which the Arabs called Meddn 
or Beddu. They are of the goat spe- 
cies, as largo as asses, witli long knotty 
horns which stand upright. (Some had 
beards. In colour they resembled the 
gazelle, lu four hours i’rora Mayn 
we reached the place where it was 
necessary to dismount, the appearance 
beyond being that of a precipice. 
Here a narrow path lias been con- 
trived in a zig-zag direction, which 
makes the descent tolerably safe. In* 
the last stage of the path there is a 
fine view of the Dead Sea at the end 
of the ravine, with the Frank Mount 
and Bethlehem beyond it ; the former 
bearing N.N.W. Looking down into 
the valley of Calirrhoe, it presents 
some grand and romantic features. 
The rocks vary between red, grey, 
and black, ami have a bold and im- 
posing appearance. The whole bot- 
tom is filled, and in a manner choked 


up with a crowded thicket of canes 
and aspines of different species, inter- 
mixed with the palm, which is also 
seen rising in tufts in the recesses of 
the mountain’s side, and in every place 
w'hence the springs issue. In one place 
a considerable stream of hot water is 
seen precipitating itself from a high 
and perpendicular shelf of rock, which 
is strongly tinted with the brilliant 
yellow of sulphur dei)osited upon it. 
On reaching the bottom we found our- 
selves at what may be termed a hot 
river, so copious and rapid is it, and its 
heat L'O little abated. Fc" some way 
the temperature is kept up oy the con- 
stant supplies of water of the same 
temperature which flow into the river. 
In order to visit these sources in suc- 
cession, we crossed over to the right- 
bank, and ascending by the mountain 
side, we passed four ahimdant springs, 
all within the distance of half a mile, 
discharging themselves into the stream 
at right angles with its course. We 
judged the distance from the Dead 
Sea, by the ravine, to be about one 
hour and a half. Macbean says, that 
there was a city of the same name in 
the valley of Calirrhoe ; in 'which we 
think he must be wrong, since there 
is not space for a town in the valley as 
far as we saw it. That Herod must 
have had some lodging when he visited 
these springs is true, and there are 
sufficient remains to prove that some 
sort of buildings have been erected. 
The whole surface of the shelf, wliere 
the springs are, is strewed over with 
tiles and broken pottery ; and what is 
most surprising, within a very few 
minutes, without any particular search, 
four ancient copper medals were found 
by our party. All were too much de- 
faced to be distinguishable, but they 
appeared to be Roman. Our Arab 
guide here took a vapour bath accord- 
ing to the practice of the country. A 
bed of twigs and broom was laid 
across a crevice, whence one of the 
springs issued at the height of a foot 
or two from the water. On this he 
laid himself, wrapped in his Abba, and 
only remained a few minutes. The 
effect of the stearn upon him was soon 
very evident. We observed another 
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of these sweating beds a little further 
down. We had no thermometer, but 
the degi’ee of heat in the water seemed 
very great. Near the source it scalds 
the hand, which cannot bo kept in it 
for half a minute. The deposit of 
sulphur is very great, but the water is 
tasteless to the palate. A very singu- 
lar plant grows near the hot springs, 
of the bulk and stature of a tree. Its 
foliage does not seem to differ from 
that of the common broom. It bears 
a pod hanging down from it, about a 
foot or 14 inches in length, fluted with 
convex ribs from the end to the point. 
We never met with this before. After 
bathing, we returned by the same 
road, and passing our old camp at 
Mayn, proceeded to the great encamp- 
ment of the Benesuckhers, near Ma- 
deba. We arrived at night-fall. There 
were more than 200 tents scattered 
over a great extent of ground. We 
alighted at that of the chief Ebn 
Fayes, which was at least 100 feet long. 
The chief, and Jiis brother, the same 
who was with us on our former Djerash 
expedition, and from whom we escaped 
to Szalt, received us outside their tent. 
‘ They were dressed in handsome • silk 
caftans from Damascus. Sheikh You- 
souf had previously been invested with 
an ermine pelisse, and presented an 
odd figure, having his red-tanned 
sheep-skin underneath it. The three 
closed sides of the tent were allotted 
to the visitors, the two chiefs sitting 
on the open side, scarcely within the 
cove' of the tent. The elder brother, 
who has a hair lip, called for fiis one- 
stringed fiddle and played to us, sing- 
ing at the same time. On our inquir- 
ing the purport of liis song, he said it 
was on "the death of liis fatlier,” who 
we learned had been killed in battle. 
The notes, though hut little varied, 
Were plaintive and harmonious. There 
was within the tent a messenger from 
Damascus, whom we had once seen 
at Kerek. He had arrived in the 
course of the afternoon to summon or 
invite Ebn Fayes to go to Damascus 
to the pasha. It was supposed his 
object was either to make some ar- 
5'angemeiit with the Benesuckhers for 
the safe conduct of the hadj to Mecca, 


as the Annasees under Sheikh Narsah 
were in rebellion ; or to endeavour to 
reconcile the divisions which had 
taken place among the Benesuckhers, 
that they might be a check against 
the Annasees. To the accidental pre- 
sence of this man, the favourable re- 
ception we met with was probably 
owing ; and we were lucky in the ab- 
sence of Abdel Khadcr, the prime mi- 
nister, our former enemy. The wooden 
dish in which our supper was served, 
was of such a size as to require four 
iron handles, and was brought in by 
three persons. 

June 11. — This morning w'e were 
told that Ebn Fayes was already on 
his way to Damascus ; his brother 
remained with us. We requested of 
him a guide for Oom-i-Rasass ; after 
some hesitation, and a good deal of 
talk about danger and enemies, one 
was promised, and an agreement made 
as to payment We were to pass by 
Madeba as we advanced ; after break- 
fast we proceeded. At Madeba, the 
only object of interest was an immense 
tank.* At three we reached Oom-i- 
Rasass (Mother of Stones) ; we found 
the ruins very extensive, and evidently 
Christian. There w’ere the remains of 
a stone wall which inclosed the w’hole 
city; the cross is often to bo met with, 
but there is no architectural remnant 
w'orthy of notice. Mr. Bankes, attended 
by his janissary, went over them a 
second tiuie, in search of inscriptions, 
while we remained under the wall. 
While walking about the ruins, an 
armed Be<fouin made his appearance 
and robbed him of his abba. 

June 12. — We reached Heshbon in 
the evening, where we found Sheikh 
Yousouf, the man from Szalt, and the 
Ij^oung prince of the Benesuckhers. 
Our first object was to see the ruins, 
and to inspect the celebrated pools ; 
but just as we were starting, we 
received a message from Ebn Fayes, 
demanding payment for permission to 
proceed. We sent w’ord in reply, that 

* Madeba is noticed in Numbers, xxi. 30: 
"And we have laid them waste unto Nophah, 
whicb reaches unto Medeba ” And in Isaiah, 
XV. 2 : " Moab shall howl over Nebo, and over 
Medeba.” 
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we had already paid him on a former 
occasion. “ Tell them,” said the young 
man in reply, “that the first that 
moves from the tent receives this ball 
Q)resenting a pistol) through his body.” 
The firman was now mentioned ; he 
said he cai'ed nothing for firmans ; 
that he considered them only fit for 
those who were weak enough to obey 
them ; that he was Grand Seignior, 
and everything else here ; and that we 
must pay. After some delay, Ebn 
Fayes, seeing we were not inclined to 
give ill, sent word that we might pro- 
ceed. We found the ruins uninterest- 
ing ; and the only pool we saw was too 
insignificant to be one of those men- 
tioned in Scripture. In two of the 
cisterns amongst the ruins, we found 
about three dozen of human sculls and 
bones. 

June 13. — We left Ileshhon, passing 
a stream which, if followed, would 
probably have led to the pools. We 
then proceeded along the road lo Szalt, 
and in about four hours arrived at a 
place called by the natives Arrag-cl- 
£mir. Here are the ruins of an edi- 
fice constructed of very largo stones, 
some of which are twenty feet long, 
and so broad that one stone constitutes 
the thickness of the wall. The ruin 
is situated upon a square platform or 
terrace, of some extent, with a stream 
below. From the situation, and from 
the circumstance of largo beasts, in j 
relievo, being sculptured abaut it, Mr. 
Rankes believed it to be the palace of 
Hircanus, who, according ;to Josephus, 
being driven across the Jordan by his 
brother Alexander, king of Jerusalem, 
had built a palace in this neighbour- 
hood, sun’ounded by hanging gar<lens, 
traces of which are yet visible. There 
are many artificial caves in a large 
range of perpendicular cliff near it ; 
some of these are in the form of regu- 
lar stables, in which feeding-troughs 
still remain, sufficient for thirty or 
forty horses, with holes cut in the rock 
for the head fastenings. Some of the 
caves are chambers and small sleeping 
apartmenis, probably for servants and 
attendants. TJiere are two rows of 
these chambers : the upper one has a 
sort of projecting balcony across the | 


front of the chambers. There is one 
large hall finely proportioned, with 
somo Hebrew eliaracters inscribed over 
the doorway ; the whole is approached 
by a sort of causeway. We spent the 
remaining part of the day here, and 
slept at an adjoining camp. On the 
hill, immediately above the palace, are 
the remains of a small temple, much 
in ruins. 

June 14. — We advanced to Szalt, 
passing through a richly wooded and 
picturesque country ; we arrived early 
ill the afternoon, and lodged in the 
castle. We remained at Szalt until 
the 16th, when we proceeded "or three 
hours in tho direction of Amman. 
Near this place we passed the night in 
a camp belonging to the party of the 
Benesuckhers hostile to Ebn Fayes, 
and wc employed the chief part of the 
next day in examining the ruins of 
Rabbath Ammon, afterwards called 
Philadelphia, and now Amman. They 
stand in a long valley; a stream runs 
through them, which has been arched 
over. The ruins are extensive, but 
there remains nothing of much interest 
excepting the theatre, which is very 
large and perfect, and a small odeum 
close to it. There are the vestiges 
also of many other Roman edifices, as 
well as of Christiair churches. We 
did not find any inscriptions. 

June 17. — We passed the night at 
an Arab camp, about three miles dis- 
tant on the road to Djerash. Here 
old Yousouf was again accused of 
havin^stolen cattle from the people ; 
it was said to have liappcned four 
years ago. After much dispute he 
ended the argument by saying, that 
“ he was one of those people who never 
returned anything after it was once in 
his power.” 

June 18. — At dawn of day wc 
advanced ; in about two hours Yousouf 
took leave of us to return to Kerek. 
He had made strong demands for 
money, both for himself and his nephew 
Daoud, though at Szalt wc liad made 
him a present of two hundred piastres 
over and above his agreement. He 
also tried to make us give an exor- 
bitant sum to the guide who accom- 
panied us to Djerash, but faile^l. Not- 
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withstanding all this, it must be admit- 
ted that he strictly and honestly 
adhered to his contract with us ; and 
it is doubtful whether we should ever 
have succeeded in reaching Wady 
Mousa^ if it liad not been for him. 
His only dishonesty towards us was 
borrowing money from Mr. Bankes, 
and refusing to repay it ; but where 
all are rogues, and cheating and im- 
position are reckoned honourable and 
fair, one must not expect too much. 

About noon we crossed the Zerka, 
the Jabbok of Scripture, ♦ the northern 
boundary of the Amorites, and at 2 
p.M. reached Djerash. We employed 
this and part of the next day in making 
those measurements of the public 
edifices which we had left unfinished 
before ; most of them were Christian 
churches. Among many new inscrip- 
tions which wc found, was one record- 
ing the dedication of one of the churches 
to a Christian saint. Macbean, quoting 
Eusebius, says, that the Christians, 
just before the siege of Jerusalem by 
Titus, were divinely admonished to fly 
to Pella and Strabo notices, ‘‘that 
it abounded in water from Ptolemy 
he adds, “that Pella was situated 
thirty-five miles to the N.E. of 
Gerasa.” Macbean also quotes from 
Ptolemy and Josephus, “ that Gerasse 
Avas at the east side of the sea of 
Tiberias ; ” these authorities seem to 
show that Hie ruins at Djerash are 
those of Pena rather than of Gerasa. 

June 19. — Intending to proceed to 
the valley of the Jordan by m place 
called Rajib, Avhere we expected to 
find the ruins of Ragaba, we quitted 
Djerash in the afternoon, and passed 
through Katty. About half an hour 
after, wo traversed another village, in 
the mosque of which there are some 
Roman remains. We entered a very 
picturesque country, most beautifully 
varied with hanging woods, mostly of 
the Vallonia oak, laurcstinus, cedar, 
common arbutus, arbutus Andrachne, 
&c. At times the country had all the 
appearance of a noble park ; indeed, 
nothing could exceed the beauty of 

* “ Even unto the river Jabbok, which is the 
border of the children of Ammon.” Joshua, 
xii. 2 


this day’s ride ; there were some few 
spots cultivated with corn. As we 
advanced, the wood became more 
dense ; and at dark we stopped at a 
small open space covered with high 
grass and weeds. We went with our 
guide a short distance to endeavour to 
shoot some wild boars ; we hid our- 
selves close to the Avater, where all the 
trees were marked Avith mud, left by 
the hogs in rubbing themselves. We 
plainly heard some of these animals 
advancing towards us ; but one of the 
horses unluckily making a noise, they 
all ran off. On returning to our bi- 
vouac, our guide refused to go for Avatcr, 
fearing the serpents in the high grass. 
Mr. Legh, in the night, feeling some- 
thing move under him, rose to see 
Avhat it Avas, and found an adder com- 
ing up to him from under the edge oi 
his blanket, attracted no doubt by the 
warmth of his body, as the night air 
was very cold ; having a knife by him, 
he cut the reptile in halves. In the 
morning Ave found another close to our 
sleeping place. 

June 20. — We started at dawn, and 
descending through a thick wood, 
arrived, at ten, at the village of Rajib, 
which contains no ruins whatever ; 
though Ave had previously passed in 
the Avood a Roman architrave, on a 
small open space, Avhere our guide 
told us there had once been a village; 
no other vestiges of it remain. Rajib 
is sitmatefl a little without, and below 
the Avoodlands. At noon Ave began a 
rapid descent towards the valley of 
the Jordan, and reached it in tAvo 
hours. We saAv nine wild pigs in our 
Avay ; they were all in one herd. Four 
hours more, in a northerly direction, 
brought us to the Bysan ford, and we 
[•arrived at that town after dark. 

June 21. — We went to Tiberias, and 
the 23rd visited*Mount Tabor on our 
Avay to Nazareth. Maundrell over- 
rates the view from this eminence ; 
we saw nothing striking except the 
beautiful plain of Esdredon. In a 
cave, amongst the ruins of the town, 
on the top of Tabor, Ave noticed many 
travellers’ names, and, amongst others, 
^ that of Mr. Wright, who visited this 
[place, when first lieutenant of the 
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Tigre, with Sir Sydney Smith, and 
who afterwards died in the Temple at 
Paris; Sheikh Ibrahim’s name was 
also there. 

On the 26th June we went to Acre. 
During our stay there wo witnessed 
an instance of great barbarity ; on 
going to breakfast at the consul’s, we 
found his Greek servant, who had been 
very ill for some days before, lying 
outside the door; and actually expired 
on the floor before us as we entered 
the room — unattended by any medical 
man, and unheeded by every one. 
The corpse lay neglected for some 
time before any one could be found to 
take it away, all refusing to touch it, 
lest they should be at the trouble and 
expense of burying it. At last the 
Turkish autliorities interfered and the 
body was removed. 

As we have now been much amongst 
the Arabs, and have had better oppor- 
tunities of studying their manners and 
habits than on our former short jour- 
ney to Palmyra, some further observ- 
ations upon them may not be con- 
sidered out of place. The love of 
liberty created in the wandering Be- 
douin, by his erratic habits, is in- 
stinctively cherished by him from his 
earliest infancy. Impatient of every 
species of control, and proud of his in- 
dependence, he disowns and scorns the 
Arab that cultivates the soil. We 
found these people still deserving of 
their character tor hospitality^; but we 
never heard of the celebrated story of 
bread and salt, menti<3ned *by Voliiey. 
If the mere eating of bread and salt 
with an Arab was a security from im- 
position, Sheikh Sahlein, when threat- 
ening us, would have said, ‘‘ Had you 
not eaten bread and salt with me,” &c., 
instead of “ Had you not Sheikh You- 
souf with you ; ” for we had feasted 
with Sahlem in his ojvn tent, before 
we had the quarrel with him. Mr. 
Bankes w’as imprisoned, and Sir Wm. 
Chatterton robbed, at Palmyra, after 
eating bread and salt; and we had 
feasted with Ebn Fayes at lleshbon, 
before his ill treatment of us. It 
would certainly be a most noble com- 
mendation to advance in their favour 
were it true. There is a great deal of 


good breeding amongst them: a sheikh 
arriving at another’s tent, scats him- 
self opposite his friend to avoid all 
appearance of pre-eminence, so that 
cither side of the tent is occupied, 
while the end, the “ post of honour,” 
remains vacant. When Mr, Bankes 
presented the Sheikh of Souf with a 
dress, he immediately sent it into the 
harem, without looking at it in the 
presence of the donor ; and the people 
of Kerek, on our arrival, although our 
appearance must have been so novel 
to them, abstained from asking any 
questions But although ci' il, they 
had a great contempt for us ; and ob- 
serving how awkwardly we ate with 
our hands — for we never, during the 
whole tour, saw a spoon, or knife, or 
fork — they remarked amongst them- 
selves, “ Poor fellows ! they don’t even 
know how to eat ; they eat like 
camels.” If an Arab chief gives you 
coffee first, he takes none, not choosing 
to drink after a Christian. Thieving, 
pilfering, low cunning, lying, and cheat- 
ing, are not considered as dishonour- 
able acts amongst them. We were all 
of us robbed of some of our eflbcts. 
On one occasion, Mr. Bankes’s draw- 
ing of the grand temple at Petra was 
purloined, and after some days’ nego- 
tiation he was allowed to purchase it 
back again, they having confessed all 
the time that they had it. Mr. Legh’s 
Bible was also pilfered m the same 
manner, and never recovered. Mr. 
Bankes’s two paint-boxes were also 
stolen, und many other articles were 
lost. Our diet, while we were with 
them, varied according to the wealth 
or poverty of the tribe : sometimes we 
had pillaw of rice, or of wlicat, mixed 
with leban; sometimes mutton, boiled 
the moment tlie animal is skinned, and 
generally in leban, a custom alluded to 
in Scripture.* This mode of cooking 
renders the meat very delicious and 
tender — far preferable to meat boiled 
in water : the milk, enriched with the 
juice of tho meat, is poured on the 
pillaw of rice or wheat. Sometimes 
we had melted butter, and bread baked 
on an iron plate in the form of a pan- 

* ** Tliou Blialt not seethe a kid iu bis 
mother’s milk.*’ Exodus, xxiii. ID. 
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cake to dip into it. The staple of the 
Arab’s food, however, is leban and 
l)read. The milk was usually pre- 
sented in a wooden bowl, and the liquid 
nutter in an earthenware dish.* The 
pjirty being seated round, dipped their 
bread in, endeavouring to make it 
imbibe as much as possible. The 
Arabs were very expert at this, pinch- 
ing the thin cake in such a form as to 
make a sort of spoon of it. This mode 
of eating is alluded to in Scripture.f 
Occasionally, a bowl of milk only was 
presented to us, which was passed 
round in rotation. Once we had milk 
sweetened and curdled to the consis- 
tency of liquid jelly, too thick to be 
drunk, and very a^^ikward to take up 
with the hands, though it was the only 
method of eating it. A rich dish of 
rice and cream was once given us as 
a great treat. All the way between 
Kerek and Petra, we had meat served 
Tip alone, i^ithout bread or even pillaw 
of rice or wheat. We could not at all 
reconcile ourselves to this diet, which 
we found used in this district only. 
When the Arabs have an over supply 
of leban, they have a method of pre- 
serving it by pressing out the liquid 
parts, and drying the curds, which 
may then be kept for some time. This 
substance has the appearance of soft 
chalk ; when mixed with water it 
makes an agreeable acid drink. 

When we had pillaw of grain, it 
often served also for a candlestick, the 
candle being fixed in the middle of the 
dish. An Arab, when he withes to 
pay you very particular attention, pulls 
your meat to pieces with his fingers, 
and throws it to you. We never saw 
roasted meat among the Arabs, except 
in Narsah’s tent at Palmyra. They 
have no fruits or vegetables ; their 
wandering life depriving them of such 
enjoyments. It is their custom, from 
time immemorial, to lodge and feed 
all travellers and their horses for one 
night free of all expense ; as the prac- 
tice is general, it is equally beneficial 
to all. We never once paid for food 

* “She brought fortli butter in a lordly 
diah.” Judges, v. 25. 

+ “He that dippeth with me in the didi,” 
Matt., x.wi. 23. 


or corn during the whole of our jour- 
ney; and the expenses of the whole 
party, eleven persons and as many 
horses, amounted to 1500 piastres ; a 
piastre is worth nine-pence of our 
money : this was from the 5th of May 
to the 25th of June. Each owner of 
• tent takes it by turns to feed the 
strangers that may arrive. Their 
jokes were sometimes rather rough : 
on one occasion an Arab put a live 
scorpion inside my jacket ; shortly 
afterwards, I had occasion to make 
the usual daily search for vermin, and 
then I discovered the reptile. At the 
Ghor, when we asked if a poisonous 
fruit was good, they said it was, though 
well aware of its bad qualities. 

The women weave carpets and cloth 
for their tents, which are mostly black, 
and curtains, which are striped white 
and black. Goats* hair is manufac- 
tured for this purpose.* The women 
have to do all the hard w’ork ; they 
grind the corn with a hand-mill, bring 
the water and wood, cook, and in short 
do all the drudgery, while the men sit 
down and smoke all day. The chil- 
dren guard the flocks, the girls always 
having a bundle of wool at their backs 
for spinning. The form of the tents 
is oblong. We frequently observed 
negroes in their camps, apparently not 
slaves; and some had the short woolly 
hair of the Africans. It may not be 
amiss here to mention, that, though 
we never had any apprehensions of 
personal danger from the Arabs, yet 
there are some grounds for the dread 
these people are held in throughout 
Syria, as w^e met with many dead 
bodies concealed in the country fre- 
quented by them ; we saw 20 in one 
of the Roman tombs near Nablous, 
l^the mouth of which had been shut up 
with stones ; 3 in one of the theatres 
at Om Keis ; 24 skulls, &c. in the 
theatre at Bysan, and subsequently 22 
in the ruins at Heshbon. Whenever 
we inquired about them, the Arabs 
always owned they were the remains 
of people whom they had murdered, 
and they did not appear to be in the 
least ashamed of the deed. To keep 

• “ And be made curtains of goats* hair.’* 
Exodus, x.xxvi. 14. 
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your arms on in a tent, is considered 
very ill-bred, as implying a distrust in 
the protection of the roof you are 
under; and whenever we forgot to 
disarm, the Arabs always requested 
us to do so. These people are fre- 
quently without water, and sometimes 
that which they have is dirty and ba% 
but then they are ‘‘lords of the desert,” 
pay no tribute, and have nothing what- 
ever to do with governors of any 
description. The desert, as an ancient 
author, I think Diodorus, observes, is 
their fort, whither they retire as to a 
place of certain safety on any appear- 
ance of attack. The state and equi- 
page of the sheikhs is maintained by 
means of a revenue derived from a tithe 
which they exact for all the cattle, 
camels excepted. This tenth of the 
innumerable herds and flocks, yields 
the chiefs a very handsome income. 
The supper in the tents of Sheikh 
Narsah and Ebn Fayes was bountiful 
in the extreme ; and, as this profuse 
hospitality is extended to all strangers, 
there must needs be ample store to 
meet so great a demand. 

It is surprising, that in so monoto- 
nous a life, they have no amusements, 
no games, no athletic employments, to 
make some little change in their cus- 
tom of squatting down and smoking 
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all day. All their carpets, cushions, 
sacks, and in short, everything they 
have, are covered with vermin, so that 
it is impossible to avoid them. We 
used to kill from off our clothes from 
40 to 100 every day ; and of a night, 
we frequently observed the Arabs 
searching and shaking their linen over 
the fire, the vermin making a crack- 
ing noise as they fell into the flames. 
Old Yousouf used to make a singular 
figure, with his sword drawn, striking 
them from off his back. 

July 12. — Wo embarked on board 
an imperial brig belonging to Venice 
for Constantinople, as all witn whom we 
spoke on the subject agreed in opinion, 
that it would have been madness to 
have gone to the coast of Asia Minor 
at this season of the year, w'hcu tho 
pestilential air forces all the inhabit- 
ants of the coast to quit their habit- 
ations, and retire to the mountains 
dm’iiig the summer. We have, there- 
fore, deferred this part of tlie tour for 
a short time. Our friend Mr. Legh 
left Acre for Constantinople by land 
a short time before we did, intending 
to visit Palmyra, Baalbec, Damiiscus, 
and Aleppo. Air. Bankes went by 
water to Egypt, with the intention of 
penetrating into Abyssinia by way of 
the second cataract. 


THE END. 
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OIH, 

When I solicited the honour of being permitted to place nnder Your 
Majesty's protection the following Work, I was not impressed with the idea, 
that the excellence of^^e composition, but that the importance of the subject, 
might in some degree entitle it to that disdnction. The History of an Event 
which reflects so much lustre on Your Majesty's Anns, could not, 1 apprehended, 
however feeble the execution, so properly appear under any other auspices. 

That Your Majesty may never be less fhithfuUy served, nor less success- 
ful against the enemies of Your Crown and People is the sincere and fervent 
wish of 

Yovb Majesty's 

Much obliged and most devoted 
Subject and Servant, 

JOHN DRINKWATER, 


13th September, ITSft. 



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 


The ^oiI^Mng History (as I have presumed to call it) is compiled from 
observations daily noted dovrn upon the spot, fbr my own satisfaction and 
improvement, assisted by the information and remarks of several respec- 
table characters, who also were eye-witnesses of the transactions therein 
recorded. 

Disappointed in my expectations of seeing this subject undertake n by an 
abler pen, nothing less than a conviction that an accurate detml of this extra- 
ordinary Siege might be useful, both in a military and historical view, could 
have induced me, at this late period, to publish. 

In the prosecution of this derign, one prindpal difficulty has occurred, 
llie work is addressed to two classes of Headers : those whose principal object 
in the perusal of it was entertainment, I apprehended, might find the relation 
too minute and rircumstantial ; and timt, from the insertion of many particulars, 
wluch those of the Military Profession would greatly blame an author for 
presuming to curtail or omit 

With the former, it Is hqped that the necessary connection of some events 
(which at first may appear trivial) with the great business of the History, will 
be some apology; and I have endeavoured to diversify the narrative, by such 
Anecdotes and Observations as will occasionally relieve or awaken the attention. 
To the latter I shall not attempt any apology. The late Siege of Gibraltar 
afforded many instances of very singular exertions in the Art of Attack and 
Defence, the minuti® of which cannot be without their utilify to those Officers 
who make a science of their profession ; and they must be sensible, that without 
pointed exactness, this design could not have been accomplished. In short, 
it must be remembered, that the History of tius Siege is not that of a Months or 
of a Year, but that it embraces a period of near Foub Yeabb, exMbiting a series 
of operations pbrhaps unparalleled. 

To Major Vallotton, the Governor’s first aide-de-camp, and Lieutenant 
Holloway, Aide-de-Camp to the Chief Engineer, I have particular pleasure in 
tMs opportunity of returning thanks fer the favour of many kind communica- 
tions ; also to other Officers of Rank, whose names I have not their permission 
to insert. I must also acknowledge having derived considerable assistance, 
in the. two introductory chapters, from the History of the Herculean Straits. 
Gfreat additions have however been introduced; and I fatter myself upon the 
(Thole, ‘that those Chapters will not prove an unacceptable part of the Work, 
lince they will render it as complete a General Histoby oe Gibbaltab as 
PQpst readers will require. 
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OF 

THE SIEGE OF GlBEALTjtR. 


CIUPTEB I. 

General History of Gibraltar, since it was ftrat noHced — Fortified under the Saracen Empire*— 
• Reduction of the Fortress by Ferdinand of Castile — Retaken by the Moors— Finally 
recovered by the Christians — ^'faken by the Enffllsh— Besieged by the Spaniards in 1705 j 
afterwards in 1727 — SucoMsion of Govemora tp the present time. 


Gibraltar is situated in Andalusia, 
the most southern province of Spain. 
The Rock is seven miles in circum- 
ference, forming a promontory three 
miles long ; and is joined to tne con- 
tinent by an isthmus of low sand : the 
southern extremity lies in 86° 2' 30'^ 
N. lat., and in 6° 15' W. long, from 
tlie meridian of London. 

Historians, from very early periods, 
have noticed Gibraltar, or Mons Calpe, 
by a well-known loythological fiction, 
denominating it, and Mons Abyla, on 
the opposite coast of Africa, the Pil- 
lars of Hercules. It does not, however, 
appear that the hill was ever inhabited 
by the Phcenicians, Carthaginians, or 
Romans, who, in the first ages^f navi- 
gation, visited the bay, and built cities 
in its neighbourhood; or that it ever 
engaged tlie attention of those iutre{)id 
and successful barbarians who so vio- 
lently subverted the Roman empire, 
and established a new government ins 
Spain.] The period when it began 
to be remarked for the natural strength 
of its situation, seems well ascertained 
to be in the bemnning of the eighth 
century, when the Saracens (then be- 
conie a powerful nation in the east, and 
along the coast of Africa) invaded 
^pain, ami soon after made tliemselves 
niasters of the whole country. 

The Gothic kingdom, which had 
existed in Spain for 300 yeai’S, was, 


previous to the invasion of the Sara- 
cens, distracted with intestine divi- 
sions : the nation in ^neral were 
become effeminate, totally neglecting 
the military discipline of their ances- 
tors i and their monarch Roderic, a 
profligate prince, not a little accele- 
rated their ruin by ravishing the 
daughter of Count Julian, a nobleman 
of great wealth and influence, and 
governor of Ceuta, in Africa. Count 
Julian, to avenge the dishonour done 
to his family, combined with other 
discontented chiefs, who had long com- 
plained, and were ripe for a revolt. 
The tyiiant was, however, too powerful 
for whatever opposition they alone 
could rai^; the count, there&re, se- 
cretly retired with his family into 
Africa, and acquainting Mousa (the 
Saracen ^vemor of the western pro- 
vinces) with the divided state of the 
empire, promised, if he would attempt 
to dethrone Roderic, to assist him with 
his own interest, and that of his friends. 

Mousa, cautious and prudent, com- 
municated the project to his sovereign 
the Caliph A1 Walid Ehn Abdalmalic, 
who agi’eed to tiy the practicability 
of it; and, to inspect more acdirateiy 
the state of aflairs, sent over a small 
detachment IQO horse, and 400' 
were accordingly embarkeA in the 
year 711; under tnecomm4nd'(^^ 

Ehn Zarca, attended by CcMif' 
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and other Gothic noblemen : this small 
force soon passed the Herculean Straits, 
and landed on the coast near the pre- 
aent town of Algeziras, where, finding 
no opposition, and the country almost 
defenceless, the Saracen general ra- 
vaged the neighbonrin^ towns, and 
cetr^ed laden with spmls, to report 
the succeiS'^f his first expedition. 

Moosa, mted with me fiattering 
prospect, the following year assembled 
an army of l2/)00 men, and Taiif was 
appoint^ to the chief command. Hav- 
ing supplied himself with provisions 
and stores, Tarif once more embarked 
on the rapid Strait, and landed on the 
isthmus between Mons Calpe and the 
confinent. The object of this invasion 
being of a more serious nature than 
that of the former, he determined to 
secure a communication with AfVica, 
by establishing a post on the coast; 
and, duly estimating 4he strong na- 
ture situation of Mons Calpe, gave 
orders to erect a eastie on the fhce 
of the hill, which might answer the 
original purpose, and also cover his 
retreat, in case he should be unfortu- 
nate in his future operations. The 
superior part of tiiis once magnificent 
pile at present remains; and, frinn an 
inscription discovered over the prin- 
cipal ^te, before it was palled down, 
the period of its being finished’ is ascer- 
tained to be about the year nf our 
Lsird 725. 

Tarit; leaving prrison at<the foot 
of Mods Calpe (which was now called 
by the Saracens, in eomplimmt to their 
general, Gihel-Tarii; or moun- 
tain of Tari^ and tl^ee Gibraltar), 
marched into the cotttttry> and sur- 
prised many towns, amongst whirii 
Wins Heradiea, os CarteiUi ntnated on 
the eoa^ of, the hayv abont four nules 
distant fiwm Gibel-TWifi 

Kibg Hoderic, receiving intelUgence 
of Tam*8 approa^, assembled a nu- 
merous bo^ of troops to oppose his 
progress. Both tsnmm met, after se- 
veral^ skirmishes, near Xeres, in Anda- 
Ins^* hud bloody conflict ensued. 

vlotmvwas for a long time doubt- 
%1|. hut W Gothic army being raw 
4 ^ undisciplined, and part disafiected 
114 joking .dht Saiuoena >Tarif at 
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length prevailed, and by this victory 
was soon in possession of the whole 
kingdom. 

The Goths, or Spaniards as we will 
now call them, were driven by the 
rapid conquests of the invaders into 
tile provinces of Asturias, Biscay, 
&C., where, like the ancient Britons, 
they mamtained a strenuous and re- 
spectable opposition. By degrees they 
reassumed their former discipline and 
valour, while their conquerors declined 
into luxury and effeminacy *, they made 
several excursions from the moun- 
tains, recovering, after many obstinate 
actions, great part of the northern pro- 
vinces. This success encouraged them 
to attempt the total rejection of the 
Arabic yoke. Measures were con- 
certed among«the chiefs, to act with 
onion and with vigour. The infidels 
were attacked and routed in successive 
engagements^ and the kingdoms of 
Asturias, Galicia, Leon, Navarre, and 
Castile^ erected under different mo- 
narchs. 

Gibraltar, during these transactions, 
increased in importance, though not in 
an equal degpe with the neighbouring 
city of Algeziras, which had been built, 
posterior to Gibraltar, on the opposite 
shore of the bay, and was then ^come 
a fortress of great miagnificence and 
strength. This celebrated city seems 
totally to have obscured Gibraltar in 
the histories of those times, since very 
trifling mention is made of the latter 
till the beginning of the fourteenth 
oentnrynjwhen we Team that Ferdinan^ 
king of Castile, in the course of his 
conquests, first took it (with a small 
detachment) firom the infidels. 

Gibraltar could not at this period I)e 
very strong, as it fell so easy a prey to 
(the Chriswinii, whose army had been, 
and at that toe was employed in the 
siege of Algeziras. It dfoes not, how- 
ever, appow tiiat Ferdinand was equally 
succes^l in hisoijerations against that 
city; for we find, in the year 1316, the 
Moors of Grenada applying to the 
emperor of Fes for succour: and, to 
facilitate their reception, Algeziras and 
other cities on to coast were put into 
to hands of to Africans. We nii<y 
tliereito eoiidiide to Ferdinand was 



SIEGB OF GIBRALTAR. 






obliged to withdraw fi om before Alge^ 
ziras, and that he flCfterwards directed 
his force againsti thelnddels in a more 
vulnerable par^ Wliw induced them to 
apply for the fussietaiiise just mentioned. 

Gibraltar cmitibued in the possession 
of the Spaniards till 1333^ when AbO* 
melioue, son Of the Emperor of Fess, 
was dispatched with further asristance 
to the Moorish king of Graittda, and 
landing at Algeziras, immediately laid 
siege to Gibraltar, whilst the (Grana- 
dians were making diversioud else- 
where. Alonzo XL was then on the 
throne of Castile ; and Intelligence was 
immediately sent to inform him of the 
descent of the Africans He was, how^ 


besiegers, debarred them from foraging, 
and cut off their communication wiUi 
the country. Alonzo, though thuscri'^ 
tically situated, dlRi maintained the 
sU»e$ hut at length, driven to great 
dimt^ties for Want of provisions, and 
hearing that scnne of his disaffected 
subject taking advantage of jsisHalw 
sence, were again in arm^^e hear^ 
kened to an accommodanon, and was 
permitted to retire with bis army. 

To be thus disgracetnlly compelled 
to raise the siege did not agree with 
the ambitious and impadent temper of 
Alonzo; he secretly meditated a new 
attack whenever an opportuni^ should 
occur; and this intention was not a 


ever, prevented from marching to the 
relief of Gibraltar *by a rebellion in his 
kingdom, and by the abroach of Ma- 
homet, king of Grana^ towards his 
frontiers. Abomelique commenced his 
attack on the castle wiffi great judg- 
ment and bravely, and the Spaniw 
governor Vasco Perez de Meyra de- 
fended it with equal obstinacy: bnt 
Perez having embezzled the money 
which was advanced . to victual tlm 
garrison, the troops and inhabitants 
suffered great distress ; and no prospect 
of relief offering, he was oonipelled, 
after five months’ siege, to surrCroer. 

Alonzo having quelled therebelliou, 
and obliged Mahomet to retire, was 
then marching to the assistance of 
Perez, and was advanced within a short 
distance of Gibraltar, when he was in- 
formed of the eapitnladon. He was 
resolved nevertheless to attsmpt its 
recovery before the Moors could vio* 
tual and repair it; he accordingly pro* 
ceeded^on his route, and encamped 
beibre the town five days after it j^d 
prrendered. Alonzo parted his anhy 
into ^ree divisions; the nidn bodj^ 
occupied the isthmus, the second he 
sept by boats to the red sands, and the 
third climbed up ffie noHfa of the hill 
shove the town. Bevefal serious at- 
tacks had been made <m the casUe, 
yhen Mahomet, king^ofChunada, join- 
Abomelique’s forces, their com- 
oined army encamped In the rear of 
the Spanking extending aeross the 
isthmus from the bay to UmMedite^- 
Weao, This {ra^m lieiDlttted in the i 


Rttle strengthened by his success iu the 
year 1 343-4, when AJgeziras was taken, 
after a most memorable siege. In 1349 
the tumults and civil wars in Africa 
afforded him the opportunity he waited 
for: great preparations were therefore 
made for this expedition, which was not 
esteemed of inferior consequence to the 
preceding sie« of Algeziras, as the 
I Moors, mee the loss of that city, had 
^ paidgmtattentKAi to the completioii of 
the works, and to the rendering of the 
place considerably stronger % addi- 
tional fortifications; the garrison was 
also numerous and well provided, and 
of their choicest troops. 

Alonzo encamped before Gibraltar in 
the beginning of 1349, and immediately 
laid waste the delightful groves, gajv 
dens, and houses of pleasure, which were 
erected in its neighbourhood. Hie siege 
was commenced with great bravery, 
and dioi^ the camp of the Castilians 
was mu<m harassed % t| 2 ,e fiying squa- 
drons of Granadian horse, yet the castle 
in the ooiirse of several months was 
ahnost reduced to a capitulation. At 
thiB critical period a pestUential dis* 
order swept away numMts of the be* 
siegers, and among the rest Alonzo^ 
who died, mnch lamented, oh the 26th 
of Handi, 1350; and the Spaniards 
immediately afr^ards raised th 

descendants of Abomelique Gon«> 
tihued in quiet possession of Gibraltar 
till 1410, when Jusaff 11., kint'hfGra* 
nada, availing himself of the Intestko 
divisions whTeh prevailed among the 
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African Moors, took possession of the 
place. The inhabitants, however, not 
relishing the government of tlieir new 
masters, unanimously revolted the fol- 
lowing year against the Granadian al- 
caide, drove him with his garrison out 
of the town, and wrote to the empe-or 

'c'Seirocco, to be token again under 
his prote^stion. The emperor dis- 
patched his brother Sayd, with 1000 
hoT*se and 2000 foot, to their assistance. 
The king of Granada, being informed 
that Sayd had garrisoned the castle, 
marched with an army, and sending his 
fleet round to the bay, appeared before 
the place in 1411. Sayd advanced to 
meet him, but, being worsted in se- 
v<*ral skirmishes, was obliged to retreat 
within the castle, and being closely be- 
sieged, and reduced to great distress 
for want of provisions, was at last com- 
pelled to submit. 

In 143 ), Ileniy de Guzman, Count 
de Niebla, formed a design of attacking 
Gibraltar by land and sea; but, impru- 
dently skirmishing with the garrison, 
from his galleys, before his son Johiide 
(jiizinaii arrived with the land forces, 
he was defeated, and forced to a preci- 
pitate retreat; in which confusion he 
himself lost his life, and many of his 
followers were killed and drowned. 

In 1462, a civil war breaking out in 
Granada, great part of the garrison of 
Gibraltar was withdrawn, to assist one 
of tlie competitors for the crown : the 
governor of '’J’arifa had intelligence of 
this by a Moor, who had left the town, 
and embraced the Christian ^’aith. An 
army was accordingly assembled from 
the neighbouring garrisons, and Gi- 
braltar was besieged. The inhabitants 
defended it with great resolution; but 
fresh troops joining the besiegers, the 
garrison surrendered to John de Guz- 
man, Duke de Medina Sidonia (son of 
the unfortunate Count de Niebla), who, 
hearing that the place was reduced to 
great distress, hastened to the camp, and 
arrived just in time to be present when 
the Moors capitulated. From this pe- 
riod it lias remained in the hands of the 
Christians, after liaving been in the 
possession of the Mahometans 748 years. 
'J’he news of this conquest v/as so ac- 
ceptable to Henry IV., of Castile and 
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liCon, that he added it to his royal titles, 
and gave it for arms, GuleSf a castle, 
proper^ with a key pendent to the gate, 
or (alluding to its being the key to the 
Mediterranean) ; which ai’ins have ever 
since been continued. Pedro de Porras 
was appointed governor ; hut the suc- 
ceeding year King Henry made a jour- 
ney to Gibraltar, and superseded him, 
iving the command to Don Pertrand 
e la Cueva, Count liedorma, who 
placed the trust in tlie hands of Ste- 
phano Villacreces: the Diike de Me- 
dina Sidonia, how^ever, afterw ards re- 
covered and enjoyed it, till the reign 
of Ferdinand and Isabella in 1.602, 
when it was annexed to the crown. 

In the year 1540, Piali Hamet, one 
of Barbarossa’s captoins, surprised and 
pillaged Gibraltar, making prisoners 
many of the principal inhabitants ; but 
being melon nis return by some galleys 
from Sicily, the corsairs were all killed 
or taken, and the prisoners redeemed. 

In 1589, during the reign of (Charles 
V., the fortifications of the town were 
modernised and several additions made 
by Daniel Speckel, the em])eror’s 
engineer ; after which the place was 
thought to be impregnable. From this 
time there appears a chasm in the his- 
tory of the garrison till the year 17(t4, 
when Gibraltar was Avrested (most 
probably for ever) from the dominion 
of Spain, by the English, under Ad- 
miral Sir Georg6 Kooke. This officer 
had been sent into the Mediterraneai', 
w'ith a strong tieet, in the spring- of 
1 704, to assist Charles, archduke of Air - 
tria, in obtaining the crown of Spain; 
but, his instructions being limited, no- 
thing of importance was done. . S(‘nsi- 
ble of the rellections that w ould fall on 
him, for being inactive w ith so j)ow - 
erful a fleet, he held a council of w ar, 
on the 17th of July, 1704, nearTetuan, 
at which several schemes AV(‘re pro- 
posed, particnhlrly a second attack iqinn 
Cadiz, which however was thought im- 
practicable for want of a sufiicient body 
of land forces. At length it was re- 
solved to make a sudden and vigorous 
attempt oti Gibraltar. 

The 2 1 St of the same month, the fleet 
arrived in the bay; and 18<M) men, 
English and Dutch, commanded by 
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the Prince of Hesse d’Armstadt, were 
landed on the isthmus. The prince 
then summoned the garrison ; but the 
governor refusing to surrender, pre- 
j)arations were made for the attack. 
By daybreak on the 2;3rd, the ships 
ai:)pointed to cannonade the town, under 
Admirals Byng and ^Vauderdussen, 
with tliose that were destined to batter 
the new mole, commanded by Captains 
llieks and .Jumper, were at their seve^ 
ral stations. The admiral made the 
signal to begin the cannonade, which 
was performed with great vivacity and 
cllect, so that the enemy, in five or six 
Imtirs, w'cre driven from their guns, 
es])eeially from the new mole head. 
'I'Jie admiral, considering that by gain- 
ing that fortification the town might 
sooner be reduced, ordered Captain 
Whitaker, with the armed boats, to 
K)ssess himself of it; but Captains 
licks and .lumper, wls lay next the 
mole, j)ushed ashore with their pin- 
naces, before the rest aime up ; where- 
upon the Spaniards sprung a mine, 
which blew up the fortifications, killed 
2 lieutenants and 40 men, and wounded 
GO. The assailants nevertheless kept 
possession of the work, and being joined 
by Captain Wlii taker, advanced and 
took a small fedouht,* half-way l)e- 
tucen tin? mole and the town. The 
Mar(piis de Salines, who was governor, 
being again summoned, thought proper 
to capitulate; hostages were therefore 
exclumged, and the Prince of Hesse, 
Oil tlie 2-tth of July, 1704, took posses- 
sion of the gates. * 

Notwitlistanding the works were 
very strong, mounting 100 pieces of 
ordnance, M ell appoinU*d with ammu- 
nition and stores; yet the giirrisou, at 
most, consisted of only 150 men, ex- 
clusive of the inhabitiints. The mar- 
quis marched out with all the honours 
of war, and the Spaniards who chose 
to remain were allowed the same pri- 
'vi leges they had enjoyed under King 
Charles II. The loss of the English 
in this attack was, 2 lieutenants, I mas- 
.57 sailors, killed; 1 captain, 7 
lieutenants, 1 boatswain, 207 sailors. 
Wounded. 


The Prince of Hesse remained go- 
vernor; and as many men as could well 
be spared from the fleet were left as a 
garrison. Sir George Rooke after- 
wards sailed for Tetuan, to wood and 
water. This being performed, he 
steered up the Mediterranean, and 
the 1 .‘1th of August, off MalatrOf engaged 
the F rench fleet, under Ae command 
of Count de Toulouse, The action was 
long and warm ; but many of the Eng- 
lish ships, having expended a great 
quantity of ammunition in taking 
Gibraltar, were soon obliged to quit 
the line; which gave the enemy a 
decided superiority. The engagement 
ended in a drawn battle; and Sir 
George returned to Gibraltar, where 
lie stiiyed eight days to refit ; and 
then supplying the prince with what 
men and provisions he could spare, 
sailed thence on the 4th of Septenilier, 
N.S., on his way home, leaving 18 
men-of-war under the command of Sir 
John Leake, at Lisbon, to be in readi- 
ness to succour the garrison, if there 
should be occasion. 

The courts of Madrid and Paris were 
greatly concerned at tlie loss of so im- 
portant a fortress as Gibraltar, and, 
considering its recovery of the last con- 
sequence to the cause, the Marquis de 
Villadarias, a grandee of Spain, was 
ordered to besiege, and endeavour to 
retake it. The Prince of Hesse, ap- 
pnsed pf their intentions, and being 
further informed that they were to bi 
assisted by a naval force from Toulon, 
sent advi<fe to Sir John I.eake, request- 
ing assistance and supplies. Sir John 
prepared for this duty ; Yhii in the mean 
time a fleet of French ships arrived, 
and landed six hattiilions, which joined 
the Spanish army. After disembark- 
ing their reinforcements, the French 
squadron proceeded to the westward, 
leaving only six frigates in the hay. 

On the nth of October, 1704, the 
Marquis opened his trenches against 
the town; and soon afterwards Sir 
John Leake arrived with 20 sail of 
English and Dutch ships; hearing, 
however, that the enemy were prepar- 
ing to attack him with a superior force, 
he thought it most eligible immediately 
to retire and refit, that he might he in 
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a better condition to supply and assisi 
tlie garrison, in a second expedition, for 
which he had very prudently dii*ected 
preparations to be made at Lisbon in 
his absence. On the 25th he again 
put to sea ; and on the 29th unexpect- 
entering the bay, surprised three 
friga^fe, fc^re-ship, two English prizes, 
a tartan, add a store-ship. He then 
ianded the reinforcements, and siippliod 
the garrison with six months* provisions 
and ammunition, at the same time de- 
taching on shore a body of ,500 sailors 
to assist in repairing the breaches which 
had been made by the enemy's fire. 
The arrival of the admiral was very 
op[)ortune and critical; for that very 
niglit the marquis had resolved to at- 
tack the place by sea and land at five 
ditfcrent points ; for which piii’pose he 
had assembled 200 boats from Cadiz, &c. 

'fhough disappointed in their de- 
signs. the Spaniards still entertained 
hop?s of hiking the fortress ; and sup- 
posing the troops would be less on their 
guard while the fleet was in the bay, 
they formed the desperate scheme of 
surprising the garrison, though the 
Hritish admiral was before the town. 
The .31st of October, 500 volunteers 
took the sacrament, never to return till 
they had taken Gibraltar. This for- 
lorn party was conducted by a goat- 
herd to the south side of the rock, near 
the Cave-guard (at that time called the 
Pass of Locust-trees). Fortune,, in the 
beginning, so far favoured the enter- 
prise, that they mounted the rock, and 
lodged themselves unperceiveU the first 
night in St. Michael’s cave ; the suc- 
ceeding night ^they scaled Charles the 
Fifth’s wall; surprised and put to 
death the giiard at the Signal-house 
and at Middle-hill, where afterwards, 
by ropes and ladders, they got np 
several hundreds of the party who had 
hecn ordered to sustain them; but 
being discovered, a strong detachment 
of grenadiers marched up immediately 
from the town, and attacked them with 
such spirit, that 160 of them were 
killed, or driven over the precipice, and 
a colonel and 30 officers, with the re- 
mainder, taken prisoners. These brave, 
bat unfortunate adventurers, were to 
have been supported by a body ofj 


French troops, and some feints were to 
have been made below to engage the 
attention of the garrison ; but the com- 
manding officerK disagreeing, they were 
left to their fortune. 

Sir John Leake w’as not idle whilst 
he remained in the bay, but was conti- 
nually alarming the enemy on their 
coasts. The 22nd of November he had 
information, by one of his cruisers, 
tliat a strong squadron was fitting out 
at Cadiz, which would be s(X)ii ready 
for sea ; and receiving further intelli- 
gence, tliat a convoy, fitted out from 
Lisbon for the relief of Gibralf:*r, was 
on its way, he prepared to join it olf 
Lagos, in order to protect it past 
Cadiz; but was confined within the 
Stmits by a westerly wind. The 
prince, in the fnean time, redoubled Iiis 
exertions to prevent the enemy’s di?- 
sigiis, who flattered themselves, that on 
the arrival of|^hcir fleet from Cadiz, 
Sir John would be obliged to retire, 
and the garrison surrender to their 
united attacks. Their fire was con- 
tinued with additional vivacity, many 
cannon in the place were dismounted, 
and the works were materially injured 
in different parts. 

Affairs were in this situation, when 
part of the long-wished-for succours 
arrived on the 7th of December; and 
two days following, the remainder came 
in with near 2000 men, with propor- 
tionable ammunition and provisions. 
They sailed from Lisbon under convoy 
of four frigates, and tliought them- 
selves skfe on discovering, olf Cape 
Spartel, a fleet of men-of-war, under 
English and Dutch colours ; expeciting 
to meet Sir John, with the combined 
fleet, at the entrance of the Straits, 
|hey endeavoured to join them, but for-i^ 
tunately were l)ecalmed: they then 
hoisted out their boats to tow the ships, 
when, perceiving the men-of-war ex- 
tend themselves in form of a half 
moon, in order to surVound them, 
they began to suspect some deception, 
and accordingly made a private signal, 
which totally frustrated the enemy’s 
measures, who were thereby discovered, 
and, striking their false colours, endea- 
voured to fall upon the transports ; but 
these latter, beinsr lighter vessels, 
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escaped by their oars, and, night com- 
ing on, steered for the bay, witli the 
loss of only two transports. It was 
now thought no longer necessary to 
detain the fleet in the bay, or on the 
coast ; especially when Monsieur Poin- 
tis was so near, with a superior force. 
Sir John accordingly arrived at Lisbon 
tlie latter end of the year. 

The Spanish general being reinforced 
with a considerable body of infantry, 
made an attack, on the 1 1th of January, 
170,5, with GO grenadiers on the works 
at tlie extremity of the King's lines ; 
I'ut, two officers and several others 
being killed, the rest retreated. This 
repulse did not, however, discourage 
him ; for, early oii.the succeeding day, 
the attack was renewed by dOO or 600 
grenadiers, French and'Walons, sup' 
ported by 1000 Spaniards, under Lieu- 
tenant-General Tuy. Their disposition 
was to storm a breach which had been 
made in the round tower, at the ex- 
tremity of the King’s lines, and another 
in tlie intrenchinent on tlie hill. The 
retrenchment which covered the latter 
breach, with part of the intrenchmeiit 
joining the precipice of the rock, was 
defended at night by a captain, three 
subalterns, and 90 men; but it was 
customary for the captain to withdraw, 
with two subaltenis and GO men, at 
da} break. The round tower was de- 
fei.'letl by ISO men, commanded by a 
lieutenant-colonel. The marquis, by 
deserUrs from the gafrisoii, liad ob- 
tained intelligence yf the strength of 
these posts, and concerted hfb attack 
accordingly. The detachment for tlie 
upper breach mounted the rock at dead 
of night, and concealed themselves in 
the clefts till the captain had with- 
drawn. They then advanced to th^ 
point of the intrenchment, and, throw- 
ing grenades on the subaltern and his 
party, obliged them to retreat. At the 
same time 300 men stormed the round 
tower, where Lieutenant-Colonel Barr 
made a vigorous defence, though the 
enemy having passed the breach above, 
annoyed him on the flank with great 
Ptoiies and grenades: obseiwing, how- 
ever, the Spaniards marching down to 
cut off his retreat fj*om tlie town, he 
retired, and by getting over the para- 


pet of the King’s lines, descended into 
the covered way, where the English 
guards were posted. By this time the 
garrison was alanued; all the regi- 
ments assembled at their proper posts ; 
and Captain Fisher endeavoured to 
stop the progress of the enemy wilhj^, 
men, but was repulsed hilnself 
taken prisoner. Liei teftiut - Colonel 
Moncal, at Jast, with 400 or .500 men, 
charged them with such bravery, that 
they were repulsed, and the tower, w as 
retaken after it had been in their pos- 
session upwards of an hour. Soon after 
this attack, six companies of Dutch 
troops, and 200 English soldiers, were 
received by the garrison, with provi- 
sions and stores. 

The Spaniards and French were still 
obstinately IkuiI on the recover}’ of 
Gibraltar. The Marquis de Villada- 
rias was superseded by the Marshal 
Tesse, a French general ; and Monsieur 
Pointis was directed to co-operate w ith 
the marshal in blocking up the port 
with a powerftil fleet. The marshal 
joined the army with four fresh bat- 
talions, besidwi eight companies which 
had been sent before. The ordnance, 
which from constant use had been 
greatly injured, were totally exchanged ; 
and the works, as they then stood, were 
put in the best repair. 

The English ministry had been in- 
formed of the enemy’s new arrange- 
ments ;^and, sensible of the importance 
of Gibraltar, ordered a reinforcement, 
under Sir Thomas Dilkes and Sir John 
Hardy, tef join Admiral Sir John Leake 
at Lisbon. The junction being effected, 
and his own fleet refittiM, Sir John, on 
the Gth of March, sailed with 28 Eng- 
lish, 4 Dutch, and 8 Portuguese meii- 
of-war, having on board tw o battalions. 
Happily for the besieged, the incessant 
rains about this period had retarded 
the marshal’s operations, and gieatJy 
distressed Monsieur Pointis, several of 
whose ships were forced from their 
anchors by a strong westerly wind, and 
driven to the eastward. He, with the 
remainder of his squadron, was quitting 
the bay, when the British admiral en 
tered the Straits, and about half pas 
five* oil the morning of the lOtb, wai 
almost abreast of Cabrita Point Si 
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John Ltnike, discovering live sail mak- 
ing out of the bay, and a gun fired at 
tliem from the garrison, concluded that 
the town was safe, and immediately 
gave chace. "I'hree French ships of 
the line were taken, and Admiral Poin- 
ship and another run asliore and 
DiiFrf^ ^r John afterwards looked 
into Malaga#, where some of the ships 
that had been driven from tlie harbour 
had taken shelter; but, hearing the 
repoii: of the guns, they had made the 
best of their way to Toulon. Sir John, 
finding the pursuit of them in vain, 
returned on the 1‘Jth to Gibraltar, 
which was now so well supplied, that 
Marshal Tesse withdrew his troops 
from the trenches, and formed a block- 
ade; drawMTig an iutreuchment across 
the isthmus, to prevent the garrison 
from ravaging the country. 

In the course of this siege, the enemy 
did not lose fewer than UbUOO men, 
including those who died of sickness, 
&c. The gurrison lost about 400. 

The Prince of Hesse remained in the 
place while the batteries were repaired: 
he made also some adtlitioiis to the for- 
tifications, and left the garrison much 
stronger than it was before the siege. 
The prince then joined the Archduke 
Charles at liisbori, where the combined 
fleets of England and Holland were 
assembled, to support that prince in 
obtaining the crowui of Spain. 

As the archduke was resolved to try 
his fortune with the Earl of Peter- 
borough, in Valencia and Catalonia, 
the Prince of Hesse was sent back to 
Gibraltar, to prepare part of the garri- 
son to embark, *-and soon after was fol- 
lowed by the fleet; upon whose arrival, 
in August, 170.5, the archduke was 
received by the garrison as lawful 
sovereign of Spain, and proclaimed by 
the title of Charles III. Having taken 
on board the English guards, and three 
old regiments, leaving only two new 
battalions in the towji (as there was no 
danger to be apprehended from the 
enemy), they proceeded, on the .^th of 
August, for Valencia. His Majesty 
then appointed Major-General Kamos, 
who had been present during the siege, 
goveraor of Gibraltar; and sent with 
him about 400 men for its greater 


security. Geiunul Kamos afterwards 
resigned his government, and was suc- 
ceeded by Colonel Koger Elliot; dur- 
ing whose government Gibraltar was 
made a free port, by a special order 
from her Majesty Queen Anne. 

The folloTving was the governor’s 
manifesto on the occasion : — 

“ By the Hon. Roger Elliot, Colonel 
of one of her Majesty’s regiments of 
foot, and Governor of the city and gar- 
rison of Gibraltar. 

“ Whereas her Majesty of Great Bri- 
tain, &c. hath been graciously ])^ iised, by 
her warrant to me, dated 19th 1 ebruary 
last, to confirm her former declarations 
for tfie freedom of this port, and to re- 
gulate and command me not to permit 
any duty or imposition whatsoever to 
be laid or received for any sliip or 
vessel, or for any goods, wares, mer- 
chandise, or provisions, imported or 
exported out of this port ; but that the 
same be free and open for all ships and 
vessels, goods, wares, merchandise, and 
provisions : these are to make known 
and publish her said Majesty’s royal 
will and pleasure ; and all persons con- 
cerned are lujreby strictly reejuired to 
take notice thereof, not presuming to 
demand or receive any duty or imposi- 
tion whatsoever for any ship or vessel, 
or for any goods, wares, inerciiaiuiise, 
or provisions, as they will answer the 
contrary at their peril. 

** Given at Gibraltar, April, 170G.” 

Colonel Congreve was commandant 
before rtl4. He was succeeded by 
Colonel Cotton. In 1 720 'GibralUr 
seems to have been threatened by the 
Spaniards. Ceuta, a Spanish fortress 
in Barbary, had then been besieged 
many years by the Moors ; and a tbr- 
inidable force, commanded by the Mar- 
quis de Leda, was assembled in Gibral- 
tar Bay, under. pretence of relieving it, 
but with a secret intention of first sur- 
prising Gibraltar; for which purpose 
they had procured scaling-ladders, &c. 
&c. This armament was not fitted out 
so secretly but that the British minis- 
try had timely notice, and, suspecting 
some finesse, dispatched orders to Co- 
lonel Kano, governor of Minorca, im- 
mediately to embark a part of his gai> 
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risoii. arid repair to Gibr’ultar, under Prince’s lines were also extended to the 
convoy of tire fleet in the Mediterra- extremity of the rock ; and an iniinda- 
iiean. On his arrival he found Gibral- tion with a causew^ay w as formed out 
tar in a ver^ critical situation ; the of the morass that was in front of the 
garrison consisting only of three wreak grand battery, 
battalions, commanded by Major He- The Count de Las 7’orrcs commanded 
tlu‘rington, wr)io, except Major Bafte- the Spanish forces, amounting to uetyj ^ 
roiix, w as the only field-officer in the 20,000 men ; and soon after jiis ’ifUmp * 
jilace. Many officers were absent, only W'as formed, he advai7'ied#w'ithin reach 
fourteen days’ provisions in the stores, of the garrison. I’he i)rigadier there- 
and many Spaniards in the town, with upon dispatched a j)ai ley, to desire 
a fleet before its walls. Such was the “That he would withdraw from the 
feeble posture of allairs when he op- range of his guns, otherwise he should 
portiiuely arrived with 500 men, provi- do his utmost to force him.” The 
fcioiis, and ammunition. The British count answered, “ That, as the garri- 
eouiinodore acted afterwards in so son could command no more than they 
spirited a manner, that the Marquis de lifid power to maintain, he should olx^y 
Leda was obligoi to sail for Ceuta, his Catholic Majesty’s orders, and en- 
thouph he continued of opinion that croach as far as he was al)le.” Not- 
the garrison might have been taken by withstanding this insult, as war had 
a general assault. not been formally declared, the bri- 

^ This scheme proving abortive, Gib- ^adier waived commencing hostilities, 
raltar remained unmolested till the till the Spaniards, by their proceedings, 
latter end of the year 1720, when the should oblige him, in defence of his 
Spaniards, who had kept a watchful command. 

eye; on the garrison, assembled an In the beginning of February, Bri- 
ariny in the neighbourhood of Alge- gadier Clayton, the lieutenant-go- 
ziras. On the 2(Jth of January follow- vernor, arrived with reinforcements, 
ii!g, they encamped on the plain below' on l>oard Sir Charles Wager’s fleet; 
St. lioqiie, and began to erect a battery and a council of war was immediately 
on the beach to protect their camp, summoned, but the result w as a deter- 
Admiral Ilopsoh W'as then at anchor in mination not to fire upon the Spaniards, 
the bay, with a very formidable fleet; The lOth of February, tlie enemy 
but, as he had not received any iiitelli- brought materials for batteries to the 
gence of hostilities having commenced old windmill, on the neutral ground ; 
between the courts of Great Britain and upon v^hich the lieutenant-governor 
Madrid, he was with reluctance com- again collected the sense of the admirals 
pclled to overlook the transporting of and field-officers ; w hen in tlie second 
provisions, artillery, and amfiiunition council unanimously agreed that 

from Algeziras (where they had formed the Spanish general had made open war 
their depots) to the camp. Brigadier in encroaching so far oif the liberties of 
Kane, who had been a second time or- the garrison. This being their opi- 
dered from Minorca to Gibraltar, lay niou, Brigadier Clayton sent a parley 
also under similar embatrassments witl^ to the count, to know' the reason of his 
the admiral. The operations of the breaking ground : to which the count 
enemy, however, tending towards a replied, that “ he was on his master’s 
direct attack upon the garrison, he ground, and was not answerable to any 
thought it prudent to order the Spa- other person for his conduct.” As tliis 
niards out of the town, and forbid their answer directly indicated the hostile 
galleys anchoring under his guns. intentions of the Spaniards, the lieiite- 

It must be understood that Gibraltar nant-governor, in the evening, with- 
had undergone considerable alterations drew the out-guard, and the succeeding 
since the siege of 1705; several works day in the afternoon opened the old 
liad been erected on the heights above mole and Willis’s batteries on their 
Ihe lilies, which were distinguished by workmen. They persisted, neverthe- 
thc name of Willis’s batteries ; the , less, in carrying on the work ; and at 
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night a largo party marched down to 
the Devil’s Tower, where they imme- 
diately broke ground, and began a 
communication witli their other work. 
This party were greatly annoyed in 
murching U> their post, but were so<m 
cover of the rock, where the guns 
cimft^noWbe depressed to bear upon 
them. t 

Numbers of the enemy deserted to 
the garrison, by whom, on the 17th, the 
lieutenant-governor was informed that 
tliey were constnicting a mine, in a 
cave under Willis’s, with an intention, 
if i^ossible, to blow up that battery. 
The engineers on this intelligence re- 
connoitered the cave ; which, after 
some difficulty, they discovered, with a 
sentry at the entrance ; and a party was 
immediately stationed to annoy the 
coniinnnication wdth musketry. On 
the morning of the 22nd, the count 
opened on the garrison, with seventeen 
pieces of cannon, besides mortars. The 
day following Hrigadier Kane left the 
fflirrison,to detach a reinforcement from 
Minorca. Tn the mean time Sir Charles 
Wager and Admiral Hopson, with the 
fleet under their command, were con- 
stantly distressing the enemy, by inter- 
cepting their homeward-lwund ships; 
and the prizes w'hich w'ere brought 
into the bay greatly benefited the be- 
sieged. The 3rd of March, the enemy 
opened a new battery of 22 guns on the 
old mole and town; and on the 8th, 
another of 15 guns, bearing also upon 
the old mole, which, it seems, proved a 
troublesome battery to the western flank 
of their approaches. 

The lieutendht-govemor continued a 
constant and well-directed fire from all 
the batteries that bore upon their works : 
but the ordnance in general being old 
W'ere bursting daily on the batteries; 
by which accidents the garrison expe- 
rienced more casualties than from all 
the fire of the enemy. The 27th, Col. 
Middleton's regiment arrived, also six 
companies and a half of Col. Hay's, 
with twer engineers, a captain of artil- 
lery, and several bombardiers, gunners, 
and matrosses, with 140 recruits for the 
other regiments. 

The admirals, the 2nd of April, 
formed the design of bombarding Alge- 


ziras, whence the enemy were con- 
stantly supplied with various articles 
of ammunition ; but the ships, after 
getting under way, were becalmed, and 
obliged to come to anchor; after which 
the navy never gave themselves any 
further concern about annoying them 
in tliat quarter. On tlie loth Colonel 
Cosby arrived in the Solebay, with 
500 men, from Minorca ; and two davs 
following the admirals sailed to the 
westward, leaving Commodore Davies 
behind, with six men-of-war and the 
sloops. Sir Charles did not return 
during the siege. The Kith, tb.i lieu- 
tenant-governor ordered tw'O serjeants, 
w'ith ten men each, to advance from 
the spur-guard, under the rock, and 
along the causeway, and alarm the 
enemy in the trenches; giving them 
directions to retire when they found 
their guards sufficiently alarmed, when 
he intended to salute them with grape, 
&c. from Willis’s and the lines. These 
orders were executed, and tlie enemy 
instantly beat to arms ; but the bom- 
bardier appointed to give the signal to 
the batteries, firing too soon, tlie enemy 
saw through the design, and retired 
without any considerable loss. 

Lord Portmore, the governor, ar- 
rived on the 21st, with a battalion of 
guards, and another of the line ; also 
Colonel Watson, of the artillery, with 
several noblemen as volunteers. The 
26th the count opened a iiew^ battery 
against Willis's and the exti-eniity of 
Prince's lines. Their batteries now 
mountetf sixty cannon, besides mortars. 
In the beginning of May the garrison 
had intelligence that the enemy de- 
signed an assault: precautions were 
accordingly taken, and the guns on 
fhe lower defences loaded with grape. 
The Spaniards added still to their 
approaches, and raised various com- 
munications to and from their advanced 
batteries. Towards the 16th and 20tli 
their firing abated, but their engineers 
proceeded in advancing their trenches. 
On the 31st a vessel arrived with 375 
barrels of powder from Liskm. June 
the 3rd the Solebay came in, with a 
ftirther supply of 980 barrels of pow- 
der and 500 thirteeu-incli shells, from 
Mahon. The firing continued till tlie 
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1 21 h, when about ten at ni^ht Coloue. 
Fitzgerald, of the Irish bri^de, beai 
a parley, and Ixjing admitted into the 
pa prison, delivered letters to Lord 
J^ortrnore from the Dutch minister at 
tlie court of Madrid, with a copy of 
tlie preliminaries of a general peace 
whereupon a suspension of arms took 
place and all hostilities ceased on both 
sides. 

I'he garrison lost in the whole about 
300 killed and wounded ; and 70 can> 
non, with mortars, burst during 
the siege. I’he enemy's casualties could 
never lie ascertained. In killed, wound- 
ed, &c. it was computed they lost near 
3000 men. 

When Lord Portanore and the count 
agreed to a cessation, the Spaniards of 
course were compelled fo forsake the 
mine under Willis’s : their parties, 
however, taking possession of it a 
second time, his lordship considered it 
as a breach of the articles of cessation, 
and represented it accordingly. The 
count afterwards withdrew ; tlie works 
were dismantled and levelled, and the 
troops retreated to their different can- 
tonments. 

The Spaniards during this siege 
never made the least attempt to cut oft’ 
the commuuicatrou by sea ; so that the 
garrison was regularly supplied with 
provisions and fascines from liarbaiy, 
and had a regular correspondence with 
England. 

In 1728 the Parliament of Great 
Britain addressed his Majesty King 
George 1 1„ to take effectual ^are, in 
the treaty then pending, to preserve his 
uiidouhttd right to Gibraltar and the 
island of Minorca. Overtures had been 
made by his Majesty George I. to re- 
store the former to Spain, if the parlia- 
ment would have consented to such* 
restitution ; but the minister, finding an 
opposition, declined proceeding in the 
business. In 1 730 Lieut.-Gen. Sabine 
^’as goveiTior of Gibraltar. The Spa- 
niards during his government erected 
the forts and lines across the isthmus, 
about a mile from the garrison, which 
effectually prevent any communication 
with the country, and, as we have ex- 
perienced, are of considerable advan- 
tage ill case of a siege. The western 


fort, called St. Philip’s, entirely com- 
mands the best anchorage on the side 
of the bay next the garrison. Lieut.- 
Gen. Columbine succeeded General 
Sabine, and he was succeeded by Lieut- 
Gen. Hargrave. 

General Bland was appointed go- 
vernor in 1749, at which time a gmJfSt'' 
relief of troops took plac^ The esta- 
blishment at that period was four bat- 
talions of infantiy and a company of 
artillery. Lord George Beauclerk and 
the Hon. General Herbert were seve- 
rally copimaudants in the absence of 
General Bland; and in 1755 Lieut.- 
Gen. Fowkes was deputed governor. 
Lord Tyrawley succeeded him, in 
whose absence the Earl of Panmnre 
was commandant. Earl Home was 
afterwards governor, and died there in 
1761. During the government of this 
nobleman, about the year 17C0, an in- 
cident occurred, which, as it alarmed 
the garrison very much at that time, is 
deserving of notice. Two British re- 
giments had been a very considerable 
time on that station, and, from the con- 
tinuance of the war, saw little prospect 
of being relieved. Amongst tliese a 
conspiracy was formed by some dis- 
iffected persons to surprise, plunder, 
ind massacre their oflicers, and in short 
all whom they judged to be averse to 
their designs. After securing the money 
which was intended for the payment of 
:he troops, they meant to purchase for 
:hcinselves a secure retreat, by surren- 
dering this so much wished-for fortress 
into the hands of Spain. The numbers 
who joined the conspirators were not 
fewer than 730. An acoidental quarrel 
in a wine-house defeated this dange- 
rous project, and produced a discovery. 
Reed,' a private in the seventh regi- 
ment, was executed on the grand parade 
as the ringleader ; and ten others were 
con4emnea. 

After the death of I-ord Home, 
Colonel Tovey and Major-General 
Parslow were each commandants, till 
the Hon. Lieut-Gen, Cornwallis was 
ippointed governor. During this ge- 
leral’s absence from the garrison, 
Colonel Irwin was commandant; and 

Genera^ Cornwall is leaving Gibral- 
tar a second time, Major-Gen. Boyd, 
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licutenant-gownior, conimandod. In 
this general’s gowrninent the garrison 
was considerably strengthened with 
three new bastions on the sea-line, and 
additional improvements at the south- 
ward. 

In 177r» the Right Hon. General 
"i rl^ge Augustus Eliott was appointed 


governor ortliat important fortress, and 
joined his command in 1777. 

In 1787 General Eliott, wlio had 
been honoured in 178.*} with the Order 
of the Bath for his glorious dc-fence of 
Gibraltar, returned m EngUmd, and 
Major-General O’llara was appt)ihted 
commandant during his absence. 
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CHAPTER II. 


Pcsi'lijition of the Rock, with the Fortifleations and Town of Gibraltar — fienfffins of Moorish 
,'\rrhi((*cture — Natural (Jurjo.sitiea — (Climate — Ve^fetation — Fish; and whence supplied with 
Catth*. iScc. — Military establishment — Description of the Ray — Al^eziras — Some accounts of 
tlie Hiicicn*^ City of Carteia — St. Roque— Conclusive Remarks. 


As the History Avhich is to be the siib- 
joot of tlie following pages will be 
more in detail than the preceding nar- 
rative, it may on some accounts be ne- 
cessary, and cannqt on any, I flatter 
myself, be disagreeable, to present the 
reader with a short description of this 
celebrated rock, and the fortifications 
which have been erected for its de- 
fence. 

"I'lie promontory, or rock, at the foot 
of which stands tlie town, is upwards of 
1.300 feet in height ; projecting into the 
sea several miles from the continent, 
with which it is connected by an isth- 
mus of low sand. This appearance 
makes it not improbable that Mons 
Caipe in former ages has been totally 
surrounded by -the sea. The north 
front of the peninsula, 'which presents 
itself to the main land, is of various 
heights. The breadth of the isthmus, 
at tlie foot of the rock, is about 900 
yai’ds ; but it grows considerably wider 
towards tlie country. Across this isth- 
mus (whicli, with Gibraltar find the 
op\iosite coast, forms the bay) the Spa- 
niards liave drawn a fortified line at 
about a mile’s distance from the gar- 
I’i^on, extending 1 700 yards, and em- 
bracing both sliores ; a fort of masonry , 
Js erected at each extremity, mounting 
2 :) or 24 guns each ; tlicse forts are of 
dliVoveut forms, and are called Fort St. 
IMiilip and Fort St. Barbara. The 
former of them commands the best and 
the usual anchoring place of our ship- 
ping and small craft, and, by forming a 
cioss fire witli Fort St. Barbara on the 
neutral ground, prevents all coinmuni- 
p^Jtiou between the garrison and the 
<?oiintry 


The rock, as I have mentioned be- 
fore, is upwards of 1300 feet perpendicu- 
lar above the level of the sea ; and is se- 
parated by a ridge from north to south, 
dividing it into two unequal parts. The 
wesiern front or division is a gradual 
slope, interspersed "wnth precipices ; but 
the opposite side, looking to the Medi- 
terranean, and the north front facing 
the Spanish lines, are both naturally 
very steep, and totally ina-cct^ssible. It 
is this peculiar circumstance ■which 
forms the chief strength of Gibraltar. 

The town is built at the foot of the 
north-west face of the hill, and is for- 
tified in an irregular manner. 'I'he 
communication with it fi'om the isth- 
mus is by a long narroAv causcM ay 
(serving as a dam to an inundation), 
which is defended by a curtain, witli 
two bastions, mounting 2G pieccvs of 
cannon, a dry ditch, covered way, and 
glacis tvell mined. These, 'with the 
causeway, are warmly flanked by the 
King’s, Queen’s, and Prince’s lines ; 
works cut*in the rock with immense 
labour, and scarped to be almost inac- 
cessible. Above the linfs are the bat- 
teries at Willis’s, and others at diflerent 
heights, until they crown the summit 
of the rock, where several batteries are 
erected for cannon and inorhirs. These 
batteries, the lowest of which is np- 
■wards of 400 feet above the neutral 
ground, mount betw'een 50 and 4)0 
pieces of heavjr ordnance, and entirely 
command the isthmus below. Exclu- 
sive of what are here jnentioned, addi- 
tional works of a sinpilar nature w ere 
projected in 1782, v/hich, with others in 
the lines, on a similar plan, that are 
(1 78?) executing under i1k‘ direction of 
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Major-General O’Hara, will render (ii- 
braltar almost iinj)regnable in tliat 
quarter. The old mole, to the west of 
the grand battery, forms also a very 
formidable flank, and, with tlie lines, a 
cross-fire on the causeway and neutral 
ground. This battery has been found 
gfceat an annoyance to the besiegers, 
that, by way of distinction, it has long 
been known under the appellation of 
the Devil’s Tongue. Indeed, the ord- 
nance in the lines, upon the grand bat- 
tery, and the old mole, all together, ex- 
hibit so formidable an appearance to a 
spectator on the causewaiy, that the en- 
trance into the garrison is called by the 
Spaniards the Mouth of Fire. 

From the grand battery, along the 
sea-line, looking towards the bay, the 
town is defended by the North, Monta- 
^le’s,* Prince of Orange’s, King’s, and 
^uth bastions; the line-wall or cur- 
tains between which mount maiw can- 
aon and mortars. Montague’s, Prince 
)f Orange’s, and King^s bastions have 
jeen erected lately. The latter is a 
irery complete piece of fortification, 
commanding the bay from New to Old 
nole heads, and mounting 12 thirty- 
;wo pounders and four ten-inch howit- 
5ers in front, 10 guns and howitzers 
)n its flanks, and has casemates fur 800 
nen, with kitchens and ovens for cook- 
ng. Montague’s is much smaller, 
nounts only 12 pieces of cannon, but 
las a casemate for 200 men, commnui- 
eating with the Old mole. 'In 1782 
he engineers began a cavalier upon 
his bastion for 2 guns; hut it was 
-lot finished till after the grand attack 
in Septembea Another work of this 
nature was likewise erected in the be- 
ginning of the blockade, for 5 guns, on 
the north bastion of the grand battery, 

• These bastions and the connecting cur- 
tains were so much injured in the last siege, 
that it was thought necessary to take them 
down, and strengthen this part of the town 
fortiiications Vty an extensive line of new 
works projecting to a considerable distance 
in^o the sea; the foundations of which were 
laid in 1T88. Many ollicers, however, do.ibt 
whether the substantia! defences of Gibraltar 
are improved by these alterations. Some ad 
diMons were likewise made in the same place 
to the (^and battery and at Land Port, where 
they more wanted. 


I The town on the sea-liue is not less 
I protected by natural defeuoes than by 
fortifications. A shoal of sharp rocks 
extends along the front far into the 
bay, and prevents ships of large bur- 
then from approaching very near the 
walls. 

From the south bastion (which is 
considerably higher than the rest of 
the works, m order to protect the town 
from the eminences on the red sands) 
a curtain extends up the face of the 
hill, and concludes, at an inaccessible 
precipice, the works of the town. In 
this cunain is the South-port gate, 
before which, and the south bastion, is 
a dry ditch, with a covered way and 
glacis. At the east end, on the de- 
clivity of the hill, above the gate, is a 
large flat bastion connected Mdth the 
curtain, and mounting 13 guns, bearing 
on the bay, &c. This work is covered 
by a demi-bastion that joins the pre- 
cipice. Above the precipice, an old 
Moorish, wall is continued to the ridge 
of the rock ; in the front of which a cur- 
tain with loop-holes and redans (built 
in the reign of the Emperor Charles V., 
and called after his name) extends to 
the top, effectually cutting oft’ all com- 
munication in that quarter, lietween 
the Moorish and Charles the Fifth’s 
walls is the signal-house ; whence, on a 
serene and clear day, the guard have an 
unbounded view of the Mediterranean, 
and can just observe a part of the At- 
lantic Ocean over the Spanish moun- 
tains. Signals formerly were niado 
at thistpost on the appearance of top- 
sail vessels from east and west; but 
soon after the commencement of the 
late war we discovered that the Spanish 
cruisers were more frequently infornicd 
of the approach of our friends hy oiir 
signals than by their own. The sig- 
nals were therefore discontinued during 
the siege, but were resumed after the 
general peace* of 1783. 

The above account comprehends a 
general description of the fortifications 
of the town, avoiding too minute a de- 
tail of each work. I sliall therefore 
proceed in describing, in the same 
general manner, the works to the south- 
ward. 

From the south bastion a line-wall 
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is contiiiucd along the* beach to the 
New mole, where an irregular fort is 
erected, mounting 2d guns. This line- 
wall is divided by a small bastion of 
8 pins; and in its rear is a retired 
work, called the Princess of Wales’s 
lines, in wdiich are several strong bat- 
teries for the sea. Near the south 
bastion, though without the town, is a 
wharf called Ragged Staff, where the 
suj)plies for the garrison are usually 
landed, being convenient from its vi- 
cinity to the victualling-office and store- 
houses in the town. The communica- 
tion to this quay is by spiral wooden 
stairs, and a drawbridge opening into 
the covered way ; in front of which is a 
small w'ork of masonry mounting 2 
guns. At the foot of the stairs is the 
basin, where shipping take in water. 
Two tanks are also appropriated to 
this purpofcc near the eight-gun bas- 
tion. 

Within the New mole there is depth 
of water suilicient for a ship of the 
line to lie alongside the wharf and 
lieave down. At the mole head is a 
circular battery for heavy metal, joined 
to the New mole fort by a strong wall, 
fraised; having a banquette for mus- 
ketry, with two embrasures opening 
towards the bay^ This mole, with the 
1 Hd mole at Waterport, were built for 
the accommodation of trading vessels : 
the former, however, is generally oc- 
cupied by men-of-war ; and the latter, 
not having more than six feet at low 
water, only admits small craft to the 
wharfs : merchantmen of large^burthen 
are obliged therefore to anchor about 
half or three quarters of a mile from 
Waterport, in seven or eight fathoms. 
Rut in time of war this anchorage is 
commanded by tne Spanish forts : they 
are consequently, in case of a rupture* 
with Spain, under the necessity of re- 
moving to the southward of the New 
mole, where the ground is so rocky 
and foul that they are often in immi- 
nent danger during the strong south- 
erly winds. From the New mole fort 
to the north end of llosia Bay, the rock 
>s difficult of access; nevertheless a 
parapet is continued, and batteries are 
erected, as situations dictate. The 


works at Hosia are strong, and flank 
each other. They are close along 
the beach, which is low, and have a 
retired battery of 8 guns in the rear. 

Th# rock continues to ascend from 
the south point of Rosia Bay, by Par- 
son’s Lodge (behind w'hich, upon an 
eminence, is a new battery en Lir(fet\ 
on traversing* carriages^ to Camp- 
guard, and Buena Vista; so called 
from the beautiful prospect which is 
there presented to a spectator of the 
bay and the neighbouring kingdoms of 
Barbary and Spain. A line- wall is 
raised, notwithstanding the rock being 
inaccessible, with cannon at different 
distances. At Buena Vista there are 
several guns en harbet, which have 
great command ; and the hill towards 
Europe is slightly fortified, which 
gives it the appearance, at a distance, 
of an old castle repaired. The rock 
then descends by the Devil’s Bowding- 
green, so named from the irregularity 
of its surface, to liittle l^ay. At this 
l)ost, which is totally surrounded with 
precipices, there is a barhet battery, 
flanking the works to tlie new mole : 
thence the rock continues naturally 
steep for a considerable distance, when 
the line-wall and batteries recommence, 
and extend in an irregular manner to 
Europa Point, the southern extremity 
of the garrison, though not the southern 
point of Europe. The rock from this 
point is regularly perpendicular to 
Europa Advance, where a few batteries, 
and a post at the Cave-guard, terminate 
the works. The fortifications along 
the sea-line at Europa do not, however, 
constitute the principal strength of that 
part of the garrison. The retired and 
inaccessible lines of Windmill-hill have 
great command, and, being situated 
within musket-shot of the sea, are very 
formidable, and of great consequence 
in that quarter. 

The preceding description, it is 
hoped, will be sufficiently explanatory. 
The new bastions on the sea-line were 
lanned and executed by, and under the 
irection of the chief engineer, Major- 
General Sir William Green, Bart 
Lieutenant-General RoT)ert Boyd laid 
the foimdation-stone of the King’s has* 
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tion, in the iibstMioi' of (ieneral (\)ni- Queen’s hathTy (Willis s*), and in the 
walJis, the povernor. Tin* inimson roek above Frinee of Hesse’s bastion; 
also iiudenvent considerable alterations are all so sinpiilarly contrived, and 
whilst he commanded Windmill-hill of so formidable a nature, t^at all 
was fortified, and other chan^A were i/irret attacks by land, henceforward, 
effected at the southward. The im- may be considered as quixotism and 
provements on the northern front were insanity. 

cSTrried on under the direction of Ge* Before the interior i»art of tlie place 
neral George Augustus Eliott since is described, it will not be imj)ro])er to 
he was apiKjinted to the government, conclude the descrij>tion of its outer 
The communication, or gallery leading ! works, by inserting an abstract of the 
to St. George’s Hall, above Farring- i guns, howitzers, and mortars mounted 
don’s battery ; Queen's-lines battery, upon the different batteries. The ori- 
and communication ; two works of the ginal, from which this was copied, was 
same nature, which extend under the taken in ilie beginning of Ma eh, 1783. 
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Total serviceable in tlie gar^l^^on, 663 pieces of artillery. 


The town of Gibraltar is built on a 
bed of red .sand, similar to tliose emi- 
nences without Southport, which ori- 
ginally extended from Landport to the 
^t of the ascent to the south barracks. 
The buildings, before the town was 
destroyed in the late siege, were com- 
posed of different materials, principally 
of tapia;t though, since the English 
have been in |)ossession of Gibraltar, 
many have been built of the rdek- 
stone, plastered, and blue-wa.shed on 
the outside, to break the powerful rays 
of the suii, which otherwise would be 
too glaring, ai?d prejudicial to the eyes. 
The modern houses were in general 
covered with tiles 5 but the flat terraced 
roofs remained in those erected by the 
Spaniards, and in some, the mirandas 
or towers, whence the inhabitants, 
without removing from home, had a 
beautiful and extensive prospect of the 
bay and neighbouring coasts. 

* The gallory nn<ler the Queen’s battery 
has Wen continued by (Jeneral O’Hara, anil 
now communicates with the Trince’s lines: 
it is called the Union Gallery. 

-j* A cement consisting oi’ mortar made of 
S’lnd, lime, and small pebbles, which being 
well tPinpcM'd and w rought Tog<*therin a frame,' 
acquires great strength and solidity. 


Of the buildings that are most de- 
serving notice, the old Moorisli ensile 
is the most conspicuous. Thi.s anti<pie 
structure is situated on the north-west 
side of the hill, and originally* con- 
sisted of a triple Avail, the outer iu- 
closure descending to the Avater’s edge : 
but the lower parts have long since 
been removed, and the grand i)attery 
and Water])ort fortifications creeled on 
their ruins; and the first, or upper 
wall, would long ago have .slianal tlie 
same had it not been found of 

service in covering the town from the 
l^sthimis, in case of a siege. The walls 
standing at present form an oblong 
square, ascending the bill, at the upper 
angle of which is tlic principal tower, 
where the governor or alcaide for- 
merly resided. The ruins of a Moorish 
mosque, or place of worship, can bo 
traced withiri the walls; as also a 
neat morisque court, and reserv^oir for 
water: brtt the latter cannot, witliout 
great difficulty, be discovered by a 
stranger. A large tower on the soutli- 
east wall has long been converted into 
a magazine for powder; and in dif- 
ferent places quarters were fitted up. 
before the late siege, for officers and 
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two companies of soldiers. This castle 
was erected, as I have mentioned be- 
fore, by the Saracens or IMoors, on tlieir 
first invading Spain ; and the present 
venerable remains are incontestable 
proofs of its magnificence whilst it 
continued in their possession. 

The ©ther principal buildings are 
the convent, or governor’s quarters ; 
tlie lieutenant-governor’s house, which 
is a modern structure; the admiralty 
house, formerly a monastery of white 
friars; the soldiers’ barracks, victual- 
ling-office, and store-house. Besides 
these, there are the Spanish church, 
tlie atarasana, or galley-house* and 
some otlier buildings, formerly of note, 
but now in ruins from the fire of the 
Spaniards during the late siege.* 

At the southward are the South bar- 
racks and the Navy hospital. Tlie 
former a stately building, delightfully 
situated, with a parade in front, and 
two pavilions detached ; the whole ca- 
palde of quartering 1200 men, and 
officers proportionate. The latter a 
capacious pile, well adapted to the pur- 
pose for which it was intended ; it has 
aji area in the centre, with piazzas and 
a pllery above, by which the sick may 
enjoy the sun, or shade, as they think 
proper : there ape apartments for 1000 
men, M'itli pavilions at each wing for 
the accoiumodation and convenience of 
the surgeons and their attendants. This 
hospitil was originally erected for the 
navy, in ctLse a British fleet should be 
stationed in the Mediterranean ; but, on 
the Spaniards bombarding thc'town in 
1781, the governor removed into it the 
sick of the garrison. At some distance, 
in the front of the South barracks, are 
two i)owder magazines, in which the 
supplies from England are usually de- J 
posited, Viefore they are distributed to^ 
the other magazines. These last were 
the chief, I might say almost the only 
buildings remaining on fhe rock after 
the late siege ; and their preservation 
was owing to their being kept in con- 
stant repair by workmen purposely ap- 
pointed for that duty. 

* Sinc<> the peaee of 17R.*J, the ;?rentest psirt 
of the town has been rebuilt, anti (which is 
much to be regretted) on the old foundations 
and plan. 


Beside the remains of Moorish ar- 
chitecture which have already been 
mentioned, the following have been 
esteemed not unworthy of notice. 
Within the town we find the ralley- 
house, and part of the Spanish church ; 
also the bomb-house, adjoining the 
line-wall : and at the southward, ruUTs 
of Moorish buildings are discernible on 
Windmill-hill, and at Europa. The 
former are situated on an eminence, 
but no antiquarian can determine to 
what use they were appropriated : some 
are of opinion they were burying-vaults 
for persons of rank ; othere suppose 
tliem a prison ; wdiilst, in the garrison, 
the whole is generally known by the 
name of the Inquisition. At Europa, 
opposite the guard-house, may be traced 
the remains of a building erecUid by 
the Moors, but used by the Spaniards as 
a chapel, and called Nuestra Senora del 
Europa. Along the water’s edge, with- 
out the fortification, are also several 
ruins of Moorish walls; and towards 
Euroga Advance is a Moorish bath, 
called by the garrison tlie Nuns’ Well. 

It is sunk 8 feet deep in the rock, 
is 72 feet long, and 42 feet broad, and 
to preserve the water, has an arched 
roofj supported by pillars. To the left 
of this bath is a cave, under Windmill- 
hill, know n by the name of Beef-steak 
Cave, which was a common residence 
for many of the inhabitants during the 
late siege. 

The hill abounds in cavities, that 
serve as receptacles for the rain. None, 
however, so singular and worthy of 
notice as St. Michael’s Cave, on tlie side 
of the hill, in a line viith the South 
barracks, about 1100 feet above the 
level of the sea. At the entrance are 
the remains of a strong wall. The 
mouth is only 5 feet wide; but on 
descending a slope of earth, it widens 
consid«?ral)ly, and, with the assistance 
of torches, the openings of several 
smaller caves are discovered. The 
outer cave is about 200 feet long, and 
90 brbud. The top appears to be sup- 
ported by pillars of vast magnitude, 
fonned by the perpetual droppings of 
petrifying water, the whole bearing 
great resemblance to the inside of a 
gloomy Gothic cathedral. 


c 
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Tbo several gradations in the pro- 
gress of these petrifactions are easily 
aiscoverod. In some may he observed 
small capitals, desceiuling from the roof, 
whilst proportionable bases rise uiuler- 
neath : others apiin are formed of very 
small diameter ; and a thinl class, im- 
nfensely large, seem to support the roof 
of tins woii^erful cavern. V^isitors 
arc generally condnoted to view this 
cave; and ntimbers, witli the ashistanee 
of ropes and toroln'S, have attempted 
to explore the depth ; however, after 
descending about 500 feet, they have 
been obliged to return, by the gross 
vapours whicli issued from beneath. 
It was in tliis cave that the Spaniards 
concealed themselves in the siege of 
1727, when a party of them, unper- 
ceived, got into the garrison, at the 
Cave-guard, near Kuropa Advance, but 
afterw’ards failed in their enterprise. 

There are several other caves on dif- 
ferent parts of the hill, in which the w'ater 
possesses the same petrifying qualities. 
One under Middle-hill, called Poco- 
roca, was fitted up, previous to the 
bombardment, for the governor’s re- 
ception ; but was afterwards converted 
into a powder magazine, being very 
convenient for the batteries on the 
heights. 

Amongst tlie natural curiosities of 
Gibraltar, the petrified bones, found in 
the cavities of the rocks, have greatly 
attracted the attention of the curious. 
These bones are not found in &nc par- 
ticular part, but have been discovered 
in various places at a consid«N'able dis- 
tance from each other. From the rocks 
near Rosia Ray (without the line- 
wall) ^reat quantities of this curious 
petrifaction have been collected, and 
sent home for the inspection of natu- 
ralists. Some of the bones are of large 
diameter ; and, being broken with the 
rock, the marrow is easily to be dis- 
tinguished. Colonel James, in his 
description of Gibraltar, mentions an 
entire human skeleton bein^ discovered 
in the solid rock at the Prince’s lines ; 
which Ihe miner blew to pieces : and 
in the beginning of the late blockade, 
a party of miners, forming a cave at 
Upper All’s Well, in the lines, produced 
several bones that were petrified to tlie 


I rock, !iml upixwJ to haw Wong,,! 
fo a large kini : la iiig prosent at tlic 
time, I procured several fragments • 
but in the bombardment of 1781 they 
were destroyed ndth other similar cu- 
riosities. 

The hill is remarkable for the number 
of apes about its summit, wJiich are said 
not to be found in any other part of 
Spain. They breed in places inacces- 
sible to man, and frequently appear in 
large droves with their young on tlieir 
hacks, on tlie vresterii face of the hill. 
It is imagined they were originally 
brought f»*om llarbary by the Moors, as 
a similar species inhabits Mens Abyla, 
which, on that account, is generally 
called Apc’s-hill. Kcd-lcgged par- 
tridges are often found in coveys ; 
wotxlcocks and teal are sometimes seen, 
and wild rabbits are caught about 
Europa and Windmill-hill. Tlie gar- 
rison orders forbid officers to shoot on 
the western side of the rock ; parties, 
however, often go in boats round Eu- 
ropa Point to kill wild pigeous, which 
are numerous in the oaves. 

Eagles and vultures annually visit 
Gibraltar from Barbary, in their way 
to the interior parts of Spain, The 
former breed in the craggy parts of 
the rock, and, with the. hawk, are often 
seen towering round its summit. Mos- 
chetoes arc exceedingly troublesome 
towards th(; close of summer, and 
lociLsts arc sometimes found. The 
scorpion, centipes, and other venomous 
reptiles, abound amongst the rocks and 
old buildings ; and the liarmlcss green 
lizard and snake are frequently caught 
by the soldiers, who, after drawing 
their teeth, treat them with every 
murk of fondness. • 

With regard to the climate of Gib- 
'raltar, the inhabitants breathe a tempe- 
rate and wholesome air for most part 
of the year. The sumrruT months of 
June, July, and August are excessively 
warm, with a perpetual serene and 
clear sky : the heal is however allayed, 
in a great measure, by a constant re- 
freshing breeze from the sea, which 
usually sets in about ten in the fore- 
noon, continuing till almost sunset; 
and, from its invigorating and agree- 
able coolness, is emphatically <^led 
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the Doctor. The cold in winter is not 
so excessive as in the nc*ighlx)uring 
parts of the country. Snow falls but 
seldom, and ice is a rarity ; yet the 
Granadian mountains in Spain, and the 
lofty mountains in Africa, have snow 
lying on them for several months. 
Heavy rains, high winds, and most 
tremendous thunder, with dreadfully 
vivid lightning, are the attendants on 
December and January. The rain 
then pours down in torrents from the 
hill, and, descending with great rapi- 
dity, ofU'ii chokes up the drains with 
large stones and rubbish, and some- 
times does great injury to the works ; 
but these storms are never of long 
duration ; the sky soon clears up; the 
heavy clouds disj^erse ; the cheering 
sun api)ears, and sufficiently compen- 
sates for tlie horrors of the preceding 
night. It is during this season that 
the water that serves the garrison for 
the ensuing summer is collected. The 
a(iuetluct, which conducts it to the 
fountain in the centre of the town, is 
extremely well executed; and was con- 
structed by a Jesuit, when the Spaniards 
were in possession of Gibraltar. It is 
erected beneath the bank of sand, with- 
out South port, beginning to the south- 
ward of the eight-gun bastion, and, 
collecting the rain-w’ater that filtei*s 
through the sand, conducts it to the 
South i)ort, and thence to the fountain. 
The water, thus strained and purified, 
is remarkably clear and wholesome. 

The appearance of the Rock is barren 
and forbidding, as few trees qf shrubs, 
excepting palmettos, are to be seen on 
the face of the hill ; yet it is not en- 
tirely destitute of vegetation ; wild 
herbs, of different kinds, spring up in 
the interstices of the rocks, when the 
periodical rains set in, and afford som« 
trifling nourishment to the bullocks, 
sheep, and goats that browse upon the 
hill. The first rains generally fall in 
September or October, and continue at 
intervals to refresh the garrison till 
April or May. When they cease, and 
the powerful rays of the sun have 
withered the little verdure that ap- 
peared on the hill, nothing offers to 
the eye hut sharp uncouth rocks, and 
dried palmetto bushes. . The soil col- 


lected in the low ground Is, however, 
extremely rich and fertile, prcxlucing a 
variety of fruits and vegetables. Colo- 
nel James, in his elaborate history of 
the Herculean Straits, enumenites no 
less than 300 different herbs which are 
to be found on various parts of the 
rock. Gibraltar consequently must oe 
an excellent field of ai^usement to a 
botanist. 

The garrison, before the blockade of 
1770, w^as chiefly supplied with roots 
and garden-stuff fVom the gardens on 
the neutral ground, which, being on a 
flat, could almost constantly (even in 
summer) l)e kept in a stale of vege- 
tation. I'he proprietors of these gar- 
dens were obliged to relintpiish them 
in 1779, when the Spaniards erected 
their advanced works : from that period 
General Eliott encouraged cultivation 
within his own limits by every possible 
indulgence. Many plots at the south- 
ward w^ere enclosed with walls, the 
ground cleared of stones and rubbish, 
and soil collected from other parts; 
so that with assiduity and perseverance, 
after some time the produce during the 
winter season w as soiincreased as to be 
almost equal to the consumption ; and 
probably, in the space of a few years, 
the garrison may be totally independent, 
in this article, of any assistance from 
the neighbourhood. 

Gibraltar, being nearly surrounded 
by the sea, is exceedingly w^ell sup- 
plied with fish: the John-doree, tur- 
bot, sole, salmon, hake, rock-cod, mul- 
let, and jranger, with great variety of 
less note, are caught along the Spanish 
shore, and in different uprts of the bay. 
Mackerel are also taken in vast num- 
bers during the season, and shell-fish 
are sometimes brought from the neigh- 
bouring parts. The Moors, in time of 
peace, supply the garrison with ox- 
beef, mutton, veal, and poultry, on 
moderate terms ; and from Spain they 
procure pork, which is remarkable for 
Its sw’eetness and flavour. Fruits of 
all kinds, such as melons, oranges, 
green figs, grapes, pomegranates, &c., 
are brought in abundance from Bar- 
bary and Portugal ; and the best wines 
are drank at very reasonable prices. 

The present military establishment 
c 2 
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of Gibraltar (1st of January. 171K)) 
consists of six companies of artillery, 
nine regiments of the line, and a com- 
pany of artificers, commanded by en- 
gineers; composing an army of up- 
wards of 4000 men, otHcers included. 
H^‘fore tJie late bombardment, tlie 
troops were quartered in the barracks 
at the south wrrd, and in quarters fitted 
up out of the old Spanish buildings in 
(town. The officei*s were distributed 
in the same manner ; but in case of re- 
inforcements, and that government 
quarters wore not sufficient for their 
accommodation, billet-money was al- 
lowed in proportion to rank, and the 
officers hired lodgings from the inha- 
bitants. 

The regiments, on their arrival in 
the garrison, are entitled to salt pro- 
visions from the stores, in the follow- 
ing proportion.* One ration for each 
Serjeant, corporal, drummer, and pri- 
vate, consisting of 7 lbs. of bread, de- 
livered twice a week, beef 2 lbs. 8 oz., 
pork 1 lb., butter 10 o/., peas half a 
gallon, and groats 3 pints : every com- 
missioned and warrant officer, under a 
captain, receives t^'o rations, a captain 
three, a major and lieutenant-colonel 
four, a colonel six. In times of pro- 
found peace, officers generally receive 
a compensation in money for their pro- 
visions, or dispose of them to the Jew.s, 
of whom there are great mmibers in 
tlie garrison, who are always ready to 
purcljase, or take them in barter. The 
troops are paid in currency, which, let 
the exchange of the garrison ‘be above 
or below par, never varies to the non- 
commissioned and privates. A serjeant 
receives weekly, as full garrison pay, 
one dollar, six reals, equal to ninepence 
sterling, per diem; a corporal, and 
drummer, one dollar, one real, and five 
quartils, in sterling about sixpence 
per diem ; and a private, seven reals, 
or foiirpence half-penny sterling per 
diem. Officers receive their subsistence 
according to the currency : tldrty-six 
pence' per dollar is par. During the late 

• The garrison of (Gibraltar is now put on 
the same footinj' as all other British garrisons 
abroad, in respect to rations of provisions as 
well as rates of pay. 


bombardment, the exchange, for a con- 
siderable time, was as high as forty- 
two pence, by which those gentlemen 
who M ere under the necessity of drau'- 
ing for their pay, lost sixpence in every 
tliree shillings ; and it seldom was 
lower than forty pence whilst tlie siege 
continued. Tlie coins current in Gib- 
niltor are tliose used in Spain. All 
accounts are kept in dollars, reals, and 
quartils ; the two former, like the pound 
sterling, are imaginary ; the latter is 
a copper coin. 

The bj’y of Gibraltar, formed by 
the headlands of Cabrita am'. Europa 
points, is commodious, and seems in- 
tended by nature to command the 
Straits : there are opportunities, how- 
ever, when a fleet may pass unobserved 
by the garrison; for such is the im- 
penetrable thickness of the mists, 
which usually prevail during the east- 
erly winds, that many ships have baf- 
fled the vigilance of the cruisers, and 
gone through unnoticed; the south- 
westerly' winds, particularly at the 
equinox, are also often attended with 
such thick and rainy weather, tliat ves- 
sels liave pa.ssed through and got into 
the bay without being seen. 

Since Gibraltar has been in the pos- 
session of the English, the Spaniards 
have erected, in dift’erent parts of the 
bay, several batteries and forts for the 
protection of tlieir small craft in war, 
and to prevent their coast from being 
annoyed. At Cabrita, which is a hold 
rocky point, are a harbet battery and 
watch-taver, whence, during tlie block- 
ade, signals of flags liy day, and lights 
at night, were made to infoiin the 
Spanish cruisers at Algeziras, &c. of 
the approach of any vessel tow ards the 
bay. These w'atch-towers an? distri- 
l)uted, at short distances, along the 
coast for a considerable extent, to alarm 
the country, in case of a visit from the 
Algerines, or when any other extraor- 
dinary circumstance hap^iens. To the 
northward of Cabrita are two others, 
with a fort at the northernmost tower, 
which is called San Garcia: the point 
on which the latter are ercicted pro- 
jects, with a long reef of dangerous 
shoals and rocks, considerably into the 
bay. The town and island of Algezi- 
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ras, with their l)atteries, tlieii appear 
ill view. 

Algcziras lies opposite to Gibraltar, 
about 5^ miles across the bay; and, 
since tlie late siege, has greatly in- 
creased in conse(|uenee and wealth. 
I'lie* tOAvii w as built and fortified by 
the Saracens about the year 714, two 
years after their establishment at Gib- 
raltar. It is remarkable for being the 
place where those invaders first disem- 
l)arked, when they so rapidly over- 
turned the Gothic empire in Spain ; 
and, as well as Gibraltar, was erected 
to preserve a communication with 
Africa. Whilst the Moors maintained 
their conquests, it consequently became 
a city of great importance and strength. 
We find, during the successive wars 
which took place hetvreen the Moors 
and the Spaniards, Algeziras was fre- 
quently besieged by the kings of Cas- 
tile ; and, when Gibraltar so easily fell 
into the hands of the Christians in 
1310, this city resisted all their efforts. 
At lengtli, after a most obstinate siege 
in 13-14, Algeziras was compelled to 
surrender to the victorious arms of 
Alonzo XI. The siege continued 
twenty months, and most of the potent- 
ates in P^urope interested themselves in 
the event, by sending succours to the 
C.hristian besiegers. The Phiglish un- 
der the Duke of Lancaster, the lOarls 
of Derby, Leicester, Salisbury, and 
Lincoln, particularly distinguished 
themselves by their gallantry and 
conduct during this memorable con- 
test. It is worthy of renntrk, that 
camion are said to have been first made 
use of ill this siege, by the Moors 
against the assailants ; and the English, 
profiting by the knowledge gained on 
this occasion, afterwards used them at 
the glorious battle of Cressy. The 
►Spaniards continued masters of the 
town till 13()9, when .the Moors of 
Granada surprised the city ; but being 
unable to retain it, they demolished the 
works, and carried away the inhabit- 
ants captive. 

Whilst the Moors kept possession of 
Gibraltar, which was now in its turn 
become a city of importance, the Spa- 
niards never attempted to rebuild Alg^ 
ziras ; and still less did they esteem it 


an object worthy their attention, after 
Gibraltar fell into their hands. The 
town, therefore, remained in ruins and 
desolate, excepting a few fisliermeii’s 
huts, till the Spaniards, in the begin- 
ning of the eighb'enth century, thought 
proper, after the final cession of Gib- 
raltar to Great Britain, to repeople and 
secure it by a few batteilbs towards the 
sea, which also might occasionally pro- 
tect their cruisers in time of war. 
Since that period, from the constant 
intercourse and trade which subsisted 
betw'een it and Gibraltar before the 
war of 1779, Algcziras is become a 
town of some consequence and w'ealth ; 
and, as a writer has justly expressed, 

“ like a pheenix, has risen out of its 
owm ashes, after being for ages in 
ruins.” 

The New Town is built to the north- 
ward of the old city (whose venerable 
mins still remain), and is defended to 
the southward by a battery of 9 or 
10 guns, erected on an island some dis- 
tance from the shore. To the north- 
M'ard of the town is another battery of 
G guns, and a little farther, on an emi- 
nence, one of 22, which was raised by 
Admiral Barcelo, when he was appre- 
hensive of an attack from Sir George 
Rodney in 17tS0. Between the island 
and the town, small craft find tolerable 
shelter ; but ships of war, or of large 
burthen, anchor to the northward. 
The laiids round the town are much 
cultivated, and, with the shipping, 
form, in the spring, a pleasantly va- 
riegated *and beautiful prospect to a 
spectator at Gibraltar. A detachment 
or regiment of infantry is constantly 
on duty here, who, w'ith those of the 
Spanish lines and neighbourhood, are 
under the orders of the coiumaudant 
at St. Rofpie. 

To the northward of Algcziras are 
the rivers Palmones and Guadaranque : 
the former is the broader and deeper 
of the two, and was the principal re- 
treat of the Spanish gun and mortar 
boats, when tliey wanted repairs, after 
bombarding the garrison. Admiral 
Barcelo in this river also prepared 
the fire-ships he sent over in June, 
1780. On the east banks of the Gua- 
daranque, near Rocadillo Point, where 



22 


• HISTORY OF .THE 


[cnAP. II. 


there is a small fort or tower, are the 
venerable ruins of the once famous 
city of Carteia. This celebrated place, 
scarcely a stone of which is now left to 
inform posterity where it stood, is re- 
ported to have been built by the Phoe- 
nicians, in the first ages of navigation, 
when those adventurers visited tlie ex- 
treme parts Cf the then known world. 
Historians mention it under the names 
of C^arteia, Heraclia, and Caipe Carteia. 
When the Carthaginians became a 
powerful nation, and aimed at the sove- 
reignty of Spain, Carteia maintained 
its independence for some time, till 
Hannibal, according to Livy, stormed 
the city, and demolished most of its 
works. When Scipio obliged the Car- 
thaginians to quit Spain, Carteia was a 

S lace of little importance; but the 
bomans finding it a convenient station 
for their navy, the city was increased 
with a Roman colony, and once more 
began to rise into splendour and mag- 
nificence. After the memorable battle 
of Muuda, Cneius Pompey fled to Car- 
teia, but, being pursued, was obliged 
to leave it precipitately. As the Roman 
empire declined, so did Carteia ; and 
probably, soon after the irruption of the 
Goths and Vandals, it beciime almost 
desolate and waste. On the invasion 
of Spain by the Saracens, that nation 
undoubtedly dismantled the buildings 
of this famous city for materials to 
erect Gibraltar and Algeziraa. The 
remains of a quay are still visible, with 
some few ruins of public buildings, ap- 
parently Homan ; and the country 
peasants, in tilling the . ground, often 
find various antique coins, which curi- 
ous antiquarians have not thought un- 
worthy of a place in their cabinets. 

Half-way l)etween the Guadaranque 
and the garrison is another fort and 
tower, called Point Mala, or Negro 
Point, to the northward of which is Ae 
inland village of St. Roque. This is 
a small insignificant town, though de- 
lightfully situated, at about five miles 
distance from Gibraltar. It was built 
hj the Spaniards, in the beginning of the 
eighteenth century, when the garrison 
of Gibraltar surrendered to Sir George 
Rooke. The Spanish commandant of 
the Lines generally makes it his resi- 


dence; and during the si(‘ge under 
the Duke dc Crillon, the Count d’ Ar- 
tois and the Duke de Hourbon had 
apartments in the town. Previous to 
the war of 1779 it was often frecpiented 
by the officers from Gibraltar ; and in 
the spring and summer seasons llritish 
families resided there for several 
months, some for the benefit of their 
health, others for pleasure. The com- 
bined army, during the late siege, en- 
camped on the plains below St. Roque, 
and landed all their ordnance and 
military stores a little to the westward 
of Point Mala, near the Orai ge-grove. 

I cannot help remarking in tins place, 
that, among the evils of the late siege, 
the garrison have to regret the inter- 
ruption of that friendly intercourse 
which before sul^sted between them 
and the neighbourhood, and which is 
now prohibited by the Spanish govern- 
ment. When the communication was 
free and unlimited (except in point of 
introtiucing a contraband traffic in 
Spain), the most friendly intimacy sub- 
sisted between the British military and 
the Spaniards resident in the adjacent 
villages. Parties were reciprocally vi- 
siting each other, and the officers con- 
stantly making excursions into the 
country. These excursions, w ith others 
to the coast of Barbary (which in the 
season superabounds with various spe- 
cies of game), were pleasing relaxations 
from the duties of the garrison, and 
rendered Gibraltar as eligible a station 
as any tQ which a soldier could be or- 
dered. 

On the whole, whether w^e consider 
Gibraltar as commanding the entrance 
of the Mediterranean, and consequently 
as capable of controlling the commerce 
v)f the Europeans with the Levant ; or 
whether we consider it as almost im- 
pregnable by nature, and consequently 
as most susceptible of the improvements 
of art, its situation is, perhaps, more 
singular and curious than that of any 
fortress in the world. These circum- 
stances,^ and the degree of consequence 
which it confers on its possessor, in the 
opinion of the Barbary states, have not 
foiled to excite the attention and alarm 
the interests of most maritime nations 
in Europe ; and, with the multitude at 



1790 .] 


SIEGE OF GIBRALTAg[l. 


23 


least, it has always been an object of 
j)olitical importance. Politicians, how- 
ever, there liave been, of no inferior 
rank, who have thought very differently 
of its value and utility. On tliis deli- 
cate subject I will frankly confess my 


inability to decide, i shall, therefore, 
without furtlier apology, leave these 
.speculations to men of more leisure and 
experience, and proceed to matters bet- 
ter adapted to my capacity and infor- 
mation. 
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CHAPTER III. 


Ooinraencement of the War in 17 T 9 l^etwecn Great Britain and Spain— State of tlie Garrison 
of Gibraltar at that period — Ambij^uous conduct of the Spaniards — Knemy encamp Iwforo 
the Garrison— Form a Blockade — Many Inhabitants leave the Place — Motions of the Enemy 
— Erect additional Batteries in their Lines — Fired upon from the Garrison— Continue their 
Operations — Loss of the Peace and Plenty Privateer— ^Vovis ions extremely scarce in the 
Garrison- Spirited behaviour of the Buck Cutter Privateer — Description of t i > Straits — 
Fidelity of a Moor— Great Distress in the Garrison — Relieved by some fortunate Occurrences 
— Arrival of Sir George Rodney and the British Fleet — Tetuan — Anecdote of Prince Wil- 
liam Henry — Ceuta — Depu-ture of the Fleet. 


AbTiiorGii the Spaniards had been 
thrice defeated in their attempts to re- 
cover Gibraltar, they continued to view 
that garrison with a jealous eye, deter- 
mined, if we ma}' judge from their late 
conduct, to seize the first eligible op- 
portunity of wresting it, if possible, 
from the dominion of Great Britain. 

The war of 1762 was too unexpected 
on the part of Spain, and conducted 
with too great success by the British 
minister, to admit of such an enterprise 
as the siege of Gibraltiir. The period 
was not, however, far distant wlien the 
contest between Great Britain and her 
colonies seemed to promise as favour- 
able an opportunity as thtiir warmest 
wishes could have anticipated; parti- 
larly when, in addition to the civil war, 
they found hostilities taking «place be- 
tween Great Britain and France. The 
close of the ^ear 1777, when the news of 
the convention of Saratoga first arrived 
in Europe, was the period which they 
embraced to introduce themselves into 
the dispute. Hostilities had then been 
carried on for near six months between 
Great Britain and France : Spain there- 
fore judged the opportunity favourable 
to offer her mediation, proposing such 
an arrangement as she must be assured 
would not be agreeable to the principal 
belligerent powers. Great Britain had 
no sooner refused her acquiescence than 
the court of Madrid espoused the part 
of France; and, on the 16th of June, 
1779, the Spanish ambassador, the Mar- 


(luis d' Almodovar, presented to the 
court of London his hostile manifesto. 

The principal design of the court of 
Madrid, in entering into this war, was 
evidently the recovery of Gibraltar. 
Before any reply was given by the 
British ministry to their proposals for 
a pacification, overtures had been p,ri- 
vately made to the Emperor of Mo- 
rocco to farm the ports of Tetuan, Tan- 
gier, and Larache, by which means 
Gibraltar might he cut off from its 
principal supplies. This conduct seemed 
to argue a confidence that her terms in 
the mediation would he refused ; and 
the considerable depots of military 
stores which were collected in her arse- 
nals undoubtedly pointed out that the 
siege of that garrison was her first and 
immediate object. On the 21st of June, 
1 779, the communication between Spain 
and .Gibraltar was closed, by an order 
from Madrid. 

Two days previous to this event Ge- 
neral Eliott, the governor, accompanied 
% many field-officers of the garrison, 
paid a visit to General Mendoza, the 
commandant of the Spanish lines, to 
congratulate him on his promotion. 
Their reception at St Roque was far 
from agreeable ; and it was remarked 
that the Spanish general appeared em- 
barrassed during their stay, which might 
proceed from his knowledge of what 
was to follow. The visit was short, 
and the governor had scarcely returned 
to the garrison when Mr. Logie, his 



SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR. 

I 


1779 .] 

Majesty’s consul in Barbai^, arrived and being acquainted at the same time 
from Tangier, in a Swedish frigate, that the intercourse between Gibraltar 
with certain intelligence of the iiitendefl and the neigh bourhoc)d was no longer 
rui)tiire between Great Britain and to be permitted, we had sufficient con- 
Spain. Mr. Logie’s information pro- lirmation of Mr. Logie’s intellig(‘nce. 
ceeded from a Swedish brig, which on We afterwards learned tliat the courier 
her })a.ssage to Tangier had fallen in who brought from Madrid the order to 
with tlie French tleet, of al)out sail shut up the communication, had been 
of the line, off Cape Finisterre, when detained by accidents qp the road ; 
the master being ordered on board the otherwise it was not impossible that he 
Admiral, M. d’Orvilliers, he learned might have arrived during General 
that they had been cruising for some Eliott’s visit at St. Uoque. 
time in that latitude, ^meeting the June- As the fortress of Gibraltar after tliis 
tion of the Spanish ^fcet from Cadiz, event became a little world of itself, it 
From the amicable assurances Indd out may not be unacceptable to commence 
by the Spaniards, we could not persuade the history of the siege with a state of 
ourselves in the garrison that a rupture the tnwps in garrison at that period, 
was so near; but th§ mail from the gar- and the commanding officers of the dif- 
risou being refused on the 21st of June, ferent corps. 

General G. A. Eliott, Governor. 

Lieutenanl-(TeiH'ral R. Rojd, Lieutenant -Governoi. ^ 

Major-General de la Motte, commandni)^ the llunuveriau nrif;ade. 

K«nk A 



Off. 

Stuff. 

S. 

D. 

File. 


Artillery 

25 

0 

17 

13 

428 

Col. Godwrin, Command, of Artill. 

I'Jth lU!};iment , , 

2« 

3 

29 

22 

519 

Lteut.-Col. Trigf'e. 


25 

4 

29 

22 

506 

Major Keilet. 

,, . . 

23 

4 

30 

22 

5i'8 

Major Fancourt. 

58th ,, . . 

25 

3 

29 

22 

526 

Lieiit.-Col. Cochrane. 

7L>Hd, or R. M. V. 

29 

4 

47 

22 

9-14 

Lieut.' Col. Glmlstaaes. 

^ g 1 Hanlcnberg’s • 

16 

13 

43 

14 

367 

Lieut.-Col. Hu^'O. 

1.5 Kodeu’s . . 

15 

12 

42 

14 

:m 

Lieut.-Col. Dachenhansen. 

i 1 1)(! la Motte’s 

17 

16 

42 

14 

367 

Lieut. -Col, Sclippergill. 

Eiidiiieers, with a Com-1 
pany of Aitilicer.v .] 

1 8 

1 

0 

6 

2 

106 

Colonel Green, Chief Engineer. 


209 

59 

313 

169 

4632- 

-making an .irmy of 5382 men. 


On the comraimication being closed, their usual anchorage, off Waterport 
a council of >var was immediately sum- (where they were liable to be annoyed 
mo^ed, to advise concerning the mea- by the eliemy’s forts), to the soutliward, 
snres to he pursued on the occasion, off the New mole. His force at that 
Preparations had been privaLMy made time consisted of the Panther, of (iO 
for the defence of the garrison, when guns, Captain Harvey, on board of 
intelligence was first received of the which was the flag ; thiee frigates, two 
probability of a war. The objects, of which were on a cruise ; and a sloop 
therefore, at this time to be considered of war. 

were, how to procure constant supplies It is natural to suppose that the gar- 
of provisions from Barbary, and in rison were not a little alarmed at this 
what manner the correspondence be- unexpected procedure of the Spaniards, 
tween England and Gibraltar was to The northern guards were reinforced, 
be conducted. Mr. Logie’s presence and the pickets cautioned to be alert, 
in Barbary was very essential to both in case of alarm. Landport barriers 
these points : he consequently returned were shut, and an artillery officer or- 
to Tangier on the 22nd, having con- dered to Willis’s batteries, to observe 
certed with the goveimor proper sig- the movements of the enemy^ and pro- 
nals, by which he might communicate tect the Devil’s -tower guard, which 
intelligence across the Straits. Admiral was ordered to be very circumspect 
Huff' also, on the 22nd, removed the and vigilant. 

men-of-war under his command from Wliilst the friendly intercourse sub- 
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sisteil between the garrison and the 
neighbourhood, several British families 
and officers had permission to reside at 
St. Roque, Los Varies, and other small 
villages a few miles distant ; hut imme- 
diately on the communication being 
closed, General Mendoza sent them 
peremptory orders to remove ; and the 
time limited ^br their departure was so 
short, that some of them were obliged 
to leave most of their effects behind. 
Those officers whose curiosity had led 
them into the interior paits of the 
country were positively refused liberty 
to return to the garrison ; they were 
therefore conducted to Cadiz, and had 
passports granted them to leave the 
kingdom by other routes. Col. Ross 
and C'apt. Vignoles of the 39th, with 
Capt. Lefan\ie of the 5Gth, neverthe- 
less contrive?! to j^in their corps, by 
assuming disguises, and risking the 
passage in a row-boat from Faro (a 
jKirt in Portugal) to Gibraltar: others 
also attempted, but unfortunately were 
intercept(*d in their voyage. 

The Childers sloop of war, on the 
24th, brought in two prizes from the 
west, one of which (an American) 
Capt. Peacock captured in the midst of 
the Spanish fleet, then at sea. The 
conduct of the Spaniards on this occa- 
sion was extremely ambiguous. Every 
circumstance that fell under our own 
immediate observation convinced us 
that they now intended hostilities 
against Great Britain ; and from Mr. 
lA)gie’s intelligence we had every cause 
to think that this fleet wa.s oftt to join 
the French admiral. Their pennitting 
our cruisers, Vhercfore, to capture a 
friend (as they might then call the 
Americans), under the protection of 
their fleet, we must either consider as 
a finesse, or suppose that they had not 
received orders to act offensively. The 
Childers left two of our frigates watch- 
ing the motions of die Spanish fleet. 
It was somewhat singular that a Mr. 
Suasd. (an American major, who had 
been prisoner in the garrison a little 
time before, along with others of his 
countrymen, but had made his escape), 
and two deserters from Gibraltar, 
should be recognised through their dis- 
guises, on board the American prize. 


The major was remanded to his old 
confinement in the Navy Hospital, and 
the latter were punished according to 
their deserts. 

Though the motions of the enemy 
did not indicate any immediate design 
of attacking the garrison, and the clos- 
ing of the commuuication might be 
only in consequence of hostilities hav- 
ing commenced between Great Britain 
and Spain, yet our intelligence, and 
their late deceitful conduct, gave us 
great reason toijuppose that tliey in- 
tended some mempt on ( ibraltar. 
Depots of earth, &c. wore laerefore 
collected in various places; empty hogs- 
heads and casks were bought from the 
inhabitants, for tho purpose of filling 
them with earth, to strengthen and re- 
pair the fortifications ; and other pre- 
cautions were taken for the defence of 
the place. On the other hand, the 
enemy employed wliat troops they had 
tlien on duty, in the lines and neigh- 
bourhood, in drawing down cannon 
from St. Roque, &c. to animate tho 
forts (in which few ordnance were 
mounted during tlie peace), and in ar- 
ranging matters to strengthen and su^v 
port their posts. 

In the Ixjginning of July, the Enter- 
prise frigate. Sir Thomas Rich, Bart, 
returned with a fleet of snjall craft, 
laden with live-stock and fruit, from 
Tangier; in consequence of w’hich, 
fourteen days' fresh provisions w^erj is- 
sued to the troops. The engineers 
continued preparing materials in their 
departments, towards completing the 
works of the garrison ; for which pur- 
pose strong parties from the line were 
granted them daily, under the com- 
mand of overseers. About 300 Jews 
,and Genoese were also employed in 
levelling heaps of sand, near the gar- 
dens, on the neutral ground, in order 
that, if the onemy should approach, 
tliey might not receive any protection 
and cover from our lower batteries. 
The pickets of the garrison were 
ready, on the grand parade, to sup- 
port these parties in case they had 
been molested ; but though they 
were at work within half musket- 
shot of the enemy's advanced guards 
in the Micquelet huts, yet not the 




least attempt was made to disturb 
them. 

On the .3rd of July a detachment of 
about 180 men from the liritish Hue 
was ordered to join the artillery, to be 
taught the practice of the great guns. 
The artillerj^ in garrison were only 
five companies; a numlier not ade- 
quate to the different duties in case 
of a siege: this reinforcement was 
tlierefore added, and proved after- 
wards of great service in that depart- 
ment. Three English sailors came in 
an open boat, on the 4th, from Cadiz, 
and brought intelligence that an em- 
bargo was laid on all English vess(*ls 
ill that port. In the evening we ob- 
served the Spaniards relieve the guards 
in their lines. 

The Spaniards, in time of peace, 
always stationed a regiment of cavalry 
at St. Ro<iue, with another regiment 
or detachment of infantry at Alge- 
ziras; parties from which did duty at 
their lines ; and no additional body of 
troops, or ships of war, had yet ap- 
peared near the garrison. On the 5th, 
however, in the attenioon, a Spanish 
s<pia(lrou of two seventy-fours, five 
frigates, and other vessels, to the num- 
ber of eleven, hove in sight from the 
west, and lay-to some time oft’ the 
garrison. Whilst they remained in 
this situation, the governor thought it 
pnident to make some new disposition 
of the ordnance at the southward, and 
to caution the regiments in the l^uth 
barracks, the 12th and 72ud, to^ alert. 
The captain of Europa guard, who, 
before, usually joined at retreat-beat- 
ing, was also ordered to his command. 
In the afternoon thrte privateer cut- 
ters arrived from the westward. A 
schooner, under Portuguese coloursf 
stood across from the enemy to recon- 
noitre the first that came in, and on 
her return was fired upon from Eu- 
J*opa batteries, which was the first 
hostile shot from the garrison. The 
enemy’s squadron, in the evening, drove 
to the eastward ; and at night the En- 
terprise frigate arrived from Tetuan 
yith Mr. Logie the consul. In the 
interval of this gentleman’s departure 
from the garrison, a ship of the em- 
peror’s had arrived at Gibraltar to be 


repaired ; but Admiral Duft’ being 
backward in granting the sUires, the 
governor thought proper to send for 
Mr. Logie to explain to the admiral 
the necessity there was of complying 
with the emperor’s request. To re- 
fuse such tritiing assistance at that 
important time, he considered might 
be productive of serious ^onseijuences 
to the garrison. The Enterprise fri- 
gate accordingly sailed to Tetuan to 
bring over the consul. About sunset, 
the evening of the 5th, the frigate 
left Tetuan to return, and w'as disco- 
vered by the enemy’s squadron, part 
of which immediately gave chase. 
Sir Thomas Kich, however, from his 
superior knowledge of the tides, 
escaped, though the wind was con- 
trary. When he arrived within view 
of the garrison, not making the con- 
certed night-signals for fear of bung 
discovered by the pursuers, the officer 
at Europa saluted him with seveml 
shot, but fortunately they did not take 
eifect. 

The following day, the 6th of July, 
a packet was received from England, 
by way of Lisbon and Faro, infonniug 
the governor that hostilities had ctm- 
menced between Great Britain and 
Spain. A proclamation in consequence 
was published in the evening for cap- 
turing all Spanish vessels, &c., and 
letters of marque were grantt*d for 
that purpose to the privateere in the 
bay. Early on the morning of the 
Stli, a soldier of Beden’s deserted from 
the Uevfl’s-tower guard, and some 
time afterwards was followed by a 
Serjeant of the 39th, wh(f was one of the 
overseers attending the inhabiUints em- 
ployed beyond the gardens. In the 
evening General Mendoza, pith seve- 
ral officers, advanced from the lines 
as far as the Micquelet huts, and, after 
reconnoitring about an hour, returned. 

The Spanish commodore continued 
cruising m our neighbourhood till the 
8th, when he stood under an easy sail 
for the westward. Before they quitted 
the Mediterranean they brought-to 
a Portuguese schooner, bound from 
Tetuan to the garrison, and made very 
earnest inquiries concerning the state 
of our provisions. The 9th, the Ame- 
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ricaii prisoners, detained at this time in 
the garrison, were (iistril)uted amongst 
the privateers; and the iol lowing day, 
in eonipany Avith the Childers sloop 
of war, tliey brouglit in four small 
prizes. 

Admiral Duff liaving received in- 
telligence that a large fleet of small 
Vessels M’as,^o sail from Malaga w ith 
wine and provisions for tlie Spanish 
grand fleet, the Childers w'as ordered, 
on the 11th, to cruise to the eastward, 
and give information, by signal, when 
they appeared, with the strength of their 
convoy. M liilst she was on the look- 
out, her boat gave chase to a settee, 
and W’as fired at from Fort St. Ikirbara, 
w hich W'as the first hostile shot from 
the enetny. About eleven o’clock the 
signals Avere made of the expected Spa- 
nish convoy l)eiiig in sight, and soon 
after, of their force. Our admiral, 
howevcT, only cautioned the navy to 
he ready, and went to Windmill-hill 
to reconnoitre them personally. Al»out 
four in the afteriioou the convoy, con- 
sisting of about 60 sail of dift'erent 
biirtliens, under charge of five xe- 
heejues, from 20 to 30 guns each, were 
abitast of Kuropa Point. The priva- 
teers which had accompanied the Chil- 
ders in the morning, were then towing 
in a i)rize taken from the midst of their ■ 
fleet ; and they, as well as the Chil- 
ders, kept up a smart running fire on 
the Spanish commodore; wliich Avas ^ 
secoiuled at the same time from the 
garrisei- batteries at Eiiropa Point and 
Kuropa Advance. The Pahtlier (the 
admiral's sliip, with the flag on hoard) 
and the Entef\)risc Avere still at an- 
chor ; hut at sunset Sir Thomas Pich 
had permission to slip, and the Panther 
soon aft<ai got under way. On the 
appearance of the frigate tlie enemy 
were confused, and instantly .steered 
for Ceuta. The Childers and priva- 
teers pursued, follow’ed by the frigate, 
aud soon after by the Panther. Night 
was now advancing apace, and in a 
short time we lost sight of the 8hi])S. 
A few broadsides now and then gave 
us hopes that our friends had come 
up with them ; and we could not help 
flattering ourselves, from the inferior 
force of the convoy, that daylight 


! would exliihit the ninjorify of them m 
our pos.sessi()ii. Jn the morning, how- 
ever, we discovered the ad mi raf stand- 
ing tOAvards the hay with five or six 
small prizes, and not one other of the 
enemy in sight : whence w e eon- 
eluded that tliey had worked hack to 
their own coast, or escaped through 
the Straits in the night Avhilst our 
ships Avere oft' Ceuta. We afterwards 
learned that the squadron whieli ap- 
peared on tlie oth was sent to eoiiAmy 
this vnlnahle fleet past Gibraltar, lest 
the Pritish admiral should intercept 
them, and prevent their grand fleet 
from receiving these much wanted 
supplies; but the convoy being by 
some unforeseen delays detained, the 
Spanish commodore quitted the station 
on the 8th. 

Tw'o line-of-haftle ships were ob- 
served cruising behind the rock on tlie 
1.3th, and at night they Avent into ("euta. 
The Ihtli the enemy blocked up the 
port with a squadron of men-of-war, 
consisting of two seventy -fours, two 
frigates, five xeheques, and a number 
of galleys, half-galleys, and armed set- 
tees: they ancliored in the hay, off 
Algcziras, and being judiciously ar- 
ranged, and keeping a vigilant look- 
out, tlie garrison became closely block- 
aded. This Avius the first motion of 
the enemy that discovered any direct 
intentions of distressing or attacking 
Gibraltar. At night Waterport guard 
was reinforced with a captain and ten 
privates. Till the 18th of this month 
nothiiiff material occurred, Avlieii a 
small convoy of settees, &c. arrivi'd at 
the Orange-grove, laden with military 
stores, which the enemy began soon 
afterwards to disembark. 

, Mr, Logie liaving prevailed on the 
admiral to grant tlie stores nec(*ssary 
for repairing the emperor’s ship, ami 
his presence .in Earbary being abso- 
lutely necessary, as well to procure pro- 
visions as to conduct the correspondence 
between Great Eritain and tlie gar- 
rison, he returned on the Iflth, ou 
board a Moorish row-galley, which* had 
arrived from the emperor with dis- 
patches relative to the ship under re- 
pair. The galley was interiaipted ia 
her return by the enemy’s cruisers, and 
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(letaiiK**! ft’om seven in the morning 
till live in the afternoon, when she 
was permitted to proceed to Tangier. 
During the embargo Mr. Logie was 
concealed in a small scuttle, down the 
run of the galley, having previously 
made up the gov(*rnoi-*s dispatches, and 
concerted signals, in a loaf, which w'as 
entrusted to a INIoor, to be delivered at 
Mr. Logie's house in Tangier, iu case 
he himself should be discovered, with 
an order for the Moor to receive a gra- 
tuity if he delivered it safe. 

Early in the morning of the 20tb a 
Portuguese boat arrived with fowls and 
charcoal from Tangier. Another, at- 
tempting to come in, w^as taken by a 
half-galley, and carried to Algeziras. 
Sixty pounds of fivsh beef w^re de- 
livered the same day to each regiment 
for the use of the otiicers ; the artillery 
and engineers received in proportion, 
and the navy were included in this dis- 
tribution. The following day orders 
were issued for the troops to mount 
guard with their hair unpowdered ; a 
circumstance trifling in appearance, but 
which our situation afterwards proved 
to be of great importance, and wdiich 
evinced our governors great attention 
and pnulent foresight in the manage- 
ment of the stores. 

So sup('rior a naval force as the 
enemy now had in our neighbourhood 
alarmed Admiral Dutf, who was ap- 
prehensive that they w’ould make some 
attempts on the king’s ships. Signals 
w'ere therefore agreed uiioii betw'een 
the fleet and the garrison, that^in case 
the enemy should make an attack in 
the night, the latter might afford the 
ships every assistance and protection. 
Three lights in a triangle were fixed 
upon by the navy, to distinguish them 
from the enemy. The 22nd the navy* 
manned their boats, and captured a 
settee, within a short distance of the 
enemy’s xebeques ; she proved of little 
value, but the exploit reflected great 
credit on the party employed. The 
same day arrived a boat with cattle, 
&c. from Tangier. In the course of 
the 22nd several officers, attended bjr a 
party of men, were observed tracing 
out ground on the plain IhjIow St. 
Roque, apparently for a camp ; and it j 


w'as remarked that the Micquelets in 
the advanced huts on the neutral ground 
were relieved by regular troops. Tliese 
Micquelets are of the same description 
with onr revenue officers, and w'ere 
stationed to prevent the smuggling of 
tobacco from the garrison into Spain. 

A Portuguese boat, with letters, ar- 
rived early in the morning of the 24th ; 
also a schooner wdth charfoal and fruit 
from Tangier. Between 200 and 300 
men landed the same day at the Orange- 
grove, with an intention, as we con- 
jectured, of taking charge of the stores 
wliich the enemy were disembarking 
there. The 25th they pitched a tent on 
the plain for the working party em- 
ployed in clearing the ground. I 
should have mentioned, that on the 
12th a Hanoverian soldier deserted, 
and this day two of the same brigade 
followed his example. The enemy, on 
the 2r)th, began to form a camp on the 
plain below St. Roque, about half a 
mile from Point Mala, and three miles 
from the garrison. Fifty tents were 
pitched, and a detachment of cavalry 
and infantry soon after took possession. 
The same day the Illcrim, a Sw edish 
frigate, wdiich had been in the bav 
some weeks before, arrivcal, tbougn 
opposed by tin* enemy. The Swedish 
cajitain politely brought-to on their 
firing a gunj Init being told ho must 
not anchor under the walls of the gar- 
rison, he resumed his course, telling 
them he«nust go to Gibraltar, and they 
should not prevent him. Some shots 
were exchanged, but none took effect. 

The Spanish camp being daily re- 
inforced with additional regiments of 
cavalry and infantry, and large parties 
being still employed in landing ord- 
nance and military stores at Point 
Mala, the governor thought proper, on 
the 29th, to establish the following 
staff officers, namely, Cai)tains, Val- 
lotton, of the 5()th regiment — Patterson, 
of the artillery — Porch, of the 12th 
regiment, and Eveleigh, of the en- 
gineers, to be aides-de-camp to himself, 
as cowimander-in-chief ; Captain Wil- 
son and Ljoutenaut Buckeridge, of the 
39tli regiment, aides-de-camp to Tfieu- 
tenant-Iien. Boyd: Lieutenant Wein- 
zey, of tlie Hanoverian Brigade, aide 
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de-camp to Major-Gen. (le la Motte; 
Major Hardy, of the r)()tli regiment, 
quartermaster-general ; Captain Hors- 
burgh, of tlie .‘h)th regiment, who was 
town-major, adjutant-general ; Captain 
Hurke, of tlie 58th regiment, town- 
major; and Lieutenant S. Wfwxl, of the 
.'idtli regiment, assivVtant town-major. 
At the siime time all the horses, except 
those belonging to field and siatf-offi- 
cers, were ordered to he turned out of 
the jjarrison, unless the owners, on in- 
“iipeetion, had loon lbs. of feed for each 
horse : and, to enforce the latter order 
by example, the governor directed that 
one of his own horses should be shot. 

In tlie afternoon of tlie .'loth, one of 
the enemy’s xebcques maimed her 
yards, and fired a salute. Immediately 
afterwards we ol^served she had hoisted 
a fla:r at tlie mizeii top-ma‘<t liead, 
instead of a broad pendant ; from which 
ceremony we concluded that the naval 
comnuuulaut liad been promoted, or 
that he was superseded by an atliniral. 

In the beginning of August, the 
corps in garrison were ordered to give 
111 returns of their best marksmen, and 
also of those men who had ever been 
employed in making fascines. Those 
officers unmarried, or without families, 
who drew double rations for two com- 
missions, were ordered at the same 
time to draw rations only for one com- 
mission. Two Dutchmen came in on 
the 2nd, unperceived by the enemy's 
cruisers, laden with rice aivl dried 
fniit.-> : the rice, and a part of the fruit, 
the governor purchased, for the use of 
the troops. The enemy’s caftip by this 
time was considerably increased, and 
Ave numbered*‘2fi cannon behind the 
fort at Point Mala. 

A Venetian arrived on the 5th, 
though fired at by the enemy. She 
(with the Dutchmen) remained no 
longer than was necessary to take on 
board some of the inhabitants, who, ap- 
prehensive that the garrison would be 
besieged, thought it eligible to seek an 
asylum in time. Indeed about this 
time scarcely a boat or vessel left the 
port without being crowded with Jews 
or Genoese, who preferred a residence 
in Barbary, or Portugal, to remaining 
in Gibraltar, where the necessaries of 


life became every day more scarce. 
Early on the fth came in a Portuguese 
sclKKMier, from Tangier, with 44 bul- 
locks, 27 sheep, and a few fowls; and 
tw'o days following, another arrived 
with onions, fruit, and eggs : the latter 
brought letters fc>r the governor, but 
no news from England. From this 
<lay nothing material occurred till the 
loth, Avlien the enemy’s cruisers cap- 
tured a boat bcdongiiig to the garrison. 

As affaii*s licgan to wear a more se- 
rious aspect,, a general activity reigned 
throughout the garrison, promoted not 
a little by the example of th(' e:v» vernor, 
who was usually present '-hen the 
w orkmen paraded at dawn of day. Tlie 
engineers were busily employed in put- 
ting the works at Willis’s in the best 
repair, and in erecting new batteries on 
the heights of the north front. A con- 
siderable extent of ground above the 
town was cleared ami levelled, to en- 
camp the difterent regiments, in case 
the enemy should fire upon the town. 
Parties were likewise detached to col- 
lect shrubs, &c., from the face of the 
hill, for fascines; and the artillery 
were daily engaged in completing tlie 
cxiiense magazines with powder, rang- 
ing the different ordnance, and pre- 
paring everything for immediate use 
in their department... ''J'he navy were 
not less diligent. ^A new battery for 
22 guns was lx*gun in the Navy Yard, 
as a resour<;e in case the enemy’s ope- 
rations should make it necessary to lay 
up the ships ; and the stores were re- 
moved from the New mole to the 
Navy hospital. 

Towards the middle of August, tlie 
motions of the enemy were no longer 
mysterious ; every succeeding day con- 
firmed us in the opinion tliat their 
object was to distress the garrison as 
much as pos.sible. The blockade be- 
came more strict and severe, their anny 
was in force before the place, and their 
present plan seemed to be to reduce 
Gibraltar by famine. Our stock of 
provisions, they concluded, was small ; 
and their squadron under Admiral 
Barcelo, who commanded in the bav, 
could prevent succours being thrown in 
by neutral vessels ; whilst their grand 
fleet, united with that of France, would 
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be superior to any 'whicli Great Britain 
could equip, in her tlieii critical situa- 
tion. Tliis scheme, every circumstance 
considered, was specious ; and, liad not 
the garrison fortunately received a sup- 
ply of provisions, &c., in- April, 1779, 
the troops undoubtedly would have 
R*en reduced to the greatest distress, 
and the place might probably have 
been in imminent danger, before the 
ministry could dispatch .a fleet to its 
reru'f. I’he situation of the garrison 
was becoming every day more interest- 
ing; only forty head of cattle were 
now ill the place; and from the vigi- 
lance of the enemy, there was little 
prospect of constant supplies from Bar- 
bary : two bullocks were ordered, 
therefore, to he killed daily for the use 
of the sick. 'I’he iiihahiU'iits had been 
warned in time to provide against the 
calamities M'liich now impended: the 
vSlaiiding orders of the garrison sjx^ci- 
fied, tliat every inhabitant, even in time 
of peace, should have in store six 
iixmtlis’ provisions; yet by far the 
greater mmiher had neglected this pre- 
caution. 'Fhese unfortunate people, as 
they eoiild not expect to be riipplied 
from the garrison stores, were in ge- 
neral comjxdled to seek subsistence by 
ejuitting the place ; some, however, 
were induced to weather out the storm 
by the property they had in the garri- 
son, M Inch was probably their all, and 
which they could not remove with 
thouiselves. Those of this dAcription, 
on apjilication, obtained leave to erect 
wooden huts and sheds at tli^ south- 
ward, above the Navy Hospital, whi- 
ther they began to remove their valu- 
able effects, &c., that they might be se- 
cure from the aimoyaiice of the enemy, 
in case the towui should be bombarded. 

Fifteen or sixteen covered carts, oi/ 
the 1 otli, arrived at the enemy’s camp, 
and unloaded timber, planks, &c., at 
their laboratory tents. They continued 
landing stores on the beach, which em- 
ployed a great number of carts to con- 
vey them to their defpots ; and at night 
we generally observed a number of 
lights, and frequently hoar^ a noise like 
that of jotm employed on some labo- 
rious duty : this might proceed from 
dragging cannon, as we observed, on 


the 17th,theymad animated all the em- 
brasures in Fort St. Philip. 

Early on the 17th, the enemy at- 
tempted to cut out a pcdacre, w hich wuis 
anchored off the Old mole ; but retired 
on a guri being fired at them from the 
garrison. The small craft, after tl)is 
circumstance, removed to the New 
mole, as the men-of-war had done some 
time before. The 18th, 4u the morn- 
ing, tw o parties of workmen came from 
the camp, and were employed at Forts 
St. Philip and St. Barbara: covered 
carts continued constantly going from 
Point Mala to the laboratory tents, sup- 
posed to be laden wuth shot. The fol- 
lowing morning a Spaniard came in an 
open boat to Waterport, with onions 
and fruit, having a pass for Ceuta: he 
w'as examined by the quartermaster- 
general, and allowed to sell his cargo 
and purchase tobacco, but was not piT- 
mitted to land : at night he was ordered 
to return, which he did about eight 
o’clock. lie informed us the camp con- 
sisted of betw een 5000 and OOOO men, 
which were to be immediately com- 
pleted to 15,000. The 2(’tb, the enemy 
fornied a new' camp, to tlie left of the 
stone quarry, under the Queen of Spain’s 
Chair ; w'e imagined it to bo intended 
for the Catalonian troops, as they are 
usually encamped separate from tlie 
rest 01 the Spanish forces. The same 
day our marksmen were embodied into 
a company of two non-commissioned 
officers and 64 men : and the command 
was given to Lieutenant Burleigh, of 
the ffUth regiment. 

The enemy, on the 21st, had more 
men than usual emplojed in making 
fascines: they likewise were vei*y busy 
in piling shot, and had a party at work 
in the covered way of Fort St. Philip. 
A number of carts daily brought shot 
(as we imagined) to the lines, particu- 
larly to Fort St. Barbara. The 23rd, 
the corps of engineers were formed 
into three divisions, and several officers 
of the line appointed to join them as 
assistant engineers and overseers. The 
same day some experiments were made 
with red-hot shot: this practice was 
continued on tlie 25th, when some car- 
casses were also thrown, and much 
approved. The 27 th, we observed a 
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fuscinc-work beg!;nri upon the glacis, 
north of Fort St. Philip, which after- 
wards proved to be a mortar battery. 
A great number of carts continued to 
be employed in the enemy’s camp, and 
vast {piautities of stores were constantly 
landing beyond Point Mala. In the 
course of the 30th, the Childers and 
an armed schooner attempted to cut ofl* 
two half-galleys becalmed in the bay ; 
but the enemy’s xebeques, getting under 
way, obliged them to desist. At night 
upwards of 80 covered carts came down 
to the enemy’s lines. 

From the time the enemy first ap- 
peared encamped before the garrison, 
troops had been continually joining 
them from all quarters. Their camp 
consisted of two lines (independent of 
the Catalonians), extending from Point 
Mala, in an oblique direction, into the 
country, towards the Queen of Spain’s 
Chair. The streets were in a direction 
neafty parallel to the bottom of the 
bay. The guards in their lines and 
advanced posts were, as the camp in- 
creased, proportionably reinforced ; but 
no act of hostility haa yet taken place 
in that quarter, though tlie governor 
continued the garrison-guard at the 
Devil’s-tower. Their forts were re- 
paired and put in the best order of de- 
fence. Laboratory tents for the artil- 
lery were pitched in front of their 
camp, and magazines erected for mili- 
tary# stores, which were frequently 
brought by fleets of small criCft, con- 
voyed by inen-of-war from Cadiz, Ma- 
laga, and other ports in the ii^dghbour- 
liood. 

On the 5th ,pf September a soldier 
of Ilardenberg’s deserted from a work- 
ing party employed in scarping the 
rock, under the lines. He was fired 
upon from Willis’s, but got off. Be- 
sides the party engaged in rendering 
the lines inaccessible, our engineers 
were daily strengthening them with 
palisades, &ic. Traverses were also 
erected along the covered way, grand 
battery, and line-wall above Water- 
port, where a strong boom of masts 
w as laid, from Old mole head to the 
foot of Landport ghicis. About this 
time the regiments began to practise 
grenade exercise. The day on which 
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the Hanoverian deserted, a Moorish 
galley came over from Algeziras, 
where she had been detained ten 
days. The crew rei>orted that the 
Spanish camp was very sickly. It is 
supposed this vessel came to order 
home the ship which had been some 
time repairing in the New mole, as the 
following day both of them left the 
garrison for Tangier : a xebeque, how- 
ever, speaking them off C^abrihi Point, 
the Moors were conducted to the Spa- 
nish admiral. 

The enemy's workmen in the lines 
appeared at this time to be alout .500. 
They were principally engaged in fill- 
ing up with sand the north part of the 
ditch of Fort St. Philip, completing 
the mortar battery' before mentioned, 
and raising the crest of the glacis of 
their lines in diflerent places. From 
the noise often heard during the night, 
and the number of lights seen, we 
judged that they worked without in- 
termission. Two waggons, drawn each 
by 1 2 mules or horses, arrived at the 
lines on the 8th, which we conjectured 
brought fixed ammunition. The lltb, 
we observed that they had begun several 
fascine-works on the crest of their lines, 
apparently for mortar batteries ; and 
had raised several traverses for the 
protection of their guard-houses. Wag- 
gons and carts continued bringing 
fascines and other materials to the lines 
from the camp. The same day, a row*- 
boat, fitted out by the Jews, brought 
in a Dutch dogger laden with wheat : 
a very raluable supply in our situ- 
ation. 

The operations of the enemy now 
began to engage our attention. They 
had been permitted to pass and repass 
unmolested for some time ; but the 
■governor did not think it prudent to 
allow them to proceed any longer with 
impunity. A council of war was con- 
sequently sunlmoned on the 11th, to 
confer on the measures to be pursued. 
The council consisted of the following 
officers: — The governor, the lieutenant- 
governor, Vice-admiral Duff, Major- 
general de Motte; Colonels Rbss, 
Green, and Godwin ; with Sir Thomas 
Rich, Bart. In the evening it w^as re- 
ported that their opinion was not to 
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open on the enemy whilst they conti- 
nued within their lines : but this rumour 
was only propagated to deceive the 
garrison ; for on the succeeding morn- 
ing, being Sunday the l'2th of Septem- 
ber, the artillery officers were ordered 
to the batteries on the heights ; and the 
Devil’s Tower guard being withdrawn, 
the governor opened on the enemy 
from Green’s Lodge (a battery made 
since the blockade commenced\ Wil- 
lis’s and Queen Charlotte’s batteries. 
Their advanced guards in the Micque- 
lot huts, and in the stone guard-houses, 
were in a sliort time compelled to re- 
tire, and the workmen assembled in 
the lines obliged to disperse. The co- 
vered waggons returned to the camp 
without depositing* their ladings ; and 
so general a panic seized .the enemy at 
this unexpected attack, that their ca- 
valry galloped off towards the ^amp, 
and for some hours scarce a person 
was to be seen w'ithin the range of our 
guns. The forts were too distant to be 
materially damaged; and the gover- 
nor’s intention being only to disturb 
their workmen, the firing after a few 
hours slackened, and a shot was only 
discharged as the enemy presented 
themselves. A brass gun in the Queen’s 
battery (Willis’s) run with eight 
rounds. 

Tlie mortar batteries that liad been 
discovered in the enemy’s lines, some 
few days previous to our tiring, had 
caused no small alarm amongst tlie in- 
habitants; those, therefore, who had huts 
in Hardy Town, at the southwi^'d, im- 
. mediately removed their most valuable 
effects, fully convinced that the Spa- 
niards at night would return the fire, 

That^e duty of the batteri^is might 
be perf^ied with spirit, in case the 
enemy persisted in carrying on their 
works, a captain, 3 subalterns, and 
52 men of the artillery, were ordered 
to take in charge Green’s Lodge, 
Willis’s, and Sther batteries on the 
heights. The firing was continued die 
subsequent days, as circumstances di- 
rected. T^ IGth, our artillery made 
thrre attemts to reach the enemy’s 
laboratory tents, or artillery park (as 
henceforward they will be called), from 
a sea-mortar at W’^illis’s. The ^rst and 


second shelf burst immediately on 
leaving the mortar ; the third went its 
range, but fell a little short of the 
fascine park. The artillery at this pe 
riod used the old shells, the fuses of 
which were in general faulty ; and 
this was the cause that the experiment 
did not answer on the first and second 
trials. We observed, the same day, 
that the Spaniards had pitched some 
additional tents a little beyond Point 
Mala : they also began to erect a pier, 
or wharf, for the convenience of laud- 
ing their stores and supplies. 

Whilst the governor kept a watchful 
eye on the enemy’s operations, mo- 
lesting their workmen as much as 
possible from Willis’s, proper precau- 
tions were taken in the town to ren- 
der a bombardment less distressing, 
in case they retaliated, which, indeed, 
their preparations gave us reason 
to think would not be long deferred, 

I The pavement of the streets, in the 
north part of the town, was ploughed 
up ; the towers of the most conspicu- 
ous buildings were taken down, and 
traverses raised in difi'erent places, to 
render the communications more se- 
cure. The enemy appeared to bear 
our fire very patiently in their lines : 
their parties continued working on the 
mortar batteries ; the stone sentry- 
boxes were pulled down, and the 
guard-houses unroofed; a boyau, or 
covered way, was likewise begun, to 
make a ssafe communication from tlie 
lines to their camp. 

Our firijig was still coutiimed ; but 
their parties were at too considerable a 
distance (being near a mife) to be mate- 
rially annoyed by our shot; and the 
works being surrounded with sand, the 
large shells sunk so deep that the 
splinters seldom rose to the surface. 
An experiment was therefore recom- 
mended by Captain (now Major) Mer- 
cier, of the 39th regiment, namely, to 
fire out of guns .^^-inch shells, with short 
fuses ; which were tried on the 25th, and 
found to answer extremely well. These 
small shells, according to Captain 
Mercier’s method, were thrown with 
such precision, and the fuses cut by 
calculation with such exactness, that 
the shell often burst over their heads» 

D 
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and wounded them bcfclre they could 
get under cover, ''riiis mode * of an- 
noyance was eligible on several other 
accounts: less powder was used, and 
the enemy were more seriously mo- 
lested; the former was an advanfcigc 
of no small consequence, since it en- 
abled the governor to reserve, at this 
period, what might be probably ex- 
pended to tfle greater benefit of the 
service on a future occasion. It will 
also account for the extraordinary 
number of shells which were dis- 
charged from the garrison. 

In the afternoon of the 2fith a sol- 
dier of the 7'ind regiment deserted 
from a working party out at Landport. 
He took refuge behind one of the Mic- 
qiielet huts, and, notwithstanding our 
endeavours to dislodge him, remained 
there till night, Avhon it is imagined he 
proceeded to the lines. Our firing was 
now very tritiing. The enemy con- 
tinued making additions to tlieir boyau 
and the works in the lines ; but the 
latter were chiefly done in the night. 
Indeed, since our bring, their operations 
>vitbin our reach had been principally 
carried on during the night, at which 
time, or very late in the evening, they 
also relieved tlieir guards. 

In the beginning of October, the 
rnomy’s army, according to our intel- 
ligence, consisted of sixteen battalions 
of infantry, and twelve scpiadrons of 
horse, which, if the regiments were com- 
jiiete, would amount to about 14,000 
men. Lieutenant-General Don Mar- 
tin Alvarez de Sota Mayoivwas com- 
inander-iii' chief. We continued our 
fire, varying aj> objects presented them- 
selves. 

The great command we had over 
the enemy’s operations from Greeifs 
Lodge, induced the engineers to mount 
still higher, and endeavour to erect 
a battery on the summit of the north- 
ern front of the rock ; a place there- 
fore was levelled, and a road for 
wheeled carriages begun' at Middle- 
hill. . The 4th, a soldier of the 58th 
attempted to desert from Middle-hill 


• Tlie enpmy, we were informed, attempted 
thif* practice, but never could bring it to per- 
fection. 


guard, hut was dashed to pieces in 
his descent. The artillery were too 
impatient to have a gun mounted on 
the summit of the rock, to wait till the 
new road was finislied: they accord- 
ingly determined to drag a twenty-four 
pounder up the ste(;p craggy face of 
the rock ; and in a few days, with great 
difficulty and prodigious exertions, 
they were so successful as to get it to 
the top. The 9th, a party of the navy 
attempted to cut olF two Spanish pola- 
cres, becalmed between Algeziras and 
their camp. Our seamen spiritedly 
hoarded one, and were on tin '*r return 
with the other, when two gaheys from 
Point Mala gave chase, maintaining a 
smart and well-directed fire as they 
advanced, and gained so considerably 
on the prizes • that the captors were re- 
luctantly obliged to quit them, and 
betiike themselves to their boats. The 
Childers sloop-of-war was ordered out 
to protect them, and fortunately was in 
time to stop the progress of the galleys. 
The tiller of one of our barges was 
carried away by a sliot, hut no other 
damage was received. 

The platform on the summit of the 
rock was completed on the 12th ; and, 
the gun being mounted, the succeeding 
day we saluted the ene,my’s forts with a 
few rounds of shot and shells. This gun 
was mounted on a traversing carriage, 
and was distinguished by the name of 
the Rock Gun. From that post we had 
nearly a hii d’s-ey(! view of the enemy’s 
lines, and, with the assistance of glasses, 
could (lV4iiietly observe every operation 
in their camp. ' In the afternoon of the 
ICth a servant of Mr. Davies (the agent- 
victualler of the garrison), under pre- 
tence of looking for a strayed goat, 
obtained leave to pass Landport har- 
‘rier, and immediately went over to tlie 
enemy. ^Phe desertion of this man 
gave us some concern, as probably, to 
eusure a favoilrahle reception, he might 
have taken with him some memoran- 
dums of the state of onr provisions. 

The enemy’s parties had not been 
remarkably active in the hegimiing of 
the mouth; hut about the 17th hnd 
18th, their workmen in the lines were 
more numerous than usual, which 
produced a more animated fire from 
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oiir batteries. As our artillery by this 
time were accustomed to fire fi'om 
heights, the small shells did consider- 
able execution amongst their workmen, 
many of whom we observed were car- 
ried off*. On the evening of the 19th, 
the governor was at Willis’s, to see an 
experiment of a light ball, invented by 
Lieutenant Whitham, of the artillery. 
It was made of lead, and, when filled 
with composition, weighed 14 lbs. 10 oz. 
This ball, with 4 lbs. of powder, was 
fired at six degrees of elevation, out of 
a thirty-two pounder, upon the glacis 
of their linos : it burnt w'cll ; and the 
experiment would have been repeated, 
had not a thick fog suddenly arisen. 
'^l''he governor was at Willis’s the suc- 
ceeding morning, to* see a secoud ; when, 
the fog being totally dispersed, the 
light ball answered his expectation. 
The enemy, during the night, had been 
nncomnionly noisy ; but when the light 
ballh were fired, no parties W'ere dis- 
covered at work. Nevertheless, at day- 
break, to our great surprise we observed 
35 embrasures opened in their lines, 
foniiing three batteries ; tw’O of 14 each, 
beai'ing on our lines and Willis's, and 
one of 7, apparently for the town and 
Waterport. 'Lliey were cut through 
the parapet of their glacis, and situated 
between the barrier of tlie lines and 
Fort St. Philip. The embrasures were 
all masked, and many of the merlons 
were in an unfinished state : the gover- 
nor ordered the artillery to direct their 
fire on these works, and on tlie seven- 
gnu battery in parti cidar, whore they 
had a party finishing w’hat was left im- 
perfect in the night.* In the afternoon, 
a Venetian was brought-to by a gun 
fi’om Europa, and came in; two gal- 
leys attempted to cut her offi but in 
vain. 

Our workmen now became exceed- 
ingly diligent ; new communications 
and works were raised In the lines, 
which were reinforced at night, with a 
subaltern and 43 men ; the alarm-posts 
nf the regiments were also changed. 


* From tlu» distance of these batteries, we 
did not imaffine they \\ould ever msitetially 
injure th«* garrison : but the cannonade and 
bombardment of 1781 convinced us of our 
error 


and other ari^rigeraents took place. On 
the night of the 2()th, we imagined, 
from the noise in the enemy’s lines, that 
their cai’penters were platforming the 
new batteries, the merlons of which 
they had cased and capped wdth fas- 
cines. Their boyau now extended from 
the fascine park, almost to the barrier 
of the lines. The 23rd, a prize settee, 
laden with rice, was sen^ in from the 
eastward : she was fiiken by a privateer 
belonging to Mr. Anderson, of the gar- 
rison, the capfiiiii of which thought the 
cargo would be useful to the inhabit- 
ants ; and indeed this supply was truly 
seasonable. No vessel or boat had ar- 
rived for six weeks (excepting the Ve- 
netian, on the 2Uth instant), and every 
article in the garrison began to sell a| 
a most exorbitant price : this trifling 
addition of provisions was therefore 
well received by the miserable Jews 
and Genoese, though th(i rice sold for 
21 dollars 6 reals per cwt., which, at 
40f/. sterling the dollar, u 3/. 12s. i d. 

The enemy’s artillery,'^on the 2Gth, 
decamped from their old ground, before 
the right wing of their front line, and 
took post near the Catalonians, where 
they were reinforced with a detach- 
ment that had lately joined. The follow'- 
iiig night, the Dutch dogger, which had 
brought us the siip[>ly of wheat some 
weeks before, sailed for Malaga: she 
took 73 Genoese and Spanish passen- 
gers. ’J’he next day our artillery got 
up to TVIiddle-hill two tw'enty-four 
pounders, to be in readiness for a new 
battery, which w'as erecting below 
the rock gun. Another twenty-foiir- 
pounder was taken to tlje same place, 
on the morning of tlie 25th. Our firing 
still continued, as the enemy’s parties 
were daily bringing down timber and 
other materials for their new batteries. 

The 3l)tb, an English privateer, 
called the Peace and Plenty, 18 six 
pounders, McKenzie master, at- 

tempting to get ill from the east^vard, 
ran ashore half-way between Fort Bar- 
bara and the Devil's Tower. Some of 
the crew came on shore on tlie neutral 
ground; the remainder, with the mas- 
ter, were brought otf by the admiral’s 
Ixiats : and ou tlie night of tlie 3l£t, 
she was burnt. As there was some- 
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thing extraordinary and linaccoimtable 
in the circumstances attending the loss 
of this vessel, I cannot resist the temp- 
tation of relating them more at large. 
In the morning she was bearing down 
under a fine sail and leading wind, 
for Europa advanced guard, as two 
xebeques were cruising off Europa 
Point. One of the xebeques, about 
nine, got witnin shot of her: a few 
rounds were exchanged, and the priva- 
teer was apparently resolved to fight 
her way in ; but on a sudden she al- 
tered her course, and ran ashore under 
the enemy’s guns, about 400 or .500 
yards from the garrison. The boatswain 
was killed, and several others wounded 
from the fort, before our boats arrived 
^ their relief. 

Towards the conclusion of the month, 
the small-pox was discovered in the 
garrison, amongst the Jews. The go- 
vernor, apprehensive that it might 
spread amongst tlie troops, and be at- 
tended with dangerous consequences, 
ordered thos* who had never been 
affected with that disorder, to be quar- 
tered at the southward till the infection 
should disappear ; and every precaution 
was taken to prevent its communicating. 
In the evening of the 31st, the new bat- 
tery below the rock gun was finished : 
it mounted four twenty-tour pounders, 
and was called the Royal battery. 

November Avas not introduced by 
any remarkable event. The fire from 
our batteries Wcis variable, *as their 
workmen were employeil. Consider- 
able deposits of fascines, with ])lanks 
and pieces of timber, were formed in 
the Spanish lives ; and other parts of 
their glacis were raised with fascines 
and sand for additional mortar bat- 
teries. The 3rd, the enemy l)egjin to 
form merlons at Fort Tonara, on the 
eastern shore, which, joined with the 
circumstances of their erecting two fas- 
cine batteries on the beach, between 
Fort St. Philip and Point Mala, and 
one near the magazine at the Orange 
grovp, gave us reason to suppose that 
they expected a fleet in their neighbour- 
hood. Few workmen were at this time 
to be seen in their lines : a party was 
trimming up the boyau : and numbers 
were employed about the landing-place 


in disembarking stores; which ap- 
peared to be their chief employment. 

Provisions of every kind were now 
bectiming very scarce and exorbitantly 
dear in the garrison ; mutton 3s. and 
;is. 6 J. per pound ; veal 4s., pork 2s. and 
2s. fid., a pig’s head 19s., duclis from 
14s. to 18s. a couple; and a goose a 
guinea. Fish was equally high, and 
vegetables were with difficulty to be got 
for any money ; but bread, the great 
essential of life and health, was the ar- 
ticle most wanted. It was about this 
period, that the governor made trial 
what quantity of rice would suffice 
a single person for twenty-four hours, 
and actually lived himself eight days 
on four ounces of rice per day. Gene- 
ral Eliott was remavkable -for an abste- 
mious mode .of living, seldom tasting 
anything but vegetables, simple pud- 
dings, and water; and yet was very 
hale, and used constant exercise: but 
the small portion just mentioued would 
be far from sufficient for a working 
man kept continually employed, and in 
a climate where the heat necessarily 
demands very refreshing nourishment 
to support nature under fatigue. 

Two deserters came in, with their 
arms, on the night of the 11th. They 
belonged to the Walon guards, a cori)S 
in the Spanish service, composed prin- 
cipally, if not entirely, of foreignei-s. 
The following morning they were con- 
ducted to Willis’s, whence they had a 
view of the enemy’s works, which they 
described to the governor. The Spa- 
nish army were under arms on the 12tli, 
in the front of their camp, and were 
dismissed by corps as the general 
passed. 

The 14th, arrived the Buck cutter 
privateer, Captain Fagg, carrying 24 
9-pouiiders. The abilities and bravery 
of a British sailor were so eminently 
conspicuous in the captain’s conduct 
previous to his arrival, that even our 
enemies could not help bestowing on 
him the encomiums to which his merit 
entitled him. About eight in the morn- 
ing, tlie privateer was discovered in 
the Gut, with a westerly breeze. The 
usual signal for seeing an enemy was 
made by the Spaniards at Cabrita 
Point; and Admiral Barcelo, with a 
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Bliip of the line, one of .50 guns, a fri- 
gate of 40, two xebeqiies, a settee of 
14 guns, with half-galleys, &c. &c. to 
the number of 21, got under way to in- 
tercept her. On the first alarm a 
xebecpie at anchor oif Cabrita had 
weighed, .and stood out into the Straits : 
the cutter nevertheless continued her 
course ; but observing the whole Spa- 
nish squadron turning the Point, she 
suddenly tacked, and stood towards the 
Barbary shore : the xebeques, frigate, 
and lighter vessels pursued, but w^ere 
t arried down to leeward by the irresis- 
tible rapidity of the current, whilst the 
cutter in a great degree maintained her 
station. As it may appear very extra- 
ordinary to readers unacquainted with 
nautical affairs, fhat the privateer 
should not be equally affected by the 
current, it may be necessary to inform 
them, that a cutter, or any vessel rigged 
in the s.'ime manner, from the forma#- 
tion of her sails can go some ^ints 
nearer the wind than a square-rigged 
vessel ; which advantage, on this occa- 
sion, enabled Captain Fagg to turn 
better to windward, by stemming the 
current, whilst the Spaniards, by oppos- 
ing their broadsides, were carried away 
to the eastward. }3ut to resume the 
narrative : Barcolo, who had his flag 
Oil board the 74, was the last in the 
chase, and, perceiving his squadron 
driving to leeward, prudently returned 
to the i^oint, to be in readiu||s to inter- 
cept her in the hay. The oO-gun ship 
also laid her head to the current, and 
keeping that position, drove vfry little 
in comparison wdth her friends. Aff airs 
were thus situated when Captain Fagr, 
persuaded tliat the danger was over, 
boldly steered for the garrison. The 
.5()-guu ship endeavoured to cut her off 
from the eastward, but was compelled 
to retire by our batteries at Europa : 
and Barcelo got under way to inter- 
cept her from Cabrita Point ; but find- 
ing his efforts ineffectual, he was 
obliged to haul his wind, and giving 
her two irregular broadsides, of grape 
and round, followed his unsuccessful 
squadron to the 6astwai*d. The cutter 
insultingly returned the Spanish ad- 
miral’s fire with her stern-chaae, and 
Boon after anchored under onr guns. 


The expectations of the troops and 
inhabitants, w ho were spectators of the 
action, had been raised to the highest 
pitch : few doubted but she was a king’s 
vessel ; and as no intelligence had been 
received from England for many weeks, 
their flattering fancies painted her the 
messenger of good news ; probably the 
forerunner of a fleet t^ their relief. 
But what was their despondency and dis- 
appointment, when they were informed 
that she was only a privateer, had been 
a considerable time at sea, and put in 
for provisions ! Though our condition 
in the victualling-office became weekly 
more and more serious, yet the gover- 
nor generously promised Captain Fagg 
assistance. What indeed could be re- 
fused to a man by whose boldness and 
skilful manoeuvres the port was once 
more open, and the bay and Straits 
again under the command of a British 
admiral ? Only two or three half- 
galleys returned to Cabrita Point ; the 
rest of tlieir squadron \yere driven far 
to leeward of the rock. 

Assuming the liberty of a short di- 
gression in this place, it may be iiect's- 
sary to inlbrm the reader of the extent 
and breadth of the Straits of Gibraltar, 
and acquaint him at the same time 
with the opinions of different writeri 
concerning the perpetual current tliat 
sets into the Mediterranean Sea, from 
the great Atlantic Ocean, which has so 
long engaged tlie attention of many 
celebrafed natural philosophers. 

The Straits of Gibraltar (formerly 
known liy the name of the Herculean 
S’^raits) are about twelve leagues in ex- 
i.-nt, from Cape SparteHo Ceuta Point, 
on the African coast, and from Cape 
Trafalgar to Eurojia Point, on the 
coast of Spain. At tlie western en- 
trance, they are in breadth about eight 
leagues, but diminish considerably 
about the middle, opposite Tarifa (a 
small fishing-town on the Spanish 
coast, originally a place of great con- 
sequence and strength), though they 
widen again between Gibraltar and 
Ceuta, where tliey are about five 
leagues broad. 

Philosophers, who have communi- 
c.ated their sentiments on the extraor- 
dinary phsenomenon of a constant cur- 
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rent, diflfer widely in ndcounting for 
the disposition of that continunl influx 
of waters, whicli, it is natural to sup- 
pose, would, without some consumption 
or return, soon overflow the bounda- 
ries of the' Mediterranean Sea. The 
ingenious Dr. Halley was of opinion, 
tliat this perpetual supply of water 
from the vast Atlantic Ocean was in- 
tended by nature to recruit what was 
daily exhaled in vapour : others again 
think, the waters that roll in with the 
centre current arc returned, by two 
counter-streams, along the African and 
Spanish shores. That there are two 
counter-streams is without doubt; but 
their rapidity and breadth bear little 
proportion to the principal current. A 
third class suppose a counter-current 
beneath, and of equal strength with the 
upper stream ; and this opinion appears 
confirmed by a circumstance related by 
Colonel James, in his description of 
the Herculean Straits, of a Dutch ship 
being sunk in action by a French pri- 
vateer off Tarifa, which some time 
afterwards was cast up near Tangier, 
four leagues to the westward of the 
place where she disappeared, and 
directly against the upper current. 
Tliis hypothesis receives also addi- 
tional support from the repeated disap- 
pointments which have i)een experi- 
enced by many naval offioei*s, in at- 
tempting to sound the depth of the 
Straits with the longest lines : for the 
opposition between the currents might 
carry the line in such directions as 
to defeat the intention of tWs experi- 
ment 

These facts ^^em strongly to indicate 
a recurrency to the westward ; which, 
though it may not be so rapid as the 
upper stream, yet, with the assistance 
of the currents along the Spanish and 
Barbary shores, and the necessary ex- 
halations, may account for the Mediter- 
ranean ^a never increasing by the 
constant supply received from the At- 
lantic Ocean. The rapidity of the su- 
perior current renders the passage from 
the Mediterranean to the westward 
very precarious and uncertain, as ships 
never can stem the stream without a 
brisk Levanter, or easterly wind. Ves- 
sels, therefore, are often detained 


weeks and sometimes months, waiting 
for a favourable breeze ; in which case 
th<*y find a comfortable l)erth in the 
bay of Gibraltar. — To return to my 
narrative. 

Two frigates, on the night of the 
I4th, joined the enemy^s small craft in 
the bay, from the west. 1 1 was thought 
from some preparations that were made 
on board our men-of-war tlie succeed- 
ing evening, that Admiral Duff in- 
tended an attempt to cut out or destroy 
these ships : a council was held in the 
navy, and the practicability of such an en- 
terprise debated;* but nothing wa&doiie. 

The bay being again open, the night 
of the lOtli a Moorish settee came in, 
with 39 bullocks and a few sheep : the 
former were so w(5ak and poor, that 
many of them died on the beach as 
soon as they were landed : they were, 
however, a most acceptable supply. 
The patron informed us that a vess(d 
had sailed the preceding night for the 
garrison, with 40 bullocks, .'io shee]), 
and 30 goats ; which we imagined was 
taken by the galleys at the Point. Tlie 
following day, a Swede stood in for the 
garrison, with a signal at her fore-top- 
gallant mast-head, by which she was 
known to be laden with provisions, and 
consigned to an inhabitant. Off the 
Point she was boarded by a row-boat, 
and conducted immediately to Alge- 
ziras. The 23rd the governor pro- 
portioned Ihe fuel to the officers. This 
article w*s now become scarce and 
important. The coals in the garrison 
were feiv : what fuel, therefore, was is- 
sued at this period, was wood from ships 
bought by government, and broken up 
for that purpose, but which had so 
strougly imbibed the salt water, that it 
was with the utmost difficulty we could 
'make it take fire. 

A small boat arrived on the 24th, 
with a packet from Mr. I^ogie: this 
packet was landed at Mogadore in 
South Barbary, by the Fortune sloop- 
of-war. Captain Squires. If 1 rightly 
recollect, it was upon this occasion that 
the following successful stratagem was 
effected, through the fidelity of a Moor 
entrusted by Mr. Logie to carry the 
dispatches to that part of the coast, 
whence, to prevent interception, he 
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thought it prudent to send them n iiications. ^oine improvements were 
Gihriiltar. The Spaniards, atviuainUd also made in the batteries and works 
witli the importance of these dispatches, at Europa. 

wished to prevent them coming to our December commenced with the cap- 
hands ; and accordingly offered KJOO turc of a Genoese polacre, becalmed off 
col)s (about 225/. sterling) to the Moor, Europa. Our sailors found about 22C/. 
to induce him to betray his trust, and in money on board, with some letters, 
pretend he had be(?n robbed on his way from which we learned d/Ut the enemy 
to the coast. The faithful Moor im- sustained some loss in the lines from 
mediately acquainted the consul with our fire. The 4th, the C*nemy beat a 
the offer, who directed him to promise parley, and sent in a mule (belonging 
that he would comply. In the interval to Colonel (ireen, the chief engineer) 
Mr. Logie prepared false dispatches, which had strayed to their lines ; an 
in ciphers, signed and dated them instance of politeness which we dicl not 
from St. James’s, and affixed a seal expect. The 8th, another deserter 
from the cover of a letter from Lord came in ; he was pursued, but wo pro- 
llillsborough to himself: these wore tected him. The subsequent day we 
inclosed in the usual form, and directed observed several men about the west- 
to General Eliott. The Moor re- em and eastern advanced stone giiard- 
ceived part of the bribe,* and delivered houses, which we imagined were posted 
up the fictitious packet : Mr. Logie on there to prevent desertion. Our artil- 
his return appeared much distressed by lery endeavoured to dislodge them with 
the accident, and the next evening scut round shot, but did ^ot succeed. The 
the real dispatches to Gibraltar. 10th, the enemy fired several rounds. 

The w'iud veering round to the from Fort St. Philip, at our fishing- 
southward, on the 20th Admiral Bar- boats in the bay. Four soldiers of 
cclo returned from Ceuta to his old De la Motte’s regiment, quartered on 
anchorage off Algeziras, and the port i Windmill-hill, attempted, on the 13th, 
again became closely blockaded. A to desert : search was however imme- 
desertev came in, ou the morning of diately made for them, and two were 
the noth, from the lines; he belonged retaken. Those who escaped were 
to the Walon gpards; and about five in supposed to have got down l)y a rope- 
the afternoon, another Waloii deserted ladder, left by the party employed in 
to us. They fired several muskets at cutting brush-wood for fascines. The 
the latter, and he turned about and re- next day another of the enemy endea- 
tumed the shot : three horsemen then voTired to come over to us, but, being 
pursued him, but were driven hack by pursued by two horsemen, was cut 
our artillery. After the first gun-fire, down and secured. One of the horses 
two more came in of the sunu^corps. belonging to the pursuers was killed 
The enemy’s operations continued to by our fire, and tlie rider much bruised 
be confined to the completion of their with the tall. The succeeding day 
batteries, and the finishing of their this unfortunate man was executed on 
boyau. In tlieir camp we observed a lujw gallows, erected near their artil- 
them busily employed in erecting huts lery park, aud the body, according to 
for the accommodation of their troofl^ custom, hung till sunset, 
against the winter rains, wdiich now The governor, on the lyth, ordered 
had begun to set in. On the other that no guns should be fired from the 
hand, the governor made every neces- garrison at the enemy’s shipping, if 
sary addition to the works. Waterport the distance required more thau 6^ ele- 
covered way was doubly palisaded, aud vation ; except when ships were chas- 
a battery for three guns erected on the ing or engaged. On the 2bth, the 
projecting quay ; a work of masonry, to Buck, having refitted, sailed on a cruise 
mount two guns, was built at Ragged- to the eastward. We were afterwards 
staff; and traverses of casks and earth informed that she unfortunately fell in 
were raised on the different roads, on i with a French frigate, which, afttT a 
the north front, to secure the commu- few broadsides, captured the Buck ; 
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but beftur she could be gpt into jwrt, 
she sunk from the damage received in 
the action. On the night of the 2{>th, 
we had a most violent storm of rain, 
with dreadful thunder and ligh.ning. 
The succeeding morning a vast quan- 
tity of wood, cork, &c. was floating 
under our walls : the rain had washed 
it from tlie hanks of the PaJniones ami 
GuadaninqueAuul it was wafted by the 
wind over to our side of the bay. Fuel 
had long been a sciirce article: this 
supply was tlierefbre considered as a 
miraculous interference of Providence 
in our favour. 

The enemy, the 27th, fired four guns 
from Fort St. IMiilip ; one of the shot 
struck the extremity of Prince’s lines. 
Wiiether these Avere fired to frighten 
our fisliermcn, w’ho were dragging their 
nets near the farther gardens, Avith- 
out Laiidport, or only as an experi- 
ment, we could no^ say, as tliey imme- 
diately ceased on our returning tlie 
fire from Willis’s. The day following, 
came in three deserters ; and the same 
morning the Fly packet-boat arrived 
from Tangier, with 40 goats, foAvls and 
eggs, but no mail : this cargo, though 
trifling, was highly acceptable. The 
deserters informed us that the enemy 
were almost overflowed in their lines, 
from the late excessive rains : in some 
places, particularly near the new bat- 
teries, the water was two and three 
feet deep ; and their efforts to drain it 
off’ had hitherto been ineffectual The 
28tli, a soldier of Hardenberg-’s deserted 
down the hack of the rock. 

danuarj', 1780, did not commence 
with any very interesting events. A 
squadron of men-of-war passed through 
to the west on the 2nd : it being hazy, 
we could not distinguish of what nation 
they were; but many thought them 
Spaniards from Carthageiia. On the 
evening of the 5th, a fire broke out in 
the enemy’s camp, which, we after- 
wards learned, destroyed four officers* 
marquees, and six or seven huts. The 
following day, after gun-fire, two Wa- 
lons deserted to us : they brought infor- 
mation that upwards of forty mortars 
were mounted in the lines, and that all 
their batteries were completed with 
cannon. 


A Neapolitan poluore was luckily 
driven under our gums on tlie 8th, and 
obliged to come in. On board we found 
about bUOO bushels of burlcA', a cargo 
(circumstanced as we Avere) of inesti- 
mable value. The bakers liad long been 
limited to the quantity of bread daily to 
l>e issued to tiie inhabitants, and sen- 
tries were placed at the wickets where 
it was delivered, to prevent confusion 
and riot. The strongest, nevertheless, 
had the advantage ; so that numbers of 
Avomeu, children, and infirm ])crsons 
returned to their miserable habitations^ 
frequently without tasting, i‘)v some 
days, that chief, and jierhaps necessary 
support of life. The inhabitants Avere 
not the only sufferers in this scene of 
distress; many officeis and soldiers had 
families to support out of the pittance 
received from the victualling -office. 
A soldier, Avith his wife and three 
children, Avould inevitably have been 
starved to death, had not the generous 
contribution of his corps relieved his 
family. One w'omau actually died 
throiigli want ; and many were so en- 
feebled that it Avas not witliout gn^at 
attention they recovered. Tliistles, 
dandelion, wild leeks, &c. were for 
some time the daily nourishment of 
numbei-s. Few supplies arriving from 
Barbary, and there appearing little 
prospect of ndief from hhigiand, famine 
began to presemt itself wdth its attendant 
horrors. Had there been a glimmer- 
ing hope of assistance from home, it 
would have enabled many to support 
themselvijs under this accumulation of 
distress ; hut, alas ! we seemed entirely 
abandoned to our fortune. 

Not only bread, but every article 
necessary to the support of life, was 
hard to he procured, and only to be 
purchased at exorbitant prices. Veal, 
mutton, and beef sold from 2s. Oci. to 
4s. per pound; fresh pork, from 2s. 
to 3«. ; salt beef and pork, Ls. 3d. 
per pound; fowls, 18s. per couple; 
ducks, 21s.; firewood, 5s. per cwt; 
a pint of milk and water, Is. 3d. Ve- 
getables were extremely scarce : a 
small cabbage cost Is. Gc/., and a small 
bunch of the outward leaves sold for 
iirf. Irish butter, 2s. 6d. per pound; 
eggs, 6d. each; and candles, 2s. 6d. per 
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pound. The best fish was most exor- 
bitoiitly dear, considering on what 
terms the garrison had t)een formerly 
supplied. It is natural to suppose, from 
the rock being almost surrounded with 
the sea, that we should have a constant 
resource in this article. The contrary 
was, however, the case ; our fishermen 
were foreigners, and being under no 
regulation, they exacU>d, by degrees, 
most extravagant sums for what some 
months before we sliould have refused 
with disgust. 

This extreme scarcity of provisions, 
it may well lx* imagined, could not fail 
to exercise the invention of individuals. 
A singular mode of hatching chickens 
was about this time successfully prac- 
tised hy the llaiulverians ; and, as it 
may he acceptable to some readers, 
the jirocess, as coniinunicated by a 
friend, is here inserted. The eggs 
were placed, with some cotton, wool, 
or other warm substance, in a tin case 
of such construction as to be heated 
eitluT by a lamp or hot water ; and, by 
a proper attention to the temperature 
of lieat, the eggs were commonly 
lintelied in tlie usual time of a hen's 
.fitting. A capon (however strange it 
may appear) was then taught to rear 
them. To reevneile him to this tiaist, 
tlic feathers were plucked from his 
breast and belly ; be was then gently 
scourged with a bunch of nettles, and 
placed upon the young hatch, whose 
iU)W!iy warmth aflorded such comfort 
to tlie bared and smarting parts, that 
he, from that period, reared 4hem up 
with the care and tenderness of a 
mother. 

Early in the morning of the 10th, a 
squadron of ships was seen to the east, 
which had passed through in the night; 
hve w^ere of the line, and one undef 
Jury-masts : supposed to he Count d’Es- 
tiung’s fleet from the West Indies. The 
same day a soldier of the* r)8th regiment 
was executed for stealing ; he was the 
first man who had sufi’ered since Gene- 
ral b’diott had been governor. The day 
following, the enemy fired, from Fort 
SfBarbara, on a clergyman perform- 
ing the last office over the corpse of a 
soldier of the 72nd regiment, at the 
burial - ground near tlie governor’s 


meadow. T|he party immediately re- 
tired, tliougli not before they had d«^- 
posited their charge. As tliis conduct 
ctnivinced us that the enemy would not 
|)erniit us to bury our dead without 
the garrison, a part of the rod sands 
lieliind the l*rincess of Wales’s lines 
was appropriated to that purjiose. 

The l*Jth, they surprised us again 
with ten shot from F(^t .St. J^liilip ; 
several came into town, and did some 
trifling damage among^st the buildings. 
The inhabitants, whose alarms had not 
totally subsided since the middle of 
September, w lien tlie goveiaior opened 
upon the enemy, were now^ p(‘rfectly 
convinced they meant to return our 
fire; and accordingly began, on the 
first report of their guns, to remove 
tliemselves to the soutliward. Sonic in 
the greatest confusion endeavoured to 
secure their valuables in town ; but the 
firing ceasing, the fugitives, before 
night, summoned up .sufficient courage 
to return. A w oman, passing near one 
of the houses, w’as slightly hurt. It 
was singular that a female should be 
the first person w’oiinded by the enemy 
at this remarkable siege. In the even- 
ing, the commanding officers liad orders 
to inform their corps that tlie governor 
was under the necessity of curtailing 
the weekly allowaince of provisions. 
Disagreeable as this intelligenee was, 
and particularly wdieii we consider the 
distress which many experi<‘noed even 
with tlTe full allowaince, the men re- 
ceived it without the smallest apjiear- 
ance of discontent. Convinced of the 
necessity, they ac«piieseed with cheer- 
fulness ; indeed, to do them justice, in 
all the vicissitudes of this trying period 
the garrison submitted, w'ithout mur- 
muring, to every necessary regulation, 
however utipleasing. It was fortunate 
for many that this short allowance of 
provisions did not continue long: nay, 
it remained a doubt with some whether, 
at the time, the governor was not ap- 
prised of a relief being near, and did 
not enact this regulation solely to make 
trial of the disposition of his troops. If 
so, how satisfactory a circumstance 
must it have been to find the army 
under his command accord with so 
much good humour to what might be 
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considered as a real hardifiiip, however 
indispensable ! 

Admiral Duff, on the 13th, gave 
orders to tlie men-ot-war and armed 
vessels to be prepared, in case a convoy | 
was near, to atVord every protection to 
any straggling ships that might attempt 
the port Indore the main body arrived. 
This caution confirmed ns in the opi- 
nion of a cori'fby being expected ; and 
a general joy was ditlused throughout 
the garrison at the flattering, - though 
probably distant prospect. Tw'o days 
after, a brig, w’hich with other vessels 
seemed to be going through to the east, 
suddenly altered her course, and, not- 
withstanding she was opposed by the 
enemy, anchored under our walls. A 
ship with the llritisli Hag, entering the 
bay, was so iincommon a sight that 
almost the wdiole garrisbn were assem- 
bled at the southward to welcome her 
ill ; but words are insufficient to describe 
their transports on being informed that 
she was one of a large convoy which 
had sailed the latter end of the pre- 
ceding month for our relief. The dis- 
tressed Jews, and other inhabitants, 
were frantic with joy ; and the repeated 
huzzas from all quarters for some time 
prevented further in([uiries. We after- 
wards learned that she had parted com- 
pany with the convoy in the Jlay of 
Bisca}', and off Cadiz had discovered 
nine sail of large ships, which the 
master concluded were Spaniards sta- 
tioned there to oppose their elitrance. 
The latter part of their information 
gave us much un(*asiness. The enemy, 
we concluded, would have good intelli- 
gence of the fvree of the liritish con- 
voy. If, therefore, any opposition was 
intended, a superior squadron would 
consequently be stationed at the en- 
trance of the Straits. These reflections 
damped, in a great degree, the plea- 
sure we before experienced, and made 
us apprehensive that the relief was not 
60 near as we at first expected. The 
prospect of it had, however, a very vi- 
sible effect on the price of provisions, 
which immediately fell more than two- 
thirds. 

Since it was probable that straggling 
ships might attempt the poi-t before the 
body of the convoy approached, the 
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Childers sloop-of-war and armed ves- 
sels were ordered to cruise in the hay 
to protect them from the enemy’s small- 
craft. Previous to the arrival of the 
brig, a soldier of tlie 5Sth regiment 
deserted from a party employed behind 
the rock in gathering shrubs, &c. for 
fascines. The Ifth, a Waloii deserted 
to ns, by whom we were informed that 
the enemy had everything prepared in 
their lines to bombard the town. At an- 
other time we should have been greatly 
alarmed at this intelligence ; but our 
thoughts were too much engaged with 
the pleas! /ig though uncertain hopes 
of relief to reflect on the consequences 
of a bombardment. In the evening 
our apprehensions concerning the con- 
voy were totally dispelled by tlie ar- 
rival of a brig laden with Hour, ■which 
communicated the joyful news that 
on the 8th of January Admiral Sir 
George Brydges Rodney had captured, 
off the coast of Portugal, a Spanish 
64-gun ship, five of 32 and 28 guns, 
with fifteen merchantmen, belonging to 
the Caracca Company, going from Bil- 
boa to Cadiz : and that, with a fleet of 
twenty-one sail of the line and a large 
convoy of merchant-ships and trans- 
ports, he was proceeding to our relief. 
Every idea of opposition at this infor- 
mation immediately vanished ; and we 
anticipated the flattering prospect of 
seeing the British flag once more tri- 
umphantly displayed in the Mediterra- 
nean. 

The weather on the 1 7 th was very 
hazy; biitclearinguptlie succeeding day, 
one of the prizes arrived without any of)- 
position flora the enemy. The midship- 
man who brought her in informed us, 
that when he parted with the fleet on 
the 16th, Sir George was engaged with 
Spanish squadron off Cape St. Mary’s: 
and that, just before they lost sight of 
them, a ship of the line blew np ; but 
he was at too "great a distance to dis- 
tinguish whether she was friend or foe. 
In the evening one of the armed Ca- 
racca prizes came in, but no further 
particulars of the engagement could be 
learned. Our anxiety concerning the 
event of the action was, however, re- 
moved a few hours afterwards by the 
appearance of the convoy itself off’ Eu- 
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ropa. The wind, at that critical time, 
nil fortunately failed them ; and the vi- 
Tid flashes of lightning, by which we 
had discovered the fleet at the first, only 
served to exhibit them to us driving 
with the current to the eastward of the 
rock. The Apollo frigate. Captain Pow- 
nalJ, with one or tw'o merchantmen, 
nevertheless got in about eleven ; and 
by tlie former the governor and garri- 
son were acquainted with the agreeable 
tidings of a complete victory over the 
Spanish admiral, who, with three others 
of his Sfiuadron, was taken : one was 
run ashore, aiiotlier blown up in the 
engagement, and the rest dispersed. 

We now found that the plan for re- 
lieving Gibraltar had lH*en conducted 
at home with sudh secrecy and pru- 
dence that the enemy never suspected 
that Sir George meant to convoy the 
transports to the Straits with so strong 
a fleet. By their intelligence from 
Brest, they understood he was to sepa- 
rate in a certain latitude, and proceed 
with the main body of the men-of-war 
to the West Indies. ''J''hus deceived, 
they concluded that tlie transports with 
their convoy would fall an easy prey 
to their squadron, which consisted of 
eleven men-of-war, all chosen ships 
from their grand fleet. 

At daybreak, on the morning of the 
lUth, the enemy unmasked one of their 
14-gun batteries. The guns, with those 
in the fort, were all elevated, and 
the lines reinforced with two regiments 
of infantry. The governor, notwith- 
standing these appearances, (W'dered a 
royal salute to be fired at six o’clock 
from Willis’s. The Panther man-of- 
war was decorated, and also fired a 
salute on account of this victory. About 
seven the Kdgar arrived, with the Phoe- 
nix prize of 80 guns, having on board 
the Spanish admiral, Don Juan de 
l4angara y Huarte. This ship had lost 
her mizeri and main ‘top-niasts, but 
seerned little injured in the hull. The 
admiral, who was wounded in the en- 
gagement, was conducted on shore in 
the evening to lodgings in town, and 
had every attention and compliment 
paid him which were due to his rank. 
At night, Admiral Digby, in the 
Prince George, worked round Europa 


with elevftri|or twelve ships; but Sir 
George reinained with the crippled 
prizes, and with the main body of the 
fieet, off Marbella, a Spanish town, 
formerly of note, sixteen leagues to the 
eastward of Gibraltar. 

The 20th, being the anniverFary of 
the King of Spain’s birthday, Admiral 
Barcelo’s ships were decorated accord- 
ing to custom. When tUb colours were 
struck ia the evening, the flag-ship, 
with her consort of 50 guns, was hauled 
close in land ; and the next day a large 
party began to erect a battery on the 
shore for their pi'otection ; being ap- 
prehensive, probably, of an attack from 
the British fleet. The night of the 
21st, the enemy unmasked the other 
batteries in the lines, which again 
caused a general disturbance amongst 
the inhabitant. Everything seemed 
now prepared to fire upon tlie town. 
The convoy continued beating up ; but 
the prizes were so damaged in their 
rigging that they could not be expected 
to make the bay till the wind veered 
round to the east. Early on the 22iid, 
several men-of-war, in coming into the 
bay, were carried down under the ene- 
mas batteries near P<oint Mala, which 
occasioned a general alarm in their 
camp. Drums beat to arms, and tbeir 
artillery opened in an instant. The 
boats of the fleet, however, were or- 
dered to their assistance, and the ships 
were towed back without receiving 
much flamage. One man was killed 
and two wounded on Inward the Ter- 
rible ; all of them Spanish pidsoiiei’s. 

Sir George, on his arrival off the 
coast of Barbary, had^ent intelligence 
to Mr. liOgie to prepare; supplies for the 
garrison. Three vessels therefore sailed 
in the course of the 22nd for Tetuan to 
bring over what was at hand. The 
ctmsul had provided cattle, fascines, 
pickets, &c. in readiness for the ships 
when they arrived ; but, to his surprise, 
the ships sent in the hurry of business, 
under convoy of the Bedford, were 
transports’ fitted up for the reception of 
troops, with many weeks’ provisions on 
board ; and before the berths could be 
removed to admit the supplies, the 
wind came easterly, and the ships were 
obliged to return wi^liout them. This 
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oversight was of great det|imeiit to the 
garrison, as at this period we niiglit 
have procured fresli provisions, which 
with economy would have served for 
some months. The garrison vessels 
were afterwards sent for these articles ; 
hut after Sir George Itodney’s depar- 
ture, most of them were detained by 
the vigilance of the enemy’s cruisers. 

\Ve leariied' by the Childers, on the 
i23rd, that Sir George was at anchor, 
with the prizes, in Tetuan Koad; and 
waited only a favourable wind to join 
the remaimler of the fleet in the bay. 
As the town of ^retuan has frequently 
been nientit)ned in the preceding pages, 
and probably will as often occur in the 
course of the subsequent, the reader 
will perhaps not be displeased to find 
in this place a short description of it. 
Tetuan is a very ancien# town in liar- 
bary, situated to the south-east of Ceuta, 
about six miles from the sea, ou a river 
which meanders beautifully through a 
pleasant country ; but which has a bar 
at the entrance, that renders it uunavi- 
gable for large ships. Small vessels 
get up about two miles, as far as Mar- 
teen, which is the quay and port of 
TetJian. The town is walled round 
w'itli square towers at diflereut dis- 
tances to flank the curtains. It is 
built on the gentle slope of a hill ; and 
the houses being white, with flat roofs, 
have the appearance at a distance of an 
encampment. The buildings are so 
contrived that a person may ^ from 
one end of the town to the other with- 
out descending into the streets, and in 
this manner their women, by occupying 
the upper storie§, visit each other with- 
out l.»eing exposed to the sight of the 
male sex in the streets below. 

The town has a manufactory, and 
carries on a considerable trade, princi- 
pally in barter ; the road is, however, 
so exposed towards the east, that ships 
cannot remain there jluring the Levant 
winds. The Moors exchange cattle, 
poultry, and fruit for other articles; 
and when there is a truce between the 
powers, supply several parts of Spain 
with provisions. The oranges of Te- 
tuan are esteemed the largest and best 
flavoured of any in that part of the globe. 

The enemy, we imagined, were not 
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a little alarmed by the casual appear- 
ance of our sliips on the morning of the 
2:2ud, as, for several days after, tlicy 
were busy in removing cannon from 
their artillery park to the different bat- 
teries along the coast. At Algeziras 
the top-nuists and yards of the inen-of- 
war were struck, and the ships hauled 
as close in land, under the protection 
of the new battery, as the depth of 
water would admit. Several Spanish 
officers were now permitted to return 
on their parole to Spain. ' The 24th, 
the Childers sailed back to Tetuan ; 
and soon "fter arrived a Ihiti* h letter 
of manjne fi*om Newfoundlaiiu, laden 
with salt-fish. 

Whilst the fleet remained in the bay 
the governor and ^rrisori were often 
honoured witJi the presence of the 
royal midshipman, Prince William 
Henry and when that youthful hero, 
011 his return, laid his early laurels at 
the feet of his royal father, he pre- 
sented, at the same time, a plan of the 
garrison, in the relief of which he had 
made his first naval essay. In that 
plan were delineated the improvements 
which the place had undergone, and 
the new batteries erected on the heights 
since the commencement of the blockade. 

The mention of his , royal highness 
brings to my recollection an anecdote 
of him, which occurred whilst the fleet 
was ill the bay. The Spanish admiral, 
Don Juan Jyaiigara, one morning visited 
Admiral Digby, to whose charge the 
prince was entrusted, and Don Langara 
was of ^iirse introduced to his royal 
highness. During the conference be- 
tween the admirals, Prince William 
retired ; and when it was intimated 
that Don Juan wished to return, his 
royal highness appeared in his charac- 
Ifer of midshipman, and respectfully 
informed the admiral tliat the boat was 
ready. The Spaniard, astonished to see 
the son of a mbnarch acting as a petty 
officer, immediately exclaimed, “ Well 
does Great Britain merit the empire of 
the sea, when the humblest stations in 
her navy are supported by princes of 

the blood.”t ^ 

His late Majesty, King William IV. 

-f* In consequence of learning that doubts 



SIEGE OF GIlIKALTAli. 


45 


1780.] 


Three of the enemy, on tlie 25th, 
deserted to the garrison ; a fourth, at- 
tempting to desert, was retaken, and 
another was shot by the pursuers within 
musket-shot of our lines. We fired 
from Willis’s at the horsemen who fol- 
lowed them, and wounded two of their 
horses. The deserters said it was re- 
ported that the enemy intended bom- 
barding tlie town the succeeding day. 
For several preceding months we had 
reason, from their operations, to thiftk 
such an event not improbable. Seven 
or eight mortar batteries had been dis- 
tributed along their ‘lines, in which, 
according to our intelligence, were up- 
wards of forty mortars ; these, with 
the cannon bearing on the garrison 
from their gun bafteries, amounted in 
all to upwards of 100 pieces of ordnance. 
They, therefore, were not unprepared 
for such service ; but whether the cir- 
cumstance of the Spanish admiral and 
officei*s being lodged in the town might 
not at that time in some degree influence 
their conduct, or whether they were 
overawed by the strong naval force 
in their neighbourhood, they deferred 
the bombardment to a more distant 
period. 

Sir George arrived in the Sandwich 
from Tetuan on, the 25th ; and the fol- 
lowing day the prizes and remaining 
men-of-war were all at anchor in the 
bay. A council of war was immedi- 
ately held on the admiral’s arrival; 
but the subject of their debates was not 
made public. I.,ate in the evening of 
the same day a Newfoundlaiml vessel 
with fish, coming in, approached so 

hnd beon expressed respectiupf the authenticity 
of this anecdote, the author wrote, in 1835, to 
Sir H<*rbert Taylor, then private secretary to 
the King, and received from him the following 
reply : — 

“ My dear Colonel, — I have taken the earli- 
est, opportunity of submitling to the King the 
memorandum you left with me at St. James’s 
Palace respecting the passage at page 90 
of [p. 44 of the present editionj your valuable 
and interesting work, the ‘ History of the Siege 
of Gibraltar,’ to which it refers; and 1 have 
now^.the pleasure to acquaint you, by com- 
maftd of ins Majesty, that the anecdote there 
given is correctly stated in every respect, and 
therefore tliat any alteration of it which may 
have betm suggested is uncalled for. 

“ Windsor Castle. 24th .March, 1835.” 


close to th^ enemy’s coast, that our 
guard-boats were obliged to bring her 
to her proper berth. 

The Fortune sloop carried over to 
Point Mala, on the 2Gth, the Spanish 
wounded prisoners : Admiral I.angara, 
with his suite, still remained in Gib- 
raltar. Admiral Sir George lirydges 
Kodney landed on the 27th at Fagged 
Stafli and, after visiting the Spanish 
admiral, dined with the governor. 
Prince .William, with Admiral Dighy, 
&c., likewise dined at the convent. 
The same day the governor ordered 
those soldiers’ wives and children wiio 
were not provided with twelve mouths’ 
provisions to prepare to leave the gar- 
rison with the fleet ; 250 lbs. of flour, 
or 3G0 lbs. of biscuit, was stated as suf- 
ficient for one person. Py this regu- 
lation many useless hands were sent 
home, which would have been a vast 
burthen on the garrison, circumstanced 
as we afterwards were. The evening 
of the 2*sth the Childers sailed for 
England with despatches from the ad- 
miral ; but meeting with a gale of 
wind at v’cst, she was compelled to 
return, after losing her fore-yard and 
throwing four guns overboard. At 
night ciime in a deserter from the 
Walon guards. 

About noon, on the 29th, a large 
ship appeared from the westward : on 
doubling Cabrita Point she was dis- 
covered to be an enemy. Signals were 
instantly made for the Edgar and two 
frigates to attack her. In the mean 
time the Spaniard seemed greatly con- 
fused, but at last worked close in land, 
between two barbet batteries at the 
Point. Several broadsides were ex- 
changed between her and the Edgar, 
whilst the frigates attacked the batte- 
ries. They were, however, after some 
time recalled, tlie admiral being appre- 
hensive that they might sustain greater 
damage from the land than the object 
in action would excuse. The same 
day the second battalion of the 73rd 
regiment, or Lord M‘Leod’s High- 
landers, commanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel George M‘Kenzie, disembarked 
from on board the fleet at the New 
Mole, and took possession of tlie case- 
mates in the King’s bastion, 8ce, This 
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regiment was intended for Minorca ; 
but General Eliott thonghrproper, with 
the advice of the admirals, &c., to de- 
tain tliem. Their strength at this time 
was 30 officers, fi stiff officers, .50 ser- 
jeants, 22 drummers, and 944 rank and 
file : an excellent reinforceriient in o.ir 
situation, since the scurvy had already 
begun to appear among us. Colonels 
Pieton and Mawhood, with many other 
officers, joined tlieir corps also by this 
fleet. On the night of the 29th, came 
in three more Walons. The Minorca 
convoy sailed on the 31st, under the 
Marlborough, Invincible, See. The 
wind changing to the east in the even- 
ing, the Cliilders made another at- 
tempt to pass the Straits; which she 
effected, and curried home dispatches 
giving authentic accounts of the pre- 
ceding victory. 

Sir George, when he captured the 
Caraoca ileet, judged that the cargoes 
of several would be useful to the gar- 
rison ; lie therefore brought with him 
'what sliips he thought would be ser- 
viceable, and lauded their freights 
along with the supplies which govern- 
ment had sent out. A great number 
of guns of lieavy m(.*tal, and some hun- 
dred barrels of powder, were also pur- 
cJiased from tlie Spanish prizes by the 
governor, notwithstanding he had re- 
ceivi!(l a large supply of the latter by 
the convoy. The artillery (whose con- 
stant practice it was to try the strength 
of poM’der on tlie batteries) aftw'wards 
coniparc'd the quality and strength of 
the Jh’itisli and Spanish powder, and 
found the former greatly superior. 

In the beginning of February, the 
w'ind from tlie^ S. W. blew a strong 
gale, wliicii, from the foulness of the 
anclioragc olf Jlosia Pay, &c., involved 
tlie fleet in great distress. Some of 
them were in very imminent danger of 
being forced upon the rocks, particu- 
larly one of the Spanish prizes, which, 
w itliout doubt, would have experienced 
that fate, if seasonable assistance had 
not been sent her, and the wind had 
not abatiid. The 3rd, Admiral Ran elo 
again hoisted his flag and ensign, hav- 
ing secured liis ships by a strong boom, 
and completed the battery on the land, 
which mounted 22 guns. Merlons were 


also added to the fort on the island, 
which before was en barhet. 

Three deserters came in on the 5th : 
they were immediately sent on hoard 
the fleet, w'hcre tlie others had been 
ordered the preceding day, to take 
their passage for England. These men 
gave dismal accounts of the enemy’s 
siitleriiigs in camp, wliere universal 
discontent prevailed on account of the 
great scarcity and dearness of provi- 
sions. We little doubted the truth of 
this intelligence: the iieighbourliood 
of their camp, from our own knowledge 
of the country, wjas not capable of sub- 
sisting so large an army ; coia< quently 
they were obliged to be supplied with 
provisions, &c. from places at a dis- 
tance, and these resources since Admiral 
Rodney’s arriyal had been cut oti*. Our 
cruisers, in truth, not only ohstriieted 
these supplies, but also prevented tlie 
garrison of Ceuta from receiving the 
refreshments from Spain which their 
situation made necessary ; and our in- 
telligence from Parhary iiieiitioiied tliat 
that garrison was in a similar, if not 
worse condition than their opposite 
friends. If Sir George, therefon*, had 
continued some time longer in the 
Mediterranean, our enemies probably 
would have been reduced to greater 
difficulties than we ours^elves liad expe- 
rienced. 

As the fortress of Ceuta is in some 
degree connected with the subject of 
the present narrative, it may not be 
improper to relieve the reader’s atten- 
tion by a brief description of it. The 
townofl^iita is situated on the coast 
af Parbary, about 1.5 miles to the soiitli- 
ward of Gibraltar. In the mra of the 
Romans it was a town of some note, 
but on the decline of that empire fell, 
like others, to the dominion of the 
Goths and Moore. Ceuta remained in 
the possession of the latter till the year 
1414, when Jqhn I., King of Portugal, 
with a formidable force, surprised and 
took it. The Moors afterw'ards made 
many attempts to recover it, but in 
vain; and ever since, it has remained 
in the possession of the Christfesps. 
Upon the demise of Henry of Portu- 
gal, in 1578, that crown was seized 
upon by the Spaniards ; Ceuta const*- 
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quently became a Spanish garrison ; a merchantman, which had been taken 
iiiul when the Portuguese revolted, un- in her voyage to the garrison, informed 
der John, Duke of Hraganza, in 1640, us that the boom at Algeziras was a 
and again established themselves into a twenty-two-iiich cable-roj)e, buoyed up 
distinct kingdom, Ceuta did not, with by casks, to prevent our sending fire- 
the rest of the empire, return to its na- ships among their shipping, 
tural allegiance, but continued in the The Spanish admiral having regu- 
liands of the Spaniards, by whom it has lated with Sir George Rodney every- 
been held ever since. thing concerning the exchange and re- 

lleing a promontory projecting into lease of prisoners, was permitted on the 
the sea, the situation of Ceuta is not 13th to return upon his parole into 
much difierent from that of Gibraltar. Spain, lie was conducted with part of 
The town, *which is built on the neck his suite, in the governor’s carriage, to 
of land that joins it to the continent, the Spariisli lines, where he was re- 
is strongly fortified in.the modern man- ceived by his friends, and with them 
ner. The suburbs are at some distance, proceeded* on to the camp. The suc- 
in order to be more out of reach of the ceeding day, the remainder of the 
sliells, in case of an attack from the Spanish officers were taken by the For- 
land ; and they extend to the foot of a tune sloop, and landed at the Orange- 
mouiitjiin, at the extremity of the pen- grove. Lieutenant Williams, of the 
insula, on which are erected a watch- navy (who, after taking possession of 
tower and castle, surrounded with a one of the Spanish prizes in the action 
fortified wall, about a league in cir- off St. Mary’s, was obliged to rim her 
cumferemce. The fortifications are kept ashore near Cadiz, and surrender liim- 
iii good repair by slaves, who are sen- self prisoner), return(‘(l wdth another 
tcMiccd to this punishment from the officer, on hoard the sloop, to the garri- 
dillerent prisons in Spain ; and a strong son. The liberal and polite behaviour 
garrison is kept in the fortress, to pre- of the navy and the governor to Don 
vent a surprise from the Moors, who, I^angara and Ins countrymen made a 
like tlie Spaniards with respect to Gib- sensible and lasting impression on their 
raltar, have a watchful eye over it. minds, and was confessedly of great 
'’I'he city is regularly furnished with advantage to the English prisoners in 
provisions from the opposite |)orts in Spain; particularly to those taken in 
Spain ; and being destitute of water, our neighl»ourbood, w ho ever after- 
which was formerly conducted by an w'ards were treated wdrli great atteii- 
aqueduet from the neighbourhood, is tion and liiimanity. 
supplied witli that article from Este- In the evening of the 13tli, the Bri- 
pona, a small Spanish fishing- town tish fieet got under way, exct'ptiiig the 
about nine leagues to the eastward of i Edgar and the Panther ships of the 
Gibraltar. | line, the Enterprise and Porcupine fri- 

Anotlier deserter came in on the loth gates, wliieli were left behind, as great 
of February. The day following, the part of their crews luul been removed 
invalids and women embarked on board to man the j)rizes. The enemy, on their 
the licet. By the P2th the supplies appearing in motion, immediately gave 
wen^ all landed, and the rigging of the the alarm, w'liich Avas communicated by 
Spanish prizes being repaired, the fleet signals from their towers along the 
prepared to return. The same day a coasts towards Cadiz. At dusk few of 
flag of truce brought over some English our ships w ere in sight from the upper 
prisoners : one of them, the master of part of the hill. 
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’ CHAPTER IV 


The Spaniards it<ie\v the Blockade — Attempt to Burn our Shipping by Nine Fire-Ships, but 
miscarry— (lun Boats— (iarrison again distressed — Enemy effectually cut off the Supplies 
from Barbary — Break firound in advance from their lines — Scurvy very prevalent— tireatly 
relieved by the use of Lemons— Mode of using this Vegetable Acid — Garrison obtain a few 
supplies from Minorca — Enemy retarded in their operations — Spirited action between the 
Enemy and an English Polacrc — (iarrison obliged to quit ♦he Gardens on the neutral ground 
— Taiigier—Speedwell (hitter«irrivtis after a spirited engagement — A Spy disco.- ‘red-i-Mr. 
liOgie, the Brifish Consul in Barbary, expelled the Emperor’s dominions — Cruel treatment 
which }u? and the other British subjects experienced — Cause of this event — A Memorial 
from the Oflicers of the Garrison — Great distress of the Troops — The Kite cutter, Captain 
Trollop, arrives with intelligence that the British fleet is at the entrance of the Straits. 


The garrison might now be considered 
in a very perfect state of defence. The 
scurvy indeed had begun to affect 
many, and threatened to become more 
general ; but we flattered ourselves 
that the enemy would give up their in- 
tention of starving us to a surrender, 
and, by relaxing in their vigilance at 
sea, might afford us an opportunity of 
receiving constant supplies of those 
articles most essential to health. Our 
stores and magazines were full ; a re- 
inforcement had joined the garrison ; 
and new spirits were infused into the 
troops, since they were coiiviiice<l, from 
the powerful force sent to theia relief, 
that they W(;re not forgotten in the 
multiplicity of objects wdiich necessarily 
engaged the attention of our friends at 
home. 

Admiral Duff having returned on 
board the fleet to England, the com- 
mand of the squadron that remained in 
the bay consequently devolved on 
Captain Eliott of tlie Edgar, who, on 
the 14th of February, hoisted. his broad 
pendant as commodore. 

The 16th of the same month, Admiral 
Barcelo removed the boom at Algeziras, 
and warped out to his former anchor- 
age, immi^liately detaching his small 
craft to Cabrita Point, to intercept any 
*5hips that might attempt coming in. 
In the afternoon, the enemy executed 
two men in camp, who, it was ima- 


gined, had been retaken in attempting 
to desert: their bodies were not cut 
down until the 20th. This punishment 
seemed, however, to have little effect ; 
for at night three o'tliers came in, 
having swum round Fort Barbara. The 
multitude of deserters from the Spanish 
lilies during tlie wliole of the siege, is 
one of the circumstances least capable 
of a satisfactory explanation. What 
could these unhappy men expect Jn a 
confined and blockaded garrison, and 
even at a time when they could not fail 
to be acquainted with the distress and 
difficulties under which we laboured ? 
The very act of escaping was attended 
with innumerable dangers ; and, should 
the garrison afterwards fall into tlie 
hands ot' the enemy, they w^ere certain 
to meet with the severest punishment. 
There is, however, a kind of heroism 
in the passions; disgust, or, resentment, 
will prompt men to overlook dangers 
and (iifiiculties, which, in the line of 
their duty, would be esteemed insur- 
mountable. 

A Venetian.came in from the west, 
on the 21st; she spoke the British 
fleet all well to the west of Cape St. 
Vincent. The subsequent day, a Dutch 
prize, laden with flour, was sent in by 
the Maidstone privateer, which arrKt'd 
herself on the 23rd. Several other 
vessels came in during the intermediate 
time to the 27th; when a Spanish 
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squadron of four Unc-of-battle ships, 
two frigates, and a xebeque, joined 
Admiral liarcelo from the west, and 
agjiin blocked up the port. From 
the patched and disorderly appearance 
of their sails and rigging, it was con- 
jectured that they were fitted up in 
haste, and solely for the duty of the 
blockade: it gave us however some 
uneasiness to find them again likely to 
adopt their former system. 

At daybreak, on fihe preceding day, 
we discovered a vessel at anchor off 
Waterport, which we fired upon, sup- 
posing her to be a Spaniard : she im- 
mediately sent her boht to Ragged 
Staftj and informed us that she was of 
Naples, and bound to London ; that she 
had touched at Mihorca, and had on 
board two English discharged soldiers, 
and two women passengers. The boat 
returned, and soon after went on shore 
at Fort St. Philip, where it remained 
about half an hour. In the evening 
tln^ enemy fired a shot at the vessel ; 
upon which she sent her boat a second 
time ashore: we answered the shot 
from Willis’s; nevertheless at night 
she went over unperceived to Alge- 
ziras. 

In the beginning of March, three 
regiments decamped from the enemy’s 
army, and took different routes. On 
the night o’f the 2nd, two Genoese 
sailors, wlio had formerly belonged to 
a privateer of the garrison, came over 
to us in a small boat from Algeziras. 
The following day a Spanish convoy 
under a commodore arrived in the bay, 
from the west. The governor, on tlie 
11th, ordered the garrison to be 
victualled monthly (bread excepted) 
m the following proportion : for a sol- 
dier, each first and third week, 1 lb. of 
pork, 2^ lbs. of salt fish, which had 
l.^een purchased from the Newfound- 
land ship ; 2 pints of peas ; 1 lb. of 
Hour ; lb. of raisins ; i lb. of rice ; 
5 oz. of butter; Ij pint of oatmeal. 
5>ecoud and fourth week, 1^ lb. of beef; 

- lbs. of fish; 2 pints of peas; 1 lb. of 
'ice ; ^6 oz. of butter ; 1^ lb. of wheat; 

" Ibf of raisins. The salt cod being 
tidiffcrent of its kind, and the soldiers 
3ot having proper vegetables to dress 
it, proved very pernicious. This 


article continued to be delivered for 
near seven months ; and undoubtedly, 
in a great degree, promoted that dread 
fill disorder, the scurvy, which, before 
Sir George Rodney arrived, had made 
its appearance, and afterwards became 
very general and fatal. The governor, 
however, in this new distrilmtion, con- 
sidered the hospital, whose proportion 
of salt meat was less, ana more nourish- 
ing articles issued instead. 

Notwithstanding the repeated assur- 
ances from the Spaniards, that the 
English prisoners in our neighbour- 
hood should be exchanged for those 
taken with Admiral Langara, none 
were yet sent in agreeably to that 
admiral’s promise : Commodore Eliott 
was therefore under tin* necessity of 
making a formal demand, and to en- 
force it told them, if they did not com- 
pljr, he should expect the Spanish ad- 
miral would return with the officers 
then upon their parole. This con- 
vinced them the commodore was no 
longer to be trifled with ; accordingly, 
on the 1 2th, about 390 British seamen 
were received on board the Fortune 
sloop, and distributed amongst the 
men-of-war, whose crews, as I liave 
mentioned before, were sent to man 
the Spanish prizes. The same day a 
Moorish sloop came in from Malaga, 
and brought intelligence that the enemy 
had fitted up several fire-ships in the 
bay. Ii^the evening three of the 72nd 
absented themselves from their corps ; 
search was made the succeeding day, 
and two o# them were discovered asleep 
in a cave, behind the Sugar- Loaf Point. 
They had cut up their Working-dresses 
into shreds, which were tied together 
to favour their descent down the rock ; 
and it is imagined the following night 
they w'ould have repeated their attempt 
to get off. One of these men w’as after- 
wards executed, but the other was par- 
doned. 

The Fly packet arrived the 14th, 
with an English mail. In the after- 
noon the Maidstone came in, with a 
settee prize, which the captain had cut 
out of Malaga road. A privateer, 
called the Alert, beat in from the west 
on the 1 .5tli, notwithstanding an east- 
erly wind. A prize following her was 
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taken off Cabrita Point, 'jllie 1 7th/ the 
enemy sent in 41 Ih itish seamen, avIio 
were distributed as belbre. 

The enemy at this time were not 
particularly employed. Some new ar- 
rangements were made in their artil- 
lery park; and ill their camp they 
M'ere busy, collecting brush-wood for 
fascines, which caused various conjec- 
tures in the ffirrison concerning their 
future operations. A salute and feu- 
tle-joie were tired in their camp on the 
lOtli, supposed to be occasioned by the 
birth of a son to the princess of Astu- 
rias. The night of the 2.3rd, the Alert 
sailed with dispatches for England; 
and on the 29th we received from the 
enemy more English prisoners. In 
the course of the month the garrison 
lost four meu by desertion. 

April was not remarkable for any 
events of moment. On the 2nd, the 
Porcupine frigate, Sir Charles Knowles, 
Part., sailed to the eastward on a cruise. 
3'he Tith, arrived the Fly packet ; she 
reported that a merchantman, bound to 
the garrison, had be(*n obliged by a 
north wind, when she w’as almost ar- 
rived in the bay, to pass to the east- 
ward, and put into Tetuan, where she 
waited a favourable opportunity to re- 
in*w her attempt, 'ilie Fortune slwip, 
on the fith, took over to the enemy 
.300 Spaniards, who had been confined 
ns prisoners for some time in our Navy 
liospital. She returned with nine Pri- 
tish, and two days after took over 280 
prisoners. The night of the 12th a 
sloop, with two settees, canv-j in from 
Tangier : the former brought a packet 
Irom Mr. Logie ; and the latter, cattle, 
and other acceptable articles. The 
following day we observed the enemy 
forming a bridge of pontons across 
the mouth of the river (Juadaranque, 
At night, the Hyena frigate, Captain 
Thompson, arrived in thirteen days 
from England. She was chased by the 
enemy's cruisers, and fired at, but re- 
ceived very little damage. The 20th, 
the. Edgar, Commodore Ffiiott, and 
the Hyena, with a privateer, sailed to 
the we.st, notwithstanding the enemy’s 
superiority in the bay. Admiral Par- 
celo seemed to suspect their intention ; 
for instantly on their appearing under 
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sail, he made a signal for his Sijuadron 
to pursue. The Edgar and her consort 
were, however, out of sight before the 
Spaniards got abreast of Cabrita Point. 

Towards the conclusion of the month, 
the enemy were more active in their 
camp, and sometimes in the lines ; to 
which place they brought down a great 
quantity of fascines. Tlicy were chiefly 
employed in raising the boyau, and 
making repairs, which were, however, 
so trifling, that our artillery did not 
disturb them. Besides the arrivals al- 
ready noted, we received supplies by 
two or three boats from the Parbary 
coast; and in the course of ' le month, 
three deserters came over from tlie 
enemy, one of whom swam to Land- 
port from Tessc’s' battery, about half- 
way between Fort Philip and Point 
Mala. 

May was not less barren of interest- 
ing occurrences than the preceding 
month. Several deserters attempted 
to get in, but some were so unfortunato 
as to be overtaken by their pursuers. 
These wretclies were generally exe- 
cuted the succeeding day, but the ex- 
ample did not deter others from simi- 
lar attempts. 

The 4th, the Fly returned with 
fowls, leather, and fruit. Two days 
following, the enemy’s army were un- 
der arms in two divisions, and per- 
formed a sham engagement. One di- 
vision took post on the eminence above 
the stone (piarry, under tlie Queen of 
Spain’s (^diair, and was attacked by the 
other from below. After a smart can- 
nonade, and brisk discharge of mus- 
ketry, the party above gave way ; bat 
the night prevented our observing the 
conclusion. The succeeding day, the 
Fortune received from a Spanish flag 
of truce 47 prisoners, very few of 
whom were British. At night small 
anns were discharged on the neutial 
ground, supposed to be at some desen t- 
ers who were coming off. One Waloa 
reached the harrier, and infomed aa 
that several of his comrades agreed to 
follow him. The Kith, two men wei**'' 
executed in the Spanish camp;^oba' 
bly, the same who were retaken. 

Another deserter, belonging to the 
regiment of Estreinadura. came in 
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the 11th, and was remarkable for be- 
ing the first native of Spain who de- 
serted. The Spanish infantry in gene- 
ral is raised upon a local establishment. 
Each district is required, by an ancient 
law called the Quinta, to furnish a cer- 
tain proportion of troops ; and the men 
are enrolled for about seven or eight 
years* service, after which time they 
arc permitted to return to their re- 
spective provinces; and as the Spa- 
niards are all strongly attached to their 
native spot,* desertion is consequently 
less common with them than w ith any 
other troops. Most«of the men who 
deserted to us, came from those regi- 
ments in their service which are com- 
posed of foreigners. 

A Swede was brought-to from Eu- 
ropa, the 1 5th, and obliged to come in. 
We were much disai)pointed in her 
lading, which was salt. We had a 
few days before received some supplies 
from Tangier; and on the 18th two 
boats arrived from Tetuan, with fowls 
and oil : the latter reported that the 
Fly packet, which had left us on the 
11th, was driven ashore on the Bar- 
bary coast by the enemy’s cruisers, 
who, after the crew had (piitted her, 
took possession. We were much con- 
cerned at this intelligence; for the 
Fly was a fast sailer, and had been 
very fortunate in frequently passing in 
and out unobserved. The 20 th, came 
in a ISIoorish sloop from Malaga, with 
butter, raisins, and leather : the latter 
article was much wanted; indeed, so 
scarce was it become in the garrison, 
that several officers, and most of the 
men, had been necessitated to wear 
sliocs made of canvas, with soles of 
spun-yarn. 

A letter of marque arrived on the 
2r)th from Leghorn, with wine, oil, antf 
other articles : a very valuable cargo 
to the garrison. On the 30th the ene- 
my’s army were again* under arms. 
Their manceuvres on that day were the 
attack and defence of a convoy. Their 
parties, as in the last montli, continued 
arranging the ordnance in their artil- 
lery park, and bringing down to the 
fines materials for the repair of their 
Works. Our .artillery, however, took 
little notice of them. 


n the befjinning of .June we received 
some seasonable supplies by the arrival 
of three boats from Tetuan and one 
from Tangier. By the latter we had 
intelligence that the Fox packet, from 
Faro, and a sloop, were at that place 
waiting an opportunity to get in ; and 
by this, or one of the former ves- 
sels, Mr. Logie gave information that 
the enemy had prepail&d several fire- 
ships to burn our shipping in the bay. 
Two months before, he had intimated 
to Commodore Eliott that the Spa- 
niards had five fire-ships in readiness 
for immediate use ; and that they had 
once made an attempt to send them 
over, but the wind failed. Repeating 
the intelligence, therefore, at this time, 
was peculiarly fortunate, as the next 
night they attempted to put in exe- 
cution their design. The same day, a 
Spanish ship of the line sailed from 
Algeziras to the eastward. 

Our naval force at this period con- 
sisted of the Panther, of bO guns. Cap- 
tain Harvey (who, since Commodore 
EliotFs departure, commanded in the 
Mediterranean) ; the Fhiterprise fri- 
gate, Captain Lesley ; two armed ves- 
sels commanded by lieutenants, with 
several armed ordnance transports, and 
other ships belonging to merchants. 
On the morning of the 7th, a little 
after midnight, the Enterprise, which 
was anchored to the northward off the 
New mole head, discovered several 
sail apj^roaching her from the opposite 
side of the bay : they w t re hailed, but, 
before satisfactory answers could bo 
received, several fireworks and inflam- 
mable substances wgre thrown on 
board, and six fire-ships suddenly ap- 
peared in the fi)rm of a crescent, bear- 
ing down upon her and the ordnance- 
ships ill the New mole. Captain Les- 
ley, with immediate presence of mind, 
instantly fired three guns tu alarm his 
friends, and, cutting his cable, drove 
closer ill shore. The Panther and 
shipping, on the appearance of the 
enemy, immediately commenced a 
brisk eaunoiiade to retard their pro- 
gress; and, maiming their boats, the 
officers and seamen, w ith their usual 
intrepidity, grappled the ships; and, 
notwithstanding the fierceness of the 
£ 2 
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flames, towed tliem, cleaii of oiir ves- 
sels, under the walls, where they were 
afterwards extinguished. Ileside these 
six, whieh were intended for the New 
mole, three others were lighted and 
direcUnl towards the Pauther, at an- 
chor oif l^uenii Vista ; but one w'as 
towed off by the boats, and the other 
tw^o were at so great a distance that 
tli(y drove out to sea to the eastward. 

The garrison was as early alarmed 
as the navy. The drums beat to arms ; 
the guards were all upon their defence ; 
and the pickets, with the different re- 
giments, assembled at their posts, and 
continued under anus till daybreak. 
The artillery from the batteries se- 
conded the lire from the ships; but 
the darkness of the night prevented 
any certain knowledge of the effect. 
The wind, which was favourable for 
their purpose in the beginning of the 
night, fortunately grew still when they 
were most in need of it. The largest 
of them, nevertheless, which was of the 
size of a large Indiaman, or 50-gun 
ship, w'ould certainly have got into 
the New mole amongst the ordnance- 
transports, had not a few bar-shot, from 
a .32-pounder at the Mole head, turned 
her round, and then the current carried 
her into Rosia bay. 

The navy on this occasion cannot be 
too highly commended for their cou- 
rage, conduct, and alertness. Their 
intrepidity overcame every ^bstacle; 
and though three of the ships were 
linked wdth chains and strong cablc.s, 
and every precaution was takvm to ren- 
der them successfiil, yet, with uncom- 
mon resolutioiHind activity, the British 
seamen separated the vessels, and towed 
them ashore with no other injury to 
themselves than a few burns and 
bruises. The design altogether, to do 
justice to the ingenuity of Don Barcelo, 
was well projected, and his squadron 
judiciously stationed at the entrance of 
the bay to intercept our men-of-war in 
case they had attempted to escape from 
tlie fire-slups. We afterwards were in- 
foniied that Admiral Barcelo proposed 
to Don Alvarez to draw off our atten- 
tion from the southward by opening 
his land batteries on the town. With- 
out doubt such a proceeding would 


gar- 
rison in some measure from tlie ship- 
ping; but as the navy had the prin- 
cipal, nay, I may say, the sole honour 
of opposing the fire-ships, their endea- 
vours would not have been less sfrenu- 
ous, nor of course less successful. 

The hulls of the fire-ships were soon 
aft;er broken up and sold to the inhabit- 
ants for fuel, and proved a most season- 
able relief. Firing was become a more 
important article than before, wdiich 
may appear very extraordinary to the 
reader, when he looks back to the short 
time which had 'elapsed since tb .* de- 
parture of Sir George Rodney’s iieet ; 
but it is necessary to inform him that 
the colliers intended for the garrison 
were too late in doming round from 
the Downs to join at Spithcad —Sir 
George Rodney therefore sailed w ith- 
out them. 

The morning of the 8th, arrived the 
Fox packet, and another vessel from 
Faro; and in the course of the loth 
and 12th, four boats came in from Te- 
tuan and Tangier with various cargoes. 
The patrons reported it was current at 
Tangier that we killed 14 or 1.5 men 
in the attack of the fire-ships, and that 
the Spaniards had several more fire- 
ships ready in the bay, with whieh it 
was not improbable they might make a 
second attempt. Our navy were con- 
sequently very vigilant, and kept a 
good look-out. For some weeks past 
we had been remarkably successful in 
receiving these small and very accept- 
able silpplies. Their cruisers, how- 
ever, now began to be more alert, and 
appeared to be stationed with better 
judgment. On the 15th, a boat was 
taken coming in, but her consort es- 
caped; and on the 20th, another ar- 
rived from Tangier, which brought 
intelligence that a large ship, with 
coals and butter, bound to the garrison, 
was captured by the Spaniards two 
days before under the guns of Tangier. 
The 24th, several broadsides were ex- 
changed between four of the enemy’s 
ships, passing to Algeziras, and our 
shipping and batteries at the sobth- 
ward. Some few shot came ashore, 
but no particular damage was re- 
ceived. The Enterprise had 18 sail- 
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ors burnt by the explosion of some 
powder. 

Early on the 27th, four Spanish gun- 
boats, with a xebeque and two galleys, 
approached under cover of the night 
and fired upon the Panther. A brisk 
discharge was however returned, and 
tliey soon retired. One shot struck the 
south pavilion, and three were fired 
through the Panther. This mode of an- 
noyance the enemy afterwards greatly 
improved upon. These boats were 
strongly budt, but ill finished: they 
had a small mast inclining forward 
from the centre of -the boat, almost 
over the bow, upon which was hoisted 
a la tine yard and sail, which, at an- 
chor, served as an awning to the men 
on board. They I’owed astonishingly 
swift, and each carried a 2()-pounder in 
the bow. We never had a good oppor- 
tunity of making any satisfactory ob- 
servations on them, but judged from 
their appearance tliat they were about 
70 feet long and 20 broad. 

In the b<jginning of July, the Pan- 
tlier man-of-war receiving upwards of 
100 English prisoners from the enemy, 
(’Japtaiu Harvey sailed for England. 
Some alterations and additions took 
place the same day in the garrison de- 
tail. The 4th,- the Fortune brought 
over more British prisoners. We 
had received some supplies in the 
course of a few days by two Moorish 
boats, and they were followed on the 
11th of July by one from Tangier, 
which informed us of a fleet having 
been seen off that coast, and ^liat two 
boats had been taken coming into the 
bay. The fleet here mentioned was 
the combined fleet of France and Spain, 
'which soon after captured our out- 
ward-bound East aud West India fleets^ 
and carried the greater part of them 
into Cadiz : one of the heaviest blows 
which British commerce had ever 
sustained. 

The recent attempt of the enemy to 
burn the shipping and store-houses at 
the southward, added to the intelli- 
gence which the governor had received 
of the enemy*s fleet being off Cadiz, 
caused him to direct particular atten- 
tion towards that quarter of the garrison. 
Batteries for heavy metal were made 


on 'the rock^ above Parson’s Lodge, at 
Kosia; and directions were given for 
the New Mole to be cleared of shipping, 
that the ordnance might liave more 
liberty to play. Other alterations also 
took place in that neighbourhood. 
Early on the morning of tlie 1 7tb, five 
gun-l)oats and four galleys fired upon 
the Enterprise and shipping in the New 
Mole. One of the frigate’s forecastle 
guns was dismounted, and her fore-stay 
cut : some shots came also on shore. 

During the remainder of the month, 
our firing, which had been continued 
at inters^als, was brisker on their par- 
ties, who were principally employed in 
forming considerable depots of fascines, 
casks, and timber, in the lines, and in 
collecting brush-wood from the coun- 
try : they were likewise very busy in 
disembarking stores which bad lately 
arrived. Several empty transport-ves- 
sels, in the course of this month, left 
the garrison for England. A man of 
the 58th regiment deserted to the 
enemy: one also came in from the 
lines. 

In August few incidents occurred on 
either side. Our provisions began to 
be bad, and extremely oft’ensive. The 
few supplies we now receivt‘d, were 
rather luxuries than substantials : wine, 
sugar, oil, honey, onions, and articles of 
the like kind, composed chiefly the 
cargoes of those craft which arrived. 
Sugar "was risen to 2s. Gd, per pound, 
and everything else sold in proportion. 

About 10 in tlie forenoon of the 3rd, 
a settee, tomiiig in from the west, was 
chased by the enemy, and taken into 
Algeziras. We imagined it was the 
Fox packet, which we then anxiously 
expected with an English mail; and 
our conjectures afterwards were con- 
firmed. The 10th, we observed the 
enemy laying a bridge of boats across 
the river Palmones. Two days fol- 
lowing, a brig was boarded almost 
under our guns, and conducted to Al- 
geziras. It was thought to be the same 
of which we had intelligence some 
time before, and which was laden with 
a variety of articles much wanted : her 
capture was therefore greatly lamented. 
The night of the 15th, six sailors de- 
serted in a boat from the New mole^ 
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The succeeding day, the Fortune sldop 
received from the enemy 04 prisoners. 
Ensign Bradshaw, of the 5Gth regi- 
ment, and several who were passengers 
ill the brig taken on the 12 th, were of 
the number. At night, five more 
sailors who were rowing guard, went 
over to the enemy. In the night of 
the 25th, a Minorquiu boat came in 
with wine, tea, and sugar, in eight 
days. The 27th and 29th, a soldier 
and four sailors deserted to the enemy. 
It was imagined the sailors forced 
with them the midshipman who com- 
manded the boat Colonel Mawhood, 
of the 72nd regiment, died on the 29th. 

A small boat arrived from Barbary 
on the 30th, with information that the 
Moors permitted the Spaniards to cap- 
ture every English vessel which took 
refiige under the protection of their 
guns; that tlie Spaniards would not 
allow any boats to leave the bay of 
Tangier, and only waited for orders 
from Admiral Barcelo to bum and 
destroy what remained. This intel- 
ligence very sensibly affected us. To 
be cut off from what we had always 
considered our domestic market, was a 
stroke we little expected. We waited, 
however, more authentic proofs of this 
extraordinary conduct, before we could 
implicitly believe the defection of those 
whom during the present contest we 
had considered as our firm friends. 

September was as barren with respect 
to material incidents as the preceding 
months. The enemy finished their 
ponton bridge over the river Palmones 
on the 2nd. About a week afterwards, 
two soldiers of the 56th deserted. On 
the 23rd, a flag of trace brought over 
the midshipman carried off by the 
sailors who deserted the latter end of 
August. The 29th, a deserter came 
in, in the habit of a peasant : he spoke 
several languages fluently, and said he 
had been a serjeant in their service. 
Some suspicions arising, he was charged 
to remain with part of the 58th regi- 
ment at Windmill-hill. The follow- 
ing day we remarked, that the enemy’s 
guards in the lines, at the hour of 
relieving, amounted to about 300 in- 
fantry, and 7o artillery, besides ca- 
valry. 


The situation of the garrison by tliis 
time was again become very interest- 
ing. The bl(K‘kade was, if possible, 
more strict and vigilant than before. 
Chains of small cruisers were stationed 
across the Straits, at the entrance of 
the bay, and on every side of the rock ; 
and the late disagreeable intelligence 
from Tangier seemed now confirmed, 
by our never having heard from that 
quarter during the month. The little 
assistance we therefore received, came 
from Minorca; but the supplies from 
that place wc^e so trifling, and sold at 
such enormous jlrices, that few were 
able to purchase them. We had not 
been favoured with a cargo of cattle for 
a long period, and the scurvy began to 
gain considerable ak'endancy over the 
efforts of our surgeons. Our distresses, 
in short, promised to be more acute 
and fatal than tliose we had already 
experienced. 

The enemy’s operations on the land 
side had been for many months so 
unimportant, as scarcely to merit our 
attention. However, on the morning 
of the 1st of October, we observed they 
had raised an epaulment, about 600 
or 700 yards advanced from their lines. 
The preceding night, our out-guards 
had been alarmea with an unusual 
noise on the neutral ground, like that 
of men at work: several large fires 
also appeared, and some attempts were 
made to burn our advanced barriers 
with devils, and other comb\istibles, 
which were soon thrown off witliout 
taking effect ; and notice was given to 
the Lines, Landport, and other guards. 
This alarm, however, was not general 
in the garrison. As the morning ad- 
vanced, tlje noise ceased ; and we dis- 
wvered that they had set fire to the 
fishermen’s huts in the gardens: but 
when the day permitted us to examine 
further, we observed the above-men- 
tioned work. 

The epaulment was about 30 yards 
in extent, of a simple constraction, 
composed of chandeliers, fascines, and 
a few sand-bags ; and was erected npar 
the windmill or tower on the neu- 
tral ground, distant about 1100 yards 
from our grand battery. “The enemy’s 
guns were elevated, and batteries man 
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ned; which, with other preparations 
in the lines, seemed to argne that they 
expectecLwe should lire, and were de- 
termined to oppose it. These appear- 
ances, probably, induced the governor 
not to take any particular notice of 
tlieir work in the day: but at night, 
orders Avere sent to throw a for light 
balls, to discover if they were making 
any addition. The inhabitants imme- 
diately took the alarm, upon being told 
that the enemy had thrown up an ad- 
vanced work, and that their batteries 
were manned ; and at night very few 
remained at the nortlf end of the town. 

It now seemed evident the enemy 
had detei^mined on a more serious 
attack, in case the second blockade 
was unsuccessful : But we were at a loss 
to imagine what motives could influ- 
ence them to act so opposite to the 
established mode of approaching a be- 
sieged garrison, by erecting a work so 
distant, and which had no connexion 
with their established lines. 

The enemy’s batteries continued to 
be manned till the 2nd; and in the 
afternoon of that day, Don Alvarez, 
accompanied by an officer, supposed to 
be the Count d’Estaiug, who was ex- 
pected in the Spanish camp when the 
last deserter cmne in, visited the lines. 
They remained three-quarters of an 
hour at Fort St. Barbara, viewing the 
rock with glasses. On their return 
they were saluted from Point Mala; 
and as they passed the front line of 
the camp, the regiments turned out 
without arms. On the niglft of the 
3rd, a smart engagement was heard off 
Cabrita Point, supposed to be between 
some vessel attempting to come in, and 
the enemy’s cruisers; and the next 
morning a sloop with English colours 
reversed was observed at Algeziras, * 

Early on the 4th, our advanced 
guards discovered the enemy endea- 
vouring, a second time,* to fix fire-fag- 
gots on our barriers. A smart dis- 
charge of musketry was immediately 
directed from these posts, and from the 
Queen’s lines ; on which they retired. 
At daybreak we observed they had 
carriett away vast quantities of vege- 
tables from the gardens, and trampled 
others under foot ; but little, if any, ad- 


dition was made to the epaulment. A 
parley came* in on the 5th; and soon 
after, the Fortune sloop received up- 
wards of 40 British prisoners, many of 
whom liad been taken going from the 
garrison. In the evening of the 6tbf 
the Spanish general came to the lines, 
at the head of the relieving guards. 
Soon after he arrived, the guns were 
again elevated, and evtry preparation 
made, as if they had resolved to open 
on the garrison. The 8th, the town- 
major, Captain Burke, went out with 
a parley, intending to proceed to the 
tower, the place appointed by custom 
for the officers to give and receive 
communications. When he got abreast 
of the new work, the sentries by mo- 
tions informed him he must not ad- 
vance. He pointed to the tower ; hut 
they continued inflexible : on his turn- 
ing round however to return, one of 
them came up with his arms, and pro- 
ceeded with him to the tower, whilst 
another ran to acciuaint the officer in 
the lines. The messenger after some 
time came back, and botli remained ap- 
parently as a*guard over Major Burke, 
till the officer arrived ; when, deliver- 
ing his packet, the major returned to 
the garrison. 

The enemy did not appear very 
anxious to complete the epaulment; 
their parties were employed in raising 
and finishing the merlons of the bat- 
teries in the lines, raising the merlons 
of Foft St. Philip with fascines, and 
erecting a new battery near the guard- 
house o» the beach. The 1 Uh, a small 
settee arrived from Minorca : the 
patron infbnning us .that tAvo others 
were standing for tlie rock, the navy 
manned their boats to assist them, in 
case tile enemy opposed their entrance ; 
but on getting round Europa Point, no 
such vessels appeared. A Dutch con- 
voy was however passing: the boats 
therefore boldly advanced, and boarded 
a dogger which had got, during the 
fog, pretty near the rock. She was a 
Dane from Malaga, laden with lemons 
and oranges, which the governor im- 
mediately purchased, and distributed 
to the garrison. 

Few articles ever arrived more sea- 
sonably than this cargo of fruit. The 
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scurvy had made dreadful ravagef in 
our hospitals, and more 'wefe daily con- 
fined: many, liowever, unwilling to 
yield to the first attacks, persevered in 
their duty to its more advanced stages. 
It was therefore not uncommon, at this 
period, to see men, who some months 
before were hale, and equal to any 
fiitigue, supporting themselves to their 
posts upon crvtches, and even with 
that assistance scarcely able to move 
along. The most fatal consequences, 
in short, to the garrison, were to be ap- 
prehended from tliis terrible disorder, 
when this Dane was happily directed 
to our relief. The lemons were im- 
mediately administered to the sick, who 
devoured them with the greatest avi- 
dity. The sahitiiry effects were al- 
most iiistautaneoiis : in a few days, 
men who Juul been considered as irre- 
coverable, left their beds to congratu- 
late their comrades on the ))rospect of 
once more becoming useful to their 
country. 

Mr. Cairncross of the 73rd regiment, 
a surgeon of great eminence, who was 
present at this time and the remaining 
part of the siege, has favoured me with 
the following information relative to 
the senrvy, and the mode of using this 
vegetable acid; which, with his per- 
mission, I insert for the benefit of those 
who may hereafter be under similar 
circumstances : — 

“The scurvy which attacked the 
garrison of Gibraltar, differed ''in no 
respect from that disease usually con- 
tracted by sailors in long voyages ; and 
of which the immediate cause seemed 
to be the subsisting for a length of time 
upon salted provisions only, without a 
sufficient quantity of vegetables, or 
other acescent foods. The circum- 
stance related in the voyage of that 
celebrated circumnavigator, the late 
fjord Anson, of consolidated fractures 
disuniting, and the callosity of the bone 
l^ing perfectly dissolved, occurred fre- 
quently in our hospitals ; and old sores 
and wouijds opened anew from the na- 
ture of the disorder. 

“ Various antiscorbutics were used 
without success, such as acid of vitriol, 
sour crout, extract of malt, essence of 
spruce, &c., but the only specific was 


fresh lemons and oranges, given libe- 
rally; or wlien they could not be pro- 
cured, the preserved juice in such quan- 
tities, from one to four ounces per diem, 
as the patient could bear. Whilst the 
lemons were sound, from one to three 
were administered each day as circum- 
stances directed. The juice given to 
those in the most malignant state, was 
sometimes diluted with sugar, wine, or 
spirits; but the convalescents took it 
without dilution. Women and chil- 
dren were equally affected; nor were 
the officers exempted from this alarm- 
ing distemper. k became almost gene- 
ral at the commencement of the winter 
season, owing to the cold and mois- 
ture ; and in the beginning of spring, 
when vegetables wci’e scarce. 

“ The juice ‘was preserved by adding 
to 60 gallons of expressed liquor about 
five or ten gallons of brandy, which 
kept it in so wholesome a state, that se- 
veral casks were opened in good condi- 
tion at the close of the siege. The old 
juice was not however so speedily effi- 
cacious as the fruit, though by perstJ- 
vering longer in its use, it seldom 
failed.” 

The same day that the dogger was 
brought in, a parley came from Don 
Alvarez, to inform the governor that 
all intercourse or correspondence be- 
twixt them, in future, was to be con- 
ducted by flags of truce in the bay; 
which regulation continued till tfie 
peace was notified in 1783. The 14th, 
two gun-boats, from the Orange-grove, 
ranged along the front of the garrison, 
and drove in our fishing-boats ; and on 
the 16th they again ranged off the 
Mackerel bank, and forced our fisher- 
men to retire. We did not much ap- 
prove of this conduct, as the boats, by 
this means, were prevented from bring- 
ing any fish to our market. The 
enemy continued, however, this practice 
at intervals for some time. 

The 21st, the gun-boats fired upon 
the Enterprise and town. Captain 
Lesley, not choosing to remain the 
object of their fire, withdrew the -fri- 
gate into the New mole; where the 
navy, under the direction of the en- 
gineers, had begun to lay a boom of 
masts from the New mole head to the 
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watc‘riiig-taiik. This boom, though it 
was cousidered a difficult operation on 
account of the sAvell of the sea, was 
soon completed. 

It was not till the night of the 21st, 
that the enemy threw sand in the front 
of their epaulment, to cover it against 
our fire-balls and carcasses ; and on the 
2(ith they lengthened it to the west 
about 30 yards, and strengthened it in 
front with sand. The' night of the 
28th they erected two large traverses in 
the rear for magazines. It now pre- 
sented a very compact appearance; 
whence we concluded that it was in- 
tended for a mortar battcjry. 

Though it was geiiei*ally imagined 
in England that the garrison had been 
amply provided wfth every article and 
necessary of life, when Sir George 
Rodn(*y arrived with the transports and 
relief from England, our wants, in 
reality, were far from lieing supplied. 
In the articles of ammunition and salt 
provisions, the garrison had probably 
as much as they re<juired ; but of fresh 
provisions, wine, spirits, sugar, &c., we 
began to find a great scarcity ; and the 
price of what remained was conse- 
quently much enhanced. The assist- 
ance we received formerly from Bar- 
bary bad now •been suspended for se- 
veral months ; the enemy seemed de- 
termined to .prevent our deriving sup- 
port from the element that almost sur- 
rounded us; and their cruisers were 
too numerous and vigilant to allow us 
to expect anything from the west. 
Thus situated, the garrison turned 
their eyes on the island of Minorca, 
w'hencc we had already received some 
very acceptable supplies, and whose 
situation, from the great scope of sea 
room, afforded a flattering probability 
of the boats being oftener able to es- 
cape the enemy’s cruisere. The pro- 
ductions of that island are various ; 
and those articles which it did not 
afford, could be purchased from the 
prizes that were daily carried thither 
by the privateers. Several garrison 
boats were therefore sent to Minorca, 
sohie of which returned, in the course 
of October, laden with the wine of that 
island, sugar (an article become ex- 
ceedingly scarce), and cheese ; with , 


solietimes a few live-stock. These 
articles wefe all sold by auction, ac- 
cording to a regulation established by 
the governor ; and, though they seldom 
were purchased by the lower ranks, 
yet afforded upon the whole a partial 
relief to the garrison. 

The 3Uth, we observed that the 
enemy had posted an officer’s guard in 
the Mill battery, whicl* was the name 
we gave to the new work. Montague’s 
bastion was therefore opened on it in 
the evening, and, by forming a cross- 
fire with the batteries on the heights, 
considerably annoyed them, and much 
retarded their operations. The same 
night two soldiers of the 56th and 72nd 
deserted from Uppcir All’s-well, in the 
lines: they were sentries at the same 
|K)st, and got down by means of a rope ; 
but previous to their descent, had the 
precaution to wet the priming of their 
firelocks. We also lost another man by 
desertion in the course of the mouth. 

The governor, in the beginning of 
November, made an arrangement of 
the troops, that in case the enenjy bom- 
barded the garrison, each regiment 
might know the quarters and stations 
which they were to take up. The 1st 
of the month was rather unpropitious 
to us : an English snow was taken to 
the east of the rock : at night a soldier 
of the 56th regiment deserted during a 
heavy shower of rain ; and the follow- 
ing evening two others, of the 12th and 
56th, attempted to get off by swimming- 
round the Old mole head ; but a few 
days afterwards the body of the former 
was washed ashore near the King’s 
bastion; we therefore concluded his 
comrade had shared the same fate. In 
the evening of the 7th a smart cannon- 
ade was heard in the Straits : after it 
had continued for some time a sudden 
flash appeared, and a report was heard, 
like the blowing-up of powder. The 
next morning we observed that the 
enemy had captured an English vessel, 
and were at tliat time towing in a gun- 
boat, which accounted for the firing 
and explosion. 

Our fire, about the 7th and 8th, be- 
came more animated; yet the enemy 
almost eveiT night made some interior 
additions. We had observed for several 
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ju’eoediiig moruings deep ynts in the 
!sand, leading from the prineipal barrier 
to the ^lill battery ; which led us to 
iin.agiiK" that they brought at night 
heavy timber and other materials from 
their depots in the lines. The artil- 
lery were tlierefore ordered to direct a 
ricochetting fire of small shells along 
this track. In the evening of the 10th 
a large party, followed by a numlK?r of 
carts and mules, laden with different 
materials, advanced along the beach 
from the sally-port of the ditch of Fort 
St. Philip to the Mill battery. They 
were perceived by the artillery at' 
Willis’s before they had proceeded half- 
way; and a brisk fire was directed 
towards their route, which threw the 
mules into confusion, and obliged some 
to return, after having left their bur- 
thens on the beach. The batteries being 
reinforced, the firing was continued 
with great vivacity the whole night. 
The subsequent evening our artillery 
were prepared, and immediately on the 
party’s appearing, saluted them with a 
warm discharge of shot and shells, 
wliich seemed to have greater effect 
than the fire of the preceding evening. 
This circumstance convinced us of the 
effect of the ricochetting fire from the 
lower batteries, along the track from 
the barrier ; but the enemy were not so 
soon driven from the new track as from 
the former; and continued, notwith- 
standing our fire (which ipust. have 
killed and wounded many of them), to 
bring materials in this exposed manner 
till a line of communicatioa was finished 
from the lines. 

An English sttmed polacre, called 
the Young Sabine, arrived on the 12th, 
after a spirited engagement in the bay 
with several armed vessels and three 
gun-boats. The enemy attempted to 
board her, but were as often repulsed 
by musketry : at length she beat them 
off, and anchored under our guns. Her 
cargo was cheese, hams, ana potatoes ; 
the latter of which sold at forty-three 
dollars* per cwt., which, according to 
forty-two pence per dollar (the ex- 
change at that time), are equal to 
7/. 10«. 6d. sterling. Other articles sold 
in proportion. In the afternoon a 
Minorquin settee arrived with the usual 


cargo ; a Spanish gun-boat boarded her 
on her passage ; but the patron show- 
ing papers from Majorca to tJie camp, 
the Spaniard took no further notice 
than keeping her company as a convoy. 
The Minonjuin afterwards seized a 
convenient opportunity, and slipped in. 

In the course of the 14th a Minor- 
quin tai’tan, bound for the garrison, Avas 
taken by the enemy ; the crew hoAvever 
quitted her, and got ashore. The enemy 
the same day mounted twejvc guns eii 
harbetf in the battery near the guard- 
house, in the vicinity of Fort St. l^hilip, 
which we had suf^posed was ino nded 
for mortars ; and about a week after- 
wards they erected merlons to this 
work, admitting the embrasures to open 
upon the garrison. This was called by 
the garrison the Black battery ; and 
though the most distant work erected 
against Gibraltar, was found in the 
subsequent bombardment and siege to 
l)e one of the most annoying to the giir- 
rison, as its line of fire enfiladed the 
Town Line wall and main street, which 
were during the siege the principal 
communications with the nortliern part 
of the fortress. 

Two nights following, the gun-boats, 
which were now increased in number, 
fired upon the town 'and shipping. 
Three, that directed their fire on the 
former, weie stationed off the Old mole 
head, and threw several shots into the 
town. Several men were wounded in 
the Enterprise frigate. 

The night of the 17th the enemy 
threw up* two places d’armes for mus- 
ketry on the flanks of the Mill bat- 
tery; the parapets formed semicircles 
joining the bartteiT', but afterwards ex- 
tended in an oblique direction towards 
t^^e lines. These additions appeared 
very slight, being only a row of casks 
or gabions, strengthened with half- 
chandeliers, and sand in front ; covered 
on the top with sand-bags. The 18th 
we were visited again by the gun-boats ; 
in returning their cannonade one of the 
thirty-two pounders on the King’s bas- 
tion burst, killed an artilleryman on 
the spot, and wounded three others. 
The man who fired the gun escaped, 
hut was a little scorch^ with the 
powder. 
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A great number of mules were 
employed on the 22nd, bringing for- 
ward casks, chandeliers, and other ma- 
terials, from the camp. The night of 
tlie 23rd the enemy began an approach 
from the lines to the Mill battery: it 
consisted of fascines, with sand banked 
up in front, and commenced near the 
vvest angle of the western fourteen-gun 
I)attery, extending about: 120 feet to- 
wards the advanced guard-house in 
front of Fori St. Philip ; the following 
night, notwithstanding our fire, they 
lengthened it about 100 feet, with chan- 
deliers placed in a french and filled 
with fascines. The tnemy endea- 
voured to draw our attention from this 
quarter by ^another salute from the 
gun-boats, but in vain. As it was not 
improbable that the giun-boats were 
directed in their firing by the lights 
in the houses along the line-wall, 
and those looking towards the bay ; 
orders were issued “that no lights 
in future should appear in any house, 
barrack, or guard-house, towards the 
buy, after seven o’clock in the even- 
ing.” 

We had hitherto derived occasional 
assistance from the gardens on the neu- 
tral ground, though vast quantities of 
vegetables had been removed from 
thence by the enemy. On the 25th, 
however, they determined to expel our 
people altogether from the gardens; 
which in the course of a few days they 
accomplished, notwithstanding the 
marksmen under Lieutenant Burleigh 
were stationed at Willis’s, aifti in the 
lines, in order to prevent them. 

From this period, our resources in 
respect to vegetables depended entirely 
upon our own attention to cultivation ; 
which, happily for the garrison, w^ 
crowned with tolerable success, espe- 
cially during the winter months, at 
which time the produce was increased 
to be almost equal to the consumption. 
The supplies from the gardens had in- 
deed begun to fail for some time be- 
fore, and we soon had little reason to 
regret their loss. We had, besides, 
the additional satisfaction of reflecting 
that the enemy were now cut off from 
a channel through which it was not 
improbable tliey had been informed of 


every occurence which happened in 
the garrison. 

The 2fith, a Frenchman, one of the 
crew of the Young Sabine, deserted in 
a boat to the enemy. The night of the 
27th, the Danish dogger, which brought 
us the cargo of lemons, sailed, and the 
next morning we observed her at an- 
chor off Algeziras. By the 29th, the 
enemy had finished the second branch 
of tile line of approach, and begun the 
return for the third towards the w est- 
em beach. Our fire, as they advanced, 
became more spirited than ever, and 
must have been severely felt by the 
enemy in this exposed duty. The 3()th 
was only distinguished by the arrival 
of a polacre from Algiers with soap, 
oil, wine, and candles — a very valuable 
cargo. 

December was introduced with bad 
weather. The 1st, arrived the Angli- 
cana privateer from Smyrna, and, two 
nights after, she continued her voyage 
towards England. Lieutenant Gage, 
of the Enterprise, went home passenger 
with dispatches. The 2nd was parti- 
cularly stormy, with thunder and 
lightning, which happily did not con- 
tinue long, or the works of the garrison 
might have materially suffered. The 
rain poured down with such violence 
from the heights, forcing with it vast 
quantities of rubbish, stones, and loose 
earth, that the streets leading from the 
hill viere instantly choked up, and 
considerable damage was done to the 
buildings. The enemy, notwithstand- 
ing th^ storm, completed tlieir third 
branch, and raised the return towards 
the east. Though the storm did not 
retard their finishing what they had 
begun in the evening, yet the chande- 
liers were very much sunk in many 
places, which employed their parties 
five or six of tlie following evenings to 
repair. They also made some alter- 
ations in the direction of the second 
branch, and repaired the batteries in the 
lines. A brig arrived from Leghorn 
on the 10th, also three settees from 
Minorca. 

From the 10th, the enemy added 
every night so considerably to the 
fourth branch of the approacn, that on 
the 14th at night they joined tlie ex- 
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troniity of the eastern place d'armh; 
and two nights following, llegan a lifth 
branch, which on the 10th Avas ex- 
tended to the cast flank of the Mill 
battery, "rheir operations liad not 
be(»n Avholly confined to completing 
this line of communication ; a mortar 
battery for the sea Aras erected to the 
nordi of Fort St. Ikirbara, and large 
and small traveises were raised Avithin 
both forts to protect their men from our 
upper batteries. 

About noon on the 1 7th, a cannon- 
ade' AA'as heard towards the west. A 
cloud of smoke Avas observ'ed near 
Tangier, and we afterwards learned 
that the Moors Avere firing a salute on 
account of the arriA^al of their emperor. 
Three hundred and ninety rounds AA'cre 
numbered, and it Avas repeated the next 
day. The reader will probably recol- 
lect that the garrison of Tangier is to 
us an object of some curiosity, as hav- 
ing formerly been in the possession of 
the English. It was ceded by the Por- 
tuguese (Avho liad been masters of it 
for some time) to King Charles II. as 
part of the dowry of the Princess Ca- 
tharine of Portugal, and remained un- 
der the English dominion till 1684, 
Avhen, the nation refusing to pay the 
heaA-y expense attending its mainte- 
nance against the repeated attacks of the 
Moors, the fortifications were blown 
up and the garrison ordered to aban- 
dort the town. The Moors, after the 
place Avas deserted, returned* and 
it has ever since continued in their 
possession. When the Eiiglisii Avere 
masters of Tangier, the works on the 
land side were (considered as almost 
impregnable ; anci, for the accommoda- 
tion of shipping, a mole of consider- 
able extent was advanced into the sea. 

The present town is built at the bot- 
tom of a bay, on the side of a hill over- 
looking the sea. The Moors have, in 
some measure, repaired the moles, and 
endeavoured to restore the city to its 
former importance ; but their efforts go 
slowly Qp towards accomplishing that 
work. Tangier wa.s the residence of a 
British cjonsul, and, in conjunction with 
Tetuan, in times of peace, supplies 
Gibraltar, Cadiz, Lisbon, and other 
ports on the coasts of Spain and Portu- 


gal Avith fowds, beef, mutton, and fruit. 
It w'as about this time the scene of 
.s>me interesting transaetions Avhich 
will shortly be related. 

The enemy, on the 20th, began to 
ereet small traverses in the rear of 
their approach. On the 21st, the 
Speedwell cutter. Lieutenant Gibson, 
arriA'ed Avith government dispatches, 
after a Avarm engagement with the 
enemy ott* Ceuta, in which the Spa- 
niards attempted to board the cutter, 
but Avere repulsed. Lieutenant Gib- 
son was dangerously wounded in the 
action, which was the only casmdty on 
l)oard. The 2.?rd, arrived a pr. /ateer 
brig, called the Hannah, Captain Ven- 
ture, last from lasbon. She brought 
some excellent supplies; and the day 
following, tw'O' other vessels from Li- 
verpool got in w’ith variety of ])rovi- 
sions. The cargoes of these ships 
were sold by auction for 300 per cent, 
profit 

It was about this period, some let- 
ters of a curious tenor were discovered 
in the possession of the deserter who 
came in on the 29th of September, in 
the dress of a peasant, and said he was 
a Serjeant. They were directed to 
Colonel Nugent, of the Hibernian 
corps, in the Spanish service ; and the 
purport of them was — “ that Euroj)a 
was the most eligible place to attack 
the garrison; acknowledging having 
received several sums of money, and 
concluding with expressing his fears 
lest he should be discovered ; therefore 
desired tire colonel would concert some 
measures for his escape.” The man 
was immediately ordered into close 
confinement, and remained a prisoner 
for some time, till, an opportunity offer- 
ing, he .was sent away from the garri- 
sdn. We were afterwards informed 
by other deserters that he was sent in 
as a spy, and liberally rewarded for 
this hazardous service. 

The enemy, having completed their 
approach to the Mill battery, were 
employed in dressing the communica- 
tion and raising fascine traverses, in 
the rear for their greater protecticto. 
The 26th and following nights, their 
carpenters braced with head-rails the 
chandeliers, which, owing to the late 
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rains, liad given way in several places. 
They were so very noisy in this duty 
as to induce a brisk fire from our bat- 
teries. The doth, a settee, going from 
Algeziras to the eastward, was becalmed 
off* Europa, and was boarded and 
brought in by our boats. Many pri- 
vate letters were found on board, which 
mentioned the considerable loss the 
enemy liad sustained from our fire. 
There were also a quantity of clothes, 
and some money. The next day a 
settee got iii from Minorca. 

Our carpenters, in the beginning of 
January, were very 'busy in erecting 
stages and temporaiw cranes in Camp 
and Rosia bays, and upon the Line 
wall, above the Navy yard ; which led 
us to imagine that the governor had 
♦received intelligence by'the Speedwell, 
that a convoy might soon be expected. 
The reason for erecting these machines 
so far to the south, and at such a dis- 
tance from the garrison store-houses, 
was the apprehension of being annoyed 
ill disembarking the provisions at Rag- 
ged Staff', &c., from the enemy’s ad- 
vanced battery, which was now finished, 
and reported to mount eight 13-inch 
mortars. These precautions will ap- 
pear to be very prudent and essential, 
w hen the reader, on a farther perusal, 
is informed of tlie range and effect of 
tlie enemy’s fire. Some alterations 
were also made in the works at tlie 
New mole. 

The 11th, a Spanish flag of truce, 
with two Moorish galleys, came over 
from tlie Orange-grove, luJting on 
board Consul Logie, his lady, and all 
the British subjects who had been resi- 
dent in Barbary. We liad long com- 
plained of a neglect in that quarter, 
but were now convinced, to our sorrow, 
that such accusations were premature 
and ungenerous. The mercenary and 
avaricious disposition of the emperor 
had been bribed by the ’Spanish minis- 
try with a present of 100,000 cobs 
(about TfiOO/. sterling), and a promise 
of the same sum annually, with the re- 
demption of 100 African prisoners, on 
condition that he should deliver up, for 
a certain period, the ports of Tangier 
and Tetuan,*and banish from his do- 
minions the consul and subjects of 


Gleat Britain. Besides the present of 
money, ariif the redemption of 100 pri- 
soners, the emperor had permission to 
import from Spain grain, which was 
so remarkably scarce in Barbary, that 
a famine was apprehended. Without 
this circumstance to urge as a palliative 
for entering into a treaty with this 
avowed and natural enemy, the emperor 
W’ould, probably, hav# found it a diffi- 
cult task to persuade his subjects to de- 
sert their old allies. 

As this defection of the Moorish mo- 
narch was of much importance to the 
garrison, and was in itself an object 
not undeserving political remark, 1 
shall subjoin a short relation of some 
transactions previous to this event ; with 
an account of the injurious treatment 
which Mr. Logie and the British sub- 
jects experienced before they quitted 
that country. 

I had formerly occasion to mention, 
that in the early part of 1779, overtures 
were made by the Spaniards to the 
Moors, to farm the ports of Tangier, 
Tetuan, and Larache. Of this General 
Eliott received immediate information, 
by a confidential message from the em- 
peror of Morocco. It did not apjiear 
that the emperor, in this instance, was 
actuated by any other impulse than 
friendship. But since, by refusing to 
accede to their offers, he might subject 
his coasts to be insulted, it would of 
conseqiience be prudent to arm his 
cruisers, in order to enable him to act 
oil the defensive : he therefore re- 
quested*that the Blnglish would supply 
him with naval stores for tliree new 
vessels which he had* lately built, the 
value of which, on calculation, did not 
amount to fifteen hundred pounds. 

Such apparent disinten*stedness, and 
so modest a demand, had a proper ef- 
fect with the governor, who, con- 
sidering the emferor’s alliance of the 
first conserpience to the welfare of 
the garrison, recommended to go- 
vernment to double the quantity of 
stores, that they might secure his 
friendship. Ministers at home, how- 
ever, did not consider his alliance in 
the same light with the governor and 
consul, as Sir George Rodney arrived 
the January following without stores, 
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or as much as an answer : and *he 
Spaniards (havin«: then declared war) 
increasing in their pro})osals, the em- 
peror, after repeated applications to Mr, 
Logie, to know when he might expect 
tlie snp])lies he had given him to un- 
derstand were coming from England, 
at lejigth, by degrees, permitted the 
Spaniards to capture all British vessels 
under the prote. 7 Uon of his guns. The 
consul remonstrated against such pro- 
ceedings, but in vain : the answer ge- 
neral ly received was, that the Spaniards 
had the emperor’s leave ; and if they 
chose to take him from his own house, 
tile ('ini)cror would not oppose them. 

These indignities Mr. J.ogie was ne- 
cessitated to overlook. He found the 
Spanish intluence daily gaining ground: 
he had therefore no alternative, but 
tacitly to submit to the evils of his situ- 
a tion. 1 le contrived, nevertheless, to ac- 
quaint Genend Eliott with this change 
in their aftairs. 

Though there appeared little pro- 
spect of doing further service to the gar- 
rison of Gibraltar by remaining in Bar- 
bary, Mr, Logie still continued to re- 
side at Tangier. The natives “were 
partial to the English, and pei*sonally 
attached to him ; and these circum- 
stances he imagined might probably be 
improvetl to some advantage. 

Thus matters proceeded till the be- 
ginning of October, 1780, when a 
party of the emperor’s black troops, 
■wliich were quartered in the' neigh- 
bourhood of Tangier, came to Mr. 
Logie’s house, and, being iny'odiiced, 
informed him they had orders from 
their master to abuse and insult him in 
the grossest manner; which they im- 
mediately put in execution, by spitting 
in his face, seizing him liy the collar, 
and threatening to stab him with their 
daggers. 

Two days after this transaction, Mr. 
Logie was ordered to attend the em- 
peror near Sallee. The 1 3th, he began 
Ids journey, guarded by one of the em- 
peror’s chamberlains, and a party of 
liorse*. They arrived at the camp on 
the 20th ; and the same evening Mr. 
Logic was ordered into the emperor’s 
presence. After various questions re- 
lative to Gibraltar, to which such an* 


I swers were given as were least likely 
to please, the emperor addressed him- 
self to his troops, and a great mob tliat 
were assembled on the occasion, saying, 
“ the English were an avaricious, 
proud, and headstrong people ; they al- 
ways attacked the head: but when 
people came to beg, they ought to crawl 
up by the feet. lie had however de- 
prived them of every benefit they for- 
merly derived from his country con- 
cluding with ordering the consul to be 
taken to Sallee. Mr. Logie objected to 
this mandate, informing the emperor 
he was ready to ^attend his camp; but 
that his sovereign’s service di.i not per- 
mit his trifling- away his time in visit- 
ing towns. 

The emperor, after this interview, 
seemed to relgx in liis severity to the 
consul ; allowing him to return td 
Tangier, and consoling him with the 
promise that the British subjects should 
not he molested by the Spaniards. The 
26th of October, Mr. Logie arrived at 
Tangier, and found the emperor had 
not deceiv(‘d him. 

Aflairs remained quiet till the 26th 
of November, when an order came to 
fit up all the British boats, at tlie em- 
peror’s expense, as he was determined 
to send the English away satisfied. The 
consul however anticipatt*d his inten- 
tion, by getting them completed him- 
self by tlie succeeding evening. The 
night of the 28th, the Spaniards, in- 
formed of the emperor’s resolution, sent 
a party on shore to burn the boats. 
They were discovered by the guards, 
and coiAnied ; hut in consideration of a 
sum of money, they were the next day 
liberated. IVo days following, tlie 
consuls attended to hear the emperor’s 
ordersj which were brought by two of 
ibis secretaries : they expressed, that 
the emperor had sola the port of Tan- 
gier to the king of Spain ; in conse- 
quence of wh’ch, every Christian, ex- 
cept of that nation, was to quit the 
town and bay ; awarding slavery a*^ 
the punishment of those who remained 
after the 1st of January, 1781. 

Mr. Logie was no sooner acquainted 
with this order, than he departed for 
the emperor’s camp, then near Tetuan, 
in order to represent the impossibility 
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of removing their property on so short 
a notice. lie arrived on the 2nd of 
December, but could not procure an 
audience. The 4th, he had intelli- 
gence from Tangier, that a second 
order had compelled the British sub- 
j(‘cts instantly to remove to Marteen. 
Mr. Logie made several attempts to 
have this cruel order reversed, Init in 
vain. He at length procure<l a friend 
to mention this delicate point to the 
emperor, who apparently relented, say- 
ing, the English should have permis- 
sion to remain twenty days to collect 
their effects ; and so far flattered them, 
as to mak(! them believe they were not 
to bi‘ removed till the British fleet ar- 
rived, if it might be expected soon. 
Mr. TvOgie was however afterwards con- 
vinced, that the emperor at this time 
was informed his orders had been exe- 
cuted, as the British subjects, amount- 
ing to 109, arrived at Marteen, a few 
miles from Tetuan, the subsequent 
evening ; having bc(‘n forced to aban- 
don their vessels, houses, and all their 
property; and com])elled to submit to 
the greatest imposition, for the use of 
eanieis and mules, to remove their bed- 
ding and wearing-apparel. The value 
of tiie effects left l)ehind, Mr. Logie 
computed to iimoimt to upwards of 
sixty thousand pounds. 

The heavy expense attending their 
removal from Tangier, with their stay at 
Marteen, to their arrival at Gibraltar, 
Mr. TiOgie was obliged to disburse; the 
emperor’s order on the 2(ith of No- 
vember having so much imposed upon 
them, that they had laid out what 
money they were possessed of, in pur- 
chasing such articles as they judged 
would be useful at Gibraltar, imagin- 
ing they were to be conducted imme- 
diately to that garrison. » 

The emperor removed on the 1 7th of 
Deceml>er to Tangier; whence he 
usually sent, once or twice every week, 
some insulting message to the consul, 
charging the English with having 
cheated his ambassador, and being in- 
debted to him several thousand cobs 
fbr maintaining the garrison of Gib- 
raltar; with others equally false and 
abusive. ^ 

Mr. Logic, on the 2Gth of December 


wjs informed that the emperor had 
given up aU the British subjects as pri- 
soners to the Spaniards, and that the 
succeeding day they were to l)e re- 
moved to Algeziras. Being assured of 
the truth of this intelligence by one of 
the emj)eror’s servants, he burnt all his 
public papers, td prevent their falling 
into the enemy’s hands. The 28th, the 
consul embarked with JVTrs. Logie (who 
had attended him through all these 
troubles), and about twenty more, on 
board a schooner, without being allowed 
time to take in any refreshment for 
their voyage. Others, under similar 
circumstances, were put on board other 
vessels. They were guarded by two 
Spanish cruisers, and for the first night 
put into Ceuta bay : the next morning 
they proceeded across the Straits, and 
about noon anchored oft’ the Orange- 
grove, but soon after were ordered by 
Admiral Barcelo to moor at tin; en- 
trance of the river Palmones. Here 
the consul was detained till the 1 1th of 
January following, by which time an 
answer arrived from Madrid concern- 
ing their future destination. 

During this period, no offer was 
made to supply them with ])r()visions 
or necessaries, though the Moors were 
permitted to purcluise whatever they 
wanted. Mr. Logie therefore appli(‘d 
to the French Charge' d’ Affaires at 
Algeziras, who very generously dis- 
patched such articles as he judged 
would be most acceptable. The 1 Ith, 
tliey were conducted to Gihralhir. 

The^ removal, or rather exj)ulsion, of 
the British subjects from Barbary, was 
attended with other unfortunate conse- 
quences besides depriving us of provi- 
sions : our connexion with Portugal 
became afterw'ards more precarious; 
and the governor was cut oft* from a 
source of infomiation, by which he was 
acquainted with the enemy’s operations 
both ill camp and at Cadiz. Mr. Logie 
had always contrived to procure pretty 
certain intelligence of tlie enemy’s mo- 
tions, by those Moors who were in his 
interest; for, the Spaniards allowing 
them to bring various articles to the 
anny before Gibraltar, and the fleet at 
Cadiz, and Mr. Logie lending them 
money to carry on this advantageoui* 
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trade, they faithfully communicated /to 
him whatever came to tReir know- 
led/re- The last information Mr. Logie 
himself was the hearer of to the go- 
vernor, which was, that the enemy had 
a great number of fire-ships in the 
rivers, ready for immediate use. 

The 16th of January, a brig came 
in from Rladeini, in four days, with 70 
butts of wine, i The master had left 
London with a cargo to exchange at 
Madeira; but a violent ^ale of wind 
had driven him to sea with his cargo 
incomplete, and half his crew ashore. 
The same day, the Moorish vessels 
which brought over Consul Logie re- I 
turned to Algeziras. Two days follow- | 
irtg, the Tartar privateer arrived with 
various articles from England: she 
brought his majesty’s manifesto for com- 
mencing hostilities against the Dutch. 

On the 19th, some experiments were 
made at Algeziras, from two new 
Spanish boats, with mortars on boai^. 
We had some time before learned that 
they were preparing such vessels, and 
that they intended soon to try them 
against the garrison. Their construc- 
tion was upon a plan similar to that of 
the gun-boats : the mortars were fixed 
ill a solid bed of timber, in the centre 
of the boat ; and the only apparent dis- 
tinction was, that they had long prows, 
and braced their yards more athwart 
the boat when they fired. 

The 21st, the serjeant commanding 
one of our out-guards deserted 'to the 
enemy: he went towards the Devil’s 
Tower, and once stfipped, as kT unde- 
termined to proceed or not. He be- 
longed to the 5Gtb regiment, and left a 
wife and family behind: he had always 
been esteemed of good character, and 
was much confided in by his officers. 
Some pecuniary matters were supposed 
to be the reason of his deserting. This 
was the fourth man which we had lost 
in this way within the course of a 
month. The 28th, a ship arrived from ■ 
Leghorn with various articles. In her | 
passage she picked up at sea the long- 
boat of the Ilrilliant frigate. Captain 
Curtis, which we had been anxiously 
expecting for some time with dis- 
patches from England. On the 2.5th 
and 27th, three of llardenbcrg’s bri- 


gade had deserted ; and tliis day a rope 
was found near the signal-house, by 
w’hich we imagined the last tw'o of 
them had escaped. 'The 20th and 
30th, two or three settees arrived, from 
aloft, with the produce of Minorca. 
By them we were informed that the 
Brilliant was got safe into Mahon, hav- 
ing been chased through the straits 
by the enemy’s cruisers in the night. 

The enemy’s working parties had 
for several w’eeks been less inimerous ; 
tlieir occupation was principally con- 
fined to repairing the damages done 
by the ^v^eather;* securing th'jiiiselves 
against the effiects of oiir il/ing, by 
splinter-proofs and traverses ; and col- 
lecting depots of different materials, in 
various parts of theit* lines.' Their ad- 
vanced patrolts frequently approached 
very near our out-posts, hut seldom 
waited a second discharge from the 
sentries. On our side, the engineers 
were indefatigable in putting every- 
thing in the best state of defence. The 
enemy, it must be confessed, dealt 
openly in warning us, so long before- 
hand, of their intentions ; and the go- 
vernor was exceedingly i\ctive and 
diligent in preparing against whatever 
circumstances might occur. 

The 1st of Fehruarj-we found, be- 
hind the rock, the bodies of two de- 
serters, who, in attempting to escape 
from the garrison, had been dashed to 
pieces. One of them was a man o‘* tlie 
56th, who was missing the day precL-d- , 
ing ; the other a serjeant of the 7 .‘ird, 
who had deserted some months before. 

The 3rd, we observed the enemy’s 
artillery examining the ordnance in 
their lines. The morning of the 8th, 
a deserter from a Catalonian regiment 
came in, and reported that the eiie- 
nfy posted every night a chain of sen- 
tries along the skirts of tlie governor’s 
meadow, which were eonstanlly vi- 
sited by patrofes of cavalry, to keep 
them alert ; and tliat a captain’s guard, 
besides artillery, mounted in the St. 
Carlos’s battery, as they called the ad- 
vanced work. He said the camp Avas 
well supplied with provisions, Sec., but 
that the men were sickly, and numbers 
of them deserted. 

It was about this period tliat tlie 
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ollicers in Gibraltar presented a memo- 
rial, through the comiiiandiiig officers 
of the dilfereiit regiments, to the gover- 
nor, retiuestiiig his Kxci'lleiicy, as he 
must he convinced of the trutli of the 
contents, to support it with his approba- 
tion and interest. 

The memorial stated, “That the 
officers of liis Majesty’s several regi- 
ments of foot, serving under his Excel- 
lency’s command, had been necessarily 
exposed to a great variety of iiicoiive- 
iiiences siiice^the commencement of the 
blockade, independent of the additional 
duties which they had been required to 
discharge : t})aJt in particular their pay, 
which constituted their •cliief, if not 
their sole support, had, at different 
times, suffered a great diminution by 
tlie exorbitant rate of ^exehange ; ” 
which they stated to have tluctuated, 
during a certain period, between 40 
and 42 pence per dollar, Gibraltar cur- 
rency : “ that every article of clothing, 
and still more, tlu)s<* essential to life 
and liealth, were so advanced in price, 
that, w'ith the strictest economy, their 
pay ivas totally inadequate to the ex- 
penses absolutely indispensable in their 
present situation : a situation wdiich, 
they apprehended, precluded them, in a 
great measure, from participating with 
the officers at home in the extensive 
promotions which had of late- tiiken 
place in the army. They therefore 
appealed to the paternal feelings, the 
justice, and the humanity of his Excel- 
lency ; trusting that through his recom- 
inendatioii and intercession, such assist- 
ance and protection might be granted 
them, as their situation and services 
deserved : ” concluding w ith a request, 

“ tliat his Excellency w ouM be pleased 
to lay their prayer, with all liuniility 
on their part, at his Majesty’s Teet.” \ 
This memorial was seconded by an- 
ot/jer of a similar import; but no offi- 
cial answer was received tp either. 

It must be confessed, that under 
these circumstances, the situation of 
the officers was by no means flattering. 
Whatever obstacles might be in the way 
<)f their promotion, they could not help 
I jelinp the peculiar hardship of their 
situation : nor was the inactive and te- 
dious service df a blockaded garrison 


at all calculated to divert their minds, 
or tfc soothe ^lem into an acquiescence 
with their fortune. Ifficy reflected, 
with no very agreeable sensations, upon 
the preferment which had been UIk!- 
rally bestowed upon young officers in 
England; while many subalterns in 
Gibraltar had ten or twelve years, or 
upwards, of strict duty and services to 
plead. Nay, the situatyu of some of 
them was peculiarly discouraging : for 
their friends had repeatedly oflei*ed to 
raise companies to secure their rank; 
but of such consequence was the safety 
of Gibraltar esteemed by the ministry, 
that orders were sent to forbid any 
officers leaving the garrison, unless re- 
placed by others from England. It is 
but justice to them, however, to observe, 
that tliey in general submitted to the 
evils of their situation without murmur 
or repining ; and that, preferring their 
country’s good to every partial consi- 
deration, they never publicly testified 
their discontent, except in the tw o re* 
spt*ctful memorials which they pre- 
sented to their governor. 

A privateer, on the 9th of February, 
arrived from Mahon : she ran through 
ten cruisers, liesides six gim-boats, and 
was chased by a xebeque, but escaped 
them all. The 1 7th, she continued her 
course for England. Mr. Logie, who 
carried home dispatches was a pas- 
senger, wdth several others. Tlie 19th 
and 20th, arrived two polacre ships 
from tha eastw^ard. 

Our supplies from the eastw ard wx^re 
now prettjr regular, and the boats and 
vessels in general very successful in 
their voyages. When the reader con- 
siders the variety of thlficulties and 
dangers attending this intercourse, he 
cannot but admire tlie perseverance of 
these foreigners. Their vessels were 
generally of light burthen, and open, 
excepting a small scuttle abaft, wdiicli, 
with the other parts of the vessel, was 
usually filled with part of their cargo. 
Their passage was seldom performed 
in less than five days ; and sometimes 
it exceeded ten, and fourteen. Their 
course was all the way along the ene- 
mas coast: and even when arrived 
within sight of the port, the danger 
was greater than before, from the nuin- 
F 
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ber and vigilance of* the enemy’s crui- 
sers: tlie horrors of a«Spanisli^ao. 
stared them in the ficc, witli the cliance 
of losing probably their all. One cir- 
cumstance indeed was in their favour; 
their vessels, in the rigging, resembled 
those of the enemy. To the chance of 
deceiving them they were nevertheless 
unwilling entirely to trust: it was their 
custom thereff^e to make the rock, if 
possible, about sunset ; then strike sail, 
and lie-to, and at night push for the 
bay. By manoeuvring in this manner 
they frequently arrived safe; and in 
that case, it must be confessed, they 
were amply recompensed. 

The 2(ith, the regiments in garrison 
began to be reviewed : after the review, 
each regiment marched to its alarm- 
post, and discharged several rounds of 
parapet firing. The 28th, a brig under 
Genoese colours came over from Alge- 
ziras : the crew reported, they had in- 
jured their mast, and put into Alge- 
ziras for another, but that the Spa- 
niards had ill-treated them ; they there- 
fore came over to remedy their loss. 
To this story the governor did not give 
implicit credit: a guard of a subaltern 
and twelve men was sent on board; 
and after Iwing for some time detained, 
her cargo, which was fruit, was sold, 
and the vessel was sent away. 

The want of b»’ead in the beginning 
of March began again to be severely 
felt : many families had not tasted any 
for several days. The poor -soldiers, 
and still more the inhabitants, whose 
finances would not allow them to pur- 
chase articles from the Minorquin ves- 
sels fthe cargoes of which, by the way, 
w ere chiefly luxuries), were in intoler- 
able distress. Biscuit-crumbs sold for 
K)c/. and Is. per lb. The allowance of 
the troops was also curtailed, and many 
Portuguese fishermen left the garrison 
for want of this article. Towards the 
conclusion of the month, the invalids 
of the garrison embarked on board the 
Enterprise frigate, and St. Fermin 
armed ship. The 27th the former, with 
the Fortune sloop, sailed for Minorca ; 
and the St. Fermin was to have accom- 
panied them, but in getting out of the 1 
New mole some accitlent befel her, by 
which she was detained. In the course 


of the month several small craft airivcil 
from Minorca : and we lost two men by 
desertion. 

The beginning of April the Spanish 
admiral culled in all his cruisers, and 
some movements took place in their 
disposition, wdiich seemed to indicate 
the expectation of a superior force. 
The 2nd we observed their artillery 
arranging the mortars in the Mill bat- 
tery, which confirmed us in the con- 
jecture. The succeeding day a British 
cutter, called the Resohjtion, arrived 
with rum, coals, and sugar, in tw^cnty- 
nine day.s, from Plymouth. The master 
informed us that he left, a f et, which 
was coming {o our relief, at anchor in 
Torbay. Our joy at this news was 
greater, if possible, than \chen we were 
told of our farmer relief. The exigen- 
cies of the gjiVrison since Admiral Rod- 
ney’s departure had been as severe, if not 
more so than before. Since the soldier, 
br himself, only received weekly 5J lbs. 
if bread, 13 oz. of salt beef, 18 oz. of 
;)ork, both of them almost in a state of 
putrescence; 2^ oz. of butter, which 
was little lictter than rancid congealed 
»il ; 12 oz. of raisins, J a pint of peas, 
pint of Spanish beans, 1 pint of wheat, 
which they ground into flour for pud- 
dings; 4 oz. of rice, and of a pint of 
ill : what then must be the sufferings 
•f those who had a family of small 
children to support out of this jnttance ! 
or what must be the distress of the in- 
habitants, who had no assistance from 
die stores ! 

The night of the 3rd the St. Fermin, 
ith the Brilliant’s tender, M'liieh had 
)een forced by a gale of wind to put 
nto Gibraltar, sailed for Mahon ; two 
xebeques imlnediately gave chase, and, 
we afterwards learned, captured the 
brmer. 

It being observed that the enemy had 
stationed at Cabrita Point (though at 
some distance from the land) a sloop 
ind two light brigs, supposed to be fire- 
ihips, the captains of the privateers in 
-he bay proposed cutting out the sloop, 
and burning the other vessels. The 
plan was mentioned to tlie governor hy 
an officer of the garrison, who had per- 
mission to take with him a party of 
olunteers from the different corps, and 
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join in the expedition. About eleven 
o’clock on the night of the 4th they 
proceeded in four boats. When they 
set out the night was very favourable 
for the enterprise; but before they 
reached the vessels the moon suddenly 
shone forth, and they reluctantly re- 
turned. Whether the Spaniards dis- 
covered the lx)ats or not, is a matter of 
doubt ; it is probable they did, as the 
next morning four guii-boats joined 
them from Ajgcziras, and the sloop re- 
moved farther to the southward. 

The enemy, on the 5th, scaled several 
of their ordnarjee in thb batteries round 
the bay ; two frigates weJe also placed 
in front of eight vessels, supposed to be 
fire-ships : these motions convinced us 
that the eneniy were aware of the fleet 
which was expected. Tht evening of 
the 7th the Eagle privateer, of fourteen 
guns, arrived in fourteen days from 
Glasgow : a xebeque, a sloop of four- 
teen guns, a galliot, and eleven gun- 
boats, engaged her in the bay ; but by 


wafm fightipg and good seamanship 
i^e escaped. The caphiin informed us 
that the fleet had sailed, and he was 
much surprised in not finding them 
arrived. The following day the Spanish 
general visited the lines and advanced 
works. The 9th only two xebeques and 
the gun-boats were at Algeziras, the 
rest of their cruisers having left the 
station. The 1 1th a felucca came round 
Cabrita with oars and withapressof sail : 
immediately upon entering the bay she 
made a signal, which was answered at 
Algeziras by an English ensi^ at tlie 
main-top-gallant mast-head. Soon after 
a boat w'ent over to Ceuta, and the 
xebeque which was stationed at the 
point was called in with the gun-boats. 
In the evening many signals were made 
from the west; and about midnight 
arrived the Kite cutter. Captain Trol- 
lop, with the joyful news that the con- 
voy was at the entrance of the Straits, 
under charge of Admiral Darby, with 
the British grand fleet. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Admiral Darby plievea Gibraltar — Spaniards bombard the town — Soldiers guilty of irre- 
gulaiities — ^I’own frequently on fire, and greatly injured“-.Gun and mortar boats very 
troublesome to the Njivy— Admiral Darby returns to England— C’aptain Curtis arrives 
with a convoy of victuallers — Town in ruins — Gun-boats renew their attaej^s on the Gar- 
rison : fatal effects — Inhabitants much alarmed by their attacks — One of the Enemy’s 
magazines blown up — General Eliott adopts a mode of annoying the enemy’s camp, and 
constructs Frames to oppose the gun-boats — Bombardment abates — The Heler..- sloop-of- 
war arrives, after a warm action uith the enemy— Singulart system of firing, from the 
enemy — Melancholy fate of a matross — Enemy make additions to their works — Firing 
increases on both sides — Death of Major Burke — Gallant behaviour of a working party— 
A conspiracy discovered in the Navy — Enemy, by their operations', demonstrate their in. 


tention of besieging the Garrison in form- 
Several cutters taken — Enemy finish their 
proves successful. 

At daybreak, on the 12th of April, 
the much-expected fleet, under the 
command of Admiral Darby, was in 
sight from our signal-house, but was 
not discernible from below, being ob- 
scured by a thick mist in the Gut. As 
the sun, however, became more power- 
ful, the fog gradually rose, like the 
curtain of a vast theatre, discovering to 
the anxious garrison one of the most 
beautiful and pleasing scenes it is pos- 
sible to conceive. 'I’he convoy, con- 
sisting of near a hundred vessels, were 
in a compact body, led by sevei^il men- 
of-war: their sails just enough filled 
for steerage, whilst the majority of the 
line-of-battle ships lay-to under the 
TJarbara shore, having orders not to 
enter the bay lest the enemy should 
molest them with their fire-ships. The 
^ta9ie|;of the inhabitants at this grand 
iweii^Wrating sight are not to be de- 
Their expressions of joy far 
exceeded their former exultations. But, 
ahsl they little dreamed of the tre- 
mendous blow th^t impended, wliich 
was to annihilate their property, and 
reduce many of them to indigence and 
beggaVy. 

As the convoy approached the bay, 
15 gun-boats advanced from Algeziras, 
and forming in regular order under 
the batteries at Cabrita Point, began a 


Ineffectual attempt to destroy their batteries — 
batteries — General Eliott projects a sally, which 

smart cannonade on the nearest ships, 
seconded by the gun and mortar bat- 
teries on the land. A line-of-battle 
ship and two frigates, however, soon 
obliged them to a precipitate retreat ; 
and, continuing to pursue them, the 
crews of several deserted their boats, 
and took refuge amongst the rocks. 
Had our ships advanced at this critical 
juncture and manned their boats, the 
whole might probably have been de- 
stroyed, and the garrison by that means 
been rid of those disagreeable visitors 
which afterwards so harassed and an- 
noyed us ; but the frigates, having dis- 
persed them, thought no more of the 
Oum-boatSy as some naval officers con- 
temptuously called them, and left them 
to be repossessed by the fugitives. 

The enemy, on the land side, were 
far frpm being idle si)ectators of this 
Yelief. On the first intimation of Ad- 
miral Darby'-s approach, preparations, 
it is imagined, were made in the lines, 
and a reinforcement of artillery ordered 
down from the camp j as at daybreak, 
before the fleet was well in sight, we 
remarked that their cannon were ele- 
vated, and the spunges and rammers 
reared against the merlons. These, 
with other appearances, indicated an 
intention of opening on t^le garrison. 

Our private letters had, fur some 
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time before, mentioned that the Spa- 
niards proposed to bombard Gibraltar, 
if the p;arrisou was a second time 
relieved; but the truth of* this intelli- 
gence was doubted, it being conceived 
that no beneficial consequences could 
arise to them from such a cruel pro- 
ceeding. We, however, overlooked the 
predominant characteristic of the na- 
tion, which, particularly in this in- 
stance, seems to have influenced them 
more than any other motive, and even to 
have carriecf* tliem beyond tlifit line of 
prudence and caution, which in military 
affairs ought to be strictly attended to. 

About threc’-quarters past ten o’clock, 
the van of the convoy came to an 
anchor olf the New mole and Hosia 
bay; and, as if thijfwere the signal for 
the enemy to open, a snitirt fire imme- 
diat(!ly commenced from Fort St. 
Philip, followed by all the batteries 
which bore upon the garrison. The 
number of ordnance bearing on the 
place was as follows : — The King’s, or 
Black battery (mounting 14 guns), 12 
bearing on the garrison ; Fort St. 
Philip (27 guns), 11 bearing on the 
garrison ; Infanta’s battery, of 7 guns ; 
Prince’s and Princess’s batteries, of 14 
guns each; Fort St. Barbara (23 guns), 
6 bearing on thi garrison ; these, with 
about 50 mortars, distributed along 
their lines, and in St. Carlos’s battery, 
amount to 114 pieces of artillery; all 
of heavy metal, being twenty -six 
pounders, and thirteen-inch mortars. 

The enemy’s cannonade was instantly 
returned from the garrison ; ^but our 
artillery had orders to disregard their 
lines, and notice only the St. Carlos’s 
battery, which consequently soon 
sluckejied its fire. The miserable and 
terrified inhabitants, who just.lKjfore 
were congratulating each other on thft 
arrival of the fleet, now changed their 
exultation to sorrow, and flocked, old 
and young, men, woraeir, and children, 
in the greatest confusion, to the south- 
ward, leaving their property, unse- 
cured, to the mercy of the soldiers. 
The.shells from the St. Carlos’s battery 
were directed towards the New mole ; 
the convoy, however, had been warned 
not to anchor within the range of their 
Hre ; the shipping, therefore, were not 


in ^he least molested. A settee was 
sunk near tfle watering-tank, and num- 
bers of shells fell on the Red sands, and 
in the neighbourhood of Southport, 
which added no little to the alarm of 
the fugitives from town. The enemy’s 
other batteries were chiefly directed to 
Willis’s, the lines, and particularly the 
^ound upon which the troops were 
intended to have been /ncamped. Be- 
tween one and two o'clock their firing 
abated, and in a short time ceased. 
Of this favourable cessation the inha- 
bitants availed themselves, to secure 
such valuable property as could be ex- 
peditiously removed; but the heavier 
articles, which the avaricious and hard- 
hearted hucksters had kept concealed 
in their stores, to bring forth in small 
quantities when the prices suited, were 
all destroyed in the course of the bom- 
bardment. 

About five o’clock, the batteries of 
the enemy again opened, and the firing 
continued, without intermission, the 
remainder of tlie day and the succeed- 
ing night. It did not, however, in- 
teri-upr the disembarkation of the sup- 
plies. Five hundred men, with a pro- 
portion of officers, were ordered for 
that duty ; they were afterwards con- 
siderably augmented, and such was the 
labour and diligence of the garrison, 
that the stores were landed, with the 
assistance of the navy, in nine or ten 
days. Our casualties, on the 1 2th, were 
but feif ; Lieutenant Boag, of the artil- 
lery, was wounded, also several non- 
commisaioned officers and privates. 

The bombardment was continued the 
13tli, and several solders were killed 
and wounded in their quarters. In the 
course of the day, 1 50 men were or- 
dered to remove ammunition to the 
magazines on the hill, and an additional 
number to join the party employed in 
landing the supplies. The 14th, the 
gun and mortar boats fired upon the 
shipping, but were soon obliged to 
retire. Several barges attended, naving 
officers in them, who seemed to give 
directions how to point their cannon 
Our batteries ceased firing this day, 
but the enemy’s ordnance were kept 
going with great vivacity. They ap- 
pear^ to have got the exact range of 
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the heights; even the Royal battery 
did not escape their sheys. Ensign 
Martin of the 39th regiment was 
slightly wounded witli splinters of 
stones. No arrangement tor placing 
the troops under shelter was yet known ; 
and the former distribution, given out 
in November, was totally overthrown 
by the extensive range of the enemy's 
fire. Officers, however, whose quarters 
were damaged, {‘eceived marquees from 
the public stores, to encamp at the 
southward ; and the distressed inhabit- 
ants were accommodated with tents. 

It being remarked that the enemy's 
fire considerably abated about noon, 
the governor ordered the town-guards 
to assemble at twelve o’clock; by 
which regulation less danger was ap- 
rehended in relieving the men on 
uty. The night pickets were like- 
wise ordered to occupy the casemates 
under the Grand battery, that they 
might be at hand to reinforce the 
northern guards, in case of alarm. 
The total strength of the pickets, at 
this period, was 2 captains, 9 subal- 
terns, 9 Serjeants, 9 drummers, and 
391 rank and file. The cause of the 
cessation in the enemy’s fire at noon, 
arose from a custom, pretty general in 
Spain, and common, 1 believe, in most 
warm climates, that of indulging them- 
selves with a meridian nap. This 
luxury the Spaniards could not refuse 
themselves, even in war; and it was 
invariably attended to during their 
future operations against Gibraltar.* 
Vice-Admiral Darby with the ships 
of war continued cruising in Vight of 
the rock; the service however re- 
(juiring dispatcR in landing the sup- 
plies, he detached Rear-Admiral Sir 
John Lockart Ross to superintend that 
duty in the bay; and the garrison 
fatigue party was aumented to up- 
wards of a thousand men, beside s 

* This will not appear so extraordinary 
when the reader is informed that, during the 
thsurrection of Madrid, in 1766, the insur- 
gents, as mentioned hy Major Dalrymple, in 
his ** Travels through Spain,” regularly in- 
dulged! themselves with their sfesta, and then 
returned to their different places of rendez* 
vous. Their Antagonists did tne same ; so that 
there seemed to be a sle<?py convention, for a 
few hours, every day, between the govern- 
ment and the mob. 


officers. The evening of the 14th the 
enemy’s shells were very profusely dis- 
tributed : some that did not burst we 
examined, and on drawing the fuse, 
found infianimable matter mixed with 
the powder : these combustibles set fire 
to a wine-house in the green-market, 
near the Spanish church, and before the 
fire could be extinguished, four or five 
houses were burnt to the ground. De- 
tachments from the regiments and 
^ards in town were immediately or- 
dered to quench the flai\K‘s; but the 
enemy's cannonade became so brisk, 
that great confusion ensued. From 
this moment we may datt the com- 
mencement of the irregularities into 
which, through resentment and intoxi- 
cation, die soldiery were betrayed. 
Some died of^immediatc intoxication, 
and several were with difficulty re- 
covered, by oils and tobacco w'ater, 
from a dangerous state of ebriety. 

Though riot and violence arc most 
contrary to that spirit of regular dis- 
cipline which should always prevail in 
military affairs, something may yet be 
urged in extenuation of the coniiuct of 
the troops, which has been so mudi 
the subject of reprehension amongst 
the people interested. The extreme 
distress to which the sqldicrs had been 
reduced by the mercenary' conduct of 
the hucksters and liquor-dealers, in 
hoarding, or rather concealing their 
stocks, to enhance the price of what 
was exposed for sale, raised amongst 
the troops (when they discovered the 
great quantities of various articles in 
the private stores) a spirit of revenge. 
The first and second days they con- 
ducted themselves with great pro- 
priety; but dn the eve of the third 
day, their discipline was overpowered 
by thefr inebriation, and from that in- 
stant, regardless of punishment, or the 
entreaties of their officers, they were 
guilty of many and great excesses. 
The enemy’s shells soon forced open 
the secret recesses of the merchants, 
and the soldiers instantly availed them- 
selves of the opportunity to seize upon 
the liquors, wnich they conveyed, to 
haunts of their own. Here, in parties, 
they baiTicaded their quarters against 
all opposers, and, insensible of their 
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danger, regaled themselves with the 
spoils. Several skirmishes occurred 
amongst them, wliich, if not seasonably 
put a stop to by the interference of 
officers, might have ended in serious 
consequences. 

It did not appear through all their 
intemperance that these irregularities 
arose from any cause so much as a 
spirit of revenge against the merchants. 
A great quantity of liciuor, &c., was 
wantonly destroyed ; and, in some 
cases, incredible profusion prevailed. 
Among other instances of caprice and 
extravaganee, 1 recollect seeing a party 
of soldiers roa*st a pig by. a fire made of 
cinnamon. The offenders were at fii*st 
confined and reprimanded, which the 
governor judged wmdd have a greater 
effect than punishment ;* but on their 
relapsing a second time into the like 
disorders, he was convinced his lenity 
was disregarded, and he was therefore 
compelled to use more rigorous mea- 
sures. 

I have thought proper to digress a 
little upon this subject, not in justifica- 
tion of the soldiers, but to acquaint the 
world with the truth, as some who 
have related the occurrences of this 
period to their friends, have omitted 
doing the garrison the justice to annex 
the account of their former hardships. 
Hesides, had the troops been in the 
highest degree abstemioiLS, the enemy’s 
fii'e would soon have destroyed what 
was only the sooner consumed by their 
extravagances ; for the inhabitants were 
too much alarmed for the safetj^of their 
own persons, to attend to the security 
of their effects, 

I forgot to mention in its place that, 
previous to the bombardment, orders 
had been given for removing the sick 
ill town, when the firing commenced! 
on the l.qth, therefore, the men were 
conveyed to the naval hospital at the 
southward. ; 

The 15th the bombardment was con- 
tinued with greater vivacity. Not con- 
tent with discharging their ordnance 
regularly, they saluted us almost every 
mgtant with a volley of eight or ten 
cannon, besides mortars. Our batteries 
remained silent, and the guns at Willis’s 
were diawn behind the merlons, to 


secure tliem against the enemy’s shot. 
It was observed they directed a great 
number of shells towards the Working 
parade, and about the Victualling-office. 
In the morning the gun-boats again 
attacked the ships of war and trans- 
ports, and the navy returned a smart 
fire. About noon, Lieut. Budworth of 
the 72nd regiment, and Surgeon Clies- 
holme of the .5bth, wq^^e wounded by 
a splinter of a shell at the door of a 
northern casemate in the King’s bastion. 
The fomer was dangerously scalped, 
and the latter had one foot taken off, and 
the other leg liroken, besides a wound in 
the knee. The troops in town, in the 
afternoon began to encamp at the south- 
ward, and to be regularly distributed 
amongst the casemates in town. The 
following was the arrangement. To 
the Hanoverians were allotted the 
bomb-proofs under the grand battery, 
occupied by the pickets, which in con- 
sequence removed to Landport gate- 
way and Prince of Hesse’s casemate. 
The 12th, 39th, and 56th regiments 
were ordered to possess Montague’s 
casemate with the Galley-house and 
Waterport gateway ; those who could 
not be accommodated in these quarters, 
encamped above the South barracks 
and Navy hospital, on the declivity of 
the hill : the 72nd regiment totally 
withdrew into the King’s bastion, and 
the 58th and 73rd regiments remained 
in the South barracks: the artillery 
and engineers were disposed of on the 
same plan. Several days elapsed before 
the troops were properly settled. The 
ground on which they encamped was 
very steep and rugge^ ; it was neces- 
sary therefore to level it into terraces, 
for the men to pitch their tents. The 
regimental stores were also to he re- 
moved, and other duties of a similar 
nature executed, before the troops could 
be considered as properly established. 

The gun-boats attacked the shipping 
on the 16th, and endeavoured to molest 
^e parties employed in landing the 
provisions; hut a line-of-hattle ship 
and two frigates soon obliged them to 
retire. In the course of the day the 
women and children who had taken 
refuge with their husbands and friends 
in the casemates iii town, were ordered 
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to reniovo and enc;ini|) at the south- 
ward. Though this order, from irni 
tives of Immaiiity, was not strictly en- 
forced, yet it greatly relieved the men, 
and in a measure removed our appre- 
liensions of some infectious disoriler 
being generated from their crowded 
and confined situation in the bomb- 
proof casemates. The officers were 
under the noA^'ssity of participating 
with the men in these unpleasant ac- 
commodations : their presence, how- 
ever, produced this beneficial conse- 
quence, that tliey often prevented the 
men from indulging in flose excesses, 
into which otherwise they undoubtedly 
would have entered. The same day 
the Queen's lines. Main, New mole, 
and Rosia guards, were ordered to be 
captain’s guards. 

Th(' enemy on the 1 7th first reached 
the rock gun with shot from the seven- 
gun battery. Colonels Ross, Green, 
and Picton were appointed the same 
day to rank as brigadiers; and Captain 
Wilson of the 72nd regiment, Lieute- 
nant Plolloway of the engineers, and 
Captain Picton of the 12th regiment, 
were appointed tlieir brigade-majors. 
Two field-officers, with a caphiin from 
each regiment, and one subaltern for 
every fifty men, were ordered also to 
superintend the dis<*mbarkation of pro- 
visions. Ill the afternoon the shells of 
the besie^ei’s set fire to the stores in 
the Spanish church. Parties vrere in- 
stantly detached from the main guard, 
72nd regiment, and other corps in town, 
to remove the provisions. lYie lieu- 
tenant-governor with his aides-de-camp 
was present, encouraging the men to 
perform this duty with expedition. The 
enemy’s fin? at this time was remark- 
ably spirited ; nevertheless, the greater 
part was saved by the activity of the 
parties. Many casks of flour were 
brought into the King’s bastion, and 
piled as temporary traverses before the 
doors of the southern casemates, in 
which several persons had been killed 
and wounded in bed. These traverses, 
liowever, did not continue long; for 
the men, when the spoils in the town 
became scarce, considered those barrels 
which the enemy’s shot had pierced as 
lawful prizes. The contents were soon 


scooped out ami fried into pancakes, 
a dish which they were very expert in 
cooking; and the upper casks, wanting 
sup|)ort from below, gave way, and the 
whole came to the ground. Though 
tlie flour by this means was in a great 
measure lost to government, yet the 
number of accidents Mdiich these tra- 
verses prevented, greatly overbalanced 
the value of fiic* article. Traverses of 
another nature were afterwards erected 
in their room. 

I’he gim-boats, on the 18th, fired 
again upon the shi])j)ing and men-of- 
war cruising in the bay. /J^ie r»"ineiwa 
and Monsieur frigates had several men 
dangerously wounded; and the Non- 
such had her mast crippled. The navy, 
after this attack, no longer considered 
these boats in the same despicable light 
as on their firsjt entrance into the bay. 
In the course of the day a shell fell 
through the arch of the Gallej -Iiouse, 
where part of the 09th and some of tlie 
Pith regiments were quartered ; it 
killed two and wounded four privates. 
In consequence of this unexpected 
jasualty the troops removed thence, 
and joined their regiments at tlio sonth- 
vard. 

Our batteries, espe^piaRy at Willis’s, 
by this time exhibited’ a very disor- 
derly and ruinous appearance. The 
ordnance had been withdrawn when the 
artillery ceased to fire : but tlie merlons 
were now considerably damaged, and 
some of the cannon dismounted and 
injured. The lines were also nearly 
choked *dp with loo.se stones and rub- 
bish, brought down by the shot from 
the rock above; the traverses along 
the line wall were greatly injured ; 
and the town, particularly at the north- 
ward, ‘approached every day toward 
complete demolition. The engineers, 
however, wei'e ordered to prepare ma- 
terials for repairing the Queen's bat- 
tery at Willis’s ; and parties of work- 
men were employed in carrying up 
from below saiidrbags and other requi- 
sites for that purpose. New traverses 
were likewise begun along the differ- 
ent communications, higher, stronger, 
and at shorter distances than the old 
ones. 

The gun-boats renewed their attack, 
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the loth, on the sliipping, hut were 
soon obliged to retreat. In the course 
of the day the terrace storehouse was 
set on fire. The camp-equipage of the 
garrison being in an adjacent house, 
parties from the regiments in town 
were ordered to remove them with the 
greatest expedition. The men gene- 
ral Jy received some gratuity from the 
governor for these liazardous duties. 
TJie following day, the supplies lieiiig 
landed, the^tloot in the evening pre- 
pared to return to the westw'ard. Be- 
Ibre they w’eighed, their good friends 
the guii-houts^ gave them a parting 
salute, and did some damage. By six 
o’clock the whole were under way. 
Many merchantmen, freighted with 
merehandisd and articles much wanted 
in the garrison, returne'd with their 
cargoes ; the merchants refusing to 
take thi'in on account of the bombard- 
ment. Great numbers of the inhabit- 
ants and officers’ families likewise 
embraced this opportunity of leaving 
the gandson. 

The impatience of the British admi* 
ral to disembark the supplies, that he 
might not lose the opportunity of the 
easterly wind to return from the Medi- 
terranean, had prevented the garrison 
from unloading the colliers that had 
arrived with the fleet ; these ships were 
therefore scuttled in the New mole to 
be discharged at leisure. The ordnance 
transports were also ordered within the 
boom for the same purpose. In the 
course of the 20th, the Victualling- 
ofiice was on fire for a short time ; and 
at night the town was on fire in four 
difiereiit places; hut the puUic stores 
being safe, no attempts Avere made to 
extinguish the flames. 

The enemy’s cannonade and bom- , 
hardment continued still very brislf. 
The 21st, forty- two rounds were num- 
bered in two minutes, between six and 
eight o’clock. The gaift-ison flag-staff 
on the Grand battery was so much in- 
jured by their fire, that the upper part 
Was obliged to he cut off ; and the ’ 
colonrs, or rather the glorious remains, 
were nailed to the stump. The even- 
ing of the 22nd, the combusUble mat- 
ter in their shells setting fire to some 
fascines at Waterport. Lieut. Cunning- 1 


haj|i, of the 'J9th regiment, was wounded 
in extiuguilhing them. I’he fate of 
this young gentleman may be con- 
sidered as extraordinary. On examin- 
ing the wound, which w^as in the head, 
it appeared so trifling that the surgeon 
judged his skull unhurt ; and his seem- 
ing recovery confirmed the opinion. 
Something more than a fortnight elapsed 
when he complained a pain in his 
head : he immediately took to his bed, 
and in a short time expired. Afror his 
decease a considerable counter-fracture 
was discovered, with a quantity of ex- 
travasated blood encircling the brain. 

The gun and mortar boats, on the 
23rd, fired upon our parties ranging 
the provisions at the southward. 201) 
shot and 40 shells were discharged, 
several of which fell about the camp 
and powder-magazines. The wife of a 
soldier of the 58th regiment was killed 
behind the South barracks, and seve- 
ral men wounded. The bombardment 
from the lines was now in some de- 
gree abated, in consequence of tlieir 
batteries being shaken and injured by 
their own constant cannonade. We 
observed during this day a uumbcj- of 
mules, with carts, bringing materials 
to the line to repair them. Our ar- 
tillery at night annoyed them with a 
few rounds fr'.)m the batteries above 
Willis’s. 

The 24th, a shell fell at the door 
of a casemate, under the south flank of 
the Kftig’s bastion, and wounded four 
men within the bomb-proof. This case- 
mate hsbd been appropriated as a pow- 
der magazine for the bastion, and the 
powder had only hee^i removed to the 
opposite casemate a few days previous 
to this accident. In the afternoon a 
soldier of the 12ih regiment deserted 
from Laiidport guard, in consequence 
of which tlie town guards were ordered 
to assemble the subsequent day at two 
o’clock p. M. The enemy, however, 
not increasing their fire as was ex- 
pected, tlie guards afterwards mounted 
at the usual time. 

The garrison orders of the 26th ex- 
pressed, that any soldier, convicted of 
being drunk or asleep upon his post, or 
found marauding, should be immedi* 
ately executed. These measures ri- 
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goroiis as tliey may appear, were be- 
come absolutely necessary, and,^ in 
reality, had been too long deferred. 
The soldiers were now arrived at so 
high a pitcli of licentiousness, that no 
respect was paid to their officers, and 
scarcely obcdieKce to them even when 
on duty. Such behaviour, if not curbed 
in time, too commonly induces very 
serious conseqi^nces. At the same 
time that this order was issued, the 
regiments quartered at the southward 
w'ere commanded, in case of alarm, to 
assemble in two lines on the Red sands, 
the British in front, and the Hano- 
verian brigade in the rear. The troops ^ 
in town had their stations likewise j 
allotted them. 

In the afternoon of the 27th, a con- 
voy of 20 victuallers, under charge of 
4 frigates and the Fortune sloop, ar- 
rived in thirteen days from Minorca. 
It now appeared that the governor did 
not entirely depend on receiving suc- 
cours from England, but thought it 
prudent to obtain supplies from other 
quarters, lest any accident should pre- 
vent the British fleet arriving in time 
to his relief. Thus determined to pro- 
vide aguinst fortuitous events, he had 
secretly ordered provisions to be pur- 
chased from the prizes taken in the 
Mediterranean, and carried into Port 
Mahon, and shipped on board vessels 
that W'ere hired for that purpose. Cap- 
tain Curtis, of the Brilliant frigate, had 
the charge of this valuable c6nvoy; 
and the success attending the enterprise 
demonstrates with what secrecy it had 
been conducted. They were ignorant 
of Admiral Darby having been in the 
Mediterranean, and were agreeably sur- 
prised to find trom the enemy no oppo- 
sition to their "entrance. 

The provisions thrown in by the 
British admiral were not yet stored; 
nor had they any further protection 
against the weather than a covering of 
canvas, formed from the sails of the 
colHi^s that were run ashore in the 
New mole. Under these unavoidable 
circumstances, it was peculiarly unfor- 
tunate that the rains at this period 
shofild be unusually heavy, and of 
loiig continuance. The troops also 
were very material sufferers from this 
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inclemency of the weather. The rain, 
that poured down in torrents from the 
face of the hill, soon broke down the 
loose banks of earth raised to cover 
their tents, which, being pitched on 
the declivity of the hill, were swept 
away by the force of the stream ; and 
thus the fatigued soldier, who scarcely 
was one night out of three in bed, was 
frequently exposed at midnight to a 
deluge of rain. These misfortunes, 
however, taught them to provide against 
such future accidents ; . and in a few 
months, after some labour and atten- 
tion, their quarters w'ere inqre comfort- 
able and securp. 

The remainder of the montli was 
remarkable for excessive rains, at- 
tended with most dreadful 'thunder and 
lightning, which, during the night, in 
addition to the fire from the enemy, 
had an awful ‘and tremendous effect. 
The bombardment continued wai*ni and 
well supported ; but the enemy did not 
appear to have any particular object. 
In the early part of the day they in 
general fired pretty smartly: about 
noon their batteries slacktmed, and 
from twelve till two o’clock almost 
totally ceased: after two they recom- 
menced, and persevered till the suc- 
ceeding meriman. During the night 
they directed their fire principally to 
the heights and lines, as probably they 
had information, by the last deserter, 
that we employed, every night, parties 
to clear and repair those works. 

The morning of the 3i)th we dis- 
covered ^j^he gun and mortar boats ap- 
proaching the gamson : they took their 
stations off the tOT^n to avoid the fire 
from the frigates, and varied very little 
from their former attacks. Five shot 
landed .on Windmill-hill, which was es- 
teemed a remarkably long range. We 
returned a brisk and well-directed fire ; 
and they retired. It was remarked that 
the land batteries were in a measure 
silent during their stay. In the even- 
ing a Hanoverian, with some others, 
was detected marauding in a store : the 
party was given in charge to a sentry, 
but the former attempted to escape : the 
sentry called to him to stop, otherwise 
he woulff fire ; and on his not comply- 
ing with the order, the sentry shot him 
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dead on the spot. A general return of ] 
casualties, &c. for every month, is in- 
serted at the conclusion. 

Early on tlie 2nd of May, two set- 
tees arrived from Algiers, laden with 
sheep, wine, and brandy. The enemy 
ho'^ seemed to have given up the idea 
of blockading us to a surrender. No 
cimisers had been observed but since 
the departure of Admiral Darby. In 
the evening a shell from, the garrison 
fell upon the eastern traverse, in the 
St. Carlos’s bgttery, under which was 
their magazine, and, commuificating 
with the powder, bl§w it up. The 
explosion was. not loud; but the da- 
mage was so very considerable that 
the ordnance were silent for several 
days. Our artillery pnnoyed the enemy 
greatly during their confusion, though 
they kept up a brisk discharge from 
the lines, at the rate of .250 rounds an 
hour. The day following, Lieut. Wil- 
lington, of the artillery, was wounded 
at Willis’s. The .'ith, a soldier of the 
.^)8th regiment was executed on the 
Grand parade, at the door of the store 
where lie was detected plundering. 
His body hung till sunset, as an ex- 
ample to other otFenders. 

The enemy’s cannonade and bom- 
bardment continued to be wide and 
scattered, apparently having no par- 
ticMiIar object. Shells were yet la- 
vishly expended ; and, what was very 
singular, many of those which fell 
lilind, contained, on examination, a 
vast quantity of sand mixed with the 
powder. We could not otherwise ac- 
count for this unusual circuAstance, 
than by supposing the powder was 
stolen % their people in the labora- 
tories. Other shells still' scattered, on 
their explosion, combustible matter, 
which, setting fire to the loose \imbe5 
and wood dispersed amongst the ruins 
of the town, greatly endangered the 
king’s stores and magazines. This in- 
duced the governor, (A the Gth, to 
publish a placard, signifying to the 
inhabitants that such materials of this 
nature as were not rcunoved out of the 
reach of the enemy’s fire, would be 
converted to the king’s use. The 
morning of the 7 th, the gun and mor- 
tar boats firhd upon tiie town and the 


New mole : they stayed about an hour, 
and»then reared. We returned up- 
w^ards of 400 rounds with great vi- 
vacity, which greatly displeased the 
governor : “ There would be no end,” 
he said, ** of expending ammunition if 
we fired every time they came, and 
while they were at so great a distance : 
in future” he ordered “no notice to 
be taken of the gun-boats, unless they 
approached within th< distance of 
grape.” The 8th, Captain Fowlis, of 
the 73rd, was wounded in the lines. 

The enemy's fire was now more 
regular: we no longer experienced 
the sudden fits that had induced them 
to discharge a whole battery at a 
volley : it amounted about this time, 
upon an average, to 1500 rounds in the 
twenty-four hours. The yth, Lieut. 
Lowe, of the 12th regiment, a superin- 
tendent of the working-parties, lost 
his leg by a shot, on the slope of the 
hill under the castle. He saw the 
shot before the fatal effect, but was 
fascinated to the spot. This sudden 
arrest of the faculties -vvas not uncom- 
mon: several instances occurred to 
my own observation, where men to- 
tally free have had their senses so 
engaged by a shell in its descent, that, 
though sensible of their danger, even 
so far as to cry for assistance, they 
have been immediately fixed to the 
place. But what is more remarkable, 
these men have so instantaneously re- 
covered themselves on its fall to the 
ground, as to remove to a place of 
safety before the shell burst. The 
gun and mortar boats repeated their 
visit on the 11th, but fired from so 
respectful a distance •that scarcely a 
shot came ashore. Our batteries were 
manned ; nevertheless, not a gun was 
returned. Lieutenant Thornton, of the 
12th regiment, was wounded the same 
day with splinters of stones, thrown up 
by a shot which grazed betwixt his 
legs. 

The buildings in town at this time 
exhibited a most dreadful picture of 
the effects of so animated a bombard- 
ment. Scarcely a house, north of the 
Grand parade, was teiiantable ; all of 
them were deserted. Some few, near 
Southport, continued to be inhabited 
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by soldiers* families; but in general 
the floors and roofs were destroyed, 
and the walls only wore left standing. 
The governor and lieutenant-govenior, 
however, maintained their quarters, 
having parties constantly employed in 
repairing the damage. Both had bomb- 
proofs ; and the former afterwards had 
a lai-ge tent pitched on a rising situ- 
ation south of the Red sands, where, 
with his suite,*ne generally remained 
during the day, returning at night to 
town ; but the lieutenant-governor con- 
stantly resided in town, having accom- 
modations in the King’s bastion. 

The evening of the 12th, the gun and 
mortar boats fired upon the garrison 
from otf the Old mole, seconded by a 
very warm fire from their land bat- 
teries. Several shells from the former 
ranged as high as the Signal - house, 
and some fell over the rock. They dis- 
charged 180 shot and 46 shells, and 
then retired, throwing up the usual 
signal of a rocket from each boat. 
Though our batteries were manned, 
the gaj-rison remained silent. About 
the 13th, and for a few succeeding 
days, the enemy’s shells were directed 
for an unusual long range. One fell on 
the forecastle of a collier in the New 
mole, and pierced both decks, but did 
not burst. Two fell amongst the pro- 
visions on the New mole parade, and 
another in the middle yard of the 
South barracks ; a splinter of the latter 
flew to the Navy hospital. The 14th, 
a shell fell into the Small armoury, 
near Southport, but fortunatfly did 
little injury. The 17th, the Jews* syn- 
agogue and other buildings were burnt 
down. The folloVingday, a shell from 
our upper batteries blew up the guard- 
room in the place d^armes of Fort Bar- 
bara. Our engineers were at this time 
employed every night in clearing the 
works, filling up shell-holes, and re- 
pairing the glacis and traverses at 
Waterport. , I'he enemy’s fire at this 
period seldom exceeded a thousand 
rounds in the course of 24 hours: their 
batteries were much ehakeu with the 
firing, and parties were constantly 
bringing supplies of ammunition to the 
lines, and different materials for the 
repair of their works. 


An attempt was made by tlie navy 
on the 19 th, to cut off a polacre be- 
calmed near Europa Point; but, a 
breeze springing up, she escaped. The 
gun-boats soon after came out, appa- 
rently with an intention of avenging 
this affront; but, the wind freshening, 
they returned. The cannonade from 
the enemy was now principally directed 
at our upper batteries. The rock gun, 
mounted on the summit of the nortlicru 
front, was become as warm, if not 
warmej, than any othei?^ battery ; and 
scarcely a day passed w'ithout some 
casualties at that post. The gun and 
mortar boats,, early in the mo. .liug of 
the 20th, repeated their attack on the 
garrison and shipping. Tlicy were 
arranged in two divisions; those to the 
northward defecting their fire towards 
the King’s bastion and Southport, but 
most of their ’shells broke on the face 
of the rock; whilst the southward divi- 
sion annoyed the shipping and camp. 
Their usual signal for retiring was 
made about a quarter past three o’clock. 
On this occasion we returned a few’ shots 
from the town batteries. 

At the commencement of the bom- 
bardment, the out-guards of Bay-side 
and Lower Forbes’s had been with- 
drawn from tliose Txvrriers, and an 
officer’s guard stationed every night in 
the Flechc, a work erected near the 
Inundation at the foot of Landport 
glacis. On the morning of the 21st, 
the sentries at this post observed a man 
advancing, with great circumspection, 
along tl^ causeway : instead of answer- 
ing when challenged, he immediately 
dropped. Incut. Wetham, of the fiSth 
regiment, the officer on duty, suspect- 
ing he came* to reconnoitre, instantly, 
with the Serjeant, went out to seize 
him ; but the man rising, he pursued, 
and was within a very short distance 
of securing him, when he fell into a 
shell-hole neai^^ Bay-side, and the man 
escaped. It was imagined that curio- 
sity had prompted him to make trial of 
the alertness of onr sentries. His hat, 
which fell off in his retreat, his firelock 
with bayonet, and pouch filled with* 29 
rounds of ammunition, were hung on 
the palisades of the barrier, and were 
afterwards brolight in. 
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Early on the morning of the i22nd, a 
splinter of a shell, whicli fell and burst 
on the Chiireh battery, ranged upwards 
of 200 yards, and cutting tlie leaden 
apron of tlui morning-gun on the South 
bastion, fired it off. This singular cir- 
cumstance, Iiaj)pening some hours be- 
fore daybreak, not a little surprised 
those who heard the report, and were 
ignorant of the cause. Our fire was 
now increased to about 150 rounds 
in the 24 hours, the enemy’s parties 
being engage^^ in repairing the lines 
of approach. Their cannonade, on the 
contrary, was reduced,,upon an average, 
to 650 rounds.. 

The night of the 23rd* the gun and 
mortar Ijoats renewed their attack upon 
the camp, w’hich, irj its consequences, 
was more dreadful thaiuany we had 
hitherto experienced. Ttfe silence ob- 
served by the garrison during their 
preceding visits emboldened them, on 
this occasion, to advance so near that 
we could distinctly hear their officers 
give orders to the men, who frequently 
cried out to us, iu Spanish, to “ take 
care.” During the first and second 
rounds, the shells fell over Windmill- 
hill into the sea ; but this mistake they 
soon rectified, and the attack became 
excessively smart. Two shells fell 
M’ithin the Hospital-wall, and a shot 
passed through the roof of one of the 
pavilions. A shell fell in a house in 
llardy-towii, and killed Mr. Israel, a 
very respeckible Jew, with Mrs. Tour- 
ale, a female relation, and his clerk. 
Another, from the St. Carlos’s battery, 
fell into a house near South-^ed, in 
which were fifteen or sixteen persons ; 
the shell hurst, but all escaped, except 
a child whose mother had* experienced 
a similar fate some time before. A sol- 
dier of the 72nd regiment M'a§ killed 
his bed by a shot; and a Jew butcher 
was equally unfortunate. In all, seven 
were killed, and twelve or thirteen 
wounded. The silence 01 the garrison, 
when the destructive effects of this 
attack were publicly known, caused 
great secret discontent amongst the 
soldiers ; and such representations were 
made to the governor, that he ordered 
the artillery to return their fire when 
they repeated* their visit 


The eveiifng of the 27th, the engi- 
nee#s, with strong party, repaired the 
Queen’s battery (Willis’s). The new 
merlons were raised with sand-bags on 
the base of the old ones, and the Avliole 
was completed before morning gun- 
fire. The. following day, a squadron 
of Russian meu-of-war passed through 
the Straits to the west. Whilst they 
remained in sight, the enemy increased 
their fire upon the garirfson. The same 
day arrived the General Murray pi i- 
vateer and a polacre from Minorca, 
with wine, brandy, leifions, and salt; 
and in the evening, the Enterprise fri- 
gate, with 17 ordnance-ships and trans- 
ports, sailed for England. The enemy 
discovered them before they quitted 
the hay, and repeated their signals to- 
wards Cadiz. The garrison tiag-staff, 
on the Grand battery, was now so mu- 
tilated, and the flag so much torn by 
the enemy’s shot, that it became neces- 
sary to erect a new one, which was 
done the night of the 2Sth ; and it 
served to engage the attention of the 
enemy in the succeeding day’s firing. 

The morning of the 29th, two Hritish 
frigates, the Flora and Crescent, wliich 
had conveyed the Minorca ordnance- 
ships to Mahon, appeared from the east. 
CapkPeere Williams, in the former, stood 
towards the bay ; and being informed 
by Capt. Curtis that the Enterprise had 
sailed the preceding evening, put about 
and followed his consort, the Crescent, 
wliich .was then chasing two vessels, 
apparently Dutchmen, under the Bar- 
bary shore ; and soon aftei they disap- 
peared, we heard a cannonade to the 
west, which most likely proceeded 
from the ensuing engagement, as we 
afterwards learned that the ships chased 
were Dutch frigates.* At noon the 
same day, two artificers were ex^uted 
at the White Convent in Irish Toavh 
for marauding ; and the following day, 
one of the 58th suffered for the same 


* Captain Williams, in tliis action, took his 
opponent; but the Crescent, from some un- 
fortunate nccidents, was compelled to sur- 
render to her adversary. Tlie Crescent was, 
however, retaken by the Flora ; but being 
greatly damaged, both she and the Flora’s 
prize afterwards fell a prey to some French 
cruisers. 
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offence. The 3 1st, in till* (‘vcnii^. futiiiv ^Teatness was disjxTsed m 
v\\\\^ under llagusan ooUAirs, attempt instant. 

Jng to get round Europa Point to pro- ^ The cjkwWs catwounde, in the be- 
ceed to Algeziras, was driven under ginning of June, decreased to about 
oiir ^ins, and of)]iged to come in. She MH) rounds in the 24 hours ; the 
M as Jadeii with wheat and barley, hound Kin/r’s, or Hlack f)atterv (as it was 
troni JjarceJona to Cadiz,- and her cargo called by the garrison), with the two 
was condemned as a lawful prizes fourteen-gun batteries in their lines, 

The enemy’s bombardment was con- were now silent, 
siderably aba^ towards the close of The morning of the 3rd the gun- 
the month. iTieir objects for some boats repeated their visit about tJie 
time were the upper batteries, and par- same time as before. In this attack 
ticularly the Royal battery, whence Serjeants, of the 12tlv‘arid bSth regi- 
they were greatly incommoded. They ments, were killed, and 2 privates 
often attempted to reach L-andport and wounded • many shells fell among the 
the lines with heavy grape from the tents * of the ilifterent l egim .its, and 
advanced mortars, but it seldom ran^d two shot in the hospital-yard. A cor- 
farther than the Inundation. Our poral, going with the relief at Jiand- 
engineers, notwithstanding their fire, port, had the muzzle of* his firelock 
continued making such repairs as the closed, and Ae barrel twisted like a 
enemy’s cannonade rendered necessary. French horn,' by a shell, without injury 
About two o’clock, on the morning to his person.* We returned the fire 
of the 1st of June, the gun and mortar from the town batteries, hoping by that 
boats saluted us as usual, and wounded means to direct their attention from 
three or four men : they were in three our camp. The 4th, tlic governor 
divisions. We returned the fire from commemorated the anniversary of his 
different batteries between King’s bas- Majesty’s birthday, by a salute at noon 
tioii and Huena Vista. During this of 23 cannon, and 4.3 mortars, lieing 
attack an incident happened which I the number of ordnance that bore on 
v.’ill beg leave to insert. A soldier, the St. Carlos’s battery. The fire began 
rambii ng about the town, accidentally at the Rock mortar, seconded by the 
found, in the ruins of a house, several Old mole, and so on froiu right to left 
watches and other articles of value, of till the whole were discharged: the 
which he immediately made prize ; hut enemy, indulging themselves, as usual, 
how to secrete them afterwards was a with a siesta, did not immediately 
subject that required the utmost reach return our fire ; but in the early part 
of his invention. He was sen^ble he of the day they had made the town 
could not secure them in his quarters, pretty warm, and fired twice or thrice 
as every soldier of his reginvint was througlj-the royal standard, 
examined on his return to his bomb- In the course of the 4th, a tartan 
proof from duty. He resolved, there- was taken coining in from the east : 
fore, on a singular expedient. Taking the crew, ho\fever, escaped to the gar- 
out the wad which served as a tompion rison in their boat. A Spanish squadron 
to a gun on the King’s bastion, he of 2 line-of-battle ships, 3 xebeques, 
lodged his prize^ which was tied in his hnd 2 bomb-ketches, also arrived the 
handkerchief, as far as he could reach, same day at Algeziras, from aloft, 
within the gun, and put the wad in its With this reinforcement, their naval 
former place. In times of peace he force before (Jibrahar amounted to 2 
could not have devised a better reposi- ships of the line, 5 xebeques, 2 ketches, 
tory ; but, unfortunately, the gun-boats several half-galleys and armed vessels, 
comiim the same evening (whilst he with 15 or 16 gun and mortar boats, 
was fast asleep in his casemate, not These latter were become so active that 
apprehending any danger to his secreted we could never promise ourselvefe a 
fa-easure), this richly loaded gun was night’s repose without being disturbed 
one of the first that was discharged at by a cannonade ; and .their attacks 
the enemy, and the foundation of his were more vexatious from the impossi- 
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of being able to retaliate, because was beyond tlie range of a sea-mortar, 
they presented to us so small an object. Frcfm the lovg continuana* and succes- 
Whenever the alarm was given of tJieir sive loud reports it was thought they 
approach, which was generally a little must have sustained great loss, not only 
after midnight, the southern part of of ammunition, but of men, as the 


the rock was in immediate commotion. 
Their effects had been found so de- 
structive, that all were upon the look- 
out : the troops were ordered from 
their tents, to places where they were 
covered from the shot ; but the shells 
were directed into the most sequestered 
recesses. S&oih was the terror of the 
miserable inhabitants, that many of 
them tied yearly nak^d to the remote 
parts of the rock ; and yven here they 
could scarcely deem themselves secure : 
in short, no scene could be more de- 
plorable than that yf their distress on 
these occasions. » 

'J’Jie enemy’s bombardment from the 
laud was still continued with little 
variation : they appe^ired, indeed, to 
liave no otlu^r object than the expendi- 
ture of ammunition. In their camp, 
large parties were constantly bringing 
brushwood for fascines from the coun- 
try ; anti others were employed in 
disembarking stores from small vessels 
which were daily arriving from all 
quarters. 

The 9th, we .were alarmed with the 
blowing-up of one of the enemy’s maga- 
zines, situated at a small distance from 
the Catalonian camp to the Avest of tlie 
(Jueen of Spain’s Chair, The different 
explosions that succeeded the first resem- 
bled a continual roll of fire like repeated 
volleys of musketry ; from wl;|jch cir- 
cumstance we conjectured tha? it was 
their repository for live shells and fixed 
ammunition. Their drums immedi- 
ately beat to arms ; and the whole array, 
Consisting of thirteen battalions I^esides 
cavalry, assembled in front of the camp* 
l^arties were instantly detached ; but 
the splinters of the shells kept them for 
some time at a considepble distance. 
The shells, hoMx*ver, at' length ceased 
to displode: they advanced, and re- 
moved powder, &c. from a neighbour- 
ing qiagazine to a place southward of 
tho fire ; where, meeting afterwards in 
great numbers, our artillery endea- 
voured to reach them with a large 
shell from AVillis’s; but the distance 


splinters were seen, with glasses, to 
range much farther than the spot 
where the detachment first assembled ; 
and remarkable economy was after- 
wards observed in the article of shells. 

The following dayf a line-of-battle 
ship, proceeding from Point Mala to 
the eastward, was fired upon from the 
garrison, and obliged to put about and 
anchor at Algeziras. A fiag of truce 
came the day after to the New mole, to 
know the cause of our firing upon her, 
being a Neapolitan man-of-war. The 
governor answered, that the first shot 
was to bring her to; which she not 
obeying, every succeeding one was fired 
to sink her. The night of the Iltli, 
the gun and mortar boats, according to 
custom, bombarded the camp, killed a 
child, and wounded a woman. They 
retired much sooner than usual ; which 
we attributed to their having received 
some damage, as our grape was heard 
to strike them. We returned 9f) 
rounds of various kinds. Their land 
batteries, during the attack, directed 
their fire principally towards the King’s 
bastion, and along the line-wall in town, 
whence, they observed, we for some 
time past generally fired wlieii they 
came over. The Nth being tlie anni- 
versary of Corpus Ciiristi, the festival 
was noticed by the enemy’s shipping 
with th^ usual flags of decoration, and 
the customary salutes : repeated volleys 
were likewise discharged from the lines ; 
which, being unexpected on our side, 
killed and wounded several. 

Though their bombardment in gene- 
ral, at this period, scarcely exceeded 
450 rounds in 24 hours, yet the bat- 
teries at Willis’s, notwithstanding the 
recent repairs, wxre again greatly da- 
maged. Tlie enemy’s shc4, though 
fired at so great a distance, freijueiitly 
pierced seven solid feet of sand-bag 
work. To obviate this, strong wmodeii 
frames, called caissons^'wore constructed 
of the same dimensions as the merlons ; 
which, when well rammed with clay, 
and covered in front and on the top 
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\rith junk cut in lengths Vor the pur 
jx)se, were exj.>eeted to rosiyt i'etter ilni* 
the temporary repairs that had bee' 
(lone during the severity of the enemy’ 
fire. The enemy also adop ed tin 
same nimie in capping the meilons 
Fort St. Barbara. 

A flag of truce, (m the lath, informet' 
that two ships bud been capturei 
leaving the garrison, and that the pri 
soners wore reil^y to In? sent in. The 
Fortune sloop, in consequence, the next 
(lav brought over 141 English and 
.Jews, men, women, and children. It 
was remarked that the enemy the preced- 
ing (lay continued their bombardment 
during the flag of truce; but a strict 
cessation was observed this day, owing, 
as w’e imagined, to some represen- 
tations. We observed, on the 2()th, 
a new camp of 1 1 2 tents in the rear of 
Ihircclo’s battery, north of Algeziras. 
The day following, ISIontague’s bastion 
was opened on the enemy, as parties 
were repairing the St. Carlos’s battery. 

The Iwmbardmeiit now decreased 
daily. The lire of the enemy was 
chiefly directed to our upper batteries, 
for the town was almost a heap of 
ruins : they sometimes threw a long- 
ranger; but these shells seldom did 
any injury. The night of the 24th, 
the gun-boats fired upon the camp, but 
at such a distance, that little damage 
was received, though they expended 
400 shot and 70 shells. We returned 
8S rounds, principally small , shells, 
w hose fuses were so accurately cut, as 
to break just over the boats. The 27th, 
we observed another ciicampnllfent (ca- 
pable of (quartering two battalions) at 
the tower betwo3n the river Palmoncs 
and Algeziras. Many were of opinion 
tliat tills camp, with that at llarcelo's 
battery, was occupied by militia. The 
gun and mortar boats again bombarded 
onr camp about midnight for two 
liours: they then made their usual 
signal, and as we imagined, were gone 
back ; but soon after, they returned, 
and, recommencing a brisker fire than 
before, killed and wounded 12 or 14, 
the greatest number of which were of 
the 3‘Jth regiment. This was the most 
important loss which our troops had 
yet experienced from the gun-boats; 


but we concluded ourselves in some 
degree fortunate in not sutfering more 
oousidernbly ; us most of the regiments 
imagining the bombardment over foj 
the night, were in bed when they iv. 
turned. ^ 

The disagn'cable and fiv(pieut 
tition of these atUicks prompted die 
governor to adopt, if possible, some ex- 
jmiients to aniMr the enemy's camp in 
return. The distance wtis conceived 
to bt' within the range of shells from 
the Old mole head ; accyrdiiigly a I 
‘ loh sea-mortar was removed to the 
.‘xtremify; and ^ six cannon, five 3:2- 
pounders and one 1 8-jxaindt ^ were at 
he same tinie*sunk in the sand lieliind 
he 01(1 mole, and then secured wdth 
imber, &c. at different dijgrees of ele- 
/ation. Tlu^e arrangements had been 
"or some tinl* in agitation ; and being 
low completed, lie determined to make 
he experiment. About 10 o’clock iu 
he forenoon of the 28th, six rounds 
were discharged from each: three of 
-he shells burst in the enemy’s camp, 
nd one over it. The other twm ex- 
ploded in their passage ; all the shot 
went home. A battalion of Spanish 
guards, happening to be under arrm?, 
were greatly alarmed, and dispersed 
hree difl'erent times: at length they 
ivere assembled, and marched off toward 
he left. This being only intended as an 
xperiment, the artillery soon ceased 
ring; but it is scarcely possible to 
(xpress the general satisfaction which 
his success dift'uscd through the garri- 
on. The mortar was loaded with 
rom 3(f lbs. to 28j lbs. of powder at the 
.sual elevation ; the .32-p()uiider w ith 
4, and the 18 with 9 Ib.s. of pow- 
ler; all the latter at an elevation of 42 
.egrees. 

The governor, beside this plan of re- 
aliatioii, devised other schemes to 
;over and protect his camp, if possible, 
rom future attacks. Two brigs were 
►rdered to be'' cut down and converted 
into frames, each to carry four or, 
Ive heavy cannon ; which were to be 
noored between the New mole and 
Ragged Staff, at such distance froin^the . 
rorks as to be easily protected, and 
et far enough out to keep their boats 
.t a respectful distancef. ArtificcJP 
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from the garrison assisted the navy in 
fitting out these vessels. One of them 
being finished previous to the before- 
mentioned experiment, was moored at 
the distance of about half musket-shot 
from the New mole head. She was 
named the Vanguard, mounted two 
Spanish 2G-pounder8, and two twelves, 
and was rigged like a settee. The 
enemy's scpiadron^ on the 29th, was re- 
inforced with five xebeciues and two 
galleys, from the east. At night sailed 
a packet for’Faro, in Portugal. 

The 2nd July, additional tents were 
pitched at the new camp near the tower, 
north of AlgeSiras. Alvjut one in the 
morning of the 4th, the gun-boats re- 
peated their attack ; but contrary to 
their former* custom, numbers of their 
shot and shells fell amo^st the ship- 
ping. The Porcupine rrigate. Sir 
Charles Knowles, Bart., and an India- 
man, each received a shot; and the 
Bi'illiant’s bottom was struck with a 
splinter of a shell, which burst under 
her ; but no particular damage was re- 
ceived in the garrison, except two men 
Ix'ing slightly w^ounded. The gover- 
nor retaliated by ordering six rounds 
of shot and shells to be fired into their 
camp, from the guns and sea-mortars 
1 at the Old mole: the cannon were 
pointed indiscriminately for the camp ; 
l)nt the mortars were laid for the fiis- 
cine and artillery parks. One of the 
sliells set fire to a hut, and alarmed 
them exceedingly. As the governor 
now deterniiiied to retaliate in tliis 
manner, we were in hopes >4 would 
deter them from so frequently disturb- 
ing us. 

The enemy continued, making ga- 
oions, and bringing much wood into the 
camp : on the other hand, our .people 
were employed in repairs, and addi* 
lions to the works. Traverses were 
erected at the Royal battery, and parties 
were employed on the novth front, from 
the rock gun to tlie Old mole head. 
The loth, a brig coming in from the 
oust was taken by the enemy's cruisers, 
which for some weeks past had agiiu 
kept a very vigilant look-out. The 
crew however escaped to the rock ; and 
they had thrown the letters over-board 
before they abandoned the vessel. 


The bomimrdmeut, which, by almost 
imperceptible degrees, had been de- 
creasing, on the 12th nearly ceased. 
The cannon in their seven and four- 
teen-gun batteries were all drawn back, 
to facilitate, as we imagined, the re- 
pairing of the platforms and inner part 
of the batteries. The 13th some troops 
at the tower decamped, and in a few 
days afterwards a r^ment marched 
away from the Algeauras camp. The 
15th two settees and a brig sailed from 
Point Mala with gabions to the west 
One vessel had sailed thence on the 
13th. These materials, we conjec- 
tured, were for some new works in 
the neighbourhood ; but we were after- 
wards informed that they were taken 
to Minorca, and were used in the ap- 
proaches carried on against St Philip’s. 
Their firing was now confined to the 
night, and unless we provoked them, 
scarcely ever exceeded thirty rounds. 

The Spanish general visited the lines 
on the 1 8th ; but a fire breaking out in 
his camp, he returned immediately on 
its appearance. In the evening the 
caissons for the Queefi’s batter)^' being 
carried up to Willis’s, and the sand- 
bags brought from Pocoroca clay-pit, 
the engineers at dusk, with a party of 
380 men, began to re-establish the 
merlons ; and by the morning gun-fire 
of the 1 9th the old sand-bags were re- 
moved, the caissons placed, and filled 
with clay, sand, and junk, and the bat- 
tery nthde fit for the reception of artil- 
lery. The governor was present the 
whole time, and expressed the highest 
approbation of the diligence and activity 
of the party. The caissons were made 
of oak timber, joined by strong iron 
bolts. Whilst they were at woi-k the 
gun-boats fired upon the camp, and 
were seconded by the land batteries on 
the town; a hundred and thirty-two 
rounds were returned on the boats, and 
sixteen shells thrown into the enemy’s 
camp. One of the artillery and one of 
the 73rd regiment were wounded. 

The morning of the 20th the enemy 
fired a salute from the lines, followed 
by a feu-de-joie from the army drawn 
up in two lines in front of their camp, 
concluding with a grand discharge from 
their shipping and small craft at Alge- 
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ziras. The troops in garrison changed 
quarters on the *2 1st; tjie 39th*aiid 
Hardenberg’s reriments relieved the 
72nd, and other detachments in King’s 
and Montague’s bastions, Waterport 
casemate, and Picket yard. The 58th, 
72nd, and 73rd regiments encamped; 
the 12th regiment remained on their 
ground, and the 5Hth, Keden’s, and La 
Motte’s occupied the South barracks 
and other quarlLrs. The enemy on the 
same day decamped from the ground 
north or Algeziras. Brigadier Ross 
sailed on the night of the 22nd in a 
boat to Faro, in his route to England ; 
and the following day a privateer ar- 
rived in eight days from Mahon, with 
a packet. Two days afterwards a boat 
arrived from Portugal. The patron 
infonned us that the army at that time 
before Gibraltar principally consisted 
of militia regiments, the regular troops 
having embarked for the West Indies : 
he further said, that the Spanish fleet 
had sailed from Cadiz on a cruise. 
S(X)n after this boat arrived a large 
fleet of upwards of seventy sail ap- 
peared from the west : when abreast of 
Europa we discovered amongst them a 
ship of the line, two frigates, two cut- 
ters, a bomb-ketch, and several armed 
vessels : they did not display any 
colours. This proved afterwards to be 
the fleet wliich blockaded Mahon, and 
conveyed the troops which besieged 
Fort St. Philip, under the command of 
the Due de Crillon, and captured the 
island of Minorca. 

Our camp was alarmed on ,the 27th 
with the report that the gun-boats 
were approaching. The batteries were 
manned and thd regiments assembled ; 
but the enemy not appearing, they re- 
turned to quarters. The signals for 
seeing the boats in future were ordered 
to be a false fire, and two guns from the 
shipping. 

August was introduced by an attack 
from the gun-boats. They came upon 
,us by surprise ; for we had no signal 
from our guard-boats. This was after- 
wards accounted for by the enemy 
having taken a circle ; by which means 
our guard-boats, when they began to 
fire, were without, and the gun-boats 
between them and the garrison. Our j 


fire in return was well served, and ap- 
peared to do some execution: twelve 
large shells and fifteen shot were like- 
wise thrown into the camp from the 
Ohl mole : several of the former Imrst 
just as they fell, consequently promised 
to do mischief. Their land batteries 
seconded the fire from the sea, but we 
did not experience any casualties. Two 
days afterwards the other prame, called 
the Repulse, -mounting five twenty-six 
pounders, was moored about musket- 
shot to the southward of. the Vanguard, 
and the same distance from our bat- 
teries. These .vessels were of such 
annoyance to their boats* t!i it whilst 
they remained out, we never afterwards 
were so much disturbed at the south- 
ward. , 

The artillwy at Willis’s endeavoured 
on the 4th to set fire to the canes and 
weeds in the gardens ; but they were 
too full of sap to take fire. Tliis at- 
tempt attractetl a brisk cannonade for 
some time from the enemy. Early in 
the morning of the 6th a shell fell into 
a tent behind General La hlotte’s quar- 
ters, at the southward, in which were 
two men of the 58th, asleep. They 
were not awakened by its fall ; but a 
serJeant in an adjacent tent heard it, 
and ran near forty yards to a place of 
safety, wlien he recollected the situa- 
tion of his friends. Thinking the shell 
had fallen blind, he returned and 
awakened them : both immediately 
rose, but continued by the place, de- 
bating on the narrow escape they had 
had, when the shell exploded, and 
forced ihem with great violence against 
the garden-wall, but miraculously did 
no further mischief than destroying 
everything in the tent. 

On, the morning of the 7tb, before 
«the haze was quite dispelled in the Gut, 
a signal for an enemy was made by the 
Spaniards at Cabrita Point. As the 
fog dispersed ^we discovered at a con- 
siderable distance a vessel becalmed, 
but rowing towards the garrison with 
the current. ^ Fourteen gur.-boats were 
then advancing from Algeziras tP in- 
tercept her: upon which Captain Curtis, 
of the Brilliant, ordered out Sir Charles 
Knowles, with three barges, to en- 
deavour to get alongside, and receive 
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any dispatches tlie vessel might have 
on board, whilst he attended the tow- 
ing out of the Vanguard and Repulse 
prames, to cover them and protect her. 
Sir Charles personally executed his 
orders, and returned with a packet for 
the governor. The vessel by this time 
was al)out a league and a half from the 
garrison, and the headmost gun-boat 
within shot, advancing apparently with 
an intent to board : stopping, however, 
at the distance of a few hundred yards, 
she poured in. a discharge of round 
and grape shot, and was immediately 
seconded by hef consorts astern. The 
vessiBl, which ‘we now discovered to 
he a king’s sloop-of-war, retuiued the 
salute with a broadside, and musketry 
from her quarter-deck ; and a spirited 
action commenced. Ap^arances at 
this juncture were so gredtly in favour 
of the Spaniards, that the garrison gave 
up tlie sloop for lost. Becalmed a 
league from the rock, and fourteen 
gu!i-boats, each carrying a twenty-six 
pounder, full of men, cannonading her 
on every side with grape and round 
shot; a xebeque also bearing down 
with a gentle breeze, were circum- 
stances which seemed to preclude the 
possibility of escape. After maintain- 
ing, however, a- very warm, judicious, 
and well-served fire, often obliging the 
boats to retire, the westerly breeze at 
last reached her ; and not long after- 
wards she was safe under our guns. 
She proved to be the Helena sloop- 
of-war, fourteen small guns, Captain 
Roberts, in fourteen days froifi Eng- 
land. Her loss during this action was 
much less than could have been pos- 
sibly imagined, when wp considered 
the showers of grape and round shot 
that every instant surrounded her : she 
had only one killed and two wounded ^ 
hut her upper rigging and sails were 
much cut and injured. We attributed 
the hull’s being scarcely touched to the 
construction of the gun-boats ; for, 
being originally intended to annoy at a 
distance, their cannon could not be de- 
pressed. The enemy however did not 
eschpe so well : numbers were seen to 
drop in the Imts from the musketry 
of the sloop,, and several were towed 
oft‘ disabled; which were very con- 


vincing proofs that their loss was con- 
side!*able. t 

A settee was taken on the 12th by the 
enemy’s cruisers. The crew, except- 
ing three Jew passengers, escaped to 
the garrison: they informed us that 
great preparations were making in the 
French and Spanish ports for some 
grand expedition : the object was how- 
ever kept secret ; hut many at Minorca 
suspected St. Philip’s he the place. 

The enemy^s bombardment, if we 
may now call it by that name, scarcely 
exceeded, at this time, three shells in 
the 24 hours, which the soldiers (con- 
jecturing that some allusion might be 
intended, by that superstitious nation^ 
to the sacred Trinity) jocosely, though 
profanely termed, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost. It is not indeed alto- 
gether improbable that the Spaniards 
might entertain some bigoted respect 
for that mystical number, and, con- 
sidering the British in the light of 
heretics, might apprehend some efficacy 
from it, in the gi*cat work of convertinp 
the garrison^ to the Catholic faith : at 
least, it is difficult, on any more reason- 
able ground, to account for their ex- 
actly continuing to fire neither more 
nor less, for so considerable a period. 

The mention of this circumstance 
brings to my recollection another, of a 
ridiculous nature, which serves to de- 
monstrate the thoughtlessness of the 
English soldiers, who can jest in the hour 
of danger, and indulge their prejudices 
at the expense of what other nations, 
howeveii difiering in sentiment, gene- 
rally agree to hold in a degree of 
respect. It is first to be remembered, 
that, according to the Articles of capitu- 
lation by which the garrison was sur- 
rendered to Admiral Sir George Rooke, 
it was stipulated that the inhabitants 
should be tolerated in their religion: 
the old Spanish church was therefore 
continued as a place of worship for 
those of the Roman Catholic persua- 
sion, and, as is usual in Roman Ca- 
tholic churches, was decorated, amongst 
others, with figures, as large as life, of 
our Saviour and th^ Virgin Mary. 

At the commencement of the firing, 
when the soldiers were engaged in a 
succession of irregularities, a party of 

G 2 < ' 
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them assembled in the Spanish church, 
to carouse and be merry, r In the nlidst 
of their jollity, the image of the Virgin 
Mary was observed in die ruins by one 
of the party, who instantly proposed, 
as a piece of fun, to place her ladyship 
in the whirligig.* The scheme seemed 
to meet with general approbation, till 
one, wiser than the rest, stopped diem 
with a remark, that it would ill become 
them, as military men, and particularly 
Englishmen, to punish any person with- 
out a trial. A court-martial conse- 
quently sat, with mock ceremony ; and 
her ladyship was found guilty of 
drunkenness, debauchery, and other 
high crimes, and condemned to the 
whirligig, whither she was immedi- 
ately carried in procession. The go- 
vernor (who, notwithstanding the fir- 
ing, regularly attended the parade), at 
guard-mounting discovered the poor 
Virgin in confinement; but expressed 
his disapprobation of the action, and 
ordered her instantly to be removed to 
the White Convent, where, by the bye, 
she was by no means exempt from 
fiirther insult and disgrace. If a bi- 
goted Spaniard could have beheld this 
transaction, he probably would have 
thought the English worse than here- 
tics; and would have concluded, that 
their impiety could not fail to attract 
the special vengeance of Heaven, 

The night of the 15th, the gun and 
mortar boats bombarded our camp; 
their disposition extending from V)ff Lit- 
tle bay to the Old mole head : their fire, 
as had been tlie custom for some time 
before, was seconded by a brisk can- 
nonade from the lines, which was 
very judiciously served. Many of their 
shells burst in the air, over our ship- 
ping; but the ships continued silent. 
Our artillery retaliated from the Old 
mole head, and small shells were dis- 
charged from the elevated guns, which 
seemed to answer very well. One of 
the 72nd regiment was killed ; two of 
the artillery, and two of the 73rd, with 
a boy, an inhabitant, were wounded. 
In this attack, a shell fell amongst 

♦ A machine erected! at the bottom of the 
Grand parade, for the punishment of scolding 
women, or others guilty of trifling misde- 
meanors. 


some naval stores, in a ground-ward 
of the Naval hospital ; and the most 
dreadful consequences might have been 
expected from this accident, if the fire 
had not been happily extinguished by 
the picket, which Ae governor had 
ordered, some time before, to assemble 
here, to prevent, if possible, such ca- 
sualties. The other picket, which 
mounted at the southward, was sta- 
tioned for the same purpose at the 
New mole. 

A schooner arrived. -ffom Faro on 
the 17th, with fruit, onions, and salt. 
In the evening/ a flag of truce came 
from the enemy* in answer r<» ours of 
the preceding day. The day follow- 
ing, another boat arrived from Faro: 
she brought a packet, with some pri- 
vate letters ,lrom Lisbon, wliich inti- 
mated the probability of our receiving 
a visit from the combined fleet, then 
cruising off Cadiz. At night several 
guns were heard in tlie Gut, and a 
number of signals made at the point. 
The succeeding morning, his Ma- 
jesty’s cutter the Kite arrived from 
England, with duplicates of the He- 
lena’s dispatches. In her passage she 
engaged a French cutter of 20 guns, 
and had three men killed and six 
wounded. The enctay’s cruisers en- 
deavoured^ to intercept her, but were 
driven to leeward. A boat also ar- 
rived about the same time from Por- 
tugal. 

The firing from the garrison now 
varied according as the enemy’s par- 
ties printed themselves: at this pe- 
riod they were busy in repairing Fort 
St. Philip, and iu securing their works 
against the approaching rainy season. 
Our engineers were repairing the com- 
munications -and batteries at Willis’s, 
&c. A soldier of the 73rd deserted to 
the enemy the 25th: he had been 
absent from his corps five days, during^ 
which time he had concealed himself 
on the rock. 'Hunger probably press- 
ing him, he determined to make a 
bold attempt to get off: accordingly 
stuffing a sand-bag with grass, he 
came to Landport, and placing, unob- 
served, the bag upon, the spikes of the 
palisades, jumped, unhurt, on the 
glacis; Aen running over the cause- 
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way, he soon cleared Bay-side barrier, 
and, though many hundred rounds of 
musketry were fired from Landport and 
the Lines guards, he escaped. He was 
the fourth man lost by desertion in the 
course of six weeks. 

Early tlie 27th, four men, who had 
been impressed from a privateer in the 
bay, deserted from the Repulse prame. 
The next morning we were visited 
again by the gun and mortar boats ; 
but they scarcely staid one-third of 
their former time. We returned 9 
sliot and 58 shells, which, from the 
shrieks and piteous cries we heard, 
must have dofie execution. We an- 
noyed them in camp from the Old 
mole, as usual ; and the artillery at- 
tempted to reach them from Willis’s, 
but in vain. In this attaoH. a wounded 
matross was killed oy a shell in the 
hospital. The circumstances attending 
this man’s case are so melancholy and 
affecting, that I cannot pass them over 
in silence. Some time previous to this 
event, he had been so unlucky as to 
break his thigh ; being a man of great 
spirits, he ill brooked the confinement 
which his case demanded, and exerted 
himself to get abroad, that he might 
enjoy the benefit of the fresh air in the 
court of the hospital : unfortunately, in 
one of his playful momcijts, he fell, 
and was obliged to take to his bed 
again. He was in this situation when 
a shell from the mortar boats fell into 
the ward, and rebounding, lodged upon 
him. The convalescents and sick, in 
the same room, instantly summoned 
strength to crawl out on hands and 
knees, while the fuse was burning ; but 
this wretched victim was kept down 
by the weight of the shell, which, 
after some seconds, burst, took off both 
his legs, and scorched him in a dreadfifi 
manner: but, what was still more 
horrid, he survived the explosion, and 
was sensible to the very moment that 
death relieved him from his misery. 
His last words were expressive of re- 
gret that he had not been killed on the 
batteries. 

I'he enemy’s attention to the block- 
ade seemed now to be revived. Their 
cruisers were increased, and constantly 
on the watch. The force in the bay 


at this time was one ship of the line, a 
xelfeque having a broad pendant, a fri- 
gate, and five xebeques, with the gun 
and mortar boats, and small armed 
craft. The arrangement of these ves- 
sels for the purpose of blockading the 
garrison appeared to be as follows : — 
When the wind was west, two xe- 
beques and four gun-boats anchored at 
Oabrita Point, cruising at night at the 
entrance of the bay amd in the straits ; 
when easterly, the frigate, xebeques, 
and four gun-boats cruised some be- 
tween Ceuta and Europe, and others in 
the Gut ; one xebeque was generally 
observed to lie-to off Europa Point, at 
the entrance of the bay. Though this 
disposition apparently obstructed all 
intercourse between the garrison and 
our friends in Portugal and Minorca, 
yet opportunities sometimes occurred 
when boats slipped out unobserved, and 
returned with the same success. 

The evening of the 30th, the enemy’s 
cannonade, w'hich, except when the 
boats fired on our camp, seldom ex- 
ceeded three shells in the 24 hours, 
was pretty smart for an hour or two, 
occasioned by our firing on their work- 
ing parties. Such starts of retaliation 
they were often provoked to by our an- 
noying their workmen in the batteries. 

The prames had been found so use- 
ful that, in the beginning of September, 
the navy began to fit up the Fortune 
sloop, in order to add to their number. 
The 5tlh, a fiag of truce from the enemy 
brought over Pratts, an inhabit- 

ant of Gibraltar, who had been taken 
by the Spaniards in the Fox packet, 
about 12 months befoj*e, and whom, as 
it was said, the enemy for some time 
had objected to exchange. By this 
man we were informed that the Due 
de Crillon, with 10,000 men, had 
landed at Minorca, and that it w'as 
reported he was to be joined by a 
French army from Toulon. The even- 
ing of the 7th, the captain at Willis’s 
again endeavoured to set fire to the 
weeds, &c. in the gardens, which, from 
their height, afforded great cover to 
the enemy’s advanced sentries ; and in 
executing these orders a brisk can- 
nonade was returned by the enemy, 
which continued till daybreak. Our 
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carcasses and light balls frequently 
took effect, but the canes were too ^een 
to be burnt to any purpose. In the 
course of this firing, several shot from 
the lines ranged as far as the South 
barracks and New mole. Great num- 
bers of gabions were now observed in 
the enemy’s fascine park. 

The evening of the 12th, they fired 
a grand salute from their lines and 
shipping, and d feu-de-joie in camp. 
After the salute, they continued to can- 
nonade from the lines, though for some 
days before they had only fired their 
mystical number, three, in the 24 hours. 
We imagined this salute to be on ac- 
count of the Due de Crillon having 
gained some advantage at Minorca. 
In the course of their firing, on the 
15th, a circumstance happen^ similar 
to one which occurred m May, and 
both of them may be considered as ex- 
traordinary. A shell from the lines 
fell upon tne rock, above the Red sands, 
and glanced off in a direction nearly at 
right angles with its range : it rolled 
to the bottom of the Princess of Wales’s 
lines, burst on the platform of one of 
the 32-pounders, and a splinter cutting 
the apron of the gun, fir^ it off. The 
shot took away the railing at the foot 
of the glacis, and lodged in the line- 
wall near Ragged Staff 

We observed, on the 16th, that the 
enemy, during the preceding night, 
had thrown up three banks of sand in 
zigzags, beginning at the centre''of the 
fourth branch of approach, which 
seemed intended as a line of direction 
for a new communication to the St. 
Carlos’s battery. In the evening, 
the governor ordered the artillery 
to direct a brisk fire on this work, 
which was continued till daybreak 
of the 1 7th. The enemy returned 
the fire reluctantly, from a wish, 
as we imagined, not to increase 
ours. The next morning, we observed 
they had retained the sand thrown up 
the preceding night with casks; and 
from the materials seen in the vicinity 
of theT works, other additions seemed 
intended to be made. At nighty Crou- 
chett’s howitzer battery and Montague’s 
bastion were opened, and, with Willis’s, 
&c., were kept constantly going. About 
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midnight the gun-boats, attended by a 
bomb-ketch, as we conjectured, came 
over, and, contrary to their former 
practice, directed their fire towards 
Willis’s, tlie lines, and north end of the 
town. So determined were they to 
land their shells, tliat one went over 
the rock, and many fell on the hill ; 
and, in attempting to imitate us in 
bursting their shells in the air, several 
exploded in their mortars. They staid 
two hours and a half, and expended 
130 shells and 87 shot, and their land 
batteries were not so sparing as the 
night before. We returned a smart 
fire on both sea and land; and r italiated 
on their camp, as usual. 

A shell, during the above attack, 
fell in an emln*asure opposite the King’s 
lines bomb-proof, killed one of the 
73rd, and wounded another of the 
same corps. ‘The case of the latter 
was singular, and will serve to enforce 
the maxim, that, even in the most dan- 
gerous cases, we should never despair 
of a recovery whilst life remains. This 
unfortunate man was knocked down by 
the wind of the shell, which, instantly 
bursting, killed his companion, and 
mangled him in a most dreadful man- 
ner, His head was terribly fractured, 
his left arm broken in two places, one 
of his leg§ shattered, the skin and 
muscles torn off part of his right hand, 
the middle finger broken to pieces, and 
his whole body most severely bruised, 
and marked with gunpowder. He pre- 
sented so horrid an object to the sur- 
geons, that they had not the smallest 
hopes of saving his life, and were at a 
loss what part to attend to first. He was 
that evening trepanned, a few days after- 
wards his leg was amputated, and other 
wounds and fractures dressed. Being 
possessed of a most excellent consti- 
tution, nature performed wonders in his 
favour, and in eleven weeks the cure 
was completely^ effected. His name is 
Donald Ross, and he long continued to 
enjoy his sovereign’s bounty in a pen- 
sion of 9d. a day for life. A non-com- 
missioned officer of artillery also • lost 
his thigh on Montague’s bastion ; and a 
private of the 12th regiment both his 
legs ; the latter died soon after the am- 
putation was performed. 



SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR. 87 


The morning of the 18th, a deserter 
from the Spanish guards came in from 
the St. Car Ws battery. He was pursued 
l)y four of the enemy, but in vain. He 
gave information of the enemy’s inten- 
tion to erect some new batteries. About 
ten o’clock in the evening, a shell from 
the lines fell into a house opposite the 
king’s bastion, where the town-major. 
Captain Burke, with Majors Mercier 
and Vignoles, of the 39th regiment, 
were sitting. The shell took off Major 
Burke’s thigh, afterwards fell through 
the floor into the cellar ; there it burs^ 
and forced the flooring, with the unfor- 
tunate major,* to the ceiling. When 
assistance came, they found Major 
Burke almost buried amongst the ruins 
of the room*. He •was mstautly con- 
veyed to the hospital, wiere he died 
soon after the wounded part was am- 
putated, much lamented by his friends 
as an amiable and worthy member of 
society, and by the governor as an 
indefatigable oflScer. Majors Mercier 
and Vignoles had time to escape be- 
fore the shell burst : they were never- 
theless slightly wounded by the splin- 
ters; as were a serjeant of the 39th, 
and his daughter, who were in the cel- 
lar underneath when the shell entered. 
This house had escaped almost un- 
touched during the warmer period of 
the bombardment, till this unfortunate 
shell fell in, which deprived the garri- 
son of this active and valuable officer. 

The enemy did not increase their 
works the succeeding day, but de- 
bouched the fourth branch o^ the ap- 
proach about the centre. In the even- 
ing, the Helena and Kite, with a 
privateer, left the bay for England, 
and a schooner for Portugal. Lieut. 
Lowe, of the 12th, who had lost his 
leg, and the invalids, went home in tbte 
former. Our firing was increased at 
night by the Catalan batteries; and 
Crouchetfs was still Itept open. The 
20th, Captain Fowlis, of the 73rd, was 
appointed town-major. 

Our working parties were employed 
by the engineers, on the 21st, in re- 
pjfiring Princess Caroline’s battery, at 
Willis’s, which, owing to the spirited 
behaviour and example of the officers, 
was cleared, the caissons placed, filled, 


and the battery completed, before night, 
unc||Br a m%>t heavy fire from the 
enemy. When the work was finished, 
the party desired to give three cheei^ 
but they were overruled by the captain 
of artillery, who recommended to salute 
the enemy with three rounds from each 
gun ; which was cimmediately put in 
execution. The party had not a man 
materially hmt during the warm can- 
nonade; but, in retutfning to be dis- 
missed, a serjeant of La Motte's, who 
had braved the dangers of the day, was 
killed by a random shot below the 
artillery guard. Our firing continued 
with great vivacity on the 22nd, parti- 
cularly with small shells from the 
Royal battery, Willis’s, and Montague’s 
bastion. These were kept going in the 
day ; and at night these batteries, with 
the Catalans, Crouchett’s, and batteries 
at the entrance of the lines, were in 
action. The enemy, in return, were 
not sparing of ammunition : in the pre- 
ceding 24 hours they fired 775 shot, 
and 57 shells. The garrison discharged 
773 rounds of diiferent species. 

The enemy’s new works were erected 
with casks, covered and retained by 
fascines, with sand in the front About 
200 men appeared to be employed in 
the day; but they were often compelled 
to retire, our ordnance was so well 
served and directed. The gun-boats, 
on the morning of the 24th, visited us 
as usual; and it was thought that a 
bomb-ketch again attended them. They 
pointed their fire principally towards 
the Vii^tualling- office, in town, and 
Willis’s: some shells fell in the New 
mole, but few ashore at the southward* 
We returned their ffi’e, and retaliated 
from the Old mole on their camp. 

Early in the morning of 25th, 
the fascine capping of the merlons of 
Fort Barbara took fire from the enemy’s 
guns, and burnt extremd|||fierce. The 
officer at Willis’s immedRely directed 
a brisk fire on the fort, which the go- 
vernor afterwards increased by opening 
tlie Grand battery. The firing, how- 
ever, from the latter did not answer so 
well as was expected, owing, perhaps, 
to the unevenness of the platforms, 
which were of stone, and much worn. 
Nevertheless, the enemy were obliged 
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to evacuate the fort without extinguish- 
ing the fire. At daybi*eak*we saw <fnly 
five fascine merlons standing; the other 
seven were all destroyed, with some 
gun-carriages, traverses on the ram- 
part, and fascine-work in the ditch. 
We imagined that this accident would 
render the fort useless for some time ; 
but they convinced us that our conclu- 
sions were premature, by firing, pro- 
bably out of bral-ado, a few shot in the 
course of the day, which killed one of 
the 58th, and wounded another. In 
the morning, about seven, the Flying- 
fish cutter, of 20 guns, arrived wi3i 
ordnance stores and intrenching tools ; 
she informed us that government had 
engaged 20 cutters, of her force, fi)r 
the same purpose. A xebeque and four 
gun-boats opposed her passage, but in 
vain. 

The 26th, Lieut. Clarke, of the .56th, 
died of a decline. In tlie course of the 
day, the enemy began to clear Fort 
Ikirbara, and in the evening to lay 
fascines (a great number of which were 
in the neighbourhood of the fort) to- 
wards repairing it. Our fire continued 
to be well directed, and considerably 
annoyed them. The 27th, a man was 
discovered near Catalan bay, by the 
guard at Middle-hill. A party of the 
navy immediately went round, and 
took him up. He proved to be a de- 
serter from the 72nd regiment ; but the 
wretch was so famished with hunger, 
and so bruised in getting dowla the 
rock, that his life was despaired of. 
The 28th, the enemy capped twe mer- 
lons of Fort Barbara. Their parties 
were veiy diligent in making gabions 
and fascines ; the former, we imagined, 
were removed, as they were finished, 
to the lints and advanced works, as we 
had observed several behind the fourth 
and fifth branches of the approach. 
This circun^mnee, with their unusual 
activity in coflpleting others, confirmed 
our late intelligence, that they intended 
additional batteries near the St Car- 
los’s. 

The •firing from the garrison now 
exceeded 700 rounds in the 24 hours ; 
and the enemy frequently returned 
800, and sometimes more. Our casual- 
ties consequently began again to be 
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pretty frequent amongst our parties, 
w’hich, in a great measure, was owing 
to the want of prudence in the men, 
w'ho were become so habituated to the 
enemy’s fire as scarcely to regard their 
shot; and in fact if a shell were at 
their feet, it was almost necessary for 
the officers to caution them to avoid its 
effects. It was really wonderful to 
behold with what undaunted coolness 
they persisted in their several occupa- 
tions, though exposed to the enemy’s 
whole artillery ; indeed the generality 
appeared totally callous to every sense 
of danger. •• 

Both sides continued ilidefar^gable in 
their operations. The enemy finished 
two or three merlons in Fort Barbara, 
erected traverses near the tower, in the 
rear of the new communication, and 
were continually bringing large quan- 
tities of fascines, &c. to the lines. On 
the other hand, our engineers caissoned 
the terrace batteries, replaced the sand- 
bags before the merlons of the 
battery, and had parties daily employed 
in repairs. The 30th, a soldier of ti:;.* 
72nd lost his legs by a shot from Fort 
Barbara, from which they continued 
occasionally to fire. He bore amputa- 
tion with prodigious firmness, but diisl 
soon after, through the loss of blood, 
previous to^Jiis being brought to the 
hospital. This fact being represented 
to the governor, the serjeants of the 
different regiments were ordered to at- 
tend the hospital, to be taught by the 
surgeons how to apply the tourniquets ; 
which was afterwards productive of 
very beneficial consequences. Tourni- 
quets were also distributed to the dif- 
ferent gnardSf to be at hand in case of 
necessity. 

The •enemy for several days had 
ifiade very little addition to the new 
communication, and the third return 
appeared still unfinished. A party of 
the enemy Was however discovered 
from Willis's, on the evening of tlie 
1st of October, working to the west of 
the St. Carlos battery ; and they per- 
sisting in their labour, our fire waS in- 
creased from the batteries below, which 
brought on a warm return. At day- 
break we observed, at the extremity of 
the new approach, a large epaulment. 
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of forty-five gabions long, two in height, 
and four or five in breadth. On the 
top were several layers of sand-bags, 
and sand was banked lip to protect it 
in front, it was situated within the 
western place (Varmes of the St. Car- 
los’s battery, towards the beach, in a 
direction forpaing a very obtuse angle 
with the £pont of the above battery. 
Our engineers immediately agreed that 
this epaiilment was intenided for mor- 
tars ; which induced the governor, in 
the course of. the 2nd, to order two 
embrasures (masked at the Old mole 
head, to cover the mortars which we 
usually fired into their, camp) to be 
opened, and two howitzers to be kept 
in action from thence. At night, our 
firing at intervals was so^tonishingly 
brisk, that the whole north front, from 
the rock gun to the Mole head, was 
obscured in smoke. This fire was con- 
tinued, with little intermission, till 
daybreak ; and though the enemy did 
rot return it warmly, they made up for 
their silence the succeeding day. Dur- 
ing the 24 hours they discharged 1263 
rounds, and the preceding day 1948; 
which to us was a proof that they were 
considerably galled by our fire. 

We had observed, for some weeks, 
a party of the enemy erecting a build- 
ing upon an eminence negr tlie stone 
quarry, under the Queen of Spain’s 
Chair, which at length turned out to be 
a signal tower ; but no use was made 
of it till the beginning of this month, 
when we discovered that it was in- 
tended to give information ^o their 
batteries in the lines when our work- 
ing-parties were going up the hill. On 
their marching up, the morning of the 
3rd, a signal was made from the tower, 
and their batteries immediately in- 
cre^ed, their fire on the heights; oU 
their return in the evening, the signal 
was repeated. This practice they con- 
tinued for some time. At night, the 
body of a soldier of the 12th regiment, 
'who attempted to swim to the enemy 
from Waterport, was discovered float- 
ing .near the Repulse prame. The 
sarlors on the watch, imagining some 
large fish had got foul of their cable, 
darted a harpoon into the body, but 
soon found out their mistake. The 


succeeding morning, we observed that 
thefenemy had tlirown up a cover from 
the eastern shoulder of the new battery 
to the western magazine of the St. Car- 
los’s : they also raised a shoulder on the 
western extremity, and erected five tra- 
verses in the rear. 

Our firing, on the 4th, was ordered 
to be diminished ; only Montague’s and 
the hill batteries were kept going: few 
shot were now use^, as the enemy 
seemed to pay little attention to them ; 
and we had ocular proofs daily of tlie 
annoyance from the small shells, which 
immediately made them desist, and get 
under cover. The same day a mutiny 
was discovered on board his Majesty’s 
cutter the Speedwell, Lieut. Gibson ; 
and four of the ringleaders were seized 
and confined. The plan of this con- 
spiracy was to murder the officers of 
the watch, cut the cable, and run away 
with die vessel to Algeziras, where they 
computed she would sell for a handsome 
sum, which was to be equally divided 
amongst the people interested, who were 
then to depart for England. Near 
half the crew were concenied ; and the 
same evening, if the wind continued 
favourable, the scheme was to have 
been put in execution. Happily one of 
the party (I believe a Spanish deserter) 
confessed in time to render the whole 
abortive. It was somewhat singular 
that Mr. Gibson had been so unfor- 
tunate, when in England, as to have the 
cutter •he then commanded run away 
with by the crew into a French port, 
whilst he and his officers were ashore. 

The enemy, on the night of the 4th, 
threw up a line of casks and sand, ex- 
tending upwards of feet in a paral- 
lel line to the front of St Carlos’s. 
Some additions were also made to the 
new battery. The raising of the former 
work induced many to believe that 
they were come at last^to the deter- 
mination of besieging the garrison in 
form ; and that this, with other works 
to be erected, would be the first paral- 
lel of attack. It was a lucky circum- 
stance, in some respects, to have an 
enemy so tardy in their operations. 
Our troops vrere now accustomed, by 
six months’ bombardment, to the dis- 
charge and effect of heavy artillery 
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their firing had pointed out our weak 
places, which tlic govemo'*’ and eilfei- 
ue.ers had been indelatigable in strength- 
ening, so that the garrison was now 
really in a better state of defence than 
at the commencement of the bombard- 
ment. In the nights of tlie 5th and 6th, 
tile parallel, as we caHed tlie line to tlie 
cast, was extended about 100 feet, and 
the new mortar battery raised with 
fiisciues. Small^ traverses were also 
made in the rear of the new approach 
from the fourth branch. 

The gim and mortar boats had now 
been absent some time ; probably ow- 
ing to tlie repairs which the mortar 
boats necessarily demanded. On the 
evening of the 7th they, however, re- 
newed their visit, much earlier than 
was customary, and staid upwards of 
two hours. Their shot seemed all di- 
rected at our prames, whilst their 
shells, the fuses of which were remark- 
ably dark, were thrown ashore. They 
fired about 300 shot and 23 shells, 
killed one of the 73rd, and wounded 
two of the 12th. We returned 43 
shot, 16 grape, and 279 shells. The 
3th, two mortars were mounted in the 
new mortar battery ; and from the 
pickets marked for the platforms, we 
concluded it would mount eight mor- 
tars. In the afternoon a shell fell into 
a house in town, in which Ensign 
Stephens, of the 39th, was sitting ; 
imagining himself not safe where he 
was, he quitted the room to gdt to a 
more secure place ; but just as he passed 
the door the shell burst, and a splinter 
mortally wounded him in the reins, and 
another took off l?is leg. He was con- 
veyed to the hospital, and had suffered 
amputation before the surgeons dis- 
covered die mortal wound in his body. 
He died about seven o’clock, much re- 
gretted as a promising young officer. 

The enemy’s parties appearing nu- 
merous within the new works, our 
firing from the garrison was increased 
on the llth, and was as briskly re- 
turned. The governor, however, or- 
dered *the artillery to be less profuse 
in future, unless some casualty de- 
manded an additional fire; for their 
loss, he was of opinion, bore no pro- 
portion to our ex^nditure. Our small 


shells were also decreasing very fast; 
and the enemy appeared too well 
covered with traverses in the new works 
to be much annoyed by them. The 
succeeding day our fire scarcely ex- 
ceeded a hundred rounds ; and the ene- 
my’s was equally diminished. 

Their naval force before Gibraltar 
at this time was rather insignificant, 
though perfectly sufficient for the block- 
ade. Most of their xebeques had left 
the station, as wc imagined, to block 
up Mahon ; and only one line-of-battle 
ship, one frigate, one xebeque, and two 
bomb-ketches, wHli the small craft and 
gun-boats, remained in the bey. The 
13th, the governor ordered our lower 
batteries to be silent, in order to prove 
whether the enemy could* be diverted 
from firing cm the town, as their bat- 
teries, contrary to the usual practice of 
besiegers, seem'ed to be guided in a 
great measure by ours ; and the man- 
oeuvre had the desired effect. Their 
parties were now employed chiefly in 
finishing the interior part of the new 
mortar battery. 

The garrison, on the 1 5th, fired only 
forty rounds ; and the enemy did not 
exceed double the number. The night 
of the 18th, they were heard hard at 
work; but this circumstance produced 
no additional fire from us, as our artil- 
lery had been limited to a certain 
quantity since the governor ordered 
the firing to decrease. The subsequent 
morning we observed they had erected 
a battery, of six embrasures, joining 
the second branch of the new com- 
munication, and bearing on Waterport 
and the town, about 12U0 yards from 
the Grand battery ; only four merlons 
appeared finished; the other three 
were in a rude state, with a number of 
ffiscines, pickets, and planks lying about 
the work, and at the debouchure of the 
fourth branch. The governor, in the 
morning of thq 19th, ordered a warm 
fire on the new battery, which the enemy 
instantly returned. One of our car- 
casses set fire to the first branch of the 
new approach, and it burnt for some 
time. The following morning we 
found they had removed the sand to 
extinguish the fire, and displaced 
many of the fascines, which, with other 
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materials, were lying in a confused 
manner in the vicinity of the breach. 

The night of the 20th, we were 
visited by the gun-boats; but their 
stay was much shorter than usual, 
owing to the springing up of a brisk 
easterly vrind ; one of their shells 
slightly wounded Assistant -engineer 
Evans. This attack, we imagined, was 
intended to engage our attention from 
the land side, where the enemy were 
heard busily at work ; it had not, how- 
ever, that effect, as our batteries di- 
rected an additional fire, and continued 
it. the whole night. 'At daybreak we 
found they h*ad repaired the breach 
made by the fire, and strengthened the 
merlons of their gun battery with 
gabions and 'sand beaped.up in front. 

The situation of this battery afforded 
a more serious appearance than any 
operations yet undertaken by the ene- 
my. Colonel Tovey, the commandant 
of artillery, therefore recommended to 
the governor to open upon it, without 
loss of time, from such heavy guns and 
howitzers as might be soon brought to 
boar upon it; assisted, at the same 
time, with some thirteen-inch shells, and 
a few rtd-hot shot from an eighteen- 
pouiider or two. The following morn- 
ing the enemy ‘had almost completed 
tllie battery; the governoic -was there- 
fore induced to comply with the repre- 
sentation of Colonel Tovey, and ordered 
the upper batteries, &c. to be opened 
on the enemy’s works, and to continue 
to fire from his direction. About four 
o’clock in the afternoon of the 22nd 
(a captain and two subalterns, with the 
artillery picket, manning the lower 
batteries) the firing C/Ommenced, and 
was continued with unremittiug spirit 
and regularity the remainder of the 
evening and night. The enemy, ifi 
return, discharged repeated volleys from 
their lines; but to little purpose. Our 
artillery soon drove them from the 
battery, which frequently was on 
fire by the carcasses, but extinguished. 
On the morning of the 23rd we had 
tlie itiortification to find, that, notwith- 
sta’uding the heavy fire kept up on it in 
the night, five of the embrasures were 
masked with* saud-bags, to enable the 
whole better to resist the effect of our 


shells. The work was nevertheless 
coilsiderablj damaged, though not in a 
degree equal to our expense in am- 
munition. The firing at noon w'as 
therefore ordered to cease, as we had 
expended 1590 shot, 530 shells (most 
of a heavy nature), 10 carcasses, and 
2 light balls. It must appear almost 
incredible, that a battery at such a dis- 
tance should be able to resist such 
heavy ordnance, without being levelled 
to the ground ; but indeed few works 
were ever erected so strong and com- 
pact. The St. Carlos’s battery was 
silent the whole time; and from the 
lines they returned 1012 shot and 302 
shells. Our loss was not very great ; 
but on the enemy’s side, many were 
observed to fall, and several to be 
carried into the lines ; their gallantr} , 
we may therefore imagine, cost them 
dear. 

The succeeding night they repaired 
the damage done by our fire, and 
erected two traverses in the rear of the 
gun battery ; it is probable they were 
working also on the platforms; and 
during the two follow'ing nights they 
strengthened it with other additions. 
The 25th the enemy’s fire was rather 
singular. In the afternoon, about 
nine, tlieir bat^ries, for near an hour 
and a half, discharged repeated salvos 
from both cannon and mortars; not 
directing their fire to any particular 
object, but scattering their shot in every 
directibn towards the garrison, and 
bursting the shells principally in the 
air. I» the afternoon, about three, thfe 
mode of firing was repeated, and con- 
tinued nearly the j^rae time. The 
26th, Lieutenant Vicars, of the 56th, 
was slightly wounded in the lines. 

The night of tlie 29th, a brisk can- 
nonade was heard tow^ards the west; 
and soon after, by the moon, we dis- 
covered a cutter engaging a frigate, a 
xebeque, and several gun-boats. The 
cutter answered a signal made by the 
Brilliant at the commencement of the 
action, by which we knew her to be a 
friend. After the engagement had 
continued very warm for a consider- 
able time, the firing ceased, and she 
was obliged to submit to so superior a 
force. The succeeding night, tlie Uni- 
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corn cutter, arrived, and four boats from 
Faro ; the former informedps, that 4*ie 
parted company with several cutters 
bound for Giliraltar. The fruit, &c. 
brought in the Portuguese boats, was 
immediately purchased by the gover- 
nor, for the use of the sick in the 
hospitals; and soinet)f the crew were 
confined, being suspected to come as 
spies. The 3 1st, the enemy^s engineers 
were observed pricing pickets to the 
westward of the six-gun batterj"; ap- 
parently with a view of extending that 
work. Since our last attack upon it, 
the firing on both sides was much 
diminished. In the course of the 
month, three men deserted from the 
garrison. 

The night of the 2nd of November, 
the signal was made for the approach 
of the enemy's gun and mortar boats, 
which for some time had not paid us 
the regular visits they formerly did; 
owing, as I have remarked before, to 
the repairs which the boats must neces- 
sarily demand ; but the Vanguard and 
Repulse prames firing several shot, they 
retired. The 3rd, the F’ortune prame, 
mounting five twenty -six pounders, 
was towed out, and moored to the 
southward of the Vanguard. The 
next day, about seven the evening, 
13 gun and 6 mortar boats fired briskly 
uj)on the garrison, seconded by the 
lines ; they stayed near an hour and a 
half, and threw a vast number of shells ; 
but few were directed towards our 
camp. Lieutenant .John Frazer, of the 
73rd, had his leg shot off on Monta- 
gue’s bastion ; and Lieutenant Edgar, 
of tlie 5Cth, was grounded with splin- 
ters of stones. Two of the 58th and 
73rd were likewise wounded. The 
enemy continued, on the Gth and 7th, 
to make some few alterations, and col- 
lect fascines, ^bions, and other mate- 
rials at their lines, and various parts 
of the approaches. The parallel they 
Also' stren^hened; but the six-gun 
battery still remained masked with 
saud-bags. 

As It appeared of greater conse- 
quence, at this period, to annoy the 
enemy from the Queen’s battery at the 
Old mole head, which formed an excel- 
lent cross-fire with the other batteries, 


than to fire into tiieir camp, the mor- 
tars used for the latter purpose were 
removed, and the masked embrasures 
at the extremity, with two others ad- 
joining, were ordered to be opened, 
and so altered as to admit of four 
howitzers bearing on the new battery. 
During the night of the’ 11th, the 
enemy erected an additional battery of 
six embrasures, westward of the other, 
where the pickets were observed at the 
close of last month. This work was 
retired a few yards, but -jorned the ex- 
tremity of the shoulder of the old bat- 
tery, and extended almost in the same 
direction towai-ds the beach. It ap- 
peared very strong, and seemed to be 
intended against the Old mole head 
and Waterport. • 

During the might of the 12th, many 
signals were made in the Gut and 
along the coasts In the morning we 
observed a cutter standing for the bay : a 
xebeque and three gun-boats athmipted 
to intercept her, hut she got in without 
firing a gun. She was called the Phee- 
nix, and was laden, on government ac- 
count, with ordnance stores. Colonel 
J?oss, who had left the garrison some 
months before, was a passenger, and 
returned to take the command of his 
regiment, the 72nd, or Itoyal Manches- 
ter Voluntoers. The lieutenant who 
commanded the cutter, informed us 
that he parted company with tw'o 
others, destined for the garrison, on 
the 1 1th; at which time one of them 
was engaged with two of the enemy’s 
cruisers.* In the afternoon some sig- 
nals were made at Algeziras; and a 
cutter was observed standing in for 
the bay, chased by a frigate ; whence 
we consequently concluded it must be 
one of the two mentioned by the Phoe- 
nix. At this time several gun-hoats 
were cruising off’ Cabrita Point and at 
the entrance of the bay, waiting to in- 
tercept her. 'Ip the Straits the wund 
was W., but N. W. in the bay, and not 
very strong. About six in the evening 
she came up with the gun-boats and an 
armed xebeque : a smart engagement 
immediately commenced. Whilst she 
was retarded by these, a second division 
of gun-boats from Algoziius cut her 
off from the garrison ; and the frigate 
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coming up, after a most vigorous and 
resolute resistance, she struck. When 
she first appeared, six barges were or- 
dered from our frigates to assist her, 
and a signal was hoisted on board the 
Brilliant, which she answered. The 
boats rowed out a considerable way, 
and, the evening being dark, found 
tlieniselves amongst the enemy^s gun- 
boats, from whom, with some difficulty, 
they extricated themselves. The sub- 
sequent morning we had the mortifi- 
cation to sec the cutter towed into Al- 
geziras by five* gun-boats, with colours 
flying, and other majrks of exultation 
and triumpli.. 

The enemy about this time adopted 
tlie mode of cutting the fuses of their 
shells, so that myst of them which 
were fired for a long ranj^e burst in the 
air. They continued their practice of 
making signals at the tower above the 
Quarry, whenever our parties were as- 
sembled, or appeared at work : and 
the shot were in general better directed 
than before; but their effects against 
the works were considerably weakened 
by pieces of junk hung over the mer- 
lons of the batteries. Our workmen 
were chiefly employed at Willis's, in 
repairing the Tower battery, &c., and 
at the Old mple. Other detachments 
w^ere also engaged in various duties on 
the north front. The 'night of the 
1 5th, the enemy lengthened the paral- 
lel considerably, and, the succeeding 
night, made further additions. In the 
forenoon of tlie Kith, a long-ranged 
shell, from the St. Carlos’s battery, 
bunst in the air over Hardy lowii, and 
a splinter of it flew into the sea, be- 
yond Buena Vista, a distance of more 
than tJiree miles. Another shell fell, 
in the course of the morning, at the 
foot of a wine-house, south of the bai- 
racks ; and several burst high in the 
air over South shed. We attributed 
tliese uncommon long ranges to the 
force of the wind, which, blowing in 
the same direction in which the shells 
were thrown, undoubtedly increased 
theiv velocity. Mr. Tinling, assistant- 
engineer, was wounded the same day 
at Willis’s. A boat arrived on the 
18th from Faro : the crew were sepa- 
rately examined, before they w'erc per- 


mitted the liberty of the garrhson. 
The patrocL of this boat informed us, 
that seven /cutters, destined for Gib- 
raltar, had been taken by the Spa- 
niards. 

Two deserters came in, about seven 
in the evening of the 20th ; one a cor- 
poral, the other private in the Walon 
guards. 7’he former appeared to be 
very intelligent, and informed us of 
many circumstances# with which we 
were not before acquainted. The new 
mortar battery, he said, was called Sv 
Paschal’s ; and corroborated our intel- 
ligence, that it mounted tw'o mortars 
and six elevated guns. The two six- 
gim batteries were named St. Martin’s. 
He further acquainted us, that the 
camp was principally composed of mi- 
litia regiments: that the men were 
much dissatisfied with their situation, 
and greatly harassed in raising the ad- 
ditional batteries : that they hud suf- 
fered lately very severe losses from our 
fire ; particularly instancing the 22iid 
and 23rd of the preceding month, when 
7 officers and 80 men were killed and 
wounded. One of the latter was an 
engineer of rank, who died three days 
afterwards. We had remarked, in the 
course of the above firing, an officer to 
be particularly active, which w'e now 
found to be this engineer : he braved, 
for a considerable time, the dangers of 
the day, but at length fell, and was 
carried off. This deserter gave the 
governor further information, respect- 
ing the strength and arrangement of 
their guards; and the next morning 
was conducted to Willis’s, where he 
described to him various pai’ts of the 
enemy’s works and flamp. It had al- 
ways been customary for the governor 
to detain the deserters at the convent 
a few days, till he was sufficiently in- 
formed of every particular ; but these 
he immured so close, that, excepting 
some general information, the garrison 
had an opportunity of learning but 
few circumstances, till an event took 
place, which will presently be related. 

The firing from both sides varied as 
objects offered. Many of the enemy’s 
shells ranged as far as the South bar- 
racks ; and others, agreeably to their 
newly-adopted plan, burst in the air 
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The morning of the 22nd, a soldier of 
the r)8th regiment, who had been missiiig ' 
several days, was seen to go into Port 
Barbara, ft-om behind the rock. The 
following day the enemy mounted guns 
in the St. Martin’s battery ; and a party 
was employed in completing the six 
eastern embrasures, ^which were now 
unmasked. We kept upon them our 
usual fire of small shells from Willis’s 
and the upper baU^ries ; but the lower 
ordnance were silent. In the course 
of the day the governor reconnoitred 
the enemy’s works ; and it was reported 
that all the batteries were to be again 
opened upon them, as soon as the four 
embrasures for the howitzers, at the 
Old mole head, were completed. 

The night of the 23rd, the besiegers 
added to the parallel a return of cask- 
work to the west: it appeared very 
slight and trifling. The two succeed- 
ing days, their parties were very ac- 
tive in finishing the batteries, which, 
on the 2flth, exhibited a perfect and 
formidable appearance. This was 
the crisis which the governor con- 
sidered as proper to frustrate all their 
immediate views, by destroying these 
stupendous works, the construction of 
which had cost them such immense la- 
bour and expense. By the deserters 
who came in on the 20th instant, he 
was acquainted with the inactivity 
which prevailed throughout the ene- 
my’s camp, and with the strength of 
their advanced guards. Lulled into 
security by their superiority of force, 
they never suspected the garriseva capa- 
ble of attempting so bold and hazard- 
ous a coup-de-main. The governor, 
however, secretly conceived this im- 
portant design, and never imparted his 
intention till the evening in which it 
was put in execution. 

The gates were no sooner shut, after 
first gun-firing, on the evening of the 
2()th, than he ordered a considerable 
detachment to assemble on the Red- 
sands at midnight, with devils, fire- 
faggots, and working implements, to 
make a sortie on the enemy’s batteries. 
The general, field, and other officers 
to be employed on this seivice, were 
convened in the interim, and the dis- 
position of attack communicated ; but, 


lest some matters might have escaped 
him in the multiplicity of arrangements, 
the governor desired every person to 
propose, without restraint, whatever 
would, in his or their opinion, further 
promote the success of the enterprise. 
The following are the heads of the 
orders issued on this occasion. 

“ Evening Garrison Orders, 

“ Gibraltar, Nov. 26, 1781. 

“ Countersign, Steady. 

“All the grenadiers and light in- 
fantry of the garsison, and all the men 
of the 12 til ^nd Hardonberg’' regi- 
ments, officers, and non-commissioned 
officers now on duty, to be immediately 
relieved, and Join tjieir regiments : txi 
form a dctacxmenV consisting of the 
1 2th and Hardenberg’s regiments com- 
plete, the grenadiers and light-infantry 
of all the other regiments (which are 
to lie completed to their full establish- 
ment from the battalion companies) ; 
1 captain, 3 lieutenants, 10 non-com- 
missioned officers, and 1 00 artillery 
and 3 engineers, 7 officers, and 12 
non-commissioned officers overeecrs, 
with 160 workmen from the line, 
and 40 workmen from the artificer 
company. JOach maa to have 36 
rounds of ammunition, with a good 
flint in his piece, and another in his 
pocket. No drums to go out, except- 
ings two with each of the regiments. 
N5^ volunteers will be allowed. The 
whole to be commanded by l^rigadier- 
Geueral,Uoss ; and to assemble on the 
IJed sands at twelve o’clock this night, 
to make a sortie upon the enemy’s bat- 
U*ries. The .39th and 58th regiments 
to parade at the same hour on the Grand 
parade, under the command of Briga- 
dier-General Picton, to sustain the 
sortie if necessary.” 

These were the principal orders for 
forming the detachment. At midnight 
the whole werb assembled, and being 
joined by 100 sailors, commanded by 
Lieuts. Muckle and Campbell, R.N., 
the detachment was divided into three 
columns, agreeably to the following 
disposition. 
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Left <U)lumn. 
Lieut.'Col. Trig«;e. 


G. ft. tl. r. ff f. 

72im 1 gretiaiUers 4 5 0 101 

72iid It. int'autry 4 5 0 JOl 

Artillery .... 1 4 0 35 

I2th reiriment 26 28 2 430 

58th It. iulantry 3 3 0 57 


Centre Column. 
Lieut.-(J() 1 . DacliHnliausen 
and Major Maiwell. 
The Reserve. 

o. s.r.^f. 

39th jjTenadiers 3 3 57 
39th It. infantry 3 3 57 
73rd grenadiers 4 5 101 
73rd It. infantry 4 5 lol 
Engineer with ) g 14 , 5 ^ 
workmen . . j* » laO 

Artillery 2 4 40 

56 th grenadier 3 3 67 
58th grenadiers 3 3 57 


Right Column. 
Lieut. -Cul. Hugo. 


0 . 8. d. r.Htf, 


Roilen’s grena- 7 q 
dit'rs .... 5 

7 0 

71 

La Motte’s gre- ) « 
nadiers. ... 3 

7 0 

71 

Engineer with 7 . 
workmen. . . 3 ^ 

6 0 

50 

Artillery .... 1 

2 0 

25 

Hardenbtirtf’s 7 q. 

regimeuf. , ? ^ - 

296 

56th It. infantry 3 

3 0 

57 


41 48 2 824 1 28 40 620 | 30 59 2 570 


In these colwmns, Brijjadier Boss, and several officers who accompanied him 
as aides-de-camp, are not included, which will explain the difference betwx'en 
them and the annexed summary of the whole force of the garrison at this time. 


Total out with the sortie 

Sick in hosjiital 0 0 0 

Uemaiuing in garrison 

Total strength of the 
garrison before the 
sortie 


4* 


nS * • . 



^ s 

rt ^ 3 

§ « 15 

•s-r 2 - 

Of 

B 

c3 

lil't 

■5 rJ' ^ 
.2 c J 

M M U 

c se ^ .i. 

£ 

- 1 ; O'/j pie, CO 

B 

Q 

a 

a 

Pi 

1 3 3 26 

60 14 0 

3 0 0 2 147 

4 1914 J 

0 0 0 1 

1 1 0 

0 0 0 0 28 

6 

557 

5 5 5 45 

71 31 3 

7 8 9 14 266 181 

25.>1 

6 8 8 78 132 46 3 10 8 9 16 441 191 5002 


f E.\clusive of the sailors 
X from the frigates. 


Total strength, 5952, 


The detachment being formed in 
three lines, the right column in the 
rear, and the left in the front, tools for 
ileiuolishiug the works w^»re* delivered 
to the workmen, and the following di- 
rections for their d(*stination communi- 
cated to the principal officers. 

“ The riglit column to lead and 
inarch tlirough Forties’s harrier, for the 
extremity of the parallel ; keeping the 
easUn’n fences of the gardens close on 
their left. The centre immediately to 
follow, marching through‘13ay-side bar- 
rier, and directing their route through 
tlie gardens for the mortar baClterie|. 
The left column to bring up the rear, 
marching along the strand for the gun 
batteries. No person to advance before 
the front, unless ordered by the officer 
commanding the column : and the 
most profound silence to be observed, 
as tl\e success of the enterprise may de- 
pend thereon. The 12th and Hardeu- 
berg’s regiments to form in front of the 
works, as sustaining corps ; and are to 
detach to the right and left, as occasion 


may require. The resen^e to take 
post in the farthest gardens. When 
the works are carried, the attacking 
troops are to take up their ground in 
the following mariner. The grenadiers 
of Keden’s and I.a Motte’s behind the 
parallcd ; the 39th and 73rd flank com- 
panies* along the front of the fourth 
branch; and the 72nd grenadiers and 
light itifantry with their riglit to the 
fourth branch, and left to the beach.” 

By the time tlie destination of the 
columns was made known to the differ- 
ent officers, and other arrangements had 
taken place, the morning of the 27th 
was far advanced; and as the moon 
had then nearly finished her nightly 
course, the detachment, about a quarter 
before three o’clock, began its march, 
by files from the right of the rear line 
for the attack. Although nothing 
could exceed the silence and attention 
of the troops, the enemy's advanced 
sentries discovered the right column 
before they passed Forbes's barrier, 
and after challenging, fired upon them. 
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Lieut.-Col. Huffo, finding tliey were 
alarmed, immediately formed the ^at- 
tacking corps, and pushed in at a brisk 
pace for the extremity of the parallel ; 
there finding no opposition, he took 
possession, and the pioneers began to 
dismantle the works. Part of Harden- 
berg’s regiment, whieh was attached to 
tills column, mistook the route of the 
grenadiers, owing to the darkness of 
the morning; in pursuing their 
own, found themselves, before they dis- 
covered their error, in front of the St 
Carlos’s battery. In this dilemma, no 
other alternative offered but pressing 
forwards, which they gallantly did, 
after receiving the enemy’s fire. Upon 
mounting the parapet, the enemy pre- 
cipitately retreated, and with great dif- 
ficulty they descended the stupendous 
work, forming with their left to tlie 
tower. They were thus situated, 
when Lieut.-Col. Dachenliausen, at the 
head of the d9th flank companies, en- 
tered the St. Carlos’s battery, and na- 
turally mistaking them for his oppo- 
nents, fired, and wounded several’. Fur- 
ther mischief was however prevented 
by the countersign; and the Hano- 
verians joined the remainder of their 
corps, which now formed eii poteiice, in 
front of the parallel. The 73rd flank 
companies were equally successful in 
tlieir attacks ; and Lieut.-Col, Trigge, 
with the grenadiers, and light company 
of the 72iid regiment, carried the gun 
batteries with great gallantry,* The 
ardour of the assailants was irresistible. 
Tlie enemy on every side gav^e way, 
abandoning in an instant, and with the 
utmost precipitation, those works which 
had cost them sb much expense, and 
employed so many months to perfect. 

When our troops had taken possies- 
sioii, tlie attacking corps formed, agree- 
ably to their orders, to repel any 
attempt which the enemy might make 
to prevent the destruction of the works, 
whilst the 12th regiment took post in 
front of the St. Carlos’s battery, to sus- 
tain the western attack ; and the re- 
serv-e, under Major Maxwell, drew up 
in tlie farther gai-dens. The exertions 
of the workmen and artillery were 
wou<lerful. The batteries were soon in 
a state for the fire-faggots to operate ; 


and the flames spread with astonishing 
rapidity into every part. The column 
of fire and smoke which rolled from 
the works, beautifully illuminated the 
troops and neighbouring objects, form- 
ing altogether a ooup-d’ueil not possible 
to be described. 

In an hour the object of the sortie 
was fully effected; aud trains being 
laid to the magazines. Brigadier Ross 
ordered the advanced corps to with- 
draw, and the sustaining regiments to 
cover their retreat : but, by some over- 
sight, the barrier at Forbes’s was 
locked, after the* flank companies had 
returned ; wh\ch might havo proved of 
serious consequences to Haidenberg’s 
regiment, as they were, from that cir- 
cumstance, uqder tfie necessity of fol- 
lowing the '12th .regiment through 
Bay-side barrier.* 

Several small quantities of powder 
took fire whilst the detachment was on 
its retreat ; and just as the rear had got 
within the garrison, the principal ma- 
gazine blew up with a tremendous ex- 
plosion; throwing up vast pieces of 
timber, which, falling into the flames, 
added to the general conflagration. 
Although the enemy must have been 
early alarmed, not the smallest effort 
was made to save or avenge their w'orks. 
The fugitiyes seemed to communicate 
a panic to the whole ; and, instead of 
annoying our troops from the flunking 
forts, their artillery directed a ridicu- 
lous fire towards the town and our 
upper batteries, whence we continued a 
warm j^nd well-served discharge of 
round shot on their forts and bariier. 
Only 2 officers and Hi privates were 
taken prisoners; and little opposition 
being made, very few were killed 
in the, works. The guard, from the 
best information, consisted of one cap- 
tain, three subalterns, and 74 privates, 
including the artillery. 

Thus was this important attack exe- 
cuted beyond the most sanguine expec- 

• It was not a littlo singular, that, these two 
regiments, wliich at the mennnahJe battle of 
Miiiden liad' fou^^ht by each oflier's side, and. 
acconling to tlie natural course of events, 
could never expect to meet ajjalri, sliould Iw 
employed a second time on the same occasion, 
and be the only entire regiments out. 
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tations of CTcry one. The event chal- 
lenges greater admiration, when we 
reflect that the batteries were distant 
near three-quarters of a mile from the 
garrison, and only within a few hun- 
dred yards of a besieging enemy’s 
lines, mounting 135 pieces of heavy 
artillery. 

The detacliment had four privates 
killed; Lieut. Tweedic, of the 12th 
regiment, with 24 non-commissioned 
and privates, wounded ; and one miss- 
ing, supposed to. be left wounded on the 
batteries. Of this numl)er, Harden- 
bcrg’s regiment had two killed and 12 
wounded. The ordnance^ spiked in the 
enemy’s works amounted to 10 13-iuch 
mortars, and 18 26-pounders. 

General Eliott’s apxiet};on the occa- 
sion would not permit hiril to wait the 
issue within the garrison; but, ac- 
quainting the lieutenant-governor witli 
his intention, he accompanied the sortie, 
and expressed the highest approbation 
of their behaviour by the following 
public orders : that “ the bravery and 
conduiJt of the whole detachment, offi- 
cers, sailors, and soldiers, on the glo- 
rious occasion, surpassed liis utmost ac- 
knowledgments.” 

Although the attack was not totally 
exempted from those little derange- 
ments which naturally attend pight ex- 
peditions of this nature, *yet, to the 
honour of the whole, neither musket, 
working-tool, nor other implement, was 
left behind : a volunteer indeed of the 
73rd regiment lost his kilt in the attack, 
which the governor being acquainted 
with, .promised him a substitute in 
return; and not long afterwards pre- 
sented him with a commission in an es- 
tablished corps. When our troops en- 
tered the batteries, the written report 
of the commanding officer was found in 
one of the splinter-proofs, which, when 
the guard was relieved, was intended i 


to have been sent to the Spanish ge- 
neral. ^'ho report expressed, that 
“ nothing extraordinary had happened,” 
which, it must be acknowledged, the 
captain had been a little premature in 
writing. 

Before the detachment returned from 
the neutral ground, Lieut.-Col. Tovey, 
of the artillery, died. He was su(> 
ceeded by Major Lewis in the com- 
mand of that department. 

The night of the 27th, the enemy 
were alarmed with an explosion in the 
ruins of their batteries; and imme- 
diately directed a smart discharge of 
musketry, with round and grape-shot, 
toward the spot. We imagined they 
suspected that we had made a second 
sally, to finish the destruction of what 
remained; and their error probably 
w'ould hawe continued some time, had 
they not been undeceived by our throw- 
ing a shell amongst the ruins; after 
which they instantly ceased. By the 
number of lights seen in their camp, 
we had reason to conclude that their 
army a^embled on the alarm. ITie 
enemy had not yet thought proper to 
take any measures toward extinguish- 
ing the fiames, but avenged themselves 
by a brisk cannonade upon the town. 
In their camp several men were exe- 
cuted, who probably might be some of 
the unfortunate actors in the late dis- 
grace. The 30th, their batteries con- 
tinued burning in five different places : 
when tlifcy ceased to smoke,- the works 
seemed completely destroyed ; nothing 
but heajjs of sand remaining. Five 
dismounted mortars could be seen in 
the St. Carlos’s battery from the sum- 
mit of the rock ; one ^n also in St. 
Paschal’s, and three in the St. Martin’s. 
At night we fired several rounds of 
grape at their horse-patroles, which, 
since their late misfortune, appeared 
more numerous than before. 
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• CHAPTER VI. 

Tlie Spaniards determine to restore their batteries— Establish several defensive posts— Repair 
their works, bnt are considerably retarded by the garrison— Description of a new invented 
depressing guif carriage— Gallant behaviour of the Mercury, ordnance-ship — The Vernon 
store-ship arrives with several gnn-boats, in frames; also the Cerberus and Apollo frigates, 
with a reinforcement of men — Singular quality of quick sight in two boys belonging to the 
garrison— Spaniards resolve to make a vigorous attack upon Gibralbir, under the command 
of the Due de Crillon— Begin to convert large vessels i'lto be^tering-ships. at Algeziras— 
A party of Corsicans arrive, and otTer to act as volunteers in the garrison during he siege 
— Enemy’s army reinforced — Unfortunate accident in a magazine at Willis’s — A strong re- 
inforcement of French troops joins the enemy’s army — ^The Dnc de (^illon assumes the 
command of the combined forces; and the besiegers’ batteries for some time are silent. 


The Spaniards for s<?verak days ap- 
peared totally at a loss how to act after 
their recent disgrace. Their batteries 
continued in dames, nor were any at- 
tempts made to extinguish the fire. In 
the be^nning of December, however, 
the^ seemed as if suddenly roused from 
their reverie; upwards of 1000 men 
were at work making fascines, &c., for 
which purpose large quantities of brush- 
wood were collected from the country. 
From these operations we concluded, 
tJiat they were resolved to restore their 
works, when sufficient materials were 
prepared. 

The 1st of December, a flag of truce 
brought letters from the English pri- 
soners lately captured in the cutters 
bound to the garrison. No^a syllable 
was mentioned by the Spanish officer 
of the late transaction; nor did he 
even inquire 'whether we had taken 
any prisoners. As we had observed 
the enemy to post strong guards in 
tlie stone guard-houses on the neutral 
ground, particularly in the centre one, 
the governor ordered the artillery to 
endeavour to dislodge them. Answers 
were returned, on the 2nd, to the 
letters brought the preceding day ; let- 
ters also were sent from the prisoners 
taken in the sortie to their friends in 
camp. The Spanish officer, on receiv- 
ing Hhe letters, appeared much sur- 
prised, put them in his pocket, but was 
silent; and the boats parted. One of 


the officers taken prisoner was the 
Baron Von Helmstadt, an ensign in 
the Walon guards, with the rank of 
captain : the other was Don Vincente 
Freese, a lieutenant of artillery. The 
baron was dangerously wounded in the 
knee, and, not without many intreaties, 
submitted to amputation. When the 
surgeons first informed him that this 
operation was absolutely unavoidable, 
he resolutely opposed it; amputation, 
he said, very seldom succeeded in 
Spain ; besides, he was then betrothed 
in marriage to a lady, and would rather 
risk his life than present himself before 
her with only one leg. The governor, 
being told this determination, immedi- 
ately visited the baron, and used every 
arguy^ent to persuade him to comply. 
His mistress, the general said, must 
undoubtedly esteem him the more for 
the honourable wound which he had 
received id the service of his country ; 
and, as to the operation being fatal, he 
might almost assure himself of a cer- 
tain recovery, since, in tlie many simi- 
lar cases which had occurred in the 
garrison during the siege, our surgeons 
had been generally successful ; and to 
convince him by ocular proof, or- 
dered > several mutilated convalescents 
into the room. This generous atten- 
tion of the governor had a poFerful 
effect on the baron, who, no longer able 
to resist his importunities, at length 
consented to the operation. The enemy, 
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the night of the 3rd, repaired the da- | 
mage done to the third branch of ap- 
proach ; and did some trifling work at 
the fourth branch. The next day a 
flag of truce from the enemy brought 
letters of thanks from the Spanish 
general, Don Martin Alvarez, and the 
Walon guards, to the governor, for 
the humanity shown to the prisoners 
taken in the liatteries. In the boat 
came some poultry for the wounded 
baron ; also clothes and money for the 
officers. Their, guards in the lines 
now appeared to be about 800 infantry, 
with 100 artillery; besides 60 or 70 
cavalry for patroles. ^^he governor, 
on the 5th, ordered that “ no officer of 
the line, commanding at a post, should 
interfere in the mo(kJ of leading, point- 
ing, or firing the cannon. If at any 
time he judged it necessary to fire 
upon the enemy, he was to point out 
the object to the artillery, and submit 
it to their opinion, whether it was 
practicable or not.” The morning of 
the 7th, a cutter appeared from the 
west, and, after an obstinate action with 
the enemy’s gun-boats, was obliged to 
strike, hi this engagement we ob- 
served that the enemy had made some 
alterations in the construction of their 
boats, which before would not allow 
the guns to be depressed. 

Notwithstanding our firt;, the enemy 
seemed determined to establish them- 
selves at the centre stone guard-house, 
round which, on the night of the 7tli, 
tliey made a trench, and also lined 
with fascines part of the fourthjiiraneh 
of approach. Our firing continued to 
vary as their operations were more or 
less noticed; in the day we directed 
it principally to parties observed near 
the tower, and at night to the centre 
guard-house; against which they had* 
heaped up sand, and continued every 
evening to make other additions. — The 
garrison at this period was»so extremely 
sickly, that a hundred hien were cur- 
tailed from the working parties; and 
the officers’ servants, with others who 
usually were exempted from these 
duties, were ordered to assist, to lessen 
the fatigue of their comrades. Near 
700 were at ^his time on our hospital 


lists.--The Unicorn cutter sailed, in 
the Jiight of* the 1 2th, with dispatches 
for iilngland^, and the following even- 
ing, the Pheenix, with duplicates. 

The operations of the enemy seemed 
now entirely defensive. The western 
stone guard-house on the beach was 
unroofed in the same manner as the 
centre guard-house) and strengthen^ 
with sand; with a trench dug round 
at some distance in •the front We 
imagined that strong guards were sta- 
tioned every night at these posts, to 
protect their remaining works. The 
evening of the 16th, about ten o’clock, 
one of the enemy’s advanced sentries, 
near Bay-side, fired his musket ; which 
was taken up by others in the gardens, 
and the alarm spread to the lines, and 
thence to the camp. Lights were iu>- 
mediately observed moving about, and 
the drums beat to arms. After some 
hours* conftision they were calm and 
quiet. Their works, particularly the 
St. Paschal’s battery, continued to 
smoke in several places, on the 18th. 
No ordnance could now be seen in any 
of the batteries : their fire was rather 
smart, but no particular object seemed 
to eiipige their notice. 

Brigadiers Ross and Green were ap- 
pointed, in the orders of the 20th, to 
be major-generals in the army; and 
the next evening General Ross sailed 
in a boat for Faro, on his return to 
England. General Green some time 
afterwards received a letter of service, 
and lieutenant Holloway, his brigade- 
major, Mias appointed his aide-de-camp. 
I’he same day a flag of truce brought 
over several letters, witli money and 
clothes for the prisoners. At night, 
the enemy extended the fourth branch 
in the same direction, toward tlie 
western stone guard-house; and seve- 
ral pickets were driven, and fascines 
laid in the ruins of the batteries, in 
order to retain the sand, and prevent 
it being washed doMm hy the rains. 
The night of the 23rd they raised an 
epaulment on the top of the centre 
guard-house, and finished the first liiic 
of tlie new approach from the fourth 
branch. 

Two soldiers of HardeuKwg's and 
u 2 
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the 72nd regiment, on the 25th, at- 
tempted to desert bv it rope f^om 
Mount Misery : the former got down, 
though the rope broke ; which accident 
was the cause of the latter being re- 
taken. A few days after, a sergeant 
of the artificei’s was orderc'd to recoi - 
,poitre the place where this deserter 
descended ; and he got down far 
enough to discover the unfortunate 
man dashed to pieces at the foot of the 
precipice. The night of the 27th the 
enemy made several additions to the 
centre guard-house. The Baron Von 
Helmstadt being dangerously ill about 
tliis perioil (not in consequence of the 
amputation he had undergone, hut 
from some inward malady), flags of 
truce were daily passing and ropassing 
to inform his friends of his dangerous 
situation. The 28th, the baron died ; 
and the following day his lw)dy was 
carried to the New mole, accompanied 
by the grenadiers of the 12th regiment, 
with the usual honours of war, where 
two barges waited to convey it to the 
enemy’s camp. The governor, and 
principal officers in the garrison, with 
Don Vincente, attended the ceremony. 
The fowls and other refreshments sent 
by his friends, with the money not used 
by the baron in his sickness, were also 
returned, to the most minute article. 

The enemy, on the night of the 30th, 
added to tlie trench in front of the centre 
guard-house, which, a few evenings be- 
fore, they had altered from its*^6riginal 
form. Our engineers the same night 
erected a blind of canvas, &c.,»*in front 
of Princess Anne’s battery (Willis’s), 
which the engineers afterwards cais- 
soned, when their fire became less 
W'arm on this new object. Another 
was afterwards placed before the Prin- 
cess Amelia's, for the same purpose. 
The materials with which the works at 
the northward were now repaired, 
were collected from the coal-ships that 
had been run ashore in the New mole 
after Admiral Darby’s departure. The 
sides of these vessels were cut up, under 
the direction of the engineers, into large 
solid pieces, of such form and dimen- 
sion as the purpose dictated to which 
they were to be applied. Of these ma- 


terials the batteries at W^illis's were at 
this time formed; the angle.s being 
connected and st^cured by strong knees 
and bolts having transverse pieces 
within, which were also kneed. When 
the caissons for the merlons were thus 
framed, they were filled in the front 
with layers of junk, and sand-bags be- 
hind. The height of the merlons was 
between ten and eleven feet ; and the 
upper parts were supported by strong 
beams across the embrasures, fonning 
hoods (as the engineers called them) over 
the muzzles of the cannon : these hoods 
were thre? feefr deep, and extended 
about six feet in length over the em- 
brasures ; by which improvements the 
guns were preserved from being broken 
by the shells in their descent, and the 
artillery-men on duty were well co- 
vered. The solid construction of these 
new works, antt the adoption of a simi- 
lar mode in repairing the other defences 
of the garrison, will account, in a great 
measure, for the general casualiies of the 
troops not Ixjing so numerous as might 
otherwise be expected ; and, to evince 
the permanence of them, no other proof, 
I imagine, need be adduced, than that 
upward of 100 shot-holes have been 
plugged up in the front of one merlon, 
and yet tlie battery was not materially 
damaged.* 

Two ordnance-ships arrived in the 
course of December. As we are now 
arrived at the close of the year, it may 
not be impertinent to insert a return of 
casuals, from the 12th of April to the 
31st of- December, 1781, that the reader 
may have an idea of our general loss 
in that period. 


* When the enemy’s proceeding's afterwards 
rendeied some alterations necessary in tin* 
works at Willis’s, the ship timl)er was found 
very useful in further securing the upper t'at- 
teries, and in protecting our artillery. Tho 
height of the parapets permitted the engineers 
to erect splintbr-proofs l)etween the guns, of 
curved pieces of 'timber cut from the bottom 
of a snip, which were placed against the 
breasts of the merlons, anu made bomb-proof 
by layers of sand-bags, which also forme<l a 
traverse across the battery. Jly these addi 
tions the communications between the. ord- 
nance were covered, and the batteries 'well 
traversed against the enemy’s eastern en- 
filade-fire. 
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Killed and dead of wounds , 

Disabled 

Wounded 

The new year’s day of 1782 was re- 
markable for an action of gallantry 
which is worthy of being rescued from 
oblivion. An officer of artillery at 
Willis’s, observing a shell falling to- 
wards the place where he stood, got be- 
hind a traverse for protection; which 
he had scarcely doii«, ere it fell into 
the traverse, *and instojitly entangled 
him in the rubbish : one of the guard, 
named Martin, observing his distress, 
generously risked his own life in de- 
fence of his officer, and* ran to extri- 
cate him ; but, finding his own eflbrts 
ineffectual, called for assistance ; when 
another of the guard joining him, they 
relieved the officer from his situation ; 
and almost at the same instant the shell 
burst, and levelled the traverse to the 
ground. Martin was afterwards pro- 
moted, and rewarded by the governor, 
who at the same time told him “ he 
should equally have noticed him for 
relieving his comrade.” Several simi- 
lar instances -of heroism occurred 
during the siege, all of which were 
equally honourable to the garrison. 

The enemy persevered in carrying 
on their works ; the centre guard-house 
now began to assume a regular figure. 
The ditch formed three sides of a hexa- 
gon, extending to the rear obtuse 
angles with the front ; and the fascine 
parapet, Joining the building, was 
lengthened each \ray. l\([aterials con- 
tinued to be daily brought down to the 
lines and advanced works. .Their 
workmen were however considerably 
annoyed, in repairing the fourth and 
fifth branches of the approach, from the 
Old mole head and Montague’s bastion. 
The ship St. Philip’s Castle, in govern- 
ment service, arrived on the 4th from 
Mahon, with dispatches from General 
Murray: on board her came several 
prwoners taken by that general in a 
sally made from Fort St. Philip’s. 
The enemy qpdeavoured to cut her off 
ft’om the bay, but could not accom- 
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plish it. She returned to Minorca on 
the loth. Since their army had lau<R8 
at Minorca, the enemy’s attention to 
the eastward was vifibly abated ; nor 
did they make so many signals from the 
tower on the Queen of Spain’s Chair 
as had been their custom formerly. 
The subsequent evening, our prames 
made the signal for the approach of 
the gun-boats : an easterly wind how- 
ever springing up, they threw up their 
rockets, and retired. We could not 
otherwise account for their not firing 
in an easterly wind, than by imagin- 
ing they were apprehensive of some ac- 
cident in their magazines, which, being 
in the stern of the boat, might run 
some danger of being blown up by the 
sparks from the discharge of tlieir ord- 
nance. The night of the 7th, l)eside 
making additions to the centre guard- 
house, the enemy debouched froni the 
fifth branch, and dug a trench about 
fifteen or twenty yards towards the 
east. A court of inquiry, ou the 8th, 
sat on Antonio Juauico, the spy who 
was discovered in the Faro boat; and 
some time afterwards he was ordered 
to prepare for execution. The gover- 
nor however at last pardoned him. 

The enemy, about this time, re- 
moved •several guns from the camp to 
the lines, taking others back. Most 
of their cannon (we had reason to ima- 
^ne for some time* past) had been 
greatly damped by the firing ; as the 
shot, at periods, were observed not to 
fly with the same velocity as at first 
The last deserter said they had spoiled 
three sets of guns from the commence- 
ment of the bombardment. lu the 
night of the 9th, they raised the epaul- 
ment joining the centre guard-house ; 
and opened four embrasures, two on 
each side of the building. They were 
all masked with fascines, and appeared 
solely for defence. The night of the 
12th, the enemy formed a trench from 
the d^uchure of the fifth branch, to 
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the front of the ruins of the St. Carlos’s 
battery, toward the westerri beach : part 
of it was lined with fascines. They 
also raised a place d’armes on the east 
flank of the St. Carlos’s battery, joining 
the tiftli branch. At night sailed the 
Henry and Mercury ordnance-ships 

the westward. D6u Vincente Freese 
went passenger in the former for Eng- 
land, with the prisoners taken in our 
sortie, and those kent by General Mur- 
rajr. About the 14 th or* 1 5th, the enemy 
raised another place d’armes on the west 
flank of the St. Carlos’s battery, and 
joining the ruins of the St. Paschal’s 
battery; and the subsequent evening 
strengthened and capped it with fas- 
cines. In the night, signals were made 
in the Gut, and at daybreak two cutters 
appeared at the entrance of the bay; but 
the wind blowing somewhat northerly, 
and dying away, they were driven to 
leeward by the current : a frigate and 
11 gun-boats from Algeziras imme- 
diately pve chase, and soon after they 
were joined ^ a frigate and xebeque 
from Ceuta. The cutters finding it im- 
possible to make the bay, and observ- 
ing the force of their pursuers, pru- 
dently crowded sail to the eastward. 
In the afternoon some of the gun-boats 
got within range, and a few rounds 
were exchanged ; but the wind freshen- 
ing towards sunset, the cutters evidently 
left the enemy considerably astern. 
When night prevented us from con- 
tinuing our observations, they had in- 
deed gained such a distance, that we 
did not in the least doubt but they 
would escape. 

The enemy had made, for several 
preceding evenings, considerable addi- 
tions to the centre redoubt ; and on the 
night of the 17th, th^ raised a work 
embracing each extremity of the fhs- 
cine-diteh which was in the front of it : 
this' post now appeared finished. They 
likewise raised and threw sand in front 
of the place 'd’armes, and brought vast 
quantities of different materials to their 
advanced works. Their firing was not 
at this* period remarkable; but as they 
directed their ordnance principally 
among our working parties on the hill, 
we experienced a few casualties. Our 
batteries in return were well served; 


and the fire pointed to all quarters. In 
the morning of the 18th, just after gun- 
firing, signals were made from the ene- 
my’s advanced works, which were re- 
peated to their camp. Tlie batteries at 
the same time kept up a brisk fire, all 
in a low direction. This gave us rea- 
son to think they were apprehensive 
of another sortie : and the following 
morning the four embrasures in the 
centre redoubt were unmasked, and 
animated with four howitzers; and a 
considerable number of. troops left tlie 
lines soon after daybreak : all which 
circumstances served to countenance 
our conjecture. In the evening of the 
20th, the artillery at Willis’s discovered 
a party of the enemy erecting a line of 
communication from the fourth branch 
to the centre redoubt The Old mole 
head and Montague’s were immediately 
opened on Iheln in addition to the 
upper batteries ; and we plied them so 
briskly, that the party was obliged to 
retire about midnight, leaving tlie work, 
as the morning evinced, in great con- 
fiision. The subsequent night, notwith- 
standing our lire, they raised and 
stren^hened the new communication. 
In tins duty they were well covered by 
a brisk fire from the lines ; and which, 
from the repeated vollevs discharged, 
afforded room to thi..k that their work- 
men had suffered materially the night 
before. 

The night of the 23rd they repaired 
the parapet of tlie St. Carlos’s battery 
nine fascines in height, and began to 
rebuildcthe magazine in the rear. Great 
quantities of fascines, &c. were in and 
about the battery. The succeeding 
afternoon, about four o’clock, the go- 
vernor opened the lower batteries on 
this work, and our fixe was exceedingly 
'Well serv^ for some hours. The car- 
casses several times set fire to the fas- 
cines, but the enemy as frequently ex- 
ringuished it: At nrst their batteries 
returned our fif^ sparingly ; but receiv- 
ing a reinforcement of artiUery-men 
from the camp, the cannonade became 
warm on both sides. Our lower bat- 
teries ceased in the evening. The next 
day the governor renewed his endea- 
vours to bum these works. The car- 
casses were equally successful as the 
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preceding day, but their guards and i 
workmen sewn extinguished the fire. 
The Spanish lines returned the cannon- 
ade with great vivacity, having in the 
twenty-four hours discharged 1045 shot 
and 83 shells : our batteries diminished 
their fire about four in the afternoon. 
The carcasses used by the artillery on 
this occasion were made of the enemy's 
blind shells, in which were perforated 
three large holes, and the’ cavity filled 
with composition. They were found 
to answer extremely well; some of 
them burning fresh a quarter of an hour 
after the enemy had smothered them 
wdth ^nd, which was the mode they 
adopted to put them out. 

We observed, on the 27th, four large 
piles of fascines at the eastern extremity 
of the parallel. We were not at all at 
a loss to guess their meaning in placing 
these fascines to the eastward ; as it 
vas evident that they wished to draw 
off our attention as much as possible 
from the St. Carlos’s battery. The 
nian(puvre did not however answer. 
The following evening, about ten 
o’clock, arrived the two cutters which 
had been pursued by the enemy’s cruis- 
ers to the eastward: the largest of 
them, called the Viper, was of 460 tons 
burthen, mounted 28 %uns, and was 
esteemed the largest vessel of her kind 
ever built ; the other was*the Lively of 
14 guns; both laden with ordnance 
stores. They informed us that the even- 
ing of the day they were chased through 
to the east, several of the gun-boats got 
up and engaged them, but wtre soon 
beaten off : at length the wind freshen- 
ing, the boats were left astern. The 
breeze, they said, increased to a brisk 
gale, which, as the gun-boats were 
some leagues from land, might greatly 
distress them. This conjecture a^ 
peared confirmed, by none of them 
being observed to have returned to the 
bay. The night of the 28th, the ene- 
my took down half of tne old tower, or 
windmill, which they probably thought 
was too conspicuous an object of direc- 
tion for our artillery in the night : they 
added also considerably to the St. Car- 
los’s battery, and made some alterations 
in the centre redoubt, which they pali- 
saded in the rear, and within it hung a 


harrier gate. The same night, arrived 
the ^ Dartmouth Tartar cutter with 
stores. The night of the 3(ith, our op- 
ponents were observed very busy to the 
eastward of the centre redoubt. We 
instantly opened upon them, and drove 
them from the place. At daybreak we 
found they had traced out a work of 
five sides, with a large opening in tB^ 
rear, and erected before it^ screen 
similar to ours at WilMs’s, but so inju- 
diciously placed, tliat the workmen be- 
hind were not at all concealed from our 
upper batteries. This work was never 
carried on ; and the screen some time 
afterwards was knocked down, and re- 
moved. Our engineers, of whom little 
has been mentioned for some time; 
^were indefatigable in repairing the 
splinter-proofs, magazines, traverses, 
and communications, along the north 
front, which were damaged by the ene- 
my’s fire : the King’s, Queen’s, and 
Prince’s lines had likewise a share in 
their attention. Parties were also en- 
gaged in securing and repairing the 
skeleton traverses, formed of timber 
and sand-bags in front of the doors, 
windows, &c., of the powder-magazines 
near the New mole; and deposits of 
fi^cines, sand, and other materials, 
were collected in different parts of the 
garrison. 

In the beginning of February, great 
numbers of mules continued bringing 
fascines, &c. to the enemy’s lines ; and, 
by the tiumber of gabions missing from 
their fascine park, it was thought they 
had concealed them in different parts 
of the approaches for new works. The 
St. Carlos’s battery ^appeared nearly 
completed: it consisted of an epaul- 
ment with two shoulders ; five dodging 
traverses were erected in the rear, and 
behind them two larger ones for maga- 
zines : the latter, however, were not ol 
the same form as those erected before. 
A gate was also hung at the opening of 
the fifth branch, and the places d’armes, 
on each flank of the battery, seemed 
finished. Part of the parallel joining 
the fifth branch, in extent about 40 
yards, was likewise lined with fascines, 
and repaired. In this state were their 
works near the tower, when, on the 
night of the 2nd, they restored the 
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western part of the St. Martin’s battery, 
making only five embrastires to (){x;n 
upon the town and Waterport. Our 
firing w^as pretty smart at this period ; 
but their artillery did not exceed 
100 or 150 rounds in the twenty-four 
hours. 

In this tedious 'and uninteresting 
tiianner affairs proceeded ; every night 
the besieg|rs making some trifling ad- 
dition to their advanced works. The 
afternoon of the 7th, one of their shells 
set fire to a magazine-box on the 
Queen’s battery (Willis’s), in which 
were a few loaded small shells and 
cartridges. The.se instantly blew up, 
and fired an adjoining gun, but did not 
the smallest injury to the officers, or 
any of tlie guard, though the former 
were close to it when the accident hap- 
pened. On hearing the explosion, the 
enemy immediately increased their fire, 
and continued it the remainder of the 
evening. The enemy added, on the 
night of the 10th, another embrasure to 
the new battery; and two nights fol- 
lowing, they prolonged the parallel 
about 40 yards to the eastward. Vjist 
quantities of materials were at this 
time scattered in various parts of tlieir 
works. 

The afternoon of the 15th, some 
practice was made from a gun mounted 
upon a new-constructed dej)ressing car- 
riage, the invention of Lieutenant Koeh- 
ler, of the Royal Artillery, which was 
highly approved of by the govern\>r and 
other officers present. The gun was 
fixed in a bed of timber, the undur side 
of which was a plane parallel to the 
axis of the piece : from this bed, imme- 
diately under the centre of gravity, pro- 
jected a spindle eight inches in diameter. 
This spindle passed through a groove 
formed for its reception in a plank, the 
upper side of which was also a plane : 
upon this under-piece the bed and gun 
recoiled, being attached to it by a key 
passing through the spindle. The bed 
and gun by these means were at liberty 
to move round upon the axis of the 
spindle,* and when fired, slided upon 
the under plank in the line directed by 
the groove. The under-piece was then 
connected, by a strong hinge in front, 
to two cheeks of a common garrison 
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carriage, cut down to be little higher 
than the trucks. The gun could be 
laid to any degree of depression under 
20 degrees, by a common quoin resting 
upon the checks of the carriage ; but 
when greater depression was necessary, 
two upright timbers, with indented 
steps, were fixed to the cheeks ; by 
which, with the assistance of a mov- 
able plank, to slide in upon the steps, 
and a quoin, the back part of the plank, 
upon which the gun slided, was elevated 
at pleasure by iron pins in the uprights ; 
and the gun depressed to any angle 
above 20 mid under 70 degrees. 

Many advantages, beside iliat 
immediate depression, resulted to the 
artillery from this invention. The car- 
riage, when dhe gun was depressed, 
seldom moved; the gun sliding upon 
the plank to which the bed was attached 
by the spindle; and returning to its 
former place with the most trifling 
assistance. When the shot was dis- 
charged, and the bed with the gun had 
recoiled to the extremity of the groove, 
the matross, by turning round the gun 
to lie horizontally across the carriage 
(which was done with the greatest 
facility), was also enabled to load 
under cover of the merlon, unexposed 
to the enemy’8*fire, and avoided the 
difficulty of ramming the shot upwards. 
It equally allowed the gun to be fired 
at point blank; and (by turaing the 
muzzle to the back part of the carriage) 
at every elevation, to 4.5 degrees, but in 
that state did not particularly excel. 
As to the accuracy of the depressing 
shot, no farther proof need be adduced, 
than that, out of 30 rounds, 28 shot 
took place in one traverse in the St. 
Carlos’s battery, at the distance of near 
1400 yards. 

A polacre had arrived on the 15th ; 
and on the 17th, came in the Flying- 
fish cutter, with ordnance stores: the 
latter was opposed, and engaged in the 
bay by a frigate,^ a xebeqne, and three 
gun-boats ; but got in, by perseverance 
and superior skill, without a single 
man killed or w'ounded. At night, a 
party of the enemy was discovered ht 
the eastern extremity of the parallel ; 
and a brisk fire was Immediately 
pointed to the spot. At daybreak, we 
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remarked they had traced out with fas- 
cines a work (of live sides, leaving the 
gorge open) at the west return from 
the parallel. It appeared to be for 
another redoubt. About the morning 
gun-fire, a brig was hailed from Europa, 
and answered, “ from Cork finding she 
was a friend, the captain was directed 
to anchor at the Mole ; but, imagining 
the ships, as before the war, remained 
at Waterport, he passed' our prames, 
and did not discover his error till he 
had gone too far to return : he was 
consequently obliged to put about, and 
the vessel grounded at the back of the 
Old mole. When the e^omy observed 
her in the morning, the Black battery 
ami Fort St. Philip directed a smart 
fire upon her ; but^ though it was con- 
tinued the whole day, not a shot struck 
the hull. Captain Cfurtis brought away 
tlie crew, and at night Meut with seve- 
ral boats, and cut away her masts: 
part of her cargo was also removed; 
but the greater portion of it was da- 
maged by the sea-water. In the even- 
ing, Waterport guard was reinforced 
with a picket. 

The enemy, on the night of the 18th, 
added five embrasures to the gun bat- 
tery, and left a space, seemingly for 
two others. This addition made it 
appear as if they intended the whole 
for one battery, which before was di- 
vided into two. Great quantities of 
materials were dispersed in various 
parts of their works, and brushwood 
continued lobe brought into their camp 
from the country. The sugceoditig 
night they erected an epaulment of 
39 casks long, faced with fascines, 
within the hexagon figure, at the ex- 
tremity of the parallel. The front 
w ork was also raised, and a dit^h, ex- 
tending along the front of the parallel 
to the east fiank of the St. Carlos’s, 
lined with fascines. They worked also 
on the platforms of the new battery. 
The morning of the 20«.h, 10 gun-boats 
returned to Algeziras from the east: 
they were supposed to be the same 
which had chased the Viper and Lively 
cutters. Intelligence from Portugal 
mentioned that several of them had 
been lost in .the gale which sprung up 
the same evening : we were rather dis- 


appointed therefore to see so many 
return. In - the evening the Viper, 
Li^ly, and Dartmouth 'I’artar cutters, 
sailed for England. About the time of 
their departure, a traverse in the St. 
Carlos’s was set on fire by our artillery, 
which produced a smart cannonade for 
some hours. The succeeding day, an- 
other traverse was set on fire, 
burnt for some time. I’he enemy 
always behaved witl^ great spirit on 
these occasions. The night of the 21st 
they completed their gun battery, which 
now presented to us 13 embrasures: 
they likewise repaired the damage done 
by the fire. 

About noon on the 23rd, several sig- 
nals were made at Cabi ita Point, which 
brought out a frigate and a xebeque - 
from Algeziras. Soon after, we ob- 
served a vessel standing into the bay 
with a tlowing sail. The xebeque 
passed her astern ; but the frigate bore 
down, and appeared as if she intended 
to board. The vessel, however, in 
coming abreast, threw in so well- 
directed a broadside, that tlie Spaniard 
was greatly confused, and fell astern. 
The frigate afterwards M ore, and re- 
turned the salute; but the vessel was 
at such a distance that no damage was 
received. On her arrival at the New 
mole, to our surprise we found her to 
be the Mercury ordnance-ship, which 
had left the bay in .lanuary, and, as 
we imagined, was bound to England. 
Several inhabitants, supposing the same, 
had taken their passage on .board her 
for Ei^glaud ; and never discovered 
their mistake, till, to their great morti- 
fication, they found, on their entrance 
into the Straits, the Unpleasant shores 
of Spain and I^arbary, instead of the 
exhilarating coast of Britain. Captain 
Heington, who commanded her, on 
leaving the garrison, had secret ordei*s 
to put into Lisbon, where he was to 
take in a cargo of various articles, and 
return, which orders he had directions 
not to divulge to any person, lest the 
enemy, by their emissaries, should gel 
information of the plan, and waylay 
him in his voyage back. He accord- 
ingly put into Lisbon, and took in his 
cargo of wine and fruit. When every- 
thing was completed, he pretended 
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some further business would still delay 
him, and pressed the passengers to 
embrace the opportunity the packet, 
and sail for England. They however 
approveil of their accommodation too 
well to remove ; and Ca^in Heington 
was reluctantly obliged to bring them 
back to the garrison. The governor 
fr'^r not suffer the gallant conduct of 
Captain Heington to pass unrewarded, 
but generously presented him with a 
hand^me douceur, and strongly re- 
commended him to the Admiralty for 
promotion ; which accordingly suc- 
ceeded. On the afternoon in which 
the Mercury arrived, the enemy fired a 
grand feu-de-joie in camp, commencing 
with a salute from the lines. They 
repeated the fire a fourth time ; which 
led us to imagine they had gained some 
advantage at Minorca; and we after- 
wards found that our apprehensions 
. had been too well founded. 

The enemy’s ships in the bay were 
reinforced on the 24th and 25th with 
a frigate, four or five xebeques, and se- 
veral armed settees : part of which pro- 
bably had been employed to block up 
the port of Mahon. The morning of 
the 25th, arrived the St. Ann, ordnance- 
ship, *with a supply of powder, and two 
^n-boats, on a new construction, in 
frames. We were informed by her 
that the Vernon store-ship, under con- 
voy of a frigate, was on her passage for 
Gibraltar, with ten other gun-boats on 
board. The following morning *we ob- 
served the enemy had entirely riew- 
faccd the eastern epaulment, and raised 
it to the height of eight fascines. They 
also worked on the magazine of the St. 
Martin’s battery, 'and debouched from 
the centre of the parallel, throwing up 
a trifling line extending towards the 
south-west. The 27 th, four rows of 
ten tents each were pitched in the rear 
of the Catalonian camp. We imagined 
they were occupied by the artillery 
cadets. At night the enemy added se- 
veral traverses to their thirteen-gun bat- 
tery. Beside the arrivals already noted, 
three dther vessels and several boats 
came in in the course of the month. 

The 1st of March a flag of truce 
went to the enemy, in answer to one 
from them some days before. The 


Spanish otficcr who received the packet 
infonued us that Fort St. Philip, in 
Minorca, had surrendered on the 5th of 
Februaiy. The succeeding day, a car- 
cass set fire to the enemy’s thiiteeu-gim 
battery, which continued blazing for 
two hours. On their attempting to ex- 
tinguish the fire, we plied them so 
briskly, that several were killed and 
most of them driven from tlieir work; 
but their usilal gallantry at last pre- 
vailed. At night they raised a place 
d’armes at the western extremity of the 
thirteen-gun battery. These defensive 
wt)rks demonstrated that they '^ere de- 
termined to provide as much as possible 
against another sortie. The following 
night they repaired the damage done 
by the fire « Theo carpenters of the 
navy, on the 4th, laid the keel of one of 
the new gun-boats. The Gth, six rows 
of tents, ten in each row, were pitched 
in the rear of the second line of the 
enemy’s camp, near the horse-barrack. 
A large party was also employed in 
making a road from the beach to the 
barrack, and others were engaged in 
landing shells and different ordnance. 
I’hese, with other appearances, bespoke 
a determined resolution to prosecute 
the siege. Our governor, on the other 
hand, with unwearied • attentipn em- 
ployed the garrison in repairing, and 
putting in the best order of defence, 
the upper batteries, and other works 
which had suffered from the continued 
bombardment of the enemy. The bridgo 
in tlie ditch at Landport was likewise 
pulled (k»wn, and other alterations took 
place in that quarter. The enemy, on 
the 8th, raised one face of the eastern 
redoubt several fascines in height ; and 
from the noise heard the preceding 
night, ,we imagined they also finished 
platforms in their batteries. The day 
following, Lieutenant Cuppage, of the 
Royal Artillery, was dangerously 
wounded on the Royal battery, from a 
splinter of a sniall shell, which burst 
immediately after being discharged 
from the rock gun above and in the 
rear of the Royal battery : this was the 
second accident of the same nature. 
The 1 1th a fri^te and xebeque passed 
to the west, with six top.-sail vessels, 
supposed to be part of the late Minorca 
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garrison. The night of the 13th the 
enemy traced out a work within the 
western place d’annes of the St. Carlos’s 
battery, apparently with an intention of j 
extending the epaulment. The firing i 
on both sides was now considerably in- 
creased ; that from the enemy amounted 
on an average to about 300 rounds in 
the twenty-four hours. 

The operations of the besiegers still 
continued tedious. On the 16th they 
palisaded the gorge of the centre re- 
doubt, and on the 18th began to pitch 
a new camp near the grand magazine 
on the beaoh. At night they erected 
the epaulment «f St. Payhal’s mortar 
battery, and raised three traverses in 
the rear. Lieutenant White, of the 
.OOth, was slightly wounded on the 16th. 
On the night of the 20th" the St. Pas- 
chal's battery was raised three fascines. 
At night the wind blew so strong a 
gale, that the new windmill, on Wind- 
mill-hill, took fire from the violence of 
the friction, and was burnt to the 
ground. The 22nd the enemy made 
some trifiing additions, and fixed a 
barrier-gate at the extremity of the 
fourth branch of approach. The sub- 
sequent evening, a little before mid- 
night, we were gratified with the safe 
arrival of the Vernon store-ship, having 
on l)oard the remaining ten gun-boats 
and other materials for ’the garrison. 
Some hours after, tlie Cerberus and 
Apollo frigates, Captains Mann and 
Hamilton, with four transports, having 
the 97th regiment on board, anchored 
under our guns. • 

The Vernon’s arrival may be consi- 
dered as truly fortunate. Since no less 
than thirty Spanish men-of-war of dif- 
ferent force were out purposely to in- 
tercept her and the Success frigate, Cap- 
tain Pole, her convoy. Some league# 
to the westward of the Stmits they fell 
in with a forty-gun frigate, which had 
left our (bloclmde) station, and was one 
of the above-mentioned cruisers. A 
warm action consequently commenced ; 
but the Spaniard, finding the Vernon 
well armed, and that she boldly bore 
down to support the Success, after an 
engagement of several glasses, in which 
the Vernon ,had a considerable share, 
thought proper to submit. On board 


the prize were found papers describing 
the Vernon to the most minute part of 
her figging, at the same time mention- 
ing tlie officers’ names who were pas- 
sengers, and every particular article of 
her cargo ; and from the prisoners we 
learned the number of ships wliich 
were cruising to intercept her. Cap- 
tain Pole afterwards burned the San^Si ’ 
Catalina, and separated from the Ver- 
non on the appearance#of the Cerberus 
with her convoy, which he mistook for 
the enemy’s cruisers. The Venion 
therefore proceeded alone for the gar- 
rison, and, at the entrance of the Straits, 
in the evening, fell in with, and indeed 
was surrounded by, the enemy's ships ; 
but, happily, the sky prognosticating a 
rough night, and she tacking at the * 
same time they did, they supposed her 
a friend, and stood in for the high land ; 
and at dusk she altered her course, and 
was soon safe in her destined port 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gledstanes, of the 
72nd regiment, and other officers, came 
in her as passengers, with recruits for 
the different regiments in the garrison. 
The next day the 97th regiment, com- 
manded by Colonel Stanton, disem- 
barked 700 complete, and were imme- 
diately quartered in Scud-hill and Kosia 
barracks. This regiment soon after 
became very sickly, and, though they 
were attended to with the greatest care 
by the governor and officers, in a few 
mouths many of them died, and the 
rest wore of little assistance to the ga]> 
rison before September. 

The 4 ?nemy, on the night of the 24th, 
were discovered, from Willis’s, at work 
in the front of the epaulment, at the 
eastern extremity of the parallel ; a 
few rounds of grape, however, quickly 
drove them under cover: they made 
^several attempts to proceed, but w’ei'e 
as constantly obliged to retire. The 
succeeding morning we observed they 
had employed parties in other parts of 
tlieir works. The communication to 
the centre redoubt was raised, many 
traverses were erected behind the fourth 
approach, and a considerable quantity 
of fascines and other materials brought 
down to their works. In the forenoon 
of the 25th, the Spanish officers belong- 
ing to the Santa Catalina, who were 
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brought to the garrison in the Vernon, 
■were sent by a dag of truce into Spain 
on their parole. In the* course oi tlie 
day a shot came through one of the 
capped embrasures on Princess Amelia’s 
battery (Willis’s), took off the legs of 
two men belonging to the 72nd and 
73rd regiments, one leg of a soldier of 
73rd, and wounded another man in 
both legs; thus four men had seven 
legs taken off And wounded by one 
shot. The boy, who was usually sta- 
tioned on the works where a large party 
was employed to inform the men when 
the enemy’s fire was directed to that 
place, had been reproving them for 
their carelessness in not attending to 
him, and had just turned his head to- 
ward the enemy, when he observed this 
shot, and instantly called for them to 
take care; his caution was, however, 
too late ; the shot entered the embra- 
sure, and had the above-recihjd fatal 
effect. It is somewhat singular that 
this boy should be possessed of such 
uncommon quickness of sight as to sec 
the enemy’s shot almost immediately 
after they quitted the guns. He was 
not, however, the only one in the gar- 
rison possessing this qualification ; an- 
other boy of about the same age was as 
celebrated, if not his superior. Both 
of them iKdonged to the Artificer com- 
pany, and were constantly placed on 
some part of the works to observe the 
enemy’s fire; their names were Richard- 
son and Brand; the former was reputed 
to have the best eye.* 

The night of the 2.')th, the enemy 
extended their parallel in a continued 
direction with the old work about one 
hundred yards, with casks and fascines, 
hanked up with sand in front. The 
succeeding evening, we perceived seve- 

* These Iwys were afterwards patronized by 
some officers of tlieir corps, and, beinj; found 
quick and very intelligent, were placed in the 
engineer’s drawing* room, and eventually ob- 
tained commissions in the corps of engineers. 
One of the works of these' young men, while 
pursuing their studies at Woolwich, was to 
nnish the large model of the Itock of (iibraltar, 
which formerly stood in the model-room there, 
and was much admired for beauty of execution 
and minute correctness. It was destroyed in 
the Are by which that building was consumed. 
Richardson and brand both died of yellow 
fever in the West Indies. 


ral guns in the St. Martin’s battery; 
and it was imagined, that ordnance 
were brought forward for the other 
batteries. The night of the 2bth, they 
lK*gan merlons for six einbi’usurcs in 
the eastern redoubt, two in each face 
opening on the Devil’s Tower, lanes, 
and Old mole : they also lengthened 
the parallel, and strengthened that part 
which was raised the preceding niglit. 
The 28th, they scaled several guns and 
mortars in the advanced batteries ; and 
the following day, we .coiicluded, they 
mounted all their ordnance, as tlieir 
working parties.gave a geiier-A huzza, 
and then witl^drew for the da) . 

Our opponents at this time* scarcely 
expended more than 200 rounds in the 
24 hours ; but we frequently saluted 
them with double that number in that 
period. The niglit of the 28th and 
29th, the eneWiy lined with fascines 
the prolongation of the parallel, and 
erected five traverses in the eastern re- 
doubt. Their batteries near the tower 
now appeared to be completed; the 
fourth month being just expired since 
they had been destroyed. The 31st, 
being a grand festival, our batteries 
w'cre double manned, expecting the 
besiegers would open their ailvauced 
batteries; but not firing, the reinforce- 
ment was remanded at noon. In the 
evening, about six o’clock, a slicll set 
fire to the flank of the eastern redoubt, 
and, the flame being assisted with a 
brisk discharge, burned rapidly for 
some hours ; at last, however, the 
enemy /extinguished it. The succeed- 
ing morning, we perceived that they 
had covereeffwith sand the part which 
had taken fire, and a number of fascines 
were lying in great confusion about 
the w,prk. The same night, a boat 
came in from Portugal with sheep, 
oranges, lemons, and fowls : two others 
also arrived in the course of the mouth. 

On the evening of the 1st of April, 
a soldier of the«39th regiment deserted 
from Landport; several hundred rounds 
of musketry and grape were discharged 
at him, some of which it is imagined 
took effect, as he dropped just before 
he got to the St. Carlos’s battery, and 
was carried into the work by seven of 
the guard. At dusk, a volunteer of 
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Arragoii came over to us : he brought 
his arms and some necessaries, 'which, 
with other circumstances, occasioned a 
suspicion of his being a spy. He re- 
ported that the enemy had suffered 
considerably in restoring their batte- 
ries ; upward of 400 being killed, and 
nearly as many more wounded. The 
eastern redoubt, he informed us, was 
called the Mahon battery. The enemy, 
on the 2nd, began to pitch tents in rear 
of the Walon guards : they were af- 
terwards increased to six double rows, 
capal)le of quartering a battalion of 
infantry. ^ ^ 

As grates fqr heating shot were dis- 
tributed on the different* northern bat- 
tt‘ries in the beginning of this month, 
we imagined the governor intended 
applying red-hot sfiot against the ene- 
my’s works, w hich appeared now com- 
plete. We w ere how ever disappointed ; 
they 'were still reserved as a bonne 
bouclie, for the closing of the scene. 

The night of the 5th, the enemy 
erected, at the extremity of the paral- 
lel, a place darmes,.of four sides, one 
of wJiich was the parallel lengthened, 
the other three extending in obtuse 
angles to the rear. The (ith. Colonel 
Stanton was a])pointed a lirigadier- 
general ; and . ('uptain Blaiickley, of 
the yrtli regiment, his brigade-major. 
The 8tli,* perceived some tents 
])itehed upon the plain beneath the 
ruins of Carteia ; and the following 
day this camp was increased with five 
double rows of tents; a regiment in 
white took possession in the evening. 
The yth, a regiment in blue fnarched 
into the new camp, pitched the 2nd of 
this niontli. The same day all the 
carpimters of the regiineifts in garrison 
(those of the 97th regiment excepted) 
were ordered, with a hundred addi- 
tional real men, into the King’s works. 
At night the enemy made some altera- 
tions near St. Paschal’;^ battery, and 
strengthened the place d’arines at the 
extremity of the parallel. The 10th, 
Lieutenant Wetham, of the 12th regi- 
ment, was killed by a splinter of a 
shell, marching at the head of the 
spur-guard up the ramp, from Land- 
port ditoh. His servant also lost his 
arm, and the drummer had his drum 


broken to pieces : but the rest of the 
guard escap^. This young officer be- 
ing| much l^ced, his death was much 
regretted; and it seemed particularly 
unfortunate, as the enemy only fired 
that fatal shell, and one shot, in the 
earlier part of the day. ^ 

A Faro boat arrived on the 11th 
from Portugal, witli dispatches for 
governor. A private letter, sent from 
Lisbon by this boat, coinnmnicated to 
us most important ^intelligence : it 
mentioned, that great preparatiojjs were 
making at Cadiz, and in the Mediter- 
ranean ports, for a most vigorous at- 
tack on Gibraltar; and that the Due 
de Crillon, who had lately taken St. 
Philip’s, 'was to command with 20,000 
French and Spanish troops, in addition 
to what were at present before the 
garrison ; with Monsieur d’ArQon, a 
French engineer of great eminence and 
abilities ; and Admiral Don Bonaven- 
tura Moreno, with 10 sail of the line, 
beside floating-batteri(‘s, gun and mor- 
tar Iwats, &c. &c. The truth of this 
intelligence we little doubted, as many 
circumstances now occurred daily that 
served to confirm it. The enemy’s 
cannonade, in the course of the 12th, 
was singular indeed : from six in the 
morning to sunset, they fired every 
two or tliree minutes a single gun or 
mortar ; and being the anniversary of 
their bombardment, it appeared still 
more extraordinary. Some jocular 
persoug in the garrison remarked, that 
perhaps they were commemorating the 
day with fasting and prayer, and by 
their nfiuute-giins expressing their sor- 
row, that so many thousand barrels of 
powder, and rounds* of ammunition, 
should have been expended to so little 
purpose. Their firing from the 12th 
gradually decreased, for about a week ; 
when, for a few nights, they fired 
brisker than usual. It afterwards di- 
minished to about a hundred rounds on 
an average in tlie 24 hours, and scarcely 
exceeded that number during the re- 
mainder of the month. Their fascine 
parties continued to be actively em- 
ployed preparing materials in their 
parks ; and long strings of mules were 
constantly removing them to the lines 
and advanced batteries. Throughout 
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their camp new life seemed to be in- 
^sed into the troops: instead of that 
inactive languor which ^had so ^ong 
prevailed in all their operations, every 
person now appeared in motion. <. 

The morning of the 16th we re- 
mark^ii that the enemy had repaired 
the eastern part of the Mahon battery, 
i^^ich had been burnt down the latter 
end of the preceding month. Some 
other trifling additions were also made 
to this w’ork. *The 20th arrived the 
Antigallicaii ordnance-ship from Eng- 
land. The nights of the 2 1 st and 22nd 
the enemy's parties added some further 
repairs to the Mahon battery : they also 
raised a small work near the tower, and 
erected several traverses in various 
parts of the parallel. The 24th one of 
our new gun-boats, which had been 
launched on the 18th, was tried with 
an eighteen-pounder on board ; and the 
practice met with the approbation of 
the governor and officers of the navy. 
As a person was sent out in the Vernon 
to superintend their construction, the 
keels of several other Iwats after his 
arrival were immediately laid on tlie 
stocks ; and the carpenters, being now 
acquainted with the marks, proceeded 
witii confidence and expedition; four 
or five more therefore were in great 
forwardness. We observed about this 
time numbers of boats passing and re- 
passing between Algeziras and Point 
Mala; and two ships in the river 
Palmones, which we imagined were 
fitting out as fire-ships: precautions 
were therefore taken to render them 
ineffectual, in case they resdived on 
another attempt to burn our frigates. 
The 2r)th, a little before daybreak, a 
deserter came in from the enemy : he 
was a native of Arragon, and comrade 
to the last : he confirmed our informa- 
tion from Lisbon respecting the in- 
tended attack, under tiie command of 
the Due de Crillon ; adding, that they 
had resolved to make the principal 
attack by sea ; for which purpose large 
ships were to he fitted up in a peculiar 
manher with junk, cork, &c. The new 
damp, near Kocadillo Point, he said, 
was occupied by the regiment of Cor- 
dova infantry, lately arrived from 
Centa. 
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Though their camp had Inicn con- 
siderably reinforced within tlie pre- 
ceding six weeks, yet we could not 
observe that they had made any addition 
to their advanced guards, which con- 
tinued to be about the same number as 
mentioned some months before. The 
28th they raised the merlons of the 
Mahon battery with sand-bags. In the 
course of the day they brought down 
two guns frpm their artillery park to 
Fort Tonara, whither they had carried 
four the preceding day. The 30th 
they began laying platforms in the 
Mahon battery: on the same day we 
launched our se'bond gun-bo j . Siven 
more were on’ the stocks*. 

In the beginning of May the enemy 
repaired the west branch of the St 
Carlos’s, w'hilch ftUl down some time 
before, and made some alterations in 
the Hlack battery. Several hundred 
mules came likewise wdtli clay to the 
lines. From seven in the evening of 
the 4th, to the same hour the succeed- 
ing afternoon, both the garrison and 
the enemy were silent This was the 
first twenty-four hours in which there 
had been no firing for the space of 
nearly thirteen months. 

The evening of the 7th tlie Cerlierus 
and Apollo frigates, with four trans- 
ports and four ordnance-ships, sailed 
for England., The succeeding morning 
we observed that three of the transports 
were captured, and, in company with 
the enemy's cruisers, were then turning 
to windward. In the afternoon of the 
9th, a liue-of-battle ship, with seven 
large Vessels and a few polueres and 
tartans, arrived in the bay from the 
west, and anchored at Algeziras. At 
dusk the large vessels, which appeared 
to be the old men-of-war or galleons, 
hauled close in shore. The governor, 
It night, ordered a jiicket to reinforce 
Waterport guard. The enemy still 
continued discharging about a hundred 
rounds every twenty-four hours; and 
their parties as well as ours were em- 
ployed in making trifling additions and 
repairs. The arrival of the above- 
mentioned shipping at Algeziras occa- 
sioned various conjectures : from many 
circumstances we had reason to ima- 
gine they were intended for the attack 
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by sea, which was meditating against 
the garrison. The governor and chief 
engineer's attention consequently be- 
came engaged toward the sea-line : the 
beach behind the Old mole was fortified 
with a row of sloping palisades ; Water- 
port gateway was well barricaded, and 
a chevaux-de-frise ordered to be got 
ready to place at the foot of Landport 
glacis : the ramp in the ditch was like- 
wise removed ; and those batteries on 
the sea-line, which they conceived 
might probably be opposed to the 
enemy’s attack, were inspected, and put 
in the best order of defence. 

The enemy, about the 12th, removed 
and made a new arrangement of their 
ordnance in the forts and batteries 
along the coasts:^ we supposed they 
were changing them fC)r others of a 
larger calibre. 'I’he 14th several of 
tlie large ships at Alge^iras struck their 
yards and top-masts, and a great num- 
ber of men appeared on board them ; 
which movements left us no longer to 
doubt tliat they were intended to be fitted 
up as floating batteries for the grand 
attack : this opinion was confirmed in 
the afternoon, by their beginning to 
cut down the poops of two of them. 
The subsequent day three store-ships, 
the Queen Charlotte, Leonora, and 
Charles, arrived from England with 
powder, shells, bedding, and timber. 
Three gun-boats, on their appearance 
in the Gut, went from the point to 
speak them; but, the ships hoisting 
French colours, and standing for Alge- 
ziras, tlie boats were deceivejl, and re- 
turned : the false colours were soon 
after struck, and British displayed ; and 
they arrived without opposition. The 
new gun-boats which Were launched 
were on this occasion of particular ser- 
vice; and before night 1900 barrels, of 
iwwdcr were secured in our magazines. 
The enemy on the 17th opened thirteen 
large port-holes in the larboard side of 
one of the ships at Algeziras, and seven 
in another. 

Their operations now in the ad- 
vanced works almost totally ceased; 
their whole attention seemed occunied 
by the ships at Algeziras, and b*ar- 
Tangefnents in their camp. Cannon 
and a variety of military stores were 


landed beyond Point Mala, and a strong 
party was eipployed in erecting a large 
building n^r the landing-place, which 
we conjectured was for an hospital. 
Tke firing on both sides varied as cir- 
cumstances directed. Three men of the 
58th regiment were missing on the 
19th; and, a party being immediately 
sent in quest of them, their bodies “j^re 
found dashed to pieces behind the rock: 
the rope by which they were to have 
descended being ma^y yards too short. 
The enemy were very active about 
their ships; eleven port-holes were 
opened in ihe side of a third ; and, on 
the 2 1st, they began to strengthen their 
larboard sides with some materials 
which appeared like junk. The elas- 
ticity and resistance of this article ren- 
dered it very eligible for the purpose.* 
On the land side they continued collect- 
ing brushwood from all parts of tlie 
country, and had strong parties at W'ork 
making fascines. At the landing-place 
stores of every species were daily dis- 
embarked. On the other hand, the 
garrison, with unwearied assiduity, 
made various dispositions to repel their 
attack. The sloping palisades at Water- 
port by this time were finished, and the 
gateway barricaded, excepting a small 
passage for the wicket, To this post the 
governor seemed particularly to attend. 
The intentions of the enemy were no 
longer mysterious: every preparation 
was' therefore made to give them a 
wari^ reception : an additional number 
of grates for heating shot were made 
and distributed along the line-wall ; 
and the navy lowered their yards and 
topmasts, to be in readiness to act on 
shore at a moment’anotice. 

A privateer xebeque arrived on the 
25th from Leghorn, with a Corsican 
officer and 12 privates, who came to 
offer their services as volunteers during 
the approaching attack ; which the go- 
vernor accepted, and ordered them to 
be entertained by different regiments 
till the others arrived, who, they in- 
formed us, were on their passage. In 
the evening a large building, to the 
east of the Catalonian camp, took fire, 
and was totally consumed : it had for- 
merly been a barrack, but was now, as 
the deserters informed us, a granary 
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for forage and corn. We numbered at 
this time u])ward of 100 jdeces of can- 
non in the artillery- park of the eue^^iy. 
The 2.5th the engineers began to mine 
a gallery from a place above Farriig- 
don’s battery (Willis’s), to communicate 
through the rock to a notch or pro- 
jection of the rock, below Green’s 
L{]dge, in which the governor proposed 
to make a battery. The 20th another 
vessel arrived from Algiers, and brought 
letters, acquainting us that it was uni- 
versally believed in Spain, that the gar- 
rison, from the magnitude of the pre- 
parations for the attack, incyitably must 
be taken before tlie end of July. The 
same day about noon a large fleet ap- 
peared from the east, upward of 100 
sail of which we observed in the even- 
ing enter tlie bay, and anchor between 
the river Palmones and Algeziras. The 
succeeding morning we were enabled 
to make our observations on them: 
three were large and armed, one of 
them with a flag at her mizen: the 
restnijrere ships with trtiops on board, 
and small polacres and settees, sup- 
posed from their appearance to be laden 
with stores. In the course of the 27th, 
28th, and 29th, they landed, it was 
imagined, about 12 battalions; M’hich, 
calculated at about 750 to each bat- 
talion, amounted to about 9000 men, if 
the regiments were complete. As the 
troops disembarked, tliey encamped in 
tlie rear of the second line, extending 
toward the horse-barrack now ^called 
Buena Vista, wdiich, we understood 
from the last deserters, had been fitted 
up for the commander-in-ehief’is quar- 
ters : others of them occupied the 
ground on the left* of the first line, and 
on the right of the Catalonians, in an 
obtuse direction up the hill toward the 
Queen of Spain’s Chair. Large parties 
were detached to land the military 
stores. 

A flag of truce came from the enemy 
on the 28th, with a letter from Mr. 
Anderson, a merchant wlio had left the 
garrison some <lays before, and had 
been taken on his passage to Faro. 
Before* the purport of the flag was 
known, the governor, speaking to the 
officers near him, said “he supposed 
the duke was arrived, and had sent to 


[chap. VI. 

summon tlie garrison; but he should 
give him a short answer, No, — No, 
and hoped the gentlemen ” (addressing 
himself to the officers present) “ would 
all support him.” He had not, how- 
ever, an opportunity of being so spirit- 
edly laconic. The day following we 
perceived a new encampment between 
the Catalonians and the left of the first 
line, and great adilitions were made to 
those mentioned before. Six of their 
battering-ships were now in hand, and 
an universal activity was observed 
throughout their camp. ‘ The firing on 
both sides varied very little : if there 
were any difference in tlie i amber of 
rounds, the ganison had the aavantage. 
Our engineei-s at this time were em- 
ployetl in repairing the damaged and 
uneven platforms on the sea-line bat- 
teries, and the artillery in disposing of 
the heavy ordnance M'bere they would 
act with greater execution and effect 
Scarce a day now passed but vessels of 
all denominations arrived in the bay, 
at the enemy’s camp, the generality 
of which seemed laden willi militiry 
stores and materials for the siege. 

June did not commence with any- 
thing extraordinary. I’lie 2nd Bri- 
gadier Stanton died of a coup de soleil. 
The enemy, the following day, pitched 
several large tents to the southward of 
Algeziras, for the accommodation of 
the workmen employed in fitting up 
their ships. The 4th, being his Ma- 
jesty’s birthday, the last of our new 
gun-boats was launched ; and at noon 
tlie whole fired a salute, commencing 
wdth a jiialvo of 44 guns shotted, from 
the north front of t^ie garrison : the 
enemy’s batteries instantly returned our 
land-fire, and in so smart a manner as 
to convince us they had prepanxl to re- 
taliate.* The following are the names 
of the gun-boats, and ships from wdiich 
they were maimed 

From the Jirilliant frigate. 

Revenge . . one 24-pounder 21 men 
Defiance . . one 24 do. 21 do. 

Resolution . one 18 do. 21 do, 

S^tfire . . . one 18 do. 21 do. 

Dreadnought one 18 do. «21 do. 

Thunder . . one 18 do. ' 21 do. 
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I'rom the Porcupine frigate, 
Europa . . . one 24 pounder 21 men 

Terrible . . . one 18 do. 21 do. 

Fury .... one 18 do. 21 do. 

Scourge . . . one 18 do. 21 do. 

Terror . . • one 18 do. 21 do. 

From the Speedwell cutter. 
Vengeance . one 18 do. 21 do. 

On the 5th, three rows of double 
tents, ten in each row, were pitched 
near Barcelo's battery, at Algeziras. 
Mr. M‘Gregor, 9, volunteer in the 73rd, 
was wounded the same day by a shell, 
of which ai;ticle the enemy’s artillery, 
within a day pr two, had been more 
profuse tl\an usual. The Cth, Captain 
AVideburg of Reden’s was wounded in 
the Queen’s dines. , On jthe 7th. our 
artillery practised from' the King’s 
bastion, with red-hot shot, against the 
Irishman's brig, which.* was stranded 
at the back of the Old mole. In the 
first round, whilst one of the artillery- 
men was putting in the shot, the fire 
by some means immediately communi- 
cated to the cartridge, ana the unfor- 
tunate man was blown from the em- 
brasure in some hundred pieces ; two 
others were also slightly wounded with 
the unexpected recoil of the carriage. 
The practice after this accident was 
discontinued. In the evening, a shell 
fell into a quarter in towfl, and carried 
away part of a chair, in which Ensign 
M‘Keuzie, of the 73rd, was sitting : it 
immediately burst in the room below, 
and lifted him and the chair from the 
floor, without farther injurpr. - 

The enemy's inactivity in their ad- 
vanced batteries was sufficiently com- 
pensated by their diligence and celerity 
at Algeziras: six ships were now in 
great for wardness, and on the lotji they 
began upon another. Of this interval 
of tramiuillity, as we may call it 
(though the enemy had not quite dis- 
continued their fire), the governor took 
advantage, and employed it with inde- 
fatigable zeal in completing the works 
of the garrison. New batteries bearing 
on Waterport, which appeared to be his 
grand object of defence, were opened 
in the Moorish castle ; a caissoned bat- 
tery was also erected at Upper Forbes’s, 
and some alterations made in the lines; 


movable palisades, with casks of earth, 
sand, Ac. were distributed in various 
paifs along *the line-wall, to be ready 
m case a breach should be effected; 
anC the outworks at Landport under- 
went some advantageous alterations. 
Two or three men about this time 
attempted to desert ; but they were all 
retaken. ^ 

On the 11th, between ten and eleven 
o’clock, an unlucky •shell from the 
enemy fell through the splinter-proof, 
at the door of the magazine on Prin- 
cess Anne’s battery (Willis’s), and 
bursting, communicated to the powder, 
which instantly blew Up. The explo- 
sion was so violent as to shake the 
whole rock, and throw the materials 
on both sides an almost incredible way < 
into the sea. Three merlons on the 
west flank of the battery, with several 
unfortunate men who had run behind 
them for shelter, were forced down 
from the level of the platforms into the 
Prince’s lines, which, with the Queen's 
below, were almost filled with rubbish. 
Another magazine near it happily 
escaped, though the door was thrown 
open by the explosion. Our loss by 
this dreadful accident was chiefly 
among the workmen who were em- 
ployea on the flank of the battery: 

1 drummer, and 13 rank and file, were 
killed; 3 seijeants, 3 drummers, and 
9 rank and file, wounded. Immedi- 
ately after the report of the explosion, 
and oa the appearance of the large 
column of smoke, the enemy gave a 
loud hyzza ; their drums beat to arms 
in tlie camp; and some persons aver 
that their first line assembled, and were 
actually on their mafeh towards Fort 
St. Philip, but afterwards returned. As 
the engineers, after the accident, got 
together the remains of the party, to 
effectually secure the magazine which 
had so miniculously escaped, the enemy 
continued the cannonade the remainder 
of the day ; and, as if fate was resolved 
at that particular time to sport with our 
anxiety, in the course of this firing two 
other shells fell upon the remaining 
magazine, and one into the very splin- 
ter-proof in front of the door, llappilj 
the latter did not go through ; for if it 
liad, this magazine might have shared 
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the fate of its neighbour, and the whole 
of the batteries at Willis’s have pro- 
bably been materially injured, liriii- 
cess Anne’s battery, the flank of it ex- 
cepted, was not considerably damaged ; 
tlie caissoiied merlons were much 
shaken, and the battery filled with 
rubbish. However before night the 
whole was cleared away, and several 
rounds tired from that battery, as well 
as from the otlier batteries, to con- 
vince the enemy that the misfortune 
was not of so much importance as they 
probably imagined. Indeed, from so 
dreadful an accident it was wonderful 
that the injury was not of greater con- 
sequence. 

The navy, on the 13th, under the 
direction of the engineers, began to 
caisson the west face of the New mole 
fort. About sunset, a soldier of the 
58th regiment, who liad lately joined 
in the Vernon, deserted from Land- 
port : at night a picket was ordered to 
reinforce that ^lard. The 14th, a 
French frigate, with 18 or 19 polacres, 
&c. arriA’^ed in the bay. The same 
afternoon, a xebeque, returning to AI- 
geziras, from the east, stood in so close 
to the garrison, that she was perplexed 
by the eddy -winds, and remained a 
consideruhle time stationary. The gar- 
rison bred upon her, and the gun-boats 
were manned, and rowed out to attack 
juer ; but two of the enemy’s boats, 
coming to her assistance, towed her 
head round; and soon after a breeze 
carried her out of all danger. If our 
boats liad got out a little earfier, she 
might have been roughly handled; 
and some were sanguine enough to 
think she might 'have been taken. 

As boats were constantly detached 
by the navy at nightfall, to row guard 
at some distance from the garrison, and 
give information of the approach of the 
gun-boats, or any other vessels, curio- 
sity often prompted them to approach 
the enemy’s shore ; and for some pre- 
ceding nights they reported, that they 
heard, at Algeziras, a noise like that of 
men hard at work; whence we con- 
cluded, their impatience to finish their 
battering-ships made them embrace all 
opportunities, both by day and night. 
The loth, a new camp was observed 


between the grand magazine and the 
Orange-grove. The battalion which 
occupied it were supposed to be disem- 
barked from the small convoy which 
arrived on the 14th. At night, a noise 
of boats was distinctly heard from our 
prames, at some distance in the bay ; 
it however ceased on a gun being fired 
towards that quarter. This circum- 
stance occasioned new signals to be 
appointed for the prames. The 97th 
regiment, on the 17th, for the first time, 
gave a picket of 40 men. • The follow 
ing day, Hardenberg^s regiment v'as 
ordered, in case of an alarm, to act 
with the j8th at Eiiropa, ir.tead of 
marching to lown. In the afternoon, 
a Fr(*nch convoy, of upwards of 60 sail, 
under 3 frigates, anchored in the bay, 
off’ the Guadaranque, from the east. 
As most of the ships had troops on 
board, we concluded it was the French 
reinforcement, of Avhich we had re- 
ceived previous infonnatiou. It proved 
to be a detachment from the French 
army, w’hieh had succeeded in the cap- 
ture of Minorca a short time before. 
The following evening, several Spanish 
and French general officers, Avith their 
suites, visited the lines; where they 
remained, excepting one general, who, 
accompanied by an artjllery-ofticer and 
an engineer, came forward to the ad- 
vanced Avorks, and stood some time in 
front of the St. Martin’s battery. At 
this time a group of those who remained 
in the lines were assembled on the 
glacis : our artillery thought proper to 
give tl^m a shot, w^hich the general in 
the advanced works probably took as a 
hint to retire ; for he immediately pulled 
off’ his hat, and returned into the bat- 
tery. This circumstance served to con- 
firm us in our conjectures tha4 the rein- 
forcement was French; and it was 
computed to be about 501)0 men. Soon 
after the above fleet arrived, 5 gun- 
boats approached very near the toAvn, 
apparently out of bravado, to demon- 
strate to their ncAV' friends how con 
teraptuously they considered us ; but, 
a few rounds taking effect, they retired 
in great confusion, and most likely paid 
dear for their arrogance. The 20th 
and 21st the French troops disem- 
barked, and encamped co the oast of 
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the stoue quarry, immediately under 
the Queen of Spain’s Chair. 

As affairs were daily becoming more 
interesting, the scrjeants, and such 
drummers of the garrison as were able, 
were ordered, in case of alarm, to turn 
out with firelocks and accoutrements ; 
which "v^ere accordingly delivered to 
the different regiments from the granct 
store. The governor seemed deter- 
mined to have no idle hands in the 
place at such a critical time. Musi- 
cians, who before had been exempted 
from duty, also returned to the use of 
the firelock and shovel.. 

The morning of the 21st, two Ge- 
noese, formerly inhabitants of the gar- 
rison, who had been taken by the 


eneiT.y in a settee bound for Gibraltar, 
made their escape in a boat from a 
pris|ri-ship ^t Algeziras. TJiey in- 
formed us that the grand attack was 
fixt^ to be in September ; but that all, 
both sailors and soldiers, were much 
averse to the enterprise. In the after- 
noon, two general officers again visited 
the lines ; and we remarked tlj#ir 
guards did not relieve at their usual 
hour, but probably cjjmc down after 
twilight. From the 19th to the 21st, 
the enemy’s fire daily diminished ; and 
on the 22nd, about five in the evening, 
their batteries were totally silent. This 
sud<len cessation induced us to conclude 
that the Due de Crillon had assumed 
the command of the combined army. 
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CHAPTER VII. 
* 


Spaniards very active in completing; their battering-ships — The nephew of the celebrated Cor- 
sican general, Pascal Paoli, ‘arrives at Gibraltar, and offers, with others of his countrymen, 
to act as a volunteer during the siege — Enemy, after great preparations, commence tlie 
additional works on the isthmus — Letters between the Due de Crillon and General Eliott 
— Enemy’s works are by accident set on fire, which induces the duke to protect them by a 
tempontry cannonade — The British seamen landed a’'..i formal into a man-ii o brigade— 
Active operations of the besiegers — Some of the battering-ihips remote to tae Orange- 
grove, where the enemy begin to assemble their maritime force — Lieut. General Boyd re- 
commends an immediate trial of hot shot, the success of which provokes the enemy to open 
their new Ijatteries before they are completed — The combi noil fleebi of France and Spain 
arrive in the bay of Gibraltar — The grand attack — The batteiing-ships destroyed, and the 
enemy rescued from inevitable death by tlie gallantry of the marine brigade — Conduct of 
the besiegers after their defeat, till their small craft disperse. ** 


The court of Madrid, whose whole 
attention seemed bent upon the reco- 
very of Gibraltar, had hitherto found 
all her attempts, whether by sea or 
land, totally inefiectual, and tlie re- 
peated disjtrace which her arms had 
suffered could not fail to mortify her 
pride. The cruel and wanton destruc- 
tion of tlie town had tended to no other 
purpose than to reflect dishonour on 
her measures in the eye of Europe. 
Pride and revenge, therefore, now 
urged her to the utmost exertions of 
her power and skill, so that no means 
were neglected, no expense was spared, 
to insure success. Her treasun^s were 
lavishly expended ,• the labour of the 
nation was exhausted in the magni- 
tude of the preparations ; and her 
whole naval and military force now ap- 
peared directed to the recovery of that 
natural and ancient* appendage of the 
crown. 

The Due de Crillon, lately returned 
IVom the conquest of Fort St. Philip, 
who had fonnerly commanded at the 
Spanish lines before Gibraltar, and 
was perfectly acquainted with the situ- 
ation Tof the garrison, was appointed to 
conduct the military force to be em- 
ployed in this arduous and interesting 
entei*prise. With him were joined 
Monsieur d’Ar^on (a French engineer 


of great repute) and Admiral Moreno. 
The former had projected a plan, which 
had met with the approbation of his 
Most Catholic Majesty, for attacking the 
place with battering-ships, constructed 
upon such principles that they were 
equally considered as impregmhle and 
incombustible ; and, from the prodigious 
powers of which, little else was ex- 
pected than almost the anniliilation of 
the garrison : the latter had rendered 
himself equally eminent with the gene- 
ral ill the preceding conquest of Mi- 
norca. Under commanders of such 
distinguished ability, aided by every 
combing tion of force which human in- 
vention could devise, we need not in 
the least wonder at the flattering idea, 
universally ^prmed by the nation, of 
the event. 

General Eliott, on the opposite side, 
nnawed by the impending storm, pro- 
vided for every circumstance which 
might occur. Though surrounded on 
every hand with enemies, and far dis- 
tant from any hopes of relief and assist- 
ance, yet he reposed such confidence in 
the vigorous and united exertions of 
the little array under his command, 
whom he had already found superior 
to the greatest liardships, that he was 
not apprehensive of trusting the event 
to the decision of that fortune, which 
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had bwii so often favourable to the irl- 
tcr*»sts of the f^arrison. 

The 24th of June, the garrison l)egan 
to practise parapet-firing, with hall, at 
casks placed at difierent distances in 
the bay. Two days following, the 
enemy’s cannon were all under metal, 
and their advanced sentries and guards 
were reinforced. At Algeziras they 
still continued to work on seven ships: 
and in camp numerous parties were 
employed in.landing great quantities of 
stores, and in ranging ordnance, &c. in 
their artillery park. Early on the 
morning of the 27th, the captain of the 
Queen’s lines* guard ehallenged two 
persons w-ho had approached to Forbes’s 
barrier; one of whom, finding they 
were observed, cried out in French, 
“ Don’t fire ! ” after which, both in- 
stantly rail away toward the lines. In 
their retreat, one of them fell, and, his 
cloak coming unfolded, our sentries 
could distinguish that his uniform was 
white; which circumstance, added to 
that of their speaking French, induced 
us to conclude they were officers of 
that nation. A person of distinction, 
supposed to be the Due de Crillon, on 
the 30th, visited the lines and ad- 
vanced works. Our artillery fired a 
.shot over him and his suite, to show 
them that they were cjliserved. At 
night, a soldier of the 56th, attempting 
to desert from the Signal-house guard, 
was dashed to pieces in his descent. 
The next day his body was exposed as 
a public spectacle, to intimidate others 
from provoking a similar fate.* 

In the beginning of July, the tenth 
ship had been in hand two or three 
days ; and the enemy’s artificers were 
at work on the tops of those which 
were in the greatest forwardness, 
placing strong timbers, in form of*a 
dos d’ane, to serve as bomb-proofs. 
At night they raised their parallel se- 
veral fascines in height, and banked it 
up in front with sand. Though the 
enemy’s batteries had continued silent 
since the 22nd of June, the garrison 
persevered in a brisk discharge, direct- 
ing their fire to all parts of the lines, 
as well as the advanced works. The 
evening of the 2nd, a f^rty of the 
enemy advanced to Bay-side barrier; 


but several rounds of grape, which 
were fired from Willis’s, soon forced 
theia to retire. The succeeding evening 
they again attempted to take post tliere, 
an« met with a similar reception. Our 
navy, under the direction of an en- 
gineer, about this time repaired the 
lioom of Waterporc, and sunk anchors 
in the shallow water at the back o4i^he 
Old mole. Tlie enemy, though wc ex- 
pected it, never moleiAed them in this 
duty: indeed they seemed too intent 
upon their own operations to pay atten- 
tion to any of ours. 

The success attending oiir progress 
in the gallery alK)ve Farriiigdoii’s bat- 
tery, produced the idea of making a 
communication from the extremity of 
the King’s to the Queen’s lines ; and,* 
on the Gth, a party of miners began 
this new subterranean passage. Early 
the day following, a brig, coming in 
from the west, was taken by a xebeque 
and carried into Algeziras. If the 
master of this vessel had acted pru- 
dently, he might probably have escaped. 
On ’his first appearance, he coasted 
under French colours ; but being 
abreast of the point, and observing a 
felucca standing out to speak him, he 
hoisted British, and fired a shot. 'This 
circumstance spread the alarm: four 
or five gun-boats immediately rowed ' 
out and opposed her passage till a xe- 
beque came up and run her aboard. 

The afternoon of the 18th, an extra- 
ordinrflry instance of gallantry and pre- 
sence of mind occurred at the labora- 
tory adjoining the South bastion. An 
artilleryman, named Hartley, was em- 
ployed in the laboi:|itory filling shells 
with carcass composition, and driving 
fuses into and 6 inch shells. One 
of them, by some unaccountable ac- 
cident, took fire in the operation ; and, 
although he was surrounded with un- 
fixed fuses, loaded shells, composition, 
&c., with the most astonishing coolness 
he carried out the lighted shell, and 
threw it wrhere it could do little or no 
harm, and two seconds had scarcely 
elapsed before it exploded. If the shell 
had burst in the laboratory it is almost 
certain the whole would have been 
blown up, when the loss in fixed ammu- 
nition, fuses, &c., &c., would have been 
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irreparable, exclusive of the damage 
'which the fortifications must have suf- 
fered from the explosion," and the ] Wes 
that might have been lost. He i was 
handsomely re'warded by the goverhor. 
The night of the lOth, a soldier 6f De 
la Motte’s, who had been missing from 
the 5th, was discovered by the quarter- 
gifurd of tliat regiment stealing bread 
from the men’s tents : he was instantly 
pursued, but coUd not be overtaken. 
The next day, however, he was found 
concealed in a cave. Two others had 
also been retaken within a few preced- 
ing days. Such attention had been 
paid to scarping the back of the rock, 
that it was little short of madness in 
these wretches, at this period, to at- 
tempt desertion. 

Some experiments were made, in the 
beginning of this month, with large 
stones, cut to lit the calibre of a 13- 
inch mortar. The stones hud a small 
hole drilled in the centre which being 
filled with a sufficient (piantity of pow- 
der, they w'ere fired with a short fuse, 
to burst over -the enemy’s w'orks ; and 
the fragments were expected to do 
some damage, as well as alarm their 
workmen. It was an unusual mode of 
annoyance, and for its novelty was used 
for some time, but was soon laid aside. 
The 11 til, in the afternoon, four sailors, . 
under pretence of visiting some fishing- ' 
pots, deserted to the enemy. Two of I 
them were concerned in the conspiracy j 
to run away with the Speedwell ‘cutter, 
as mentioned, some months before. 
The following evening, a serj>ant of , 
the 72nd regiment, who had absented | 
himself several (\ays from his corps, 
and who, previous to his absence, had 
left a letter signifying his intention to 
desert, was retaken half-way down the 
rock, between Charles the Fifth’s wall 
and Mount Misery. He was so situ- 
ated as to be unable to descend or 
return, and was at length obliged to 
cry for assistance ; which being heard 
by the guard at the former post, search 
was made for the unhappy man, and 
he was afterwards executed. 

A deserter from the regiment of 
Bechart came in on the 14th: he ac- 
quainted as that the Due de Crillon 
had assumed the command of the siege. 


and that General Don Alvarez had 
quitted the camp; that tlie combined 
ai*my consisted of forty-five battalions of 
infantry, including eight French bat- 
talions, two battalions of Spanish, and 
four companies of French artillery, 
beside cavalry ; but, owing to desertion, 
their numbers were considerably dimi- 
nished. The battering-ships, he said, 
were to have on board French artillery ; 
and it was reported they would be 
completed in about six weeks, the time 
we had calculated ourselves from ob- 
servations on their progress. About 
this period additional forg- for heat- 
ing shots were established in difierent 
parts of the garrison, 'with all the pro- 
per apparatus. The 15th, the enemy 
laid a boom (?f spafs from the breakers 
north of the island at Algeziras towards 
the northward; some few days after- 
wards it was considerably lengthened, 
and tlic gun-boats were ranged in front 
of it ; a boom was also placed between 
the island and the main land. We con- 
cluded these obstructions were intended 
to defend their battering-ships from 
any attempts m c might make to destroy 
them before they were completed. The 
same day an embrasure was opened in 
the face of the rock, communicating 
■w ith the gallery above Farringdon’s : 
the mine was. loaded with an unusual 
quantity of powder, and the explosion 
was so amazingly loud, that almost the 
whole of the enemy’s camp turned out 
at the report : but what must their sur- 
prise have been when they observed 
whence *\;he smoke issued ! The ori- 
ginal intention of this opening was to 
communicate air to the workmen, who 
before were almost suffocated with the 
smoke which remained after blowing the 
diff’erctit mines ; but, on examining the 
aperture more closely, an idea was con- 
ceived of mounting a gun to bear on 
all the enemy’s batteries, excepting 
Fort Barbara : accordingly orders were 
given to enlarge the inner part for the 
recoil ; and, when finished, a twenty- 
four-pounder was mounted.* 

* This novel formation of a covered i)attery 
was afterwards extended, and the work was 
prosecuted N\ith such success, that four, if not 
five {juris nmtc; mounted in the {»allery, before 
tile subsequent September; and in a little 



1702.] 


SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR. . 


119 


Tho 18th, a soldier of the .5<;th regi- 
ment who had escaped from the quar- 
ter-guard some days before, uiid wdio, 
it is imagined, had endeavoured to 
desert, surrendered himself voluntarily 
to the main guard. One of the 58th, 
and another of the 97th regiment, hatl 
got off' in the former part of tlie month : 
the discouragement, however, which 
had of late attended these deluded 
wretches, we were in hopes, would now 
deter others from attempting to aban- 
don their colours at this critical junc- 
ture. 

Our artillery, as the^ firing was very 
inconsiderable,, w’cre no^w chiefly en- 
gaged in preparing shells and carcasses 
to be used against the enemy's ships. 
The engineers worn also .equally inde- 
fatigable in their departm’ent. On the 
j)iirt of the besiegers, multitudes of 
mules were coustantly* employed in 
different duties in their camp, and 
large parties continued to land military 
stores and powder at the Orange-grove. 
The 25th, the St. Philip’s Castle and 
Hector cutter arrived from the east- 
ward, and communicated the agreeable 
nows of the entire defeat of the French 
lle(.‘t in tlie West Indies by Admiral 
Sir George Rodney, with the capture 
of the Ville de Paris, and the French 
admiral, the Comte de Grasse, In 
consequence of this victory, a grand 
salute w as fired at noon ; and in the even- 
ing a feu-de-joie, by the troops drawn 
up from the Grand battery to the New 
mole fort. Signor Lconctti, nephew to 
Pascal Paoli, the celebrated Cwsican 
general, with two officers, a chaplain, 
and GS volunteers, came as passengei-s 
in these vessels to offer Jlieir services 
to the governor. In the course of tlie 
same day, our engineers began to fix a 
chqyaux-de-frise from Uie foot of Land- 
port glacis, adjoining Waterport, to 
the sloping palisades on the causeway, 
and thence to be continued across the 
Inundation to the advanced covered- 
way, leading to Lower Forbes’s bar- 

more than twelve months from the day the 
eii^jineers comnK‘nce<i, it was advanced to the 
projection of tile rock, where the ^fovernor 
purposcil to make a battery i which aherwards 
was cilected, and is now Jistinguishc'd by the 
name of St. George’s Hall. 


riel*. The enemy did not molest the 
party on this duty; which to us ap- 
pea|-cd very ^extraordinary. 

A boat arrived on the 2Gth with two 
pa^^ets from Faro, which mentioned 
that,, the enemy’s preparations for the 
attack would be complete by the mid- 
dle of August, and that all the boats 
along the coast in the vicinity of Qjiliz 
were already engaged to embark troops 
for the expedition. \ private letter by 
this boat gave us some general informa- 
tion of the immense prepai-ations which 
were making, and some idea of the 
construction of the new-iu\'cnted ves- 
sels, which had inspired the enemy 
with such confidence of success. It re- 
cited, “ That ten ships were to be for- 
tified six or seven feet thick, on the. 
larboard side, with green timber bolted 
with iron, cork, junk, and raw hides ; 
which were to carry guns of heavy 
metal, and be bomb-proof on the top, 
witli a descent for the shells to slide 
off’; that these vessels, w'hich they sup- 
osed would be impregnable, were to 
e moored within half gun-shot of the 
walls with iron chains ; and large boats 
with mantlets were to lie off' at some 
distance, full of troops, to assist, and be 
ready to take advantage of occurrences ; 
that the mantl(d.s of these boats were to 
be formed with hinges to fall down, to^ 
facilitate their landing; that they were 
to have 40,000 men in camp, and the 
principal attack was to be made by 
sea, to be covered by a squadron of 
men-of-war, with bomb-ketches, fioat- 
ing ba^jteries, gun and mortar boats, &c. : 
and that the Comte d’Artois, brother to 
the King of France, wdth other great 
personages, was to 4)e present at the 
attack.” 

Toward the conclusion of the month, 
our attention was engaged for several 
nights successively by a great noise on 
the isthmus, like that of a large body 
of men at work : a few light balls were 
thrown in different parts to discover 
whence it proceeded ; but w e could never 
discern any men, except their patroles; 
it was therefore imagiiuid these parties 
were employed within the lines. The 
29th, the w^ooden buildings in tlie navy 
yard at the New molewxTC taken down 
and removed to Rosia, wdiere they 
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were afterwards re-establishc^d on an 
enlarged plan. As the communications 
along the line-wall, &c. t 9 the north- 
ward w'erc expected to be much Ex- 
posed to the enemy’s fire when vie 
ships M^ere brought before the wl^lis, 
the engineers, about this time, began a 
covered-way along the rampart, from 
Or^yyre’s bastion to the Grand parade, 
and tiience to be continued to South- 
port ; this w’as done by clearing away 
the rubbish from the old houses imme- 
diately under the works, and filling 
others up, which also served as tra- 
verses against the land batteries. An- 
other covered-way w'as likewise made 
to comnumicate from the Princess of 
Wales’s lines with the South barracks. 
.The 31 St, upward of 100 covered wag- 
gons came to the enemy’s lines from 
the camp, supposed to be laden with 
ammunition and stores for the batteries. 

Appearances became daily more im- 
portant in the month of August. The 
enemy’s artificers were remarkably 
diligent at Algeziras, and the cruisers 
became more attentive to the blockade. 
They were particularly suspicious of 
every vessel that came in sight from 
the w^est ; and the gun-boats wore sta- 
tioned out as night-cniisers ; w'hich 
probably was the reason why we had 
not been for some time visited by them. 
In their camp every person seemed 
employed ; and their depots of fascines 
and pickets were very considerable, 
notwithstanding the quantities continu- 
ally removed to the lines. Nor were 
we less active in taking advantage of 
this interval : large and lofty traverses 
were raised along the line-wall; new 
communications were made at Willis’s ; 
the flank of the Princess Anne’s battery 
was rebuilt, and heavy metal mounteJ, 
to bear over Waterport. The 4th, the 
Corsican volunteers were formed into 
an independent corps, under Signor 
Leonetti, who was appointed captain- 
commandant. The company consisted 
of a captain and captain-lieutenant, first 
and second lieutenants, one adjutant, one 
dhaplain, four seijeants, four corporals, 
two drummers, and sixty-eight privates. 
They were armed with a firelock and 
bayonet, each a horse-pistol slung on 
the left side, and two cartridge-boxes. 
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The governor quartered them on Wind- 
mill-hill, and committed that post to 
their charge. 

As the completing of the subter- 
ranean communication from the King’s 
to the Queen’s lines appeared (from the 
difliculty at that time attending the rein- 
forcing of the latter, in case of fin alarm) 
to be an object of great importance, the 
governor, on the 6th, ordered all the 
miners in the different regiments into 
the King’s works, to prosecute it with 
greater diligence, and assist in the gal- 
lery above Farringdon’s, which now 
extended 140 feet in the polid rock. 
The same day the enemy reir. f ved the 
old masts out o? several of the batter- 
ing-ships, substituting jury-masts in 
their places. , Thrpe hulls now ap- 
peared nearly’ finished. The evening 
of the 6th, the governor thought pro- 
per to detach a trusty serjeant, with 
four men, from I^andport, to a recess 
in the rock under the Queen’s lines, 
near I..ower Forbes’s, with orders to 
advance a sentry to the barrier, who 
was to listen attentively to what w'lis 
transacting upon the neutral ground ; 
but by no means to lire, except in his 
own defence. This party was to with- 
draw at the grey of the morning, that 
they might not be observed by the 
enemy. 

The 7th came in a deserter who had 
been formerly in our service at Mi- 
norca. He swam from behind Fort 
Barbara, and landed at the Devil’s 
tower; near which place he met a 
patrole of cavalry, but, throwing him- 
self on the ground, was not observed. 
He said the duke was resolved to fire, 
the 2.5th instant; and, from the pro- 
digious number of mortars mounted in 
the lines, reports were industriously 
propagated in the camp, that our ord- 
nance would soon ^ silenced by their 
superior fire, and the batteries beaten 
to powder. He further acquainted us, 
that there were . 34,000 men in camp, 
and but little intercourse between the 
Spaniards and their allies, who were 
principally new levies, and very little 
disciplined; concluding with a con- 
firmation of the last intelligence, that 
the soldiers in general so disrelished 
the business, that many daily deserted 
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with their arms into the country. We 
continued to fire a few light balls at 
night, for fear the enemy should make 
any addition to their advanced works, 
which, from the immense quantity of 
materials brought to the lines, we sus- 
pected would be commenced very soon ; 
and, as it was apprehended their ad- 
vances would be made to the eastward, 
the guns at Willis’s and the heights 
bearing toward that quarter were 
loaded with grape to be more effectual 
in the execution, in case they were dis- 
covered. On the 11th, the 72nd regi- 
ment, which was quartered in the bas- 
tions in town, independent of their 
quota towards the ot!ier duties of the 
garrison, voluntarily offered to assist in 
making the new poverejd-way from the 
Grand parade to Orangb’s bastion ; and 
1 00 of them were immediately employed. 
The governor, however, as a compensa- 
tion for their veal, ordered them to be 
paid as real-men (that is, to receive two 
reals each per day ; which is equal, at 
par, to about 9d» sterling) with the ad- 
dition to each man of a pint of grog. 

The enemy on the 13th got up the 
masts and yards in several ships, and 
'^heiit the sails of two; but, from the 
appearance of tlie whole, we did not 
think they could be finished by the 
2 5th. Some few days before, they lined 
the uppei port-holes of the two-deckers 
with tin, to., protect, as we imagined, 
the cheeks of the ports from being 
burnt by the constant firing of the 
cannon. In the evening, the 97th 
regiment furnished, for the §rst time, a 
working party of 120 men, to remove 
ship-timbers from the New mole to 
Montague’s bastion, where the engineers 
intended to erect a cavalier for two 
guns. 

About this time a species of influeaiza 
made its appearance on board the fri- 
gates in the Mole, and soon communi- 
cated with the garrison. Its general 
symptoms were sudden pains, accom- 
panied with a dizziness in the head ; 
though others were affected in a dif- 
ferent manner. For several days near 
•100 men were daily taken to the hos- 
pital ; but bleeding and a night’s rest 
usually removed it It was attributed 
at that time to the extraordinary heat 


bf the atmosphere, which was unusually 
warm, owing to the extensive fires 
iimde by the Spaniards on the iieigh- 
bluring hills, and the stagnant state of 
t*e air ; but we have since learned that 
it Jras universal over Europe, and we 
had reason, at that time, to think the 
enemy were not !|,ess affected by it than 
the garrison. 

A general officer, supposed tooe the 
Due de Crillon, but who, it was after- 
wards learned, was me Comte d’ Artois, 
visiU‘d, on the 15th, the advanced 
works ; we soon had reason to believe 
that his object was to reconnoitre the 
ground, previous to entering upon the 
succeeding additions which were made 
to the parallel; for, the subsequent 
morning at daybreak, to our grqjjt 
astonishment, we discovered that they 
had raised, during the preceding night, 
a very strong and lofty epaulment, in 
extent about 500 yards, connecting the 
parallel to the eastern breach, with a 
communication, near 1300 yards long, 
extending from the principal barrier of 
the lines to the east end of the new 
epaulment. Their works now em- 
braced each shore of the isthmus, and 
fully completed the first parallel. The 
communication, or boyau (as it was 
distinguished by our engineers), con- 
sisted of casks filled with sand, whiqjj^ 
was also thrown up in front, having 
traverses at equal distances in the rear, 
made of casks and fascines; but the 
epaiilment appeared to be raised en- 
tirely with sand-bags, from ten to twelve 
feet Jiigh, with a thickness proportion- 
able ; and altogether was a most stu- 
pendous work. Its purpose however 
was not immediatoly pointed out. To 
erect these new additions in so short a 
time, we computed, at a moderate cal- 
culation, must have employed 10,U00 
men, which was afterwards confirmed 
to us by their officers; and that so 
numerous a party should be at work 
within 800 yards of the garrison, itself 
on the alert, and not be discovered, 
must appear, to a person not present, 
almost incredible. We threw a few 
light balls whilst they were at work, 
one of which, we afterwards learned, 
greatly alarmed them ; but, finding 
they were not discovered, they resumed 
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their occupation, and withdrew in the 
nioniiiig unobserved. The Spanish 
gazettt‘ described this paralkd as of 2Ji\0 
toises* in length ; and added, that 
viilUon six hundred thousand sand-baff^' 
were used in raising it. The coinmu- 
uication it mentioned to liavt l)een in 
length (iSO toises, and formed of fascines 
and ct:. ks. The governor at night did 
not order an increase of firing on the 
new works : a few rounds were dis- 
charged, with several carcasses and 
liglit-balls ; but tlie latter were almost 
i inniediately extinguished. 

The night of the 17th, the enemy 
brought a great number of casks, 
[)ickets, and fascines, to the rear of 
the eastern communication, which was 
rsised to a little extent near the barrier. 
They also erected three epaulments 
with retiring Hanks of sand-bags, for 
mortar l)atterics in the parallel. Two 
were U) the westward, and the third to 
the eastward of the Mahon battery. 

The morning of the 18th, we ob- 
served one of the battering-ships at 
anchor off Harcelo’s batteiy. About 
noon, the men-of-war at Alge/iras were 
decoi'ated with flags, as was customary 
on the celebration of a festival ; and, 
what did not escape our observation, 
the English ensign was at the main- 
• l^;p-gallant mast-head of the admirafs 
ship, witli the Spanish ensign flying 
triumphantly over it. Soon after, 
seven barges with crimson awnings 
rowed from Algeziras to the Ora’ilge- 
grove, where they received on board 
some great personages, and returned to 
Algeziras, escorted by 1.5 gun-boats, 
which repeatedly fired salutes, as did 
the men-of-war : on their return 
amongst the shipping, the battering- 
ships hoisted their ensigns, and salutes 
were agam fired by the men-of-war. 
The barges then proceeded to the bat- 
tering-ship wliich was anchored apart 
from the rest, where they remained 
some time ; and, on the company’s 
quitting the ship, she fired a salute of 
eight guns, and the boats went along- 
side the admiral. About three, the 
battering-ship got under way, and 

• A toise is equal to our fathom, or six 
feeU 


sailed to the nortliward, past the flag- 
ship ; she eiideavoured to sail back, 
but in vain ; and was obliged to be 
towed to her station by 10 gun-boats. 
At six o’clock, three barges only re- 
turned from the Spanish admiral to 
the Orange-grove, and were saluted 
and reconducted with the same cere- 
mony as before. We now imagined 
that the Comte d’Artbis was arrived, 
and these compliments were paid in 
consequence of his dining witii the 
Spanish admiral. Our firing at night 
was very brisk. The succeeding morn- 
ing we jx‘?ceived that tlie eii* my had 
constructed nine .traverses adjoining the 
eastern part of the epaulinent, and had 
raised the boyau with fascines. The 
epaulinent for gnothcr mortar battery 
was likcAvise erected in the j>arallel 
opposite the Centre redoubt. At night 
the enemy were heard-vhard at work; 
our firing was conseqwUltiy Increased 
by the addition of the lower batteries : 
the enemy did not return a sliot. 

On the 19th, a small magazine blew 
up in the enemy’s camp, near Jiuena 
Vista, which set a hut on fire. About 
noon, a flag of truce came from the 
duke : the officer appeared to be a 
person of rank, as the boat had a crim- 
son awning, and the rowers were in 
uniform. After^ passing and repassing 
several times, our boat returned with a 
present, from the duke to the governor, 
of ice, fruit, vegetables, &c. The 
oflBcers informed us that the salutes 
fired the preceding day were in cora- 
jdiment it the Comte d’ Artois, &c. 
The following was handed about as a 
genuine translation of the duke’s letter 
on this occasion; therefore, without 
vouching for its authenticity, it is here 
inserted to gratify the curiosity of the 
reaSler. 

** Camp, of Buena Vista, 
Aug. 19, 1782.” 

“Sir, — His Royal Highness Comte 
d’ Artois, who has received permission 
from the king his brother to assist at 
the siege, as a volunteer in the combined 
army, of which their Most Christian 
and Catholic Majesties have honoured 
me with the command, arrived in this 
camp the J 'Mi instant. I’his young 
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prince has been pleased, in passing 
tliroiigh Madrid, to take charge of 
some letters which had been sent to 
that capital from this place, and which 
are addressed to persons belonging to 
your garrison : his Royal Highness has 
desired tliat I would transmit them to 
you, and that to this mark of his good- 
ness and attention I should add the 
strongest expressions of esteem for your 
person and character. I feel the great- 
est pleasur^j in giving this mark of con- 
descension in this august prince, as it 
furnishes me with a pretext, which I 
have been anxiously'looking for these 
two months that I hav« beeu in camp, 
to assure you of the highest esteem X 
have conceived for your Excellency, of 
the sincerest desirtJ I foul of deserving 
yours, and of the pleasure to which I 
hx)k forward of becondng your friend, 
af'ter I shall have learned to render 
myself worthy of the honour, by facing 
you as an enemy. Ilis Highness the 
Due de Bourbon, who arrived here 
twenty-four hours after the Comte 
d’ Artois, desires also that I should 
assure you of his particular esteem. 

“ Permit me. Sir, to offer a few 
trifles for your table, of which I am 
sure you must stand in need, as I know 
you live entirely upon vegetables: I 
should be glad to know, what kind you 
like best. I shall add a few head of 
game for the gentlemen of your house- 
hold, and some ice, which I presume 
will not be disagreeable in the exces- 
sive heat of this climate at this season 
of the year. I hope yoif will be 
obliging enough to accept the small 
portion which I send with this letter. 
— I have the honour to be, &c. 

“ B. B. Due DE Crillon. 

** His Excellency • 

General Eliott, &c.” 

The barge which brought the letter 
and present ranged at a short distance 
along the town, from off the Old mole 
head to Ragged Staff, where she was 
stopped by our flag ; but being thought 
rather too near, as they might thence 
make what observations they chose on 
our batteries, a shot was fired over her 
from the Repulse prame ; upon which 
she rowed further out in the bay, and 


waited at a considerable distance for 
the return of our flag. The night of 
tbA; Ath, the enemy raised the semi- 
circular parapet of the place d’armes 
jtTining the east flank of the St. Carlos’s 
battery, with sand-bags eight or nine 
feet high, apparently for a battery : 
they also made some consideral)le ad- 
ditions to the eastern works. 'Vitt day 
following, a flag of truce went from 
the garrison with (an answer to the 
duke^ polite letter of the preceding 
day : the governor’s letter was reported 
to be to the following purpose : — 

“ Gibraltar, Au^. *20, 17S2.” 

“ Sir, — I find myself highly honoured 
by your obliging letter of yesterday, in 
which your Excellency was so kind 9s 
to inform me of the arrival in your 
camp of his Royal llighness^e Comle 
d’ Artois, and the Due dc Bourbon, to 
serve as volunteers at the siege. Tliese 
princes have shown their judgment in 
making choice of a master in the art of 
war, whose abilities cannot fail to form 
great warriors. I am overpowered w ith 
the condescension of his Royal Higimess, 
in suffering some letters for persons in 
this town to be conveyed from Madrid 
in his carriages. I flatter myself that 
yoiu* Excellency will give my most pro- 
found respects to his Royal HighneiST' 
and to the Due de Bourbon, for the 
expressions of esteem with wliieh they 
have been pleased to honour so insig- 
nificant a person as I am. , 

“ I return a thousand thanks to your 
Exctfilency for your handsome present 
of fruits, vegetables, and game. You 
will excuse me, hoyever, I trust, when 
I assure you, that, iu accepting your 
present, I have broken through a reso- 
lution to which I had faithfully adhered 
since the beginning of the war; and 
that was, never to receive or procure, 
by any means whatever, any provisions 
or other commodity for my owm private 
use ; so that, without any preference, 
everything is sold publicly here ; and 
the private soldier, if he have money, 
can become a purcliaser as well as the 
governor. I confess I make it a point 
of honour to partake both of plenty and 
scarcity in common with the lowest of 
my brave fellow-soldiers. This fur* 
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nishes mo with nn oxoiise for tho liberty 
I now take, of ontreatiiig your Excel- 
lency not to heap any more, favotre pn 
me of tliis kind, as in future I cannot 
convert your presents to my own pi^i- 
vate use. Indeed, to be plain with 
your Exeelleney, thon^rh vegetables at 
this season are sear»'e with us, every' 
maii,bas got a quantity proportioned to 
the labour which he has bestowed in 
raising them. Tfc English are na- 
turally fond of gardening and culti- 
vation: and here we find our amuse- 
ment in it, (luring the inten'als of rest 
from public duty'. The promise which 
the Due de Crillon makes, of honour- 
ing me in proper time and place with 
his friendship, lay^s me under infinite 
Qb'ligations. The interest of our sove- 
reigns being once solidly settled, 1 
shall witl^eageniess embrace the first 
opportunity to avail myself of so pre- 
cious a treasure. — I have the honour 
to bo, &c, 

“ G. A. Eliott. 

“ Ills ExcoUoncy 
the Due de Crillon, &c.” 

Our artillery, on the night of the 
20th, fired with great vivacity from 
the upper and lower batteries, in all 
directions; for the objects now were 
» numerous and divided, the parallel 
being upwards of half a mile in extent, 
that we could not always be certain 
where to find them employed. In the 
morning we observed they had naised 
the boyau, and made some alterations 
in the western works. The cn«jny*s 
operations were not now carried on in 
the same slow manner as formerly : the 
duke seemed deterifiirKid to act with vi- 
gour, and astonish us by the rapidity 
with which he raised his batteries. His 
army was numerous, and his orders 
(if we may credit report) with respect 
to means and materials unlimited. 
Every exertion was therefore used to 
complete them with expedition. Whilst 
Our opponents were so active, we were 
nqt on our parts indolent, or inatten- 
tive to* the defence of the garrison. 
The late additions of the enemy made 
considerable alterations necessary in 
the works at Willis’s, &c. Our parties 
were therefore augmented, and em- 
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ployed in strengthening the commu- 
nications, repairing the splinter-proofs, 
and on other important duties of the 
same nature. Green’s lodge and the 
Royal battery were ordered to be cais- 
soned with ship-timber : the intrenched 
covered -way from the Princess of 
Wales's lines was continued, and sloping 
palisades placed under those parts of the 
line-wall, from the eight-gun bastion 
to the New mole, which were not well 
flanked from above. A boom of masts 
was likewise laid from the former to 
the head of the watering-tank, and 
anchors sunk in t^he shallow ^‘'ater be- 
tween that hasten and Rcgged Staff. 

The afternoon of the 21st a carcass 
from Willis's set fire to some loose 
fiiscines in thg rear of the Eastern 
boyau, which ' soon communicated to 
the work itself ; and the line for a con- 
siderable extenft was involved in the 
flames. On the appearance of the smoke 
our lower batteries immediately opened, 
and a most animated cannonade was 
directed from the garrison. A pai^ 
of the enemy endeavoured to extin- 
guish the fire ; but, finding their efforts 
to stop its progress in vain, they gal- 
lantly pulled down the line on each 
side to prevent the flames from spread- 
ing; which they at length effected, 
but not without considerable loss from 
our artillery. For some time we ima- 
gined the enemy would remain si/ent 
spectators of the conflagration; but, 
an officer arriving at the lines about 
six o’clock, their batteries instantly 
returned .‘he fire, seconded soon after 
by the new thirteen-gun battery near 
the Tower; the latter, however, after 
four or five discharges, was silenced 
by the Old mole head howitzers. Our 
fire was so brisk and so well served, 
that it exceeded theirs by four to one. 
About half-past seven the flames burnt 
out; and our additional ordnance, as 
well as the enemy's batteries, ceased. 
In this short firing they returned 743 
shot and 38 shells ; and we expended 
in the 24 hours, includinfj what were 
discharged on this occawon, 90 bar- 
rels of powder. Wo had three men 
slightly wounded. In the prior part 
of the day, 13 feluccas arrived in the 
bay from the east : some imagined they 
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wore intended for additional gun-boats ; 
others, for debarking troops. The 22nd, 
the enemy had repaired the damage 
done by the fire the preceding day; 
but in the afternoon anotlier similar 
accident had nearly happened: a car- 
cass was thrown into the St. Martin’s 
battery, and took eft’ect ; but the guard 
exerted themselves with such activity 
and bravery, that it was soon extin- 
guished, although our lower batteries 
were again open to support it. The 
enemy weie on this day totally silent. 
The succeeding night they dressed and 
raised the new co|nmunication, and 
made some additions to the eastern part 
of the parallel: th^ were also at 
work in their new mortar batteries ; 
and great quantities of materials were 
brought down to the lides, and into the 
advanced works. 

The 24th, the inhabitants in Hardy- 
town l>egan earlv to remove their bed- 
ding, &c. towards Europa: they were 
confident, from the information of the 
last deserters, that the enemy would 
again open their batteries the succeeding 
day, being the anniversary of St Louis ; 
and no persuasions could banish their 
appreliensions. They were however 
convinced, the following day, that the 
duke was not prepared, whatever his 
intentions might have been some weeks 
before. • 

The enemy being heard at work, on 
the night of the 24th, drew a warm 
fire fi'om our batteries. In the morn- 
ing we found they had raised addi- 
tional traverses to the sand-^ag epaul- 
ment, which now presented a formid- 
able battery of sixty-four embrasures, 
divided into four batteries of fourteen 
embrasures each, and' one of eight; 
leaving a space at the eastern extre- 
mity, as we concluded, for mortvs. 
Tlie original epaulment remained en- 
tire, the additional merlons joining at 
proper intervals the front work, which 
served to mask the embrasures till the 
batteries were finished. Several embra- 
sures of the 8-gun battery they had 
already lined with fascines. Some ad- 
ditions were also made to the St. Car- 
los’s battery, the parapet of which was 
len^hened toward the west. The fol- 
lowing night the enemy, notwithstand- 


ing a warm fire froiA Ihe garrison 
erected three large magazines, and, 
began a fourth in the rear of the 64- 
gin battery: they likewise lined many 
QT the embrasures with fascines, and 
raised a sand-bag traverse to cover the 
communication from the west flank 
of the 64-gun Jpattery to the paral- 
lel. ♦ 

The 26th, the Queen Charldf^, Le- 
onora, and Charles, ordnance-ships, 
with the St. Philijfs Castle, were or- 
dered into the Mole to be run ashore 
till the expected attack was decided. 
The seamen belonging to the frigates 
were employed also abo^t this time in 
carrying sails and yards to erect tents 
for a camp at Europa, where they were 
to be stationed when the goverqgr 
should think proper to order them on 
shore. In the evening, about ten o’clock, 
came in a deserter, an Irishman, w ho 
formerly had been in our service ; he 
swam from the beach beyond Fort St. 
Philip, and attempted to land at Bay- 
side, but was fired upon by their ad- 
vanced sentries. He informed us it 
was reported that the duke had intended 
firing on the 2r)th, but was prevented 
from finishing his batteries so soon as 
he expected by the heavy fire from 
the garrison : that, in their endeavours 
to extinguish the flames on the pt^gg, 
ceding 2 1st, the party had sustained 
very considerable loss: a colonel and 
1 7 men of the regiment to which he 
belonged were killed. He corrobo- 
rated the intelligence, by the last de- ■ 
sertei*, concerning the number of men 
in camp, and respecting the preva- 
lence of desertion. 

We did not diicover any material 
additions the morning of the 27th: a 
fifth magazine was erected ; also seve- 
ral traverses in the rear of the parallel. 
Another of the battering-ships an- 
chored the same day off Barcelo’s bat- 
tery, apart from the rest : as site swung 
round with the tide, we had an oppor- 
tunity of viewing with glasses the star- 
board-side, which we perceived was 
not closed in and finished like the oppo- 
site side ; the lx)mb-proof only extend- 
ing about three parts over, leaving con- 
siderable openings between the strong 
uprights which supported it from the 
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deck, for tlie^ convenient reception 
of men, provisions, and ammunition. 
We observed, the same day, a great 
nnmhe?- of boats ranged aloifg the slirf*e 
at Algeziras. In the afternoon, tne 
Repulse pramc came into the NeV’ 
mole ; and the succeeding morning the 
Fortune and Vanguard ’were likewise 
withdrawn from the .bay. Ati night 
the ?i>vmy erected a number of tra- 
verses in rear of their parallel and bat- 
tery, and finished kome interior work, 
as they IkkI done the preceding night, 
thongli we kept up our usual f re. 

The enemy’s s(piadron was rcin- 
foree<l on th(^28th with six Spanish 
line-of-battle ships and a xebeqiie, 
under a commodore, from the west. 
In the course of the day, two 24-pound- 
ers were taken np the hill to the gal- 
lery above Farringdon’s, for the em- 
brasures already opened ; and 400 ad- 
ditional workmen were ordered into the 
works. Upwards of Ooo men were at 
this time daily employed at Willis’s, 
covering and strengthening the flanks ; 
likewise in forming new eommunica- 
tion.s with splinter-proofs, traverses, 
See., as the new battery enfiladed most 
of the old covered-ways, and rendered 
a thorough change necessary in those 
works, before the artillery could be 
^jprop(*rly covered. The conmiunica- 
"^tions in town and at the south were 
tberefor'b discontinued, till the above 
were put in the best state of defence and 
security. At dusk, three serjeants were 
posted ujK)n the North, King’s, and 
South bastions, to observe and report 
the enemy’s signals in camp, and dflong 
the coast. At night, a deserter from 
the Walons came ,over in the same 
manner as the last. He reported, that 
a very strong party was ordered for 
work that evening ; which induced the 
governor to increase the firing from 
Willis’s, the lines, and lower batteries. 
He further accpiainted us, that we 
killed num])ers of their workmen ; and 
that tlie 1 nth of next month was fixed 
for opening upon the garrison : but 
that all,x;ven the volunteers, were dis- 
heartened at the very thoughts of the 
attack. Ninety pieces of cannon, he 
likewise said, were brought into the 
64-gun battery ; which number was to 
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be increased, to supply the place of 
those which might be damaged, or 
over-heated. The night of tll<^ 28th, 
the enemy raised more tra^ erses, ancl 
began communications to their niaga* 
zines: 153 of the former were erected 
behind the long boyau. They also 
worked upon the mortar batteries. 

It was about this period that the 
Spanish SC-pounders, with other guns 
of the same heavy nature, were dis- 
tributed on the sea-line in room of ord- 
nance of smaller calibre, which were 
mounted in their places against the 
enemy’s batteries. Hy this disposition 
the duke would 'not have i; in his 
power to returiT any of"' the sliot we 
fired, as his cannon were all 2f)-pomid- 
ers ; and the governor was enabled to 
retaliate on their shipping, those shot 
which he had received from the land ; 
annoying them .,by this means with 
their own weapons. Toward the con- 
clusion of the month, the influenza had 
almost disappeared : the working par- 
ties were therefore reinforced, though 
the heavy duty of the guards would 
with difficulty permit it : on the 29th, 
the engineers paraded upwards of 
1 700 workmen, including non-com- 
missioned officers. The enemy, on 
the night of the 29th, raised merlons 
for four embrasures, joining the semi- 
circular sand-lxig epanlment, east of 
St. Carlos’s battery. 'Six battering- 
ships were at anchor off Harcelo’s bat- 
tery on the 30th. The same day our 
seamen were ordered on shore, to en- 
camp at Europa. At night, the artil- 
lery, in addition to their former fire, 
opened the Grand battery : it did not 
however prevent the enemy from plat- 
forming the ()4-gtin battery, and making 
further additions to the mortar batteries. 
Tl^py also lined with fascines the embra- 
sures of the semicircular 4-gun bat- 
tery. Many hundred mules were still 
employed in bringing clay and fascines 
to the parallel. Our fire was very de- 
structive amongst these animals, as well 
as their workmen; two, three, and 
sometimes more of the foniier being 
frequently seen dead on the sands at 
daybreak. 

Our engineers, by the close of the 
month, had extended Lantlport che- 
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vaux-clo-frisc to the causeway, and 
begun the otluT across the Inundation, 
t’arpenters wcTcateo engaged in caisson- 
ing the Royal and Green’s lodge batte- 
ries, and raising new traverses at those 
posts. The enemy’s squadron in the bay 
at this period was as follows : four line- 
of-hattle ships, and one of 50 guns (on 
board of which was the flag), two fri- 
gates, three cutters, four bomb-ketches, 
and snialkT armed vessels, were at 
Algeziras : two ships of the line were 
at anchor </fl:‘ the Orange-grove ; and a 
frigate, with an armed brig, was at Ca- 
brita. To these wo^ may add the bat- 
tering-ships and gun-boats. Sincti two 
of the men-ot‘-war hadi^removed nearer 
the enemy’s camp, boats full of soldiers 
were fre<iuent]y observed going on 
board them ; and*as the*guns were seen 
to be drawn back from the ports, and 
suddenly run out again, whilst the 
troo[>s were on board, we suspected 
tliat they were practising to work the 
guns, previous to their embarking on 
board the battering-ships. 

Affairs seemed now drawing to a 
crisis : and, as every appearance indi- 
ciited that the attack would not long 
be deferi-wl, the inhabitants, apprehen- 
sive of the consequences, w ere wonder- 
fully active in securing places of re- 
trt‘at for themselves and their property. 
Tlio besiegers wrought hard the night 
of the ,31st : two cross-communications 
lined with fascines were thrown up 
from the long boyau, leading to the 
parallel ; one to the western flank of the 
(!4-guu Irattery, the other to the west- 
ward of the Mahon battery. ^ Five tra- 
verses were also erected within each of 
the new mortar batteries, and magazines 
for aniinunition were bt'gnii near them, 
joining the parallel. We imagined 
they were likewise employed in bring- 
ing down ordnance to the advanced 
works. Our artillery amused them 
with a brisk fire; but the governor 
rather objected to such a quantity of 
powder being at this time expended, as 
he was of opinion they were now too 
well covered in their batteries to l>e 
much annoyed; and we might after- 
wards have more occasion for the am- 
munition. 

The evebing of the 1st of September, 


a small boat manned ♦vlith English 
.sailors sailed for Portugal. Lieut. 
Campbell, of the navy, sailed in her 
wjth dispafclies from the governor for 
England. At night, the enemy erected 
epaulment of sand-bags, apparently 
for two guns, adjoining the west flank 
of the Mahon battery ; and raised 
the new communications several fas- 
cines in height. Some additioi«?’w^ere 
likewise made to the magazines. Long 
strings of mules stiW continued bring- 
ing dowm fascines and other materials, 
which were deposited in difterent parts 
of their works. We imagined these 
animals also brouglit down shot and 
shells, as their piles in the artillery 
park were considerably diminished. In 
the garrison, our engineers were inrie- 
fatigablc in raising defences agaiflfet 
the enemy’s formidable new batteries ; 
and coals were distributed to the grates 
and furnaces for heating shot. 

We perceived very little alteration 
in the operations of our opponents on 
the 3rd : they lined the embrasures of 
the new 2-gun battery, and added to 
the cross - commimications. In the 
course of the day, their squadron w as 
reinforced with two French men-of- 
war from the eastward, which w^ere 
conducted into the bay by a Spanish 
frigate. The 4th, the enemy removed 
the guns from the two 14-gun batterffS 
in the lines, and dismounted most of 
the ordnance in the mortar batteries, 
probably to repair the beds and plat- 
forms. The removing of the cannon ^ 
from the former gave us no small plea- 
suref as we had experienced more fatal 
effects, during their late wanton bom- 
bardment and caqponade, from those 
batteries, than from any other in their 
lines. The guns, we supposed, were 
brought forward to the parallel, for we 
observed 10 in the eastern extremity of 
the 64-gun battery. In the forenoon, 

16 boats, with mantlets or barricades 
in the bow, came from the river Pal- 
mones, and anchored off the landing- 
place beyond Point Mala; these, we 
concluded, were for the sea-attaok. 
About sunset, those battering-ships 
which were finished, removed from 
Algeziras to the Orange-grove: they 
appeared to sail rather heavily, and 
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used sweeps, ^ notwithstanding the 
breeze. About the same time, two 
grand salutes were fired by fiie French 
men-of-war. '' ( 

During the night of the 4th, the 
enemy's parties masked the six west- 
ern embrasures of the St. Martin’s 
battery, and raised the parapet with 
fascii;^, intending, as we imagined, to 
convert \t into a mortar batteiy, as six 
mortars were seeOiJthe precemng day, 
lying in the rear. The howitzers were 
also removed from the Centre redoubt, 
and some additions made to the epaul- 
ment, in front of the St. Paschal’s bat- 
tery, which was now completed for 
eight mortars. They likewise sunk 
four deep excavations behind the east- 
ern boyau, as reservoirs for w'ater, in 
case of fire. At night, another batter- 
ing-ship joined the others at the 
Orange-grove: soon afterwards, the 
enemy shipped powder on board them 
from the pier. Early on the 5th, a 
large body of men marched in a very 
irregular manner from Algeziras to the 
camp. We imagined they were the 
artificers who liad been employed upon 
the ships, and were encamped south of 
the tower, half of which camp was 
now, struck. During the day, 29 
square-sailed boats arrived, under con- 
of an armed brig, from the west, 
and, with upwards of 120 from Al- 
geziras, assembled in a line off Roca- 
dillo Point, at the mouth of the Gua- 
daranque. A large floating battery 
was also towed out and anchored at 
the entrance of the Palmones. Toward 
evening, about 500 men, escorted by a 
lx)dy of cavalry, embarked from the 
pier on board the battering-ships ; the 
singular mode of conducting them to 
the beach could not fail to attract our 
notice, and to cause in us some degree 
of surprise. About eight in the even- 
ing, a deserter came in from the regi- 
ment of Naples : he reported that 3ie 
8th was named for the grand attack, 
and that all hands were actively em- 
ployed in completing everything in the 
severardepartments. 

¥ew additions were perceived on the 
6th: some sand-bags were placed on 
the monar battery of the St. Martin’s. 
In the forenoon, more boats joined the 
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others at Rocadillo, from the west ; the 
floating battery was likewise towed to 
tho pier near Point •Mala. The go- 
vernor, the same day, made some new 
arrangements in tlie garrison detail. 
An additional field-oflScer was ordered 
to mount in the lines, to be independent 
of the field-officer in town; and the 
field-officers of the day, in fliture, were 
directed to make such disposition of 
the guards, pickets, and ordnance in 
their several districts, on every occa- 
sion, as appeared to be m^st tbr the 
benefit of the service. A , subaltern 
was added i.o the IjJew mole guard, who 
was at night to be detached .' ith 20 
men to the Mole^ head ; and the pickets 
in future were ordered to mount fully 
accoutred, with ammunition complete. 
The 39th reginient w’as also ordered to 
town, the battalion companies to en- 
camp in Southport ditch, and the gre- 
nadiers and light infantry to be quar- 
tered in the picket-yard bomb-proofs, 
before occupied by part of the 72nd 
regiment, who, on this disposition, joined 
the rest of their regiment in Mt)ntague’s 
and King’s bastions. 

The enemy’s works on the land side 
Avere now every hour advancing to 
perfection ; but the duke’s attention to- 
ward completing them seemed so en- 
tirely to engage him, as, in a great 
measure, to prevent his taking the pru** 
dent precautions necessary for their 
defence. The advanced batteries in 
the parallel were either unfinished 
(though nearly completed) or under- 
going sucli alterations, that the mate- 
rials in their vicinity greatly obstructed 
the use of the ordinance which were 
mounted; and their batteries in the 
lines (except the forts) were in a simi- 
lar situation, the cannon, to permit the 
necessary repairs, being totally re- 
moved from some, and the mortars 
drawn back or dismounted in others. 
The forts and some few’ mortar bat- 
teries were therefpre the only defences 
left to protect these immense works 
from insult and attack. This state of 
their works presented an opportunity 
in some respects ndt unlike that which 
General Eliott had embraced in the 
preceding year, when, by an unex- 
pected sally, he gloriously destroyed 



1782.] 


129 


I 

I SIEGE OP GIBRALTAR. 


the labours of so many months* The 
honour, however, of causing a second 
disgrace was reserved for Lieutenaiit- 
Oeiieral Boyd, the lieutenant-governor, 
who, in the forenoon of tile 6th, recom- 
mended, by letter to the governor, the 
immediate use of red-hot shot against 
the land-batteries of the besiegers. 
General Eliott acquiesced in the pro- 
posal, and immediately ordered Major 
Lewis, the commandant, of the artil- 
lery, to wait on Lieutenant-General 
Boyd for .his instructions and com- 
mands, submitting entirely to him the 
execution of the attqck which he had 
projected. In consequence of the go- 
vernor's assent, prepaAtions were in- 
stantly made; and, in a short time, 
everything was properly arranged for 
the service. In tlie interval we must 
not, however, omit to take notice of the 
enemy’s operations. 

Early in the morning of the 7th, se- 
veral gun-boats were discovered oft' the 
Old mole head retiring from the gar- 
rison, which we imagined had been 
sounding under cover of the night. 
The garrison orders of this day con- 
tiiimid the following arrangements: — 
“ The marine brigade (which composed 
a corps of about yoo men) to take rank 
on shore according to the king’s regu- 
lations; Captain Curtis, as colonel, 
with the rank of brigadier; Captain 
Gibson, as lieutenant-colonel ; Captain 
Bradshaw, as major ; eight lieutenants, 
as captains; eighteen midshipmen, as 
ensigns; and the brigade to mount 
Europa Advance and Little Bay guards. 
A picket of the line to be detached 
every evening to the Prince’s lines, and 
an additional subaltern at the same 
time to Landport. One' captain and 
eight privates to be added to Water- 
port guard, whence a detachment of ^ 
subaltern and thirty men was to be sent, 
at sunset, to the Old mole head, which, 
at second gun-fire, was to be joined by 
one of the captains. Twelve privates 
to the main guard. One serjeant, nine 
privates, and a gunner, to Ragged Staff ; 
detaching a serjeant and six men, with 
tlie gunner, at retreat-beating, to the 
Wharf head.” The alarm-posts were 


also fixed as follows : — “The 39th fiank 
companies to take post on the North 
bastion toiro; three battalion cornpa- 
ni4‘S of the same regiment, the South 
bastion ; the remaining five at Ragged 
Staff, extending toward the eight-gun 
bastion. The 72nd regiment — right, 
the North bastion town ; left. Orange’s 
bastion, extending as far furthe^from 
the King’s bastion as possible: The 
73rd regiment (whi^h was quartered 
at the southward) to take post on the 
left of the 72nd, toward the South bas- 
tion. Captain Martin’s company of 
artillery, the Grand battery and Water- 
port. Captain Lloyd’s company, the 
King’s and South bastions. Brigadier- 
General Picton to command the corps 
in town. The Hanoverian brigadi, 
from the eight-gun bastion south to 
Prince Edward’s battery inclusive, un- 
der the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dachenhausen. The 56th regiment. 
South parade. The 12th regiment, 
New mole parade. The 97th regi- 
ment, Rosia parade. The 58th regi- 
ment, in front of their encampment, 
detaching a flank company through the 
hole in the wall upon Windmill-hill, 
to reinforce Europa Advance guard.” 
(TJhis regiment was to receive orders 
from Brigadier Curtis.) ** The engi- 
neers and artificers in two divisions, owkm 
to assemble at the Esplanade town, the 
other at the Esplanade south.” It was 
recommended at the same time to the 
coran[\guding officers to have a suffi- 
cient reserve in case of deficiencies, 
and t^ pay particular attention to the 
flanks and redans which commanded 
the front of the line-wall. 

As the above exhibits the governor’s 
disposition of the troops, it will not be 
improper to insert in this place a de- 
tail of the guards which mounted in 
the garrison at this period, with the 
strength of the garrison, and men daily 
on duty. The strength of the garri- 
son, with the marine brigade (includ- 
ing the officers), in Septeml>er, was 
about 7500 men ; upwards of 400 of 
whom were in the hospital. The num- 
ber daily upon duty is shown in the fol- 
lowing abstract 
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Guarhs^ 1091 men, includin;; oflicers. 

IMcReta (including the additions of the 12th) 613 ditto. 

Working parties, under the chief engineer) engineers 

and the quartermastpr-general . .5 ” 1 and overseers. 


beside many who were constantly and indispensably employed as orderlies and 
assistants in the hospital, and in other departments in the garrison. 


1 S ^ : 'I I 

° -a 5 § I i 

2 5 '3 ® S. £ 

% o, 3 'E? JT a 
cj ^ 6 Q 


Artillery. 


Town Dietbict , 

j 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Governor’s, or Convent gd. 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

6 

0 

0 N.B. Grlnadiers 

Lieut. -Governor’s . . 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

9 

0 

0 N.B. Lt. Infantry 

Willis’s, &c. . 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

58 **' 

Flag -staff 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

15 

JlAndport . , 

0 

1 

4 

5 

12 

2 

86 

1 

4 

t^rand battery 

0 

0 

1 

1 

4 

1 

26 

0 

0 

Water port . . 

0 

2 

2 

4 

6 

2 

8H 

0 

2 

Main 

0 

1 

1 

o 

4 

2 

40 

1 

3 

Southport . . 

0 

0 

1 

2 

4 

1 

29 

0 

1 

Castle , 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

12 

0 

0 

North line-wall , 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

15 

0 

0 

South line-wall . 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

9 

0 

0 

Artillery magazine 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

6 

0 

0 

Middle-hill . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12 

2 

0 

Signal-house . . 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

6 

1 

0 

Victualling office . 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

9 

0 

0 

Patroles , 

0 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 

18 

0 

0 

Orderlies 

0 

0 

0 

13 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

Lines , . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Prince’s 

0 

1 

1 

3 

6 

u 

50 

1 

1 

King’s . • • 

0 

n 

1 

I 

4 

1 

50 

0 

2 

Queen's 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

30 

0 

1 

^ South Distbict 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Europa . • 

Europa Advance 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

32 

20 

1 

1 

4 ■) N. Il, Marine 

Little Bay 

0 

0 

1 

1 

i 

1 

18 

0 

1 5 Brigade. 

Ragged Staff . 

0 

0 

1 

2 

2 

1 

30 

0 

1 • • * 

Rosia 

0 

0 

1 

,1 

2 

1 

30 

0 

2 . . . 

New mole 

0 

1 

2 

3 

3 

2 

59 

0 

3 

Buena Vista . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

2 

0 

Camp . . . 

0 

0 

0 

.1 

I 

0 

9 

0 

•0 

Hospital . • 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

12 

0 

0 

Magazine . . 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

15 

0 

0 

South Shed . ^ 

n 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

21 

0 

0 * . • 

Princess of Wales’s lim 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

6 

0 

0 

Windmill-hill 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

9 

0 

0 N.B. Corsicans. 

General De la Motte’s 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

Orderlies 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

J) 

0 

D 

Total . . 

~3 

"9 

22 

64 


23 

ttF 

~l'8 

ro6 


Detachments to 


the .‘^pur Sc FlCche. 

( the Lunette Sc 
) Mole head. 


Cha. Vth’s wall. 


I Upper Forbes’s, 


the Wharf. 

Viet nailing tent. 
New mole head. 


The Provost ship. 


In the evening of the 7th, a little 
before midnight, two large lights ap- 
peared on the shore west of the Orange- 
grove, forming a right line with our 
Grand battery ; and at the same time, 
two similar fires were seen behind Fort 
St. Philip ; whence, if a line was pro- 
duced, it would to appearance have 


intersected the former, about 800 or 
900 yards to the north-we.^t of the Old 
mole head. These unusual signals 
made many conjecture that the enemy 
were sounding in that quarter. A 
few rounds were accordingly fired at 
intervals in that direction from the 
North bastion. 
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By the mornin;y of the 8th. the pre- 
parations, in the department of the 
artillery, under (ieneral Boyd’s direc- 
tions, were completed ; and, the success 
of the attack in a greaf measure de- 
pending upon embracing the favour- 
able moment, it was no longer de- 
ferred. At seven o’clock, the town- 
guards being relieved, the firing com- 
menced from all the northern batteries 
vihich bore upon the western part of 
the parallel, and was supported through 
the day with admirable precision and 
vivacity. The effect of the red-hot 
shot and carcasses e^Kieeded our most 
sanguine expectations. a few hours, 
the Mahon battery of 6 guns, with the 
battery of 2 guns on its llank, and 
great part of the^ adjoining parallel, 
were on fire ; and the flames, notwith- 
standing the enemy’s exertions to ex- 
tinguish them, burnt so rapidly, that 
the whole of those works before night 
were consumed. The St. Carlos’s and 
St. Martin’s batteries however on this 
occasion escaped the fate which they 
had formerly experienced. They were 
nevertheless so much deranged by the 
breaches made to obstruct the effects 
of the carcasses, &c. that the enemy 
were under the necessity of taking 
down the greater part. 

'^I’hc enemy, for near an hour, con- 
tinued silent spectators of our can- 
nonade. About eight, they fired a few 
guns from the St. Martin’s battery; 
and between nine and ten, returned 
our fire from Forts St. Philip and Bar- 
bara, with the 7-gun batteJiy in the 
line.*^, and soon after from 8 new mortar 
batteries in the parallel. This tardi- 
ness in returning our .fire, in some 
degree wc attributed to the works being 
conft’^ed with materials, and some of 
tl w batteries being deficient in amnfti- 
nition. It might however be owing to 
want of discretionary orders, as an 
officer of rank was observed to enter 
the lines 'about the time when their 
cannonade became general: a rein- 
forcement also marched down from the 
Ciimp. 

*The astonishing bravery displayed 
by the enemy in their repeated at- 
tempts to extinguish the flames, could 
not fail to attract our particular notice 


and admiration. Urged on most pro- 
bably by emulation, they performed 
prodigies ofi valour ; so that their loss, 
under so well directed a fire, must have 
bfen very considerable. The French 
brigade, we afterwards understood, hatl 
140 killed and wounded. If the Spa- 
nish casualties bore an equal propor- 
tion, their united loss must have^’catly 
exceeded our calculation. 

About four o’clock in the afternoon 
the cannonade abated on both sides, 
and the enemy soon after were totally 
silent, though we continued our usual 
fire. The garrison had two or three 
killed, and several wounded. Lieut 
Boag, of the artillery, and Ensigh Gor- 
don, of the ftSth regiment, were of the 
latter number. The former officer bird 
been wounded before : on this occasion 
he was pointing a gun from Hanover 
battery m the lines, when a shell fell 
in the battery. He had scarcely time 
to throw himself down in an embrasure, 
when the shell burst, and fired the 
gun under the muzzle of which he lay. 
The report immediately deprived him 
of hearing, and it was some time be- 
fore he recovered a tolerable use of 
that faculty. Major Martin, of the 
same corps, had likewise a veryr for- 
tunate escape from a 26-pounder, which 
shot away the cOtk of his hat closest? 
the crown. I insert this anecdote, 
because it is commonly believed, that 
if a cannon-ball of large diameter 
passes BO near the head of a person, the 
wind of it is generally fatal. The 
majo9 was considerably stunned by the 
passage of the shot, but experienced 
little further injury. In the forenoon 
of the 8th, two more ships of the line 
removed to the Orange-grove, followed 
some time afterwards % 22 gun and 
mortar boats ; and in the evening, one 
of the French men-of-war joined them 
from Algeziras. In the course of the 
day, a number of troops were em- 
barked on board such of the battering- 
ships as were finislied; and at night, 
our artill(?ry replaced the ammunition 
in the expense magazines, which had 
been used to such good purpose in the 
morning. 

This unexpected insult undoubtedly 
precipitated the duke’s measui es ; and 
K 2 
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by provoki% him to the attack, before 
the preparations in the other depart- 
ments were ready to combine with him 
in a general and powerful effort against 
tlie garrison, served greatly to frus- 
trate the enterprise. Apprehensive, 
probably, that, elated by our good for- 
tune, we might renew our attempts 
fiuaH,Y to destroy the land works which 
had escaped, the duke determined to 
avoid the blow (<vhich also might be 
in other respects fatal in its conse- 
quences) by opening his batteries, even 
in their unfinished state. Actuated, 
most probably, by these motives, the 
embrasures of the new batteries were 
unmasked during the night of the 8th ; 
and the succeeding morning, at day- 
break, we were surprised to find every 
appearance in their works for firing 
upou the garrison. Two rockets from 
the forts in the lines were the signals 
to l)egin; and the cannonade com- 
menced at half-past five o’clock, with a 
volley of about (>0 shells from all their 
raortar batteries in the parallel, suc- 
ceeded by a general discharge of their 
cannon, amounting, in the whole, to 
about 170 pieces of ordnance, all of 
large calibre: — a discharge, I believe, 
not to be paralleled!* Their firing 
was powerful, and entirely directed 
-gainst our works ; but was not, after 
the first round, altogether so tremen- 
dous and destructive as we had reason 
to expect from such a train of artillery. 
At intervals, from 10 to 20 shells were 
in the air at the same moment; but 
their effects were not equal to thoiiium- 
bers expended. The town, southward 
of the King’s bastion, was little af- 
fect id; but the Yiorthern front, and 
line-wall leading from the Grand pa- 
rade to the North bastion, were exceed- 
ingly warm ; and the lines and Land- 
port were greatly annoyed by the 
shells from the howitzers, which were 
distributed in various parts of their 
parallel. Montague’s and Orange’s 
bastions seemed to be the centre of the 
enemy’s cross-fire; whilst the line- 
wall in their vicinity and to the south- 
ward was taken a revers by the shot 

* A French account of the siege gives 18S 
as tiic number of the enemy's ordnance un 
the land side at this time. 


which passed over the lines from the 
64-gun battery. 

Not imagining, from the rough ap- 
pearance of ;thc enemy’s works, that 
they could possibly retaliate so soon, 
the guards and pickets at the north end 
of the garrison were for some time ex- 
posed, and some casualties occurred: 
but we soon discovered whence we 
were chiefly annoyed, and consequently 
became more cautious. Lieut. Whar- 
ton, of the 73rd regiment, was dan- 
gerously wounded at Landpoi’t. 

Whilst the land batteries were thus 
pouring forth tiieir vengeance upon 
the northern ^*ont, nine lihu-of-battle 
ihips, including those under the French 
flag, got under way from the Orange- 
grove, and passing .along the sea-line, 
'ischarged several broadsides at the 
garrison, and particularly at a sett(‘e 
which had just arrived under our guns 
from Algiers. When this sqiiaclrou 
had got round Europa Point, they sud- 
denly wore, and retuniing along the 
Europa, Rosia, and New mole batte- 
ries, commenced a regular and heavy 
fire upon the garrison. The marine 
brigade and artillery returned the 
salute till they passed, when the men- 
of-war wore and returned to the east- 
ward. About the same time that the 
enemy were thus amusing us at the 
southward, 15 gun and mortar boats 
approached the town, and continued 
their fire for some time ; but, the artil- 
lery giving them a wann reception 
from the King’s bastion, two of them 
were towed off with precipitation, and 
the rest retired in great disorder. One 
was thought to be very considerably da- 
maged; and some imagined that her 
gun was thrown overboard to save her 
from sinking. 

’ This mode of annoying us on all 
sides exactly corresponded with the ac- 
counts which we had received of the 

S ian of attack suggested by Monsieur 
’Arqon, the French engineer, who su- 
perintended the enemy’s preparations. 
They lioped probably to confound and 
overwhelm us, by presenting to us de- 
struction under such various forms, afid 
by the enormous quantity of fire which 
they poured in upon the giiirrison. The 
governor however did not approve of 
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liis troops being thus . subjected to be 
harassed at their pleasure, and resolved 
therefore, if possible, to put a stop 
to their sea-attacks. For this purpose 
the furnaces and grates for heating 
shot, at the New mole, were ordered to 
be lighted: and some new arrange- 
ments UK)k place in the ordnance upon 
Windmill-hill. Toward dusk the ene- 
my abated in the fire from their can- 
non ; increasing however in the expen- 
diture of shells, which, being generally 
fired with chort fuses, broke in the air. 
This practice seemed well calculated 
for the purposes in v^ew. In the day, 
tliey could observe with greater cer- 
tiiinty the ellect of thrfv shot, and alter 
as circumstances directed : the firing at 
night must unavoidably lie less de- 
pended upon: shells w^ere therefore 
burst over the heads of our workmen, 
to prevent them, if possible, from re- 
])airing at night the damage received in 
the day. It did not nevertheless ob- 
struct the duties in the dejiartment of 
the engineers ; and the artillery were 
not hindered from furtlier completing 
the expense magazines with ammuni- 
tion. The 97th regiment was now so 
far recovered, as for some time to assist 
in the fatigue duties of the garrison: 
and this day the ofl&cers, with 100 men, 
were added to the general roster. The 
town guards were also ordered to as- 
semble in Southport ditch. 

The enemy’s men-of-war (as we ex- 
pected) repeated their attack very early 
on the morning of the 10th. Each ship 
carried a light at her mizen-j^eak ; but 
they did not approach near enough to 
produce much effect We received 
them with a well-supported fire ; and 
tliq next morning obserVed one of them 
at anchor, with her liowsprit unshipped, 
at xilgeziras. The remaining 8 Re- 
newed their cannonade about 9 in die 
forenoon, and killed 2 of the marine 
brigade, and wounded a serjeant of ar- 
tillery and 2 others. After they had 
passed as before, they wore ship, apjpa- 
rently wdth an intention of continuing 
their visits, but suddenly put about, 
liauled their wind, and anchored off the 
Orange-grove. We were afterwards 
informed, that the discovery of a red- 
hot shot on ‘board one of the ships was 


the immediate cause of^h/s hasty man- 
oeuvre. 

The enemy continued their firing 
from the isthmus, recommencing at 
morning gun-fire on the 10th from 
dieir gun batteries. At 7 o’clock, includ- 
ing the expenditure on the 8th, they had 
discharged 5.527 ^hot and 2302 shells, 
exclusive of the number fired by the 
men-of-war and mortar boatR" The 
garrison, on the contrary, took no fur- 
ther notice of them", than to return a 
few rounds from the terrace batteries 
at their working parties, who were re- 
pairing the damage done on the 8th, 
and completing the rest of their works. 
In the course of the day, the Brilliant 
and Porcupine frigates were scuttled by 
the navy in the New mole; and^at 
night the engineers, with a working 
party, cleared the lines of rubbish, aiul 
restored those traverses which had 
been demolished. At night, the ene- 
my’s fire w'as under the same regula- 
tion as the preceding evening. 

The next morning, when our guards 
were relieving, a signal was made at 
the tower, near the quarry, under the 
Queen of Spain’s Chair ; and the ene- 
my’s cannonade became excessively 
brisk: fortunately few casualties oc- 
curred. Their firing, when this object 
ceased to engage them, seemed to Jq 
principally directed against the obstruc- 
tions at Landport, and in that part of 
the garrison. Many of the palisades in 
the ^vered way were destroyed, and 
the chevaux-de-frise considerably in-« 
jured: artificers were however con- 
stantfy detached to repair those breaches, 
so that tlie whole were kept in a better 
state than might bebexpected. In the 
afternoon, we began to conclude, that 
the attack with the battering-ships was 
no longer to l)e deferred. Several de- 
tachments of soldiers embarked from 
tlie camp, and others were standing on 
the neighbouring eminences; which, 
with the appeamnee in the evening of 
signals like those which had been ob- 
served on the night of the 7th, led us 
to imagine tlia^ every preparation w^ds 
complete; and the wind at that time 
blowing gently in tlie bay, from the 
north-west, favoured our conjecture. 
Landport and Waterport guards were 
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immt?diatel}Ai reinforced, the furnaces 
and grates for heating shot were lighted, 
and the artillery ordered Jto man tlie 
batteries. 

Thus prepared, we waited their ap- 
pearance ; for it seemed to be the ge- 
neral opinion, that the hattering-shii^s 
would advance, and l>e moored in the 
night,4hat they might be less exposed 
to aimoyance in this duty, and open 
with greater effept together at day- 
break. Our attention was however 
called off from the bay to the land-side, 
where the enemy had set fire to the 
barriers of Hay-side and Forbes’s; and 
the whole of those palisades, to the 
w ater’s edge, were instantly involved in 
flames. The northern guards and 
pir.kets were immediately under arms, 
and a smart discharge of musketry was 
directed upon several parties, which, 
by the light of the fire, were discovered 
in the meadows. The enemy increas- 
ing their bombardment, and iiotliing 
new' happening in consequence of the 
conflagration, the pickets and guards 
were remanded under cover; but the 
artillery continued upon the batteries. 
We had scarcely recovered from this 
alarm, before the gun and mortar boats, 
with the bomb- ketches, began to bom- 
bard the northern front, taking their 
sictions off the King’s bastion, extending 
towards Fort St. Philip. They com- 
menced about an hour after midnight ; 
and their fire, added to that of the land 
batteries, exceedingly annoyed Water- 
port and its vicinity. The out-pickets 
were again under arms, but providen- 
tially our loss was trifling. We re- 
turned a few rounds from the sea-line, 
but still disregardbd the batteries on 
the isthmus ; excepting w'hen their 
workmen appeared, or were thought to 
be employed. Major Lewis, comman- 
dant of the artillery, was unfortunately 
amongst the wounded. The confine- 
ment of this active officer at this cri- 
tical juncture might have been highly 
prejudicial to the service, had not his 
sieconds been of confirpied ability and 
experi^ce : owing to their unit^ ex- 
ertions, the several duties in that com- 
plicated and important department con- 
tinued to be conducted with efficiency 
and success. 


When the gun-boats retired, nothing 
new occurred till the morning of the 
12th: the enemy’s firing continued to 
be supported at the average of 4000 
rounds in the 24 hours. Al)out 8 
o’clock, reports were received from 
Europa guard, that a ^arge fleet had 
appeared in the Straits from the west- 
ward. The wind was brisk, and we 
had scarcely time to form any conjec- 
tures conceHiing them, ere they a])- 
proached the bay ; and proved to be the 
combined fleets of France ‘and Spain, 
consisting of 7 3-deckers, and 31 ships 
of 2 decks : with ^ frigates tpid a num- 
ber of xebequi*s, bonib^kctcii -s, and 
hospital-ships the whole under the 
command of ten admirals, anil a broad 
pendant. In |he afternoon, they were 
all at anchor in the bay between the 
Orange-grove and Algeziras. 

This great accumulation of force 
could not fail to surprise, if not alarm 
the garrison! It appeared as if the 
enemy meant, previous to their final 
efforts, to strike, if possible, a terror 
through their opponents, by disi)laying 
before us a more powerful armament 
than had probably ever been brought 
against any fortress. 47 sail of the 
line, including 3 inferior tw o-deckers, 
10 battering-ships, deemed perfect in 
design, and esteemed invincible, carry- 
ing 212 gunsj iimiunerable frigates, 
xebeques, bomb-ketches, cutters, gun 
and mortar boats, and smaller craft for 
disembarking men ; these were assem- 
bled in tlie bay. On the land side 
were mogt stupendous and strong bat- 
teries and works, mounting 200 pieces 
of heavy ordnance, and protected by an 
army of near 40,000 men, commanded 
by a victorious and active general of 
the highest reputation, and animated 
w/th the immediate presence of two 
princes of the royal blood of France, 
with other dignified personages, and 
many of their own nobility. Such a 
naval and railita;*y spectacle most cer- 
tainly is not to be equalled in the an- 
nals of war. F’rorn such a combination 
of power, and favourable concurrent 
circumstances, it was natural enough 
that the Spanish nation should antici- 
pate the most glorious consequences. 
Indeed their confidence in the effect to 
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be produced by the battering-ships 
passed all l)ounds ; and, in the enthu- 
siasm excited by the magnitude of their 
preparations, it was thought highly 
criminal, as we aflerw'ards learned, 
even to whisper a doubt of the success. 

In drawing these flattering conclu- 
sions, the enemy, however, seemed en- 
tirely to have overlooked the nature of 
that force which was opposed to them; 
for, though the garrison -scarcely con- 
sisted of more than 7,000 effective men, 
including the marine brigade, they 
forgot that they were now veterans in 
tliis service^, had been^a long time ha- 
bituated to thtj efl'ects -^f artillery, and 
were prepaivd by degrees for the 
arduous conflict that awaited them. 

were, at the sajne tinje, commanded 
by oflicers of approved courage, pru- 
dence, and ability ; eminent for all the 
accomplishments of their profession, 
and in Avhom we had unbounded con- 
fidence. Our spirits too were not a 
little elevated by the success attending 
the recent practice of firing red-hot 
sliot, which in this attack we hoped 
would enable us to bring our labours 
to a period, and relieve us from the 
tedious cruelty of another vexatious 
blockade. 

Before the garrison had well dis- 
covered the force of their new visitors, 
ail occurrence happened, which, thougdi 
trilling in itself, 1 trust I shall be ex- 
cused for noticing. When the van of 
fee combined fleet had entered the bay, 


and the soldiers in to^/yrere atten- 
tively viewing the ships, alleging, 
amongst otljer reasons for their arrival, 
that the British fleet must undoubtedly 
be in pursuit ; on a sudden, a general 
hmsza was given, and all, to a man, 
cried out, .the British admiral was cer- 
tainly in their rear, as a flag for a fleet 
was hoisted upon our Signal-hoj^e ^le. 
For some moments the flattering idea 
was indulged ; but oijr hopes were soon 
damped by the sudden disappearance of 
the signal. We were afterwards in- 
formed by the guard at that post, that 
what our creative fancies had imagined 
to be a flag, was an eagZe, which, after 
several evolutions, had perched a few 
minutes on the westernmost pole, and 
then flew away toward the east. 
Though less superstitious than the 
ancient Homans, many could not help 
fancying it a favourable omen to the 
garrison ; and the event of the suc- 
ceeding day justified the prognostica- 
tion. 

In the morning of the 12th, the go- 
vernor reinforced the pickets of the 
line; nine of which, in future, were 
stationed in town, and distributed as 
follows; two at Waterport, two at 
Landport, two in the lines, and the 
remaining three in the picket-yard, 
with the field-officer of the town dis- 
trict. The other picket of the line was 
stationed at tlie southward. The fol- 
lowing return specifies the strength of 
the pickets at this period. 


^ ^ sub. d.r.fy/. 

The artillery, and Hanoverian brigade, each corps 1 1 3'J 

The 1 2tli, ;i9tb, and 58th regiments ditto I ^ 

The 72nd an»l 78rd regiments . . ditto 1 

The 97th regimenjt . , . ditto t 1 56 

Total four captains, one of the artillery and three of the line IL 11 11 680 


in the evening about dusk, a num- 
ber of men were observed to embark 
froju the Orange-grove on board the 
battering-ships ; which, with the pre- 
sence of tlie combined fleet, and the 
wind blowing favourably, induced us 
to conclude that the important and long 
meditated attack was not long to be 
deferred. 

The enemy's cannonade was con- 
tinued, almCst on the same scale as the 


preceding days, during the night of the 
1 2th. The next morning we observed 
the combined fleet had made some new 
arrangements in their position, or moor- 
ings, and that the remaining two bat- 
tering-ships had joined the others at the 
Orange-grove, where their whole at- 
tacking force seemed to be now assem- 
bled. About a quarter before seven 
o’clock, some motions were observed 
amongst their shipping ; and soon after 
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the batterin^,^Tiips got under way, with 
a gentle breeze from the north-west, 
stonding to the southward, clear the 
men-of-war, and were attended by a 
number of l)oats. As our navy were 
constantly of opinion that the battei- 
ing-ships would be brought before the 
garrison in the night, |ew suspected that 
the present manoeuvres were prepara- 
tory td*"their finally entering on the 
interesting enterprise; but, observing 
a crowd of spectators on the beach, 
near Point Mala, and upon the neigh- 
bouring eminences, and the ships edg- 
ing down towards the garrison, the 
governor thought it would be impru- 
dent any longer to doubt it. The 
town batteries were accordingly man- 
ne^^ and the grates and furnaces for 
heating shot ordered to be lighted. 

Thus prepared for their reception, 
we had leisure to notice the enemy's 
evolutions. The ten battering-ships, 
atlter leaving the men-of-war, wore 
to the north ; and, a little past nine 
o’clock, bore down in admirable order 
for their several stations ; the admiral, 
in a two-decker, mooring about 900 
yards off the King’s bastion, the others 
successively taking their places to the 
right and left of the flag-ship, in a mas- 
terly manner; the nicest distant being 
aj^,ut 1100 or 1200 yards from the 
garrison. Our artillery allowed the 
enemy every reasonable advantage, in 
permitting them without molestation to 
choose their distance ; but as so(}n as 
Jie first ship dropped her anchors, 
which was about a quarter beforp ten 
o’clock, that instant our firing com- 
menced. The enemy were completely 
moored in a little more than ten 
minutes, and their cannonade then be- 
came in a high degree tremendous. 
The showers of shot and shells which 
were now directed from their land-bat- 
teries, the battering-ships, and, on the 
other hand, from the various works of 
the garrison, exhibited a scene, of which 
perhaps neither the pen nor the pencil 
can furnish a competen,t idea. It is 
sufficient to say that 'Upward of four 
hundred pieces of the heaviest artillery 
were playing at the same moment : 
an instance which has scarcely oc- 
curred in any siege since the invention 
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of those wonderful engines of de- 
struction.* 

After some hours’ cannonade, the 
battering-ships were found to be no less 
formidable than they had been repre- 
sented. Our heaviest shells often re- 
bounded from their tops, whilst the 
32-pound shot seemed incapable of 
making any visible impression upon 
their hulls. Frequently we flattered 
ourselves they were on fin.*; but no 
sooner did any smoke appear than, with 
the most persevering intrepidity, men 
were observed applying water, from 
their en^tines within, to those places 
w’hence the smoke issued. These cir- 
cumstances, with the prodigious can- 
nonade which they maintained, gave us 
reason to imagine that the attack would 
not l)e so soon decided as, from our re- 
cent success against their land-batteries, 
we had fondly ‘.expected. Even the 
artillery themselves, at this period, had 
their doubts of the effect of the red-hot 
shot, which began to be used about 
twelve, but were not general till be- 
tween one and two o’clock. f The 
enemy’s cannon at the commencement 
were too much elevated, but about 
noon their firing was powerful and 
well directed. Our casualties then be- 
came numerous, particularly on those 
batteries north of the King’s bastion, 
which were warmly annoyed by the 
enemy’s flanking and reverse fire from 
the land. Though so vexatiously an- 
noyed from the isthmus, our artillcryi 
totally disregarded their opponents in 
that quar^pr, directing their sole atten- 
tion to the batteriiig-sliips, the furious 
and spirited opposition of whieh served 
to excite our people to more animated 

.Eu.my'.o.dn.uce{»-:|“ 

.328 

Garrison ordnunce in aciioD 96 

424 

t As the ordnance portable furnaces for 
heating shot were not sufTicient in number to 
supply the demands of the artillery when the 
attack was at its height, large fires were kin- 
dled of wood in the corners of the nearest 
buildings, and shot, being thrown into these 
piles, were s'ion heated red-hot. These sup- 
plies w’erc jocularly termed by the men 
“roasted potatoes.”' 
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exertions. A fire more tremendous, if 
possible, than ever was therefore di- 
rected from the garrison. Incessant 
showers of hot balls, carcasses, and 
shells of every species flew from all 
quarters ; and, as the masts of several 
of the ships were shot away and the 
rigging of all was in great confusion, 
our hopes of a favourable and speedy 
decision began to revive. 

About noon their mortar boats and 
bomb-ketches at'empted to second the 
attack from the battering-ships; but, 
the wind having changed to the south- 
west and blowing a ^art breeze, with 
a hca^^ 'swell , they ^ were prevented 
taking a part in the aoiion. The same 
reason also hindered our gun-boats 
from flanking the battering-ships from 
the southward. * * 

For some hours the attack and de- 
fence were so equally well supported 
as scarcely to admit any appearance of 
superiority in the cannonade on either 
side. The wonderful construction of 
the ships seemed to bid defiance to the 
powers of the heaviest ordnance. In 
the afternoon, however, the face of 
things began to change considerably: 
the smoke M’hich had been observed to 
issue from the upper part of the flag- 
ship appeared to prevail, notwithstand- 
ing the constant application of water, 
and the admiral’s second was perceived 
to be in the same condition. Confusion 
was now apparent on board several 
• of the vessels, and by the evening their 
cannonade was considenibly abated; 
about seven or eight o’clocl^ it almost 
totally ceased, excepting from one or 
two ships to the northward, which, 
from their distance, had sufl'ered little 
injury. 

When their firing began to slacken, 
various signals were made from ^the 
southernmost ships ; and as the evening 
advanced, many rockets were thrown 
up, to inform their friends (as we after- 
wards learned) of their extreme danger 
and distress. These signals were im- 
mediately answered, and several boats 
were seen to row round the disabled 
ships. Our artillery, at this period, 
must have caused dreadful havoc 
amongst them. An indistinct clamour, 
with lamehtable cries and groans, pro- 


ceeded (during the sh^ri intervals of 
cassation) from all quarters; and, a 
little before midnight, a wreck floated 
in under *the town line-wall, upon 
which were twelve men, who only, out 
three-score which were on board 
their launch, had escaped. These cir- 
cumstances convinced us that we had 
gained an advantage over the enemy, 
yet we did not conceive that tlifr victory 
was so complete as the succeeding 
morning evinced. * Our firing was 
therefore continued, though with less 
vivacity ; but as the artillery, from such 
a hard-fought day, exposed to the in- 
tense heat of a warm sun, in addition 
to the harassing duties of the preceding 
night, were much fatigued, and as it 
was impossible to foresee what new ob- 
jects might demand their sendc^the 
following day, the governor, about six 
in the evening, when the enemy’s fire 
abated, permitted the majority of the 
officers and men to be relieved by a 
picket of a hundred men from the ma- 
rine brigade, under the command of 
Lieutenant Trentham ; and olficers and 
non-commissioned officers of the artil- 
lery were stationed on the different 
batteries, to direct the sailors in the 
mode of firing the hot shot. 

About an hour after midnight, the 
battering-ship which had suffered the 
greatest injury, and which had m*n 
frequently on fire the preceding day, 
was completely in flames ; and by two 
o'clock in the morning of the 14th, she 
appeared as one continued blaze fron^. 
stem to stern. The ship to the south- 
ward of her was also on fire, but did 
not burn with so much rapidity. The 
light thrown out«on all sides by the 
flames enabled the artillery to jpoint 
the guns with the utmost precision, 
whilst the rock and neighbouring ob- 
jects were highly illuminated, forming, 
with the constant flashes of our cannon, 
a mingled scene of sublimity and terror. 
Between three and four o’clock, six 
other of the battering-ships indicated 
the efficacy of red-hot shot; and the 
approaching ^y now promised us one 
of the completest defensive victories on 
record. 

Brigadier Curtis, who was encamj^d 
with his brigade at Europa, being in- 
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formed that enemy’s sliips were in 
flames, and tliat the calmness of the sea 
would |)ermit his gun-boats to act, 
marched, about three o’clock a.m., with 
a detachment to the New mole ; and, 
drawing up his twelve Iwats in such 
manner as to flank the battering-ships, 
compelle^l their boats ^to abandon them. 
As the day approached and the garri- 
son tire 'Abated, the brigadier advanced 
and captured two launches filled with 
men. These boats attempted to escape, 
but a shot killing and wounding several 
men on board one of them, both surren- 
dered, and were conducted to Ragged 
Statf. Tlie brigiidier being informed 
by the prisoners that many men were 
through necessity left by their friends 
on J[)oard the ships, he generously de- 
termined to rescue them from the in- 
evitable death M'hich seemed to impend. 
Some of these infatuated wretches ne- 
vertheless, it is said, refused at first the 
deliverance which was tendered to 
tlieni, preferring the chance of that 
death wliieli appeared inevitable to l)e- 
ing put to the sword, wliich they had 
been persuaded would l)e the coiise- 
(pience if they submitted to the garri- 
son. Jieing left, however, some mo- 
ments to the horrors of tlieir fate, they 
beckoned the boats to return, and re- 
sigjv^d themselves t(3 the clemency of 
their compierors. 

Whilst the navy were thus humanely 
relieving their distressed enemy, the 
flames reached the magazine of owe of 
►.he battering-ships to the northward, 
which blew up, about five o’clock, jvith 
a dreddful explosion. In a quarter of i 
an hour following, another, in the i 
centre of the line, met with a similar | 
fate. The wreck from the latter spread 
to a vast extent, and involved our gun- 
boats in the most imminent danger: 
one was sunk, but the crew were saved. 
A hole was forced through the bottom 
of the brigadier’s boat, his coxswain 
killed, and the strokesman wounded,* I 
and for some time the crew were ob- 
scured in the cloud of smoke. After 
this very fortunate escape^ it was deemed \ 
prudent to withdraw toward the garri- I 
son, to avoid the peril arising from the 
blowing-up of the remaining ships. 
The brigadier, however, visited two 
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other ships in his return, and landed 
9 officers, 2 priests, and 334 private 
soldiers and seamen, all Spaniards, 
which, with 1 officer and 11 French- 
men who had floated in the preceding 
evening, made the total number saved 
amount to 357. Many of the prisoners 
were severely and some of them dread- 
fully wounded. They were instantly, 
on being brought on shore, conveyed 
to our hospital, and every remedy ad- 
ministered necessary for their diflerent 
cases.* 

During the time that the marine bri- 
gade were encountering even' danger 
in their endeavours to save an enemy 
from perishing,* \he batteries on the 
isthmus (whidi ceased the preceding 
evening, most likely^for w'ant of am- 
munition, and which had opened again 
upon the garrison on the morning of 
tlic 14th) maintained a wann fire upon 
the town, which killed and wounded 
several men ; and three or four shells 
burst in the air, over the place wliei-e 
their countrymen were landed. This 
ungenerous proceeding could not escape 
I the observation of the spectators in their 
I camp, and orders probably were sent to 
the lines for the batteries to cease, as 
they were silent about ten o’clock. 

Notwithstanding the efforts of the 
marine brigade in relieving the terri- 
fied victims frofn the burning ships, 
many unfortunate men could not be 
removed. The scene at this time ex- 
hibited was as affecting, as that which 
had been presented in the act of hosti- 
lity had bi^en terrible and tremendous. 
Men crying from amidst the flames for 
pity and assistance ; others, on board 
those ships M'here the fire had made 

* The following extract from a contempo- 
rary account by a French oHiccr, who served 
in the besiejjins^ army, and was an eyewitness 
of this scene, shows a ;»enero»i3 appreciation of 
, the efforts made by tlie garrison to succour 
I those with whom* they liad been so lately 
contending; — “ Je n’fii ni raiiglomanie qui 
exagere le merite de la nation liritanuitfue, 
ni la hnine nationale qui dissimule; mais e’est 
pour moi une satisfaction bien douce de payer 
aux Anglais, liberateurs des mnlheuieux laisses 
dans les prames, le tribut d’clo^es que meri* 
taient dans ce moment leur courage et leur 
humanite. L*Espaj(ne et la France doiyent 
£tre jamais reconnoissantes de cette gime* 
rosite inouie.'* 
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little proi^ress, imploring relief with 
the most expressive gestures and signs 
of despair ; whilst several, equally ex- 
posed*^ to tlie dangers of the opposite 
element, trusted themselves, on various 
parts of tlie wreck, to the chance of 
paddling themselves to the shore. A 
felucca belonging to the enemy ap- 
proached from the Orange-grove, pro- 
bably with the intention of relieving 
these unfortunate persons ; but, jealous 
of her motives, the garrison suspected 
that she came to set fire to one of the 
battering-ships which appeared little 
injured, and obliged her to retire. Of 
the G ships which werq still in flames, 
3 blew up before eleven o’clock; the 
other 3 burnt to the water’s edge, the 
magazines being wetted by the enemy 
btdbre the principal offidu’s quitted the 
ships. The admiral’s flag was on board 
one of the latter, and was consumed 
with the vessel. The remaining two 
battering-ships, we flattered ourselves, 
might be saved as glorious trophies of 
our success; but one of them unex- 
pectedly burst out into flames, and in a 
short time blew up, with a terrible re- 
port; and Captain Gibson representing 
it as i mi) racti cable to preserve the 
other, it was burnt in the afternoon, 
under his directions. Thus the navy 
luit a finishing hand to this signal de- 
fensive victory. 

During the hottest period of the 
enemy’s cannonade, the governor was 
present on the King’s bastion, whilst 
Lieut. -General Boyd * took his station 
upon the South bastion, aniii^ting the 
garrison by their presence, and en- 
couraging them to emulation. The 
exertions and activity of the brave ar- 
tillery, in this well-foug*ht contest, de- 

Itwill not be impropor in this place* to 
repeat, that (ieneral Hoyd laid the foundation 
stone of the Kijifj’s \)as»tion, as it will bean 
apology for introducirif' a remarkable speech 
of the General on that occasion. In 1773, 
(ieneral JJoyd, attended bv (Lionel Green, 
the chief engineer, and many Held -officers of 
the },'arrison, laid the first stone of that work, 
with the ceremony ustial on such occasions. 
Upon fixing the stone in its place, “This,” 
sftid the General, “ is the first stone of a work 
which I name the ‘King's llastion ;* may it be 
as gallantly defended, as I know it will be ably 
executed ; and may j live to see it reiist the 
united tfforts of France and Spain." 


serve the highest comm«n^ations. To 
their skill, perseverance,^nd courage 
with the zealous assistance of the line 
(particular!^ the corps in town, the 
39th and 72nd regiments), was Gi- 
braltar indebted for its safety against 
the combined powers, by sea and land, 
of France and Spain ; and the marine 
brigade, though tliey had not .so consi- 
derable a share in the duties of the 
batteries, yet merit the M'armest praises 
for their generous intrepidity in rescu- 
ing their devoted enemies from amidst 
the flames. 

Whilst the enemy were cool, and 
their ships had received little damage, 
their principal objects were the King’s 
bastion, and line-wall, nortli of Orange’s 
bastion. Their largest ships (which 
were about 1400 tons burden) ^re 
stationed off the former, in order to 
silence that important battery, whilst 
a breach was attempted by the rest, in 
the curtain extending from the latter 
to Montague’s bastion. If a brt;ach 
had been effected, the prisoners in- 
formed us that “ their grenadiers were 
to have storm‘*d the garrison under 
cover of the combined fleets.” The 
private men complained bitterly of 
their officers for describing the batter- 
ing ships to be invulnerable, and for 
promising that they were to l>e secoiijjed 
by ten sail of the line, and all the gun 
and mortar boats. I'hey further told 
us, that “ they had been taught to be- 
lieve^ the garrison would not be able to 
discharge many rounds of hot balls^^ 
their^ astonishment, tlierefore, was in- 
conceivable when they discovered ^ that 
we fired them with the same precision 
and vivacity as cold shot.” “ Admiral 
Moreno,” they said, “ quitted the Pas- 
tora, which was the flag-ship, a little 
iMjfore midnight ; but other officers re- 
tired much earlier.” The loss sus- 
tained by the enemy could never be 
ascertained ; but, from the information 
of the prisoners, and the numbers seen 
dead on board the ships, we estimated 
it could not be less than 2000 men, in- 
cluding the pnVjners. The casualties 
of the garrison, on the contrary, were 
so trifling, that it will appear almost 
incredible that such a quantity of fire, 
in almost all its destructive modes oi 
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action, shouWHiot have produced more 
effect, with respect to the loss of men. 
The return stands thus ; — 


SEPTE3IBER 13TH, 1782. 



Killed. 

fFounded. 

Regiments. 

0. 

s. 

d. 

w 

0. 

s. 

rf. 

K 

Uoval Artillery 

. . 4 

0 

0 

5 

3 

0 

0 

21 

1 2t\i Regiment 

. . 0 

0 

0 

u 

0 

0 

0 

2 

39tli ditto . . 

. . 0 

2 

0 

o 

0 

0 

0 

5 

56fh ditto . . 


0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

8 

58th ditto . . 

. I 0 

0 

0 

1 

i 

0 

0 

4 

72nd ditto . . 

. . 0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

12 

73rd ditto . . 

. . 0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

8 

y7th ditto . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Hardenherg's . 

. . 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Redeu’s . . . 

. . 0 

Q 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I'»e la Motte's . 

. . 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Knginet-rs, \Nlth the 1 

Artificer Com pan V f ^ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Marine Brigade 

. . 0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

a 

5 

Tot.al . 

. . 1 

2 

0 

13 

r 

0 

0 

63 


Officers killed and wounded. 

Artillery — Captain Reeves killed; Captains 
Groves and Siward, with Lieut. Godfrey, 
wounded. 

58th rcf/iment — Lieutenant Weth.iTn (who had 
permission to act as an artillery odicer) 
woundup. 

73rd reyinient — Captain M‘Kenzie wounded. 

The distance of the battcring-sliips 
from tlie garrison was exactly such as 
our artillery could have wished. It 
required so small an elevation that al- 
nmst every shot took effect; and the 


cannon thus elevated did not require 
the shot to be wadded — a circumstance 
not unimportant, as the time, which at 
point-blank would have been exjfended 
in doubly wadding, was employed in 
keeping up the cannonade with greater 
briskness. The damage done to our 
works held no proportion with the vio- 
lence of the attack, and the excessive 
cannonade which they had sustained. 
The merlons of the different batteries 
were disordered, and the flank of 
Orange’s bastion was a little injured ; 
but the latter was chiefly done by the 
land lire, and w^s not of such conse- 
quence as to afford any rgoni for appre- 
hension. The 'Ordnance and carriages 
were also damaged ; .but, by the activity 
of the artillery, the whole -sea-line, 
before night, Was again in serviceable 
order. 

The enemy, in this action, had 328 
pieces of heavy ordnance in play; 
wliilst the garrison had only 80 cannon, 
7 mortars, and 9 howitzers in opposi- 
tion. Upwards of 8300 rounds (more 
than half of which were hot shot), and 
716 barrels of powder, were expended 
by our artillery. What quantity of 
ammunition was used by the enemy 
could never be ascertained. The fol- 
lowing was handed about as an au- 
thentic list of the battering-ships : — 


Names of the 
Battering-ships. 

Guns 
in use. 

Guns 

in reserve. 

Men 

Commanders. 

I’astora . . 

. 21 

10 

760 

Rear-Admiral Buenaventura Moreno. 

Tailla Piedra 

. 21 

10 

760 

Prince of Nassau -Sieghen.* 

I’aula Prima , 

. 21 

10 

760 

Dtm Gayetana Lan^ara. 

Don Francisco X.avipr Munos. 

til Rosario 

19 

10 

700 

iSt. Christoval 

. 18 

10 

650 

Dc^ Frederico Gravino. 

Ririneipe Carlos 

11 


400 

Don Antonio Basurta. 

San Juan . 

9 


340 

Don Joseph Angeler. 

Paula Sccunda 

9 


340 

Don Pablo de Cosa. 

Santa Anna 

7 


300 

Don Joseoh Goicocchea. 

l.os Dolores 

6 


250 

Don Pedro Sanchez. 


142 70 5260 * 

N.B. — About 36 men to each gun in use, besides sailors, &c. to work the ships. 


The afternoon of the 14th, several 
thousand men inarched with colours 
from the enemy’s camp to their lines, and 
many ships in the combined fleet loosed 
tbeir .top-sails. These ^dtions, and the 
circumstance of manjr of their boats 


being manned, caused various specula- 
tions in the garrison. Whatever their 
future operations 'might be, it was pru- 
dent to be on our miard : the artillery 
were ordered therefore to remain upon 
the batteries, and the furnaces for heat- 


• M. d’Arcon, the French engineer, and projector of the floating batteries, embarked on 
board the Tailla Piedra, and quitted the ship about half an hour after midnight, as lie states in 
the Defence of his plan of attack, which was published at Cadiz the following year. 
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ing shot to be kept lighted, lest the 
enemy should be prompted to put all 
to the stake, and attempt the garrison 
by a general attack. It was indeed 
afterwards rumoured, that such a de- 
sign had been in contemplation, but 
was overruled by the duke, who was 
of opinion it would be exposing the 
fleet and army to inevitable destruction. 

Notwithstanding their recent defeat, 
the enemy continued their cannonade 
from the isthmus; expending, during 
the remainder of the month, from 1000 
to* 2000 rounds in the 24 hours ; dimi- 
nishing gradually, and confining their 
shells to the night. * Jl'hcir operations 
on the land side werefalso still carried 
on ; and, if we were able to form any 
conjectures at this period, from their 
motions to the northward, their late 
misfortune did not seem at all to damp 
their hopes of succeeding against the 
garrison. A flag of truce went on the 
15th with letters from our prisoners 
to the camp; and about two o'clock 
in the afternoon, the combined fleet 
handed in their top sails. Some hours 
afterwards they manned their yards, 
and fired a grand salute. We were at 
a loss to account for these singular re- 
joicings.* Lieut. M*Namar4i, of the 
72nd regiment, was wounded the same 
day at Willis’s, where our working 
parties were employed clearing away 
the rubbish from the batteries. 

The garrison having experienced 
tlio powerful efScacy or red-hot shot, 
and the governor thinking it expedient 
to have a continual supply of^hem, the 
engineers erected kilns (similar to those 
used in burning lime, but smaller) in 
various parts of the garrison. They 
were larg(‘ enough to heat upward of 
100 balls ill an hour and a quarter; 

a, by this invention, hot shot werev if 
thought necessary, kept continually 
ready for use. ’ Our former method of 
heating the shot was either in the grates 
and furnaces made for that purpose, or 
by piling them in a corner of some old 
house adjoining the batteries (as was 

•* The following extract from the French 
account of the siege, already quoted, may 
serve to explain this circumstance : — “ Le 
15, le Comte Artois fit a Dom Louis de Cor- 
dova rhonneut de se rendre a son bord.’* 


principally the practice# the 13th), 
and surrounding them with faggots, 
pieces of timber, and small coal. By 
those mean* the artificers were enabled 
to supply the artillery with a constant 
sftccession for the ordnance. Answers 
were received in the afternoon of the 
16th to the prisoners’ letters. At night 
a great number oi* signals were made 
by the combined fleet. Slil>t were 
therefore again ordered to be heated, 
and the artillei’y cautioned to be ready 
to man the batteries. The 39th and 
72nd regiments also lay fully accoutred. 
The same night, the sailors recovered 
the gun-boat which had been sunk on 
the morning of the 14th. As the pri- 
soners informed us that intelligence 
had been received, previous to the at- 
tack of the battering-ships, that ITord 
Howe, with the British fleet, was pre- 
paring to sail for the relief of Gibraltar, 
the nav)^ began to prepare to raise the 
Brilliant and Porcupine frigates, which 
had been scuttled in the New mole; 
but their efforts, for some time, were 
not attended with success. 

The Spanish officers, prisoners, with 
the Freiichlnen who were taken up 
from the wreck upon the night of tlie 
13th, were sent to the camp on the 
evening of the 17th. The remaining 
Spanish privates were encamped ijji^on 
Windmill-hill, and given in charge to 
the Corsicans. Of the number who 
had been saved from the battering- 
ship.*^ were an officer, a captain of 
marines, and 29 privates, who werp» 
wounded. Most of thesse recovered in 
our hospital ; but the officer, notwith- 
standing every assistance and attention, 
died on the 17th* He was buried, 
the succeeding day, with all militar)*^ 
honours, at^nded by the grenadiers of 
the 39th regiment. 

When we reflected of what va.st im- 
portance this grand enterprise was es- 
teemed, and what immense sums had 
been expended in the in^nious and 
formidable preparations, it was ob- 
served, with no small surprise, by many 
who were pre\nt when the prisonels 
were landed, that the majority of them 
seemed to be past that age when the 
vital powers are supposed to be in their 
greatest vigour. In an expedition where 
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youth and stiength best promised a 
favourable iiue, this impolitic arrange- 
ment certainly could not pervade the 
whole ! The Spaniards, *from their 
dark complexion and meagre diet, 
have naturally, even when young, an 
aged look: and yet our observations 
seemed confirmed by other indubitable 
facts. Several bodies were thrown 
ashore, till of which seemed advanced 
ill years; and one in particular ap- 
peared, from his ^rey beard and lean 
visage, past sixty. This corpse was 
horribly mutilated, and, with the mise- 
rable objects then under the care of our 
surgeons, convinced us, by ocular proof, 
of the dreadful havoc which our ar- 
tillery must have made in the latter 
part of the day. 

1 ne westerly wind, which had cast 
up these unfortunate men, threw also 
on shore many trifiing curiosities, and 
some things of value, which had floated 
on the surface of the bay after the 
battering-ships had blown up. Large 
wax candles, such as are usually burnt 
by the Romish priests before their al- 
tars ; salt provisions ; and a great num- 
Ikt of ammunition boxes, containing 
10 rounds of powder in linen car- 
tridges, were collected by the garrison 
the morning succeeding the defeat. 
Considerable pieces of mahogany, and 
some cedar, were saved from the wrecks 
of those ships whose magazines did not 
blow up, winch were afterwards con- 
verted into various useful articles, 
«:,'v?rviiig as memorials of our victory. 
The governor had a handsome set of 
tables made for the Convent (the ‘holes 
in the cedar, where the fire had pene- 
trated, Ixjing filled vp with sound wood, 
cut in various figures, forming a beau- 
tiful contrast with the burnt part), 
which will serve as a standing monu- 
ment to the guests of the transactions 
of that glorious day. 

The enemy’s fire on the 19th was 
warmer than the few preceding days ; 
and, which was rather extraordinary, 
it was continued whilst a flag of truce 
Went 'from the goveri^, and another 
returned in answer. The officer who 
brought the Due de Crillon’s answer 
was one of his aides-de-camp, the Comte 
de Kufigniae, colonel of the FrencJi 


regiment de Chartres. He pressed 
much to deliver his ^aicWet persomitlu 
to the governor, and offered to submit 
to be bliudfolded, provided he could be 
admitted into the garrison. He was 
even so urgent as to put his foot on 
board our boat, but was informed by 
the aide-de-camp that his request could 
not be complied with. As the Count 
would not be content with this answer, 
our flag was obliged to return to make 
known his extraordinary importunity 
to the governor, who politely excused 
himself the honour which the Count 
intended him, as the state of affairs 
would not then pehmit it. Wc hall have 
occasion again •'to mention the Count 
before the close of this work. The 
wind changed to the east.in the night 
of the 19th; ‘‘but the combined fleet 
still remained at anchor in the bay. 
The 20th, the mprtar boats, which had 
remained inactive for some time, bom- 
barded the garrison. I’liey seemed to 
be attended by only four or five gun- 
boats, and were extremely cautious in 
directing their fire. Three shells fell 
in Southport ditch, amongst the 39th 
regiment. 

Some changes took place in the go- 
vernor’s suite on the 21st : towui-major 
Captain Foulis was appointed aide-de- 
camp to the commander-in-chief, and 
Captain Delhoste, of the 72nd regiment, 
town-major. A flag of truce, the same 
day, brought over a letter from the 
duke, in answer to one from the 
governor, of the preceding day. Their 
boat als^ brought clothing for the 
Walon prisoners. In the evening, 
about eight o’clock, reports were re- 
ceived from the northern guards, that 
the enemy wCre in motion m their 
camp, and that troops were marching 
d(\wn t6 the lines. About the same 
time some extraordinary signals were 
made by the Spanish admiral. The 
three pickets remaining with the field- 
officer in town were immediately de- 
tached to reinforce the captain of 
Landport, the lines, and Waterport, 
who, iKJside their usual guards, had 
each two pickets with them before. 
The 39th and 72nd regiments were 
again ordered to lie accoutred, and 
the artillery cautioned to be alert. 13y 
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this disposition it was evident the 
governor still expected a further attack 
upon the garrison ; and that evening it 
\yas most to be apprehended, as it was 
possible that the Duke by that day 
might receive an answer from Madrid, 
indicating his future operations. Up- 
ward of 1 200 men being thus distributed 
in the vicinity of the Grand battery, 
with tw'o regiments at hand to act as 
corps de reserve, we waited the further 
movements of the enemy. A little be- 
fore midnight, a soldier of the 73rd 
regiment, removing rubbish from the 
Prince’s lines, fell from the extremity, 
and was *killed. An officer with a 
small detachment was* immediately or- 
dered from Landport to bring in the 
body. This was discovered by the 
enemy’s advanced parties, who opposed 
it by a brisk discharge of musketry in 
regular platoons. Queen’s lines guard 
protected our party, who returned with 
the body without any casualties. The 
steady and animated fire supported by 
the enemy convinced us of the strength 
of their advanced posts. Nothing ex- 
traordinary, however, happened during 
the night after this occurrence. 

The governor still continued the 
party at Lower Forbes’s under the 
lines. On the night of the 23rd they 
discovered two men near the stone 
sentry-box, within the ruins of the old 
harrier. The serjeant’s orders (the 
reader may remember) were, not to 
fire but in his own defence, or in case 
of an alarm ; but observing them 
measuring with a chain t^e distance 
between the foot of the rock and the 
Inundation, and thinking they might 
be persons of some consequence, and 
probably possessed of memorandums 
wh’ch might discover the motives of 
"beir manoeuvres, he detennided in,this 
case to fire : they, in return, alarmed 
at his preparations, suddenly appeared 


on the defensive ; but ffie serjeant was 
so lucky as to kill the prjjficipal person^ 
mid the other ran off. The body was 
instantly hj’ought in, but no papers of 
consequence were found about him. 
Se was thought to have been a volun- 
teer. The serjeant, who was a cadet 
in General Keden’s regiment, was soon 
afterwards pi*omfited to a commission ; 
but whether for this service,*or in his 
tour^ I cannot inform my reader. 

The enemy’s firir^ seemed now to be 
directed under the following regulations. 
About five or six in the morning, when 
the night-pickets were retiring from 
their posts, the cannonade commenced, 
and continued pretty brisk till noon. 
From tw’elve to two o’clock there was 
the usual intermission ; for, as I have 
remarked before, the Spaniards ^ould 
not be deprived of their customary nap, 
or siesta. In the decline of the day 
they discharged more or less, as their 
caprice dictated. About seven in the 
evening their cannon ceased, and their 
mortars took up the fire, continuing it till 
daybreak of the succeeding day. The 
ammunition now expended was gene 
rally from 400 to 500, and sometimci 
600 shells in Uie 24 hours, witli fron 
600 to 1000 shot, llie profusion o 
the former had greatly diminished th( 
immense piles in their artillery park 
and their howitzers were by no Ineani 
so lavish of their troublesome shells a 
they had been. 

The 24th, the Brilliant frigate wa 
raided after much trouble. The 
day about noon, upward of 50 boats 
whtch had been assembled for th( 
axtack, returned to the westward, am 
the mantlet-boats ^-etired up the rive 
Palmones. The ilcparture of the for 
raer, with othe»’S which had left th 
bay the two preceding days, reduce( 
their remaining small craft to a ver 
trifling munber. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


The Combined Fleets remain in Gibraltar Bay, being determined to oppose the relief of the 
Garrison — Captain ('urtis visits the Enemy’s Camp to establish a cartel — linemy raise 
additional works-^The Combined Fleets greatly distressed by ’a hurricane — A Spanish linc- 
of-ljattle ship is driven under the walls of Gibraltar, and submits to the Garrison — At this 
juncture the British Fleet appear in the Straits, but the convoy unfortun.'ttely pass the 
Rock to the eastward — Letters received from the British Ministry by the Governor — The 
Combined Fleets, after making repairs, follow the British Fleet, into the Mediterranean, 
but avoid an action — Lord Howe conducts the convoy safe into the Bay, re. arns to the 
westward, and is followed by the Combined Fleets — Enemy’s Hdnnonade diminishes, and 
the fire from the Garrison increases — Enemy establish a post under the Rock near the 
peviTs Tower — Repeat their attacks from the gnn«boats — The Due de Crillon acquaints 
General Eliott that the preliminaries of a General Peace had 'been signed — Hostilities in 
consequence cease — The Emperor of Morocco sends a present of cattle with a letter to 
General Kliott, who soon afterwards receives from England oibciisl accounts of the I’eace — 
Interview between the Due de Crillon and the Governor — ^The Governor views the Spanish 
batteries, and dines at San Roque — The Duke returns the visit, in the (Sarrison — Ceremony 
of investing the Governor with the Order of the Bath — Sir George Augustus Eliott’s speech 
to the Garrison, upon communicating to them the Thanks of the King and Parliament tor 
their Defence of Gibraltar. 


Notwithstanding that we might na- 
turally infer, from the dispersion of 
their small craft, that the enemy had 
at length relinquished the hope of 
taking Gibraltar by force of arms, yet 
thii continuance of their cannonade, 
and the presence of the combined fleets 
(though frequent opportunities had of- 
fered for their return to the westward), 
^rendered their conduct so ainbif^uous 
tJiat we could form no idea what line 
they purposed to pursue in their fhture 
operations. We knew a relief was in- 
tended by the British fleet; but we 
could never imagine, if there w^as any- 
thing of an equality, that the enemy 
would venture an opposition, even 
though a victory might make them 
masters of Gibraltar. We waited, 
therefore, a few days to observe the 
movements of our adversaries, and by 
their actions expected to solve the dif- 
ficulty. 

• The evening of the ^th of Septem- 
ber, the whole of the Combined array 
were under arms, formed in one line 
(which extended about four miles and 
u half) from the river Guadaranque to 


very near Fort Tonara. Some persons 
of high rank, attended by a numerous 
suite of cavalry, passed along the front ; 
and they were not dismissed till after 
sunset. In the evening, Major Hors- 
fall, of the 72ud regiment, was wounded 
by a splinter of a shell. At night, 
another of our workmen in the Prince’s 
lines fell from the extremity, and was 
killed. A party was detached from 
Landport to bring in the body, and tlie 
Queen’s lines and other guards ordered 
to protect them; the enemy however 
remained quiet. The 27th, their parties 
be^nt^ collect brushwood for fascines. 
This circumstance served the 'more to 
increase our doubts relative to their 
fuiure conduct. The same day, our 
navy got up the Porcupine frigate ; tlie 
engineers also finished the Royal and 
Green’s lodge batteries. The former 
is 1300, and the latter 900 feet above 
the level of the isthmus ; yet, notwith- 
standing this elevation, the enemy’s 
fire, during Don Alvarez’s bombard,- 
ment, was found to be so galling, that 
the engineers were under the necessity 
of covering them with caisooned mer- 



145 


1782.] ^ SIEGE OF GIBRALTA^K. . 


Ions. Several launclies full of troops 
■were observed, on the 2'Jth, going on 
board the combined fleet. They were 
sui)posed to ha marines who had been 
lauded from the men-of-war previous 
to the grand attack. A flag of truce, 
the same day, brought clothes for the 
prisoners. Early on the morning of 
the .‘3bth, a soldier of the 72nd regi- 
ment deserted from the serjeant’s party 
at Lower Forbes’s. His own brother 
was one of the guard. The same day, 
the ccmibined fleets were joined by a 
line-of-battle ship. The enemy’s can- 
nonade still continued to be about 1000 
or 1 100 founds of Tshot and shells 
in the 24 hoUrs. ’Willis’s batteries, 
and the extremity of the Prince’s 
and Queen’s lines, were much damaged 
from the 04 - gun * batteVy. A flag 
of truce went from the garrison with 
a letter, and two parcais, which had 
been sent on the 29th, directed for per- 
sons who could not be found amongst 
the prisoners. In the evening of the 
noth, the mortar-boats bombarded our 
camp. At first we imagined they were 
alone, but the gun-boats soon after- 
wards fired upon the town from the 
northward. Two shells fell in the 
hospital, and wounded several of the 
sick. Other casualties also happened 
in the garrison. The prisoners upon 
Wiiidmill-hill were alarmed, on two 
or three shells falling near their camp ; 
and it was not without some severity 
that their guards could keep themselves 
within the boundaries. 

Early on the 1st of October, a boat 
came into Little Bay, wdth a Corsican 
on board, who had escaped from Alge- 
ziras. He had been mate of a neutral 
vessel ; but, hearing that some of his 
relations were in tlie Corsican corps, 
he determined to join his cofmtry- 
nitn. The intelligence which he 
brought was, that Lofd Howe only 
waited some reinforceiueiits to sail for 
the relief of Gibraltar, and that the 
combined fleet were resolved to oppose 
him. Thus consoled with tlie hope of 
preventing the intended succours, the 
eii^rny still flattered themselves that 
Gibraltar must of necessity submit, 
thro\igh the mere failure of provisions, 
lu tlie coursoof the day^ the corpse of 


a Spanish oflicer was wiished ashore 
under our walls; a purser of pistoles, 
and a gold watch, were found in his 
pockets. He was buried with respect, 
two navy oflicers attending the funeral ; 
anfl the following day, a flag of truce 
delivered tjie watch and money, to be 
returned to his ffiends. The 2n(l, 
several men were wounded by the 
enemy’s shot, in the gallery^above 
Farringdon’s, which continued to be 
prosecuted with diligence; and Serjeant 
Harrop, of the 72nd regiment (a man 
universally noticed and admired for his 
gallantry and conduct in the works), 
was killed at Willis’s. We observed, 
the same day, several boats which for- 
merly had mantlets in the bow, return- 
ing from the river Palmones ; havii^, 
as we imagined, undergone some altera- 
tions, to enable them to act as gun- 
boats. In case of a visit from tlfe 
latter, signals were now determined 
upon, to intimate when the artillery 
were to man the batteries. Two guns 
quick, and a red flag hoisted upon a 
flag-statt’ erected on the South bastion, 
was to l)e the day signal; two guns 
quick and a light, the signal for the 
night. In the evening, we had an op- 
portunity of practising our new signals, 
by the approach of the m(.»rtar-boafs, 
which bombarded the garrison jjjr 
about two hours. The gun - boats, 
though perhaps attending them, did 
not fire. Previous to their visit, some 
muskets were discharged, and some 
signals* made amongst the fleet; but « 
we could not observe any particular 
movenients. ' 

In the forenoon of the 3rd, a Spanish 
frigate, with a flag of truce at her fore- 
top-gallarit mast-head, anchored within 
gun-shot of the Old mole head, and 
immediately Captain Curtis went on 
board her. In the forenoon, Captain 
Curtis retunicd, and the frigate sailed 
hack to the fleet. The wind at the 
time w'as so strong, that she was obliged 
to leave her anchor behind; which 
being meutionqd to the governor, 
orders were senpmot to fire upon the ' 
boats \t'heii they returned to fish it up. 
The following day. Captain Curtis, 
accompanied by the governor’s secre- 
tary and a naval officer, went in liis 
L 
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barge to thci Orange-grove ; where a 
carriage ^kited, and conducted them , 
to Buena Vista, the Duke's quarters. 
The intention of this visit, we after- 
w ards understood, was to establish a car- 
tel with tlie Spaniards for the exchange 
of prisoners. Captain Curtis was in- 
troduced, by the Due de Crillon, to 
his Royal Ilighness'the Comte d’ Artois, 
who ^iauked him, in very handsome 
terms, for his humanity and gallantry 
in relieving the* unfortunate prisoners 
from the burning batteriug-ships ; re- 
questing C^aptain Curtis at the same 
time to inform the governor, that he 
entertained the highest esteem and 
respect for him, for his benevolence 
and liberality to the prisoners upon 
the same occasion. Before Captain 
Curtis returned, which was in the 
evening, the kilns for heating shot 
were lighted, and other preparations 
made, as if some attack was expected. 
During this correspondence, the ene- 
my’s batteries observed a proper silence, 
in respect to the flag. Captain Curtis 
infonnetl us, that Lord Howe, with the 
British fleet, was certainly on his pass- 
age to the Mediterranean. The garri- 
son did not however feel that indescrib- 
able satisfaction and pleasure on receiv- 
ing tins intelligence, which we had 
experienced when Admirals Rodney 
and Darby were announced in 1780 
and 1781. A French rear-admiral, 
in a three-decker, with a frigate, and 
several smaller armed vessels, joined 
the combined fleet on the 3r(f. The 
man-of-war had many signals flying 
when she entered the bay, whidh were 
answered by the Spanish admiral. 

The enemy’s , cannonade was still 
continued, with such variation as their 
caprice dictated. The number of 
rounds of shot and shells usually ex- 
ceeded 800 in the 24 hours, and 
sometimes amounted to 1100 or 1200. 
We amused them with a trifling return, 
directed chiefly to their parties, who, 
to our astonishment, were still form- 
ing considerable depots of fascines and 
materials in the 1/fies. Lieutenant 
Kenneth M‘Kenzief of the 73rd, was 
wounded on the 4th, in the communi- 
cation from the King’s to the Queen’s 
lines. Tw'o days afterwards, agreeably 
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to a flag of truce of tlie preceding day, 
the Spanish prisoners (excepting 10 
sick in the hospital, and .59 Walons 
and foreignqi-s who requested to stay 
behind) were sent to the combined 
camp. The Walons who preferred 
staying in the garrison were embodied 
into those corps which chose to receive 
them. The 39th and 58th regiments 
entertained 10 each; and the remain- 
der were incorporated with the Corsi- 
can company. 

Two of the enemy’s eq^ineers liad 
been observed on the 4th, picketing out 
a work, extending from the ruins of tlie 
Mahon battery 'to the weljterr, lx‘acl4 
crossing tlie uorth-west angle of tlie 
farthest gardens. We were at a loss 
what to conclude from this appearance 
of a determination l>till to prosecute the 
siege. They did not however let us 
remain long in suspense ; for, on the 
morning of the 6th, we discovered that 
they had erected a strong boyau of ap- 
proach, extending, in the line before 
mentioned, about 430 yards — near a 
quarter of a mile. It was raised with 
sand-bags; and from its resemblance 
to the original epaulment of the 64-gun 
battery, some imagined it was intended 
for the same purpose ; though the 
engineers were of opinion, it was 
only a communication to some addi- 
tional works in embryo. Altliough the 
enemy, by throwing up this extensive 
work, gained by stealth a second ad^ 
vantage upon the garrison, yet tlie go- 
vernor was determined, if possible, to 
prevent them Completing it. The Old 
mole hJad howitzers, with a warm fire 
from the heights, were opened at night 
upon this new object; and, as the 
former almost entirely enfiladed it, the 
enemy were so much annoyed, that it 
,wa8 never finished. The night of the 
6th, they made good the communica- 
tion to the parallel, from the extremity 
of the boyau, near the ruins of tlie 
Mahon batteiy, which was left imper- 
fect the precedhig night. 

The following day, the St. Martin’s 
battery took fire from the wadding or 
discharge of their own cannon. One 
merlon was destroyed, and unoftier 
considerably damaged, before the 
flames were extinguished. Wc threw 
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a few shells from Inflow, to disturb 
them in this duty; but otherwise no 
particular notice was taken of the ac- 
cident. The enemy found their situ- 
ation so extremely warm in their new 
boyau, that, on the night of the 7th, 
they threw up a strong shoulder at the 
extremity near the beach, to protect 
them against the flanking fire of the 
howitzers of the Old mole head. Onr 
shells were nevertheless fired with 
such judgment and dexterity as just to 
clear the traverse, and seemed to do 
as much execution in the interior part 
as before. Great quantities of fascines, 
were * scattered * )n the rear ; 
whence we concluded -they purposed 
W'orking in the night, but had been 
prevented by the vivacity of our fire. 
They also repaire'd the St. Martin’s 
battery. A flag of truce brought over 
letters for the governor and Captain 
(hirtis on tin* 8th; and, at night, a 
boat sjiiled for Leghorn with a midship- 
man and six sailors, bearing home dis- 
patches from the governor. This was 
the first boat or vessel which left the 
garrison after the victory of the pre- 
ceding month. 

The enemy, about the 8th or 9th, 
adopted a new plan for the regulation 
of their bombardment during the night: 
every 10 or 1 5 minutes they discharged 
five, seven, and sometimes ten mortars 
at the same tim6, directing the shells 
principally to the same object. After 
a silence of the above p(*riod, they sa- 
luted us witli a second volley, and so 
on till morning gun-fire. Tlie^number 
of rounds continued variable, from 400 
to 600 shots, with almost the same pro- 
portion of shells, in the 24 hours. 
They were enabled to expend these im- 
mense qumtities of ammunition by re- 
ceivir^ constant supplies. The'partiqp 
in the fascine park appeared now to be 
considerably increased, and an univer- 
sal activity seemed still to prevail 
through the different departments, A 
person, i^orant of Wliat had passed, 
and suddenly brought to view their 
proceedings, migb‘ therefore naturally 
conclude from their operations, that 
they were (dated with, and following 
up some success, rather than depressed 
by a defeat. • On the night of the 9th, 
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some signals were mack at Cabrita 
Point, which were answ^cd by the 
combined fleets, each ship showing a 
light. • 

The wind blew fresh westerly on 
the loth ; and two frigates and a cutter 
joined the. combined fleets from that 
quarter. In the evening, a number of 
signals were made by the Spanish ad- 
miral, which were answered by^arions 
ships in the fleet .^fter sunset, the 
gale increased, and at midnight it blew 
a hurricane, with smart showers of 
rain. Signal-guns were repeatedly 
fired by the combined fleets ; and from 
their continuance, and tlie violence of 
the wind, we concluded some of them 
were in (iistress. At daybreak, a Spa- 
nish two-decker was discovered in a 
crippled state, close in shore off 
Orange’s bastion : she was under close- 
reefed (iourses, and had lost her mizen 
topmast. Observing her danger upon 
an enemy’s lee-shore, she suddenly 
luffed up, and endeavoured to weather 
the garrison: as she passed several 
shots were fired through her from the 
King’s bastion, which killed two, and 
wounded two others; and soon after- 
wards she grounded near Ragged Staff, 
and struck to the garrison, hoisting 
an English jack over her own colours. 
A boat from the Speedwell cutter im- 
mediately took jwssession of the Sn 
Miguel, or St. Michael, of 72 guns, 
commanded by Don Juan Moreno, a 
Chef d’Escadre. The officers and men, 
to the "number of 6.34 (many of whom* 
were dismounted drag<K)us), were im- 
media^ly landed, and conducted to the 
quarters before <x:cupied by their 
friends upon Windmill-hill. The gover- 
nor was present wlien they were 
brought ashore, and generously permit- 
ted them to take their baggage un- 
searched, and the officers their stock of 
fresh provisions. When the morning 
cleared up, so as to admit of our ob- 
serving the state of the combined fleets, 
we discovered the whole in great dis- 
order. One WM on shore near their 
grand magazin?;^a French ship of the* 
line had lost her foremast and bow- 
sprit ; one, a three-decker, was missing, 
supposed to be driven from her anchors 
to the eastward; and three or four 
L 2 
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were forccdJJalf-bay over (two w'ithin 
range of the^ garrison), where they all 
seemed to be in a very precarious situ- 
ation. Many of the parapet boats, and 
other small craft, w^ere also driven on 
shore near the Orange-grove. If the 
storm had continued a few houn- 
longer, it is not nnprobable that a 
three-decker, with several other ships, 
would have sutfered the fate of the St. 
Michael. 'I'lie ^^ind, however, abated 
as the day advanced; and, when the 
swell would permit them to assist the 
disabled ships, the boats were busily 
employed in carrying out anchors and 
cables to those which a])peared most in 
distress. The garrison were not idle 
spectators of these movements : several 
sei mortars were soon brought to bear 
on the nearest ships, and one w’as in a 
short time obliged to move ; but an- 
choring again otf Point Mala, we con- 
tinued annoying her with shells and 
red-hot shot, till she warped out of our 
range. 

The prisoners were no sooner landed 
from the prize, than the seamen began 
to lighten the vessel, by removing her 
powder ashore, and cutting aw’ay the 
inizen-mast: but she remaining still 
aground, they Carried out anchors to 
prevent her going further ashore, in- 
ttk';ding to renew their exertions to 
warp her off at high wmter. The St. 
Michael w as esteemed one of the best 
sailers in the Spanish navy. She was a 
new ship, built at the Ilavannah ; very 
•"lofty iMjtw'een decks, which were of 
mahogany, and her beams of ,cedar. 
When the corabin(»d fleets appeared in 
the English Channel, the St. Michael 
was one of the lei;ding ships, and was 
also in the squadron which fired upon 
the garrison the 9th of September, w’hen 
the Due de Crillon opened his bat- 
teries. The Spanish oflScers informed 
us the^ liad received intelligence, the 
preceding day, of the approach of the 
British fleet ; which had induced Ad- 
miral Cordova to ordef the combined 
fleets t } lie at single jyrehor, and pre- 
pare m weigh at th^ shortest notice: 
that .hey were thus situated w hen the 
gale came on ; and, the hurricane still 
increasing, a three-decker, early in the 
morning, ran foul of the St. Michael 


and forced her from her anjfhor : that 
she immediately set sail, but, as the 
event had evinced, found it impossible 
to weather the rock. 

The intelligence of Lord Ilowm being 
so near, now, for the first time, gave ns 
sensible pleasure ; not so much on ac- 
count of our personal situation, as of 
tlie advantage which the enemy’s recent 
misfortunes would give his lordship 
over his opponents, as well toward 
accomplishing the object of his orders, 
lis affording him a further opportunity 
of acting as his lordship’s well-known 
abilities might dictate. We were so 
elated by our . enemy’s ^ distress, that 
some were so saflguine as to anticipate 
the most glorious conclusion of the war 
and our own^ suftepings. • Our hopes 
however werd soon depressed by the 
intelligence of liOrd Howe’s great in- 
feriority in number. Thirty -four sail 
to oppose forty-two, which still re- 
mained at anchor in the bay, gave us 
reason to be apprehensive for the safety 
of the British fleet. The navigation of 
the Straits w'as so precarious, that if 
his lordship once entered the Mediter- 
ranean he might probably be prevented 
from returning for a considerable time ; 
and the enemy, though now distressed, 
might, by the assistance- of the camp, 
soon refit, and attack him under every 
advantage. By this digression I am, 
however, anticipating the regular nar- 
rative. In the afternoon a French 
two-decker sailed to the eastward ; and 
soon after a settee came in from the 
west, fired several guns as she en- 
tered the bay. At this time it was so 
very hazy in the Straits, that we could 
not see the opposite coasts. Al)ont sun- 
set several large ships w'ere discovered 
through the haze ; and soon after, the 
hatona’ frigate, Captain (’on way, an- 
chored under oiir guns, and informed 
us that the ships in tlie Straits were 
the van of the liritish fleet, commanded 
by Lord Howe, consisting of 34 sail of 
the line, including 11 three-deckers, 
with 6 frigates and 31 ordnance trans- 
ports, and a reinforcement of upward 
of 1600 men for the garrison. Cap- 
tain Conway further told us of the 
great anxiety which prevailed at home 
relative to the situation df (Jibraltarj 
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and that it was only off the southern 
coast of Porlufral that Lonl Howe had 
his uneasiness removed, by receiving 
intelligence of the enemy’s complete 
defeat. This welcome information, he 
said, was accompanied by advice, that 
“the combined tieets had taken their 
station in the bay of Gibraltar, re- 
solutely determined to prevent, if pos- 
sible, the intended relief.” We learned 
that, upon receiving the. latter intelli- 
gence, the admirals and principal offi- 
cers were .summoned on board the 
V ictory ; where particular instructions 
and orders were communicated, in ex- 
pectation of an engag<*ment, which was 
considered as imavoidafde. 

Although the enemy’s signals for 
the approach of the British fleet were 
made early in th5 afternoon, yet the 
Spanish admiral exhibited not the least 
appearance of opposition to any rein- 
forcements being thrown into the gar- 
rison. This favourable opportunity 
was, however, lost; owing, as Lord 
Howe expresses in his official letter, 
“ to the want of timely attention to the 
circumstances of the navigation.” Only 
four or five transports reached the 
rock ; the rest, with the fleet, were car- 
ried by the current into the Mediter- 
ranean. At night, or early on the 12th, 
Captain Curtis sailed in the Latona, to 
inform Lord Howe of the calamity 
which had iKjfallen the enemy’s fleet. 
At noon the British fleet appeared in 
good order off Estepona or Marbella ; 
and the transports, with the frigates, 
were working to windward to gain the 
bay. As they approached the isthmus 
the enemy saluted them from their 
mortars, and fired upon them from 
behind the eastern advanced guard- 
house. 

Whi’ .t the British fleet, ’^ith tjie 
transports, were thus critically situated, 
the combined fleets were very active in 
repairing their late damages, and in 
forming a line of battle along the shore. 
In the evening a numoer of troops were 
embarked on lx)ard them from the camp. 
Their xeheqiies, cutters, armed brigs, I 
and gun-boats, also assembled in Sandy | 
Bay, with an intention probably of j 
picking up our straggling transports. 
In the close of the day, however, this 
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fleet of craft retunied ^to their main 
fleet. At night the Panther man-of 
w'ar, and several transports, anchored 
in the bay. • 

The enemy on the land-side per- 
severed in their cannonade; and ob- 
serving that the St. Michael had run 
aground within the range of their bat- 
teries, threw grea! numbers of shells, 
with an intent to destroy hcr» Many 
burst over her, and some fell very near ; 
but, as their artillefy could only be 
directed by her masts, none fell on 
board. They pointed their usual weight 
of fire against our works, which the 
governor (now that a pros])ect of sup- 
plies appeared) returned with unusual 
vivacity. Their new boyaii severely 
felt the effect of our ordnance. It wjls 
considerably derangt d, and thcT en- 
filading howitzers at the Old mole head 
prevented them from strengthening it 
with any additions of consequence. In 
the garrison orders oftlie l 2 th, tlie fol- 
lowing extracts from the dispatches 
received by the governor >vere in- 
serted : — 

G. O. “ Extract from a letter to the 
governor, from the Right Hon. 
the Earl of Shelburne, principal 
secretary of state to his Ma- 
jesty. Dated St. James’s, ^uly 
10th, 1782. 

“ 1 am also honoured w ith his Ma- 
jesty’s command to assure you in the 
strongest terms, that no eiioouragemeq^ 
shall be w'antiug to the brave officers 
and Aildiers under your command. His 
royal approbation of the past will no 
doubt be a powerful^ incentive to future 
exertions; and I have the King’s au- 
thority to assure you, that every distin- 
guished act of emulation and gallantry 
w hich shall be performed in course of 
the siege by any, even of the lowest 
rank, will meet with ample rew ard from 
his gracious protection and favour. 
These his Majesty’s intentions you will 
communicate to every part of your gar- 
rison, that they may be perfectly sar 
tisfied tlieir royM master feels for the 
difficulties they are under, admires 
their glorious resistance, and will be 
happy to reward their merit.” 
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” Extract a letter to the governor 
from the ilfight Hon. Gen. Conway, 
commander-in-chief of his Majesty’s 
forces. Dated August 3 Ir.t, 1782. 

“ I am now to add that I have the 
King’s command to inform yon, that the 
is in tlie greatest degree satislied with 
the brave and steadpr defence made by 
your garrison ; and his Majesty is de- 
sirous « f showing them every mark of 
his royal approbation. It is in this 
light that his Majesty has been gra- 
ciously pleased to consent to granting 
hat and forage-money, as a proper in- 
dulgence to your officers.” 

These extracts were perused by the 
garrison with great satisfaction, as they 
demonstrated that the safety of Gibral- 
tar was esteemed a matter of the first 
importance; and flattered us with the 
agreeable hopes that our late services 
W{)uld be duly appreciated by our 
friends and countiymen. 

The British fleet, at daybreak on the 
13th, was still off Marbella, with the 
wind at west. About nine o’clock a.m. 
the Spanish admiral made the signal 
for the combined fleets to weigh an- 
chor. Ify one o’clock the whole were 
under way. At three a French rear- 
admiral, being the last of the rear divi- 
sion, cleared the bay. Their numlier 
in all amounted to 80 sail, of which 
the ‘following, I lielie^e, is an accu- 
rate account: 6 three-deckers, 38 two- 
deckers, including several fifties (total, 
44 inen-of-war) ; f) fri^tes, 29 xe- 
•b'^ques, cutters, armed ships, and brigs ; 
also 2, imagined to be fire-ships. Not- 
withstanding little doubt was to fie en- 
tertained of the enemy’s intention of 
leaving the bay, ^le Panther 'inan-of- 
war remained at anchor with several 
officers of the garrison on hoard, whom 
th > governor had permitted to act as 
volunteers in fhe expected engagement. 
When the combined fleets had cleared 
the bay, they stood some time to the 
southward, and leaving a liue-of-battle 
ship and two frigates to prevent the 
Panther from joining ^.her admiral, 
drove with the current ^ome leagues to 
the eastward, ^’hey (hen appeared to 
edge down towards the British fleet, 
which was in close line of battle upon a 
wind, with their heads to the south- 


ward ; the transports, with tlie frigates 
M'hich had beeu beating up, falling be- 
hind them to leeward. Thus were 
both fleets situated at the close of the 
evening. Before the enemy had totally 
quitted the bay, Captain (hirtis landed 
in a small boat from the Latoiia frigate, 
with 20,000/. in specie for the garrison, 
having narrowly escaped Iwing cut off 
by the combined fleets. He told us the 
British fleet were in high spirits, and 
impatient ta engage, notwithstanding 
the enemy’s great superiority. When 
the combined fleets first appeared in 
motion, tli»^ Spanish prisoners who liad 
lieen landed frofli the St. Mid. el w^ere 
so overjoyed, ttiut they could not for- 
bear expressing their ecstacies in so 
riotous a manner as to oill for some 
severity, to confine tliem within the 
limits of their camp. 

As our observations on the manoeu- 
vres of the fleet were interrupted soon 
after sunset, we impatiently waited for 
the succeeding day to be spectators of 
the action, which was now considered 
as impossible to lie avoided ; and orders 
were therefore given for preparing 
several wards in the Navy hospital for 
the reception of the wounded : but, on 
the dawn of the 14th, the fleets, to our 
astonishment, were some leagues dis- 
tant from each other ; tlie British being 
to leeward in the south-east quarter, 
whilst the combined fleets appeaivtl in 
the north-east, off* EstejKina. In the 
evening the British fleet could be dis- 
covered only from the summit of the 
rock. It seemed to the garrison that 
the Spanish admiral, by having the 
weather-gage, had it in his option to 
bring the British fleet to action if he 
pleased. The fleets being thus sepa- 
rated, the Panther, about noon, en- 
deavoured to join lAird Howe, but put 
back for want of wind. Seventeen gun- 
boats came from Algeziras, apparently 
to prevent her leaving the bay ; but ob- 
serving her cast anchor, they returned. 

The enemy’s cSiimonade on the land- 
side was continued with great vivacity. 
A few days, nay, probably hours, were 
to turn tlie balance for or against their 
future hopes of obtaining the grand 
object of their wishes : they were not 
therefore economical in their amiuuni- 
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tion ; nor was the garrison in the least 
behind them in the brisk use of their 
ordnance. Lieut. Groniley, of the 
Royal Artillery, was mortally wounded 
in the evening at Willis’s, and died soon 
after he was brought to the hospital. 

Part of tlie combined heets, in the 
morning of the 1 .5th, was seen (though 
the weather was very hazy) olf Mar- 
bella. The British fleet was out of 
sight; the Panther nevertheless at- 
tempted ta join them. About 8 a.m. 
the wind came about to the eastward. 
In the forenoon 9 polacres sailed from 
the Spaiiisl^ c^anip, witli troops on board 
for Ceuta. This broftght to our recol- 
lection the critical stattr*of that garrison 
both as to men and provisions, when 
Admiral Rodney was in their neigh- 
bourhood in 1780; ami the enemy, 
from embracing this opportunity of 
sending supplies, appe(H*ed not entirely 
to have forgotten it. About noon, the 
British fleet was discovered in the 
offing, to the south-east of Ceuta, stand- 
ing under an easy sail towards the rock. 
At night the Latona, with 8 or 10 
transports, anchored in the bay. I’hey 
informed ns that the Buffalo man-of- 
war, with the remaining twelve trans- 
ports, had separated (by order) from 
the fleet, but had not afterwards 
joined. This intelligence gave us 
soiTie uneasiness for their safety ; but 
we flattered ourselves they were gone, 
agreeably to instructions, to the Safa- 
ri ne Islands, the place of rendezvous in 
case the fleets engaged, Capt. Conway, 
after a short conference witji the go- 
vernor, returned in the monnng of the 
Ibth to tlie British fleet, which was 
cruising to the eastward of the rock, 
with th(‘ wind at east. ' The combined 
fleets wire not in sight; we concluded 
ther.iore tliat they were gond to l^a- 
laga to make further repairs, and join 
those ships which had been forced from 
the bay on the 1 Ith. ^iiice the arrival 
of the first transports, the garrison had 
been busily employed in disembarking 
the supplies. The former fleets had 
brought us principally provisions ; this 
brought us only men and ammunition, 
which probably might, without this 
sup[)ly, have become as scarce articles 
os the former had been. 


The exertions of the qavy not being 
successful in floating the^. Michael, a 
hundred sailors were detached on board 
on the 17th, to their assistance ; and 
not long afterwards, she was anchored 
off the New mole. It was peculiarly 
fortunate tliat she grounded on a bank 
of sand, though she was surrounded 
with rocks : her bottom was therefore 
little injured. Sir Charles Snowies, 
Bart., who had been formerly on this 
.station, was appointed to command her. 
The wind had now changed to the 
south-west ; and, iu the forenoon of the 
same day, a British frigate appeared 
from the west. She made a signal 
when off Kuropa, which being ai.- 
swered by our fleet, she immediately 
joined them. At night, the gun-boats 
being heard in the bay, our batftries 
were maimed to receive them; but, 
upon a gun being fired from the St 
Michael, they threw up their rockets 
and retunied. Some were of opinion 
that they meditated an attempt to cut 
her out. The 18th, the wind again 
came about totlic east ; and the Buflalo, 
with eleven of the missing transports, 
arrived in the course of the day. 'I'liese 
ships, as we had conjectured, had sepa- 
rated from the fleet, and were pro- 
ceeding to the place of rendezvous, 
when, not hearing any firing, and the 
wind veering about, they returned^and 
were very near joining the combined 
fleets, but discovered their error time 
enough to rectify it. The missing ves- 
sel, tliey informed us, had been 
by the enemy, some days before, off 
Maffiga; and, having on board the 
wives and baggage of the two regiments 
which were on byard the fleet, and 
were intended for our reinforcement, 
her capture greatly distressed those 
corps, and the garrison heartily con- 
doled with them. The I^tona, in her 
return to the fleet, chased and boarded 
a vessel, wliich proved to be a ISpanish 
fire-ship. The crew, deserting her, 
were conducted, by two gun-boats at- 
tending, to a^ebeque at some distance, 
which afterwards wviit into Ceuta. 
The prize was s>nt into the bay. About 
noon, 4 or 5 men-of-war arrived from^ 
the fleet, with tlie 2.5th and .59th regi- 
ments. Lord Mulgrave, who com- 
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iiiaiulod the disembarkation, landed 
tlie troops wj,tii tlie greatest expedition 
under the line-wall at the New mole, 
Rosia and Camp bays, and, returned to 
Ijord Howe off Tetuaii, The two re- 
giments were encamped before ten 
o’clock at night ; the former behind tl:e 
barracks, the latter upon Windmill- 
hill. We now learnkl that the admiral, 
having ^jiccomplished the object of the' 
expedition, intended to embrace the fa- 
vourable opportunity of the wind, and 
immediately return to the westward. 
In the course of the night, the fire-ship 
brouglit in by Capt. Conway was pur- 
posely set on fire, and being anchored 
apart from tlie shipping, blew up with- 
out doing any damage. The Latona 
soon afterwanls joined the llritish fleet. 
Capfr Vallotton, the governor’s first 
aide-de-camp, embarked in her to bear 
home the governor’s public dispatches. 
Capt. Curtis also went in her, to com- 
municate information from the governor 
to Lord Ilowe ; and did not return. 

At daybreak on the liltli, both fleets, 
to our great astonishment, were in 
sight ; the combined fie<*ts being some 
leagues to windw'ard. AVhen the Hri- 
tish fleet was abrea.«t of Europa, Lord 
Howe dispatched the Tisiphone fire- 
ship, with a further supply of powder 
collected from the fleet. The Bri- 
tish'“iileet afterwards put before the 
wind, and stood, under an easy sail, in ' 
close order to the westward. The van 
of the combined fleet, composed of 
French ships, followed with a press of 
canvass at some distance. 13y two 
o’clock p.M. Lord Howe’s fleet wa^ out 
of sight ; hut the Spanish .ships sailing 
heavily, it was night before they dis- 
appeared. Though fully convinced of 
the prudence of his lordship’s conduct, 
it was no very pleasing prospect for a 
British garrjj^on to behold a British 
fleet, though inferior in force, lead the 
enemy. At night, the wind changed 
to the south-west ; and the succeeding 
day, a brisk cannonade was heard from 
that quarter. This, however, could not 
proceed* from the action which after- 
wards took place betwebn the fleets, as 
the firing was heard early in the morn- 
ing. Some time on the 19th, a guard 
of 2 subalterns and 9G men ,was ordered 


from the 2.5th and 59th regiments on 
board the St. Michael, where tlnjy re- 
mained till she was completely repaired. 
Several Iai:ge ships were observed, 
on the 20th, to be anchored at some 
distance from Algcziras ; and, as six 
or seven were conjectured to be fire- 
ships, precautions were accordingly 
taken, and the batteries from South 
bastion to Europa ordered, in case (»f 
alaim, to be doubly manned. The 
enemy, tlie some day, got off the man- 
of-war which ran ashore, near their 
grand magazine. In the evening some 
movements were observed in the French 
camp ; and on the succeeding i.. y most 
of the tents wer««truck. In the after- 
noon, the resident Spanish priest was 
confined to his house, for bolding con- 
versation with^omebf the prisoners on 
Windmill-hill. The enemy’s cannon- 
ade was still continued, upon an average 
of about 500 or 600 rounds in the 24 
hours. They lined some part of the 
new boyau with fascines, and raised a 
few travei’ses in the rear, notwithstand- 
ing our brisk fire : they were, however, 
prevented from making any additions 
of consequence. On the 22nd, a jxila- 
cre arrived from Algiers, with intelli- 
gence from the British consul, that 
l.ord Howe had sailed foy the relief (ff 
Gibraltar. Happily his lordship had 
effected that business, and, probably, be- 
fore they at Algiers wete infoi njed of 
the British fleet having left England. 

The extreme distress which the gar- 
rison had experienced in the close ot 
the years 1779 and 178t), and the grea* 
profits which from the exigencies of 
those periods had arisen to the adven- 
turers who ran the hazard of a voyaye 
with provisions for our relief, were by 
this time pretty generally known at 
home. The favourable opportunity of 
a safe convoy under the British fleet, 
prompted, therefore, many masters of 
transports, some of whom had been in 
the ^rrison before, during the war, to 
lay in a stock of various articles, with 
the prospect that the distresses of their 
friends might afford these truly hu- 
mane and generous patriots an occasion, 
to sell them, on their arrival, at their 
own price. Although tliese supplies 
were moat highly acceptable, yet the 
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giirrison was not at this time in such 
al)solut(‘ need of their assistance, as to 
purchase them at those enormous prices 
which before had been given with plea- 
sure ; nor in justice did we think, from 
tlie little risk the adventurers ran, that 
they deserved such immense profits. 
A committee of officers from every 
corps assembled on the 23rd, to con- 
sider what measures to pursue in order 
to prevent such impositions in future; 
and, as every article brought to the 
garrison wai sold at public auction, it 
v. iis unanimously agreed, that a cer- 
tain price should be fixed upon each 
article, aflowing sudl^ profit as might 
reasonably b*e thougift* adequate to the 
liazard; and, when the estimate was 
published, - every officer, I believe, 
]'l(*dged his honour no\ to exceed the 
terms therein specified. (See App.) 

The prudent and nianly regulation of 
the committee was strictly attended to 
for about a fortnight, but it had not 
that immediate effect we expected ; 
many of our generous countiy men, ra- 
ther than dispose of their ventures for 
a profit of 1 50, and in some instances 
300 per cent., very liberally determined 
not to land them, but to sell them for a 
t riding advantage at Lisbon, or else- 
where, in their way home. We should 
lu'vt'i’theless ha^c soon got the better 
of their obstinacy had we continued 
determined and consistent ourselves; 
but some individuals who preferred 
self-gratification to the public good, 
begiiuiiiig to evade the agreement, the 
w hole was cancelled and th^ demands 
of the adventurers became afterwards 
as exorbitant, if not more so than be- 
fore. So little dependence is there 
upon the adherence of*a multitude to 
any sniiptuary regulations, however 
esse’ aal to their real interest. ’ • 

The mortar-boats, on the night of 
the 23rd, paid us a visit, and did con- 
siderable damage. Tl\eir shells were 
chiefly directed towards the New 
mole. The Hector butter, in govern- 
ment service, was sunk by a shell, and 
everything on board lost. Several other 
vessels narrowly escaped the same fate. 
We fired upon them from Willis’s and 
the Old mole ; but their gun-boats 
were silent. The 24th, we obse^ed 


that the enemy had st^ick the tents of 
four or five battalions, /ind two regi- 
ments were seen this day marching 
along the Haeach. The day following 
some baggage was observed removing 
from the Duke’s quarters ; which gave 
us great Jiopes tliat his Grace was pre- 
paring to leave the camp, and that mat- 
ters were verging towards a conclusion. 
In the evening a deserter c«ne in, a 
native Catalonian. He informed us 
there had been an e/Sgagement betw een 
the British and combined fleets, but 
could give us no particulars. He fur- 
ther told us that their camp was break- 
ing up: 16 battalions had already 
marched away, and others wei-c prepar- 
ing to decamp : that they had ceased 
to work in their approaches ; and that 
their night-guards consisted of 4000 
men, under the command of two bri- 
gadier-generals : concluding with ac- 
quainting us, that the winter camp 
before the garrison was to consist of 
20,000 men : that additional guii-boats 
were building to constantly harass 
us; and that a corporal and 12 men 
were stationed in the gardens to pre- 
vent desertion. The 2f>th, the tents oc- 
cupied by the Duke’s corps encamped 
before Buena Vista were struck : w liich 
served to increase our hopes, that the 
prospect w as not far distant of end 
to our fatigues. Don J nan Moreno left 
the garrison the same day, with a flag 
of truce. Our boat could not learn any 
further account of the engagement ; but 
the officers were informed, that a ge**- 
ral peace was expected, as the inde- 
pendence of America h;id been acknow- 
ledged by Creat Britain. 

More battalions* left the enemy’s 
camp on the 27th: their cannonade 
nevertheless was continued, and seve- 
ral shot ranged as far as the entrance 
of Windmill-hill ; a distance of about 
5000 yards. Their camp was still de- 
creasing on the 28th and 29th ; and 
we judged from our observations, that 
about 23 battalions, with a brigade of 
artillery, ha^ marched into the coun- 
try. The last deserters said many ha’d 
taken their rout^ to C^adiz. The 3(Hh,^ 
we observed the enemy had stationed a 
guard under the rock near the Devil’s 
tower. They were taken some notice 
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of by our artille^*‘y, who endeavoured to 
auuoy them w<'th small projectiles from 
the summit of the northern front. The 
Tisiphone, Captain Sandys/with five 
or six orduance-ships (having 160 Jews 
oil board), sailed for England early in* 
the morning of the 3 1st. The same day, 
a soldier of the 9 7 th re^giment was killed 
at llosia, by a long-range shot from 
the isthi?i(is. This shot must have 
ranged more tlian two miles and a 
half. - 

Three deserters came in on the 2nd 
and 4th of November, but could give 
no satisfactory information relative to 
the action between the fleets. They 
said the French troops had quitted the 
camp with the Koyal volunteers. The 
enemy’s camp continued to break up 
on the 7th and 8th ; though some of 
the regiments, it was imagined, took 
possession of the large building east- 
ward of Point Mala, which had been 
built for a liospital. On the 7th, two 
meii-of-war and a sloop (supposed to be 
French, from the West Indies) passed 
to the eastward. The Spanish gun- 
Mioats seemed to suspect they were ene- 
mies, and intended to come in ; as they 
were in motion, and appeared to be 
preparing for an attack. The 8th, 23 
gun-boats paraded at a short distance 
fronv^/he garrison, extending in a Hue 
a-head to the southward. We expected 
an attack upon the St. Michael ; but, 
an easterly wind springing up, they re- 
turned. They had scarcely got buck, 
a signal was made at Cafirita 
Point, and they again put about. Our 
attention was engaged by this maheeu- 
vre ; and, upon investigating the cause, 
we discovered a sloop standing toward 
the garrison from the eastward. If 
this vessel had continued the course she 
then steered, she might undoubtedly 
have reached the rock : whether, how- 
ever, it was owing to the westerly cur- 
rent off Europa, or the ignorance of 
the crew, we could not determine ; in 
the course of an hour she drove so 
considerably to leeward^* as to be out 
of the protection of our guns, and, after 
receiving several discK’arges of round 
and grape from the gun-boats, was 
boarded by the enemy. Sir Charles . 
Knowles, Bart, (who since Captain Cur- 


J tis*s departure commanded in the bay), 
oi*dered several barges out to her as- 
sistance, but to no purpose. A boat, 
with five of her crew, escaped to the 
garrison, and informed us she was 
laden with sugar and tea from Fal- 
mouth. Soon afterwards a Danish 
dogger was brought to an anchor in 
the bay, by a guii from Europa : she 
was laden with rice and pilchards from 
England. A flag of truce on the 9th 
went with a letter to the Duke ; and, in 
the evening, another brought over En- 
sign Lewis, of the 58th regiment, with 
a quarter-m;n,ter and a volunteer of the 
2.5th, who had been taken in tli j Mi- 
nerva brig, with* the baggage, &c., of 
the 25th and 59th regiments. This 
flag also brought over other, prisoners. 
By these gentWmen, wo learned that 
an engagement had taken place between 
Lord Howe and Admiral Cordova, and 
that the latter was returned into port 
with his fleet much shattered. 

After the departure of the fleets, 
little attention was paid by the enemy 
to the blockade. Not one cruiser was 
now to be seen in the Straits or to the 
eastward, and few vessels of force were 
stationed at Cabrita Point. Tlio idea 
of gaining Gibraltar, either by force or 
stratagem, seemed at length to be to- 
tally relinquished. Their cannonade 
from the land nevertheless was conti- 
nued ; but, as it gradually di.-jivnished, 
and scarce exceeded at this time 250 
rounds in the 24 liours, we imagined 
it would in a short time totally cease. 
The St. Philip's Castle, and several 
ordnance-ships, had left the bay the 
evening of the 8th; and, on the loth 
and 1 2th, two li^ht vessels came to AI- 
geziras, which, irom their uppea ranee, 
were thought to Xie of the latter. ( )n 
the 12th', a flag of truce went with a 
letter to the Duke. Whilst it was out 
the enemy’s gun-boats commenced a 
smart cannonade upon the St. Michael 
(which was now refitted), whilst their 
mortar -boats bombarded our camp. 
We returned their fire, and two of tlie 
niortar-lx)ats retired very early, the 
others following them in about an hour* 
Three or four shot were fired through 
the St. Michael, but no other damage 
was received. Our flag reUirned just 
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as the cannonade ceased. As it ap- 
peared probable that the enemy mif^ht 
renew their attacks upon the prize, Co- 
lonel Williams, who commanded the 
artillery, ordered more mortars to be 
distributed along the sea-line, from the 
King’s bastion to the New mole fort. 
The 15th, a regiment quitted their 
camp; and at night tlieir workmen 
raised about 20 traverses in the rear of 
their advanced Imyau, extending from 
the parallel about half the length of the 
work. Oir fire at this period was va- 
riable. The day following, between 
20 and ^0 transports, with troops on 
board, Kaile4 under Vpnvoy of two fri- 
gates for the wi^stwaM. Their artillery 
also about this time removed most of 
the ordnance frpm their park to the 
landing place, where* wc numbered 
30 cannon and 5 mortars, with a 
great quantity of shot and shells ready 
for embarkation. I’he 1 7th, a xebeque 
and several armed vessels and gun- 
boats anchored at Cabrita Point, as if 
they had determined to renew the block- 
ade. Three days after, all the Spanish 
prisoners taken in the St. Michael (ex- 
cepting a few who chose to remain l)e- 
hind) were sent to the camp. The 
S[)ani.‘'h officers, on this occasion, in- 
formed us that there had been an en- 
gagement between the Ilritish and 
combiiH'd fleets, whWi had ended to 
the advantage of the fonner. In the 
evening of the 20th, a party of about 
100 men were seen to go from the east- 
ern part of the enemy’s parallel to the 
back of file rock. We not at 

that time account for the inarching of 
these troops. The small craft conti- 
nued at Cabrita Point j the men-ot-war 
and larger vessels being at anchor off 
the Or age-grove. Four sail of the line 
and viiree frigates, beside xebeques,f&c., 
wcRj now in the bay. The enemy, on 
the 21st and 22nd, embarked a vast 
quantity of powder from their grand 
magazine on board the men-of-war. 
Most of the spare ordnance had already 
been shipped on board, and others were 
removing daily toward the beach. 

• Two boats arrived on the 23rd from 
Portugal ; they brought certain intelli- 
gence of the preceding action between 
the fleets.* The particulars of this in- 


telligence were, tha# ^ partial action 
had taken place between^ the British of 
34 ships, and the combined fleets of 46 
ships of tf#e line ; that, though the lat- 
ter had the weather-gage, they stu- 
diously avoided a clo^e engagement; 
and, aftey a cannonade of several hours, 
hauled their wiqd and directed their 
course to Cadiz. The same day Lieu- 
tenant John M‘Kenzie, of th(^3rd, was 
dangerously wounded at W'iJlis’s. The 
enemy’s fire now scarcely exceeded 1.50 
rounds. Two more boats got in from 
Faro the night of the 26th. Our suc- 
cess in obtaining these welcome sup-* 
plies rendered the enemy more vigilant 
and active to intercept them. Every 
boat, even friends, which approached 
the rock, raised their suspicion.^ 

Though every appearance in their 
camp indicated that they had given up 
all hopes of subduing the garrison by 
force, their parties on the isthmus con- 
tinued to be very busy, and some even- 
ings they made additions of traverses 
to their works. Heavy tim))er wa.s also 
brought forward to the parallel, but 
for what purpose we could not then 
imagine. Their advanced parties had 
likewise the audacity freiiuently to ap- 
proach half-way upon the causeway 
from Bay-side; but, the artillery hav- 
ing orders to scour the gardeyg, and 
the neighbourhood of Bay-side, with 
grape from the Old mole, their curi- 
osity in a short time was pretty well 
coojed. Tow'ard the close of this month, 
the enemy’s fire became more faint ** 1(1 
ill directed, whilst ours was ntore ani- 
mated and effectual. Our engineers 
continued to be constantly engaged. 
The rebuilding of the whole fiank of 
the Prince of Orange’s bastion, 120 
feet in length, with solid masonry 
(which was now nearly finished), in 
the face of such powerful artillery, can 
scarcely be paralleled in any siege. 

In the beginning of December, the 
Achilles ordnance ship, with two or 
three boats, arrived from England and 
Portugal, ^^he 6th, a Venetiau ship 
wiis driven by the current under the 
guns of Euroj^a. We fired to brin^j, 
her to, and the master instantly came 
ashore and infonned us she was bound 
to London; but, before he could re- 
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turn, his vcsse] was boarded by three 
gun-boats, \Tl\ich toweil her to Alge- 
ziras. The master then came into the 
gurrison, and at night was permitted to 
follow Ills vessel. The following even- 
ing a German deserted to us fiDUi the 
Walon guards. He informeti us that 
the enemy stationed^ every evening a 
guard of 300 men near the Devil’s 
lower, where they had miners at work 
in a cave, hoping to form a mine to 
blow up the north part of the rock. We 
paid no kind of attention at fii-st to this 
intelligence, so ridiculous and even 
chimerical the scheme appeared. Ite- 
coUecting, however, that a party had 
been observed to march that way some 
evenings before, and remarking, upon 
a closer inspection, that every evening 
a numerous body of men approached 
along the eastern shore toward that 
quarter, we ])egan to give some credit 
to this singular information.* The 
a!»ove deserter also informed us that 
the enemy had removed some ordnance 
from the parallel, hut that their guards 
and advanced parties were still very 
strong. 

lU- this period, our engineers had 
penetrated a considerable distance in I 
tile gallery above Farriugdon’s battery, j 
and liad opened 5 embrasures to the j 
froiit^f tile rook ; and, to iiave a more | 
secure coinmuiiieation to tliis singular i 
M'ork, a covered way was sunk, by 
blasting tin* rock from the alHjve-men- 
tioned battery to the entrance of the 
g:to'/erv. The success M ith M^hich \his 
Mork had l>een prosecuted, and liie 
considerable advantages wliich pro- 
mised to result from it when finished, ' 
induced the govemvr to order that a 
similar battery, hut only for 2 guns, 
should he made in the rock near 
Crouchett's battery, above the Prince 
of Hesse’s ha.stion ; and the workmen 
had now made some advances therein. 
On the I2tii, a guard-boat of the St. 
Michael, with 2 ollicers and 7 sailors, 
v^eut over to the enemy. We after- 

* In 1727, the forrn#*(l the desh'ti 

of Mowin'' up WilliTi h hat^jrios hy u mine; 

'' nut It is imagined tiiey found it impracticable, 
jis tlu.y nev. »• attf«nV‘*d to apring the mine, 
thonj'h the .loninal of that Siege* mentions it 
M BS loaded. 


wards learned from the officers, who 
returned in a flag of truce, that the 
sailors rose upon them, saying they 
w-ere resolved to go over to the enemy : 
I that Lieut. Small, who commanded the 
I boat, drew his hanger, and attempted a 
stroke at the man who was spokesman 
upon the occasion; but that he was 
knocked down by the coxswain with 
the tiller of the rudder : that, whilst 
he was thus senseless, they hail it in 
debate to throw him overboard; but, 
by the intercession of the young mid- 
shipman, he was preserved, and, when 
taken ashore, was some time bef re he 
recovered. . i 
The enemy’s plrf*ties under the rock, 
near the Devil’s tower, began now to 
engage our curiosity. lOvery part of 
the north front' was 'explored, to en- 
deavour, if possible, to discover what 
they were about». At length, on the 
15th, a place was found above Green’s 
lodge, whence we could distinguish a 
part of their work. Tlie communica- 
tion with this post, l)eiiig along a level 
beach, was greatly exjjoseil to our lire. 
When their parties were discovered 
advancing from the east Hank of the 
iH-gun battery, our artillery at Willis’s 
and on the lieights prepared to salute 
them. They were permitted to ap- 
proach unmolested within 2tm or 300 
yards, when a general volley was dis- 
charged of cohorii-shells, wi(t[*^grape, 
seconded by the mortars on the ].evant 
battery, loaded with hand-shells, or 
grenades, ([iiilted together. A chance^ 
or mine, vj^as sometimes sprung upon 
them from the top, wlieii they had 
nearly got under the rock ; the stones 
from which added not a little to their 
confusion and Ibss. Notwithstanding 
that they were in this manner obliged 
eveyy evebing to pa.ss the gantelope of 
our fire, they continued to bring ma- 
terials, and maintained their post with 
surprising obstinacy. Some of the 
guard were seen frequently, in tlie day, 
to advance from their cover: a party 
of Corsicans, who hitherto had done no 
other duty than guard the prisoners on 
Windmill-hill, were ordered therefore, 
to the post above Green’s lodge, to lire 
wall-pieces upon those that appeared 
from below. 
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A flag of truce went from tlie gar- 
rison on the 17th. The Spanish aide- 
de-camp informed us that preliminaries 
of a general peace were expected to l>e 
signed in the course of the month. The 
succeeding day another flag went from 
the governor with letters to the Duke : 
it had scarcely returned, when 29 gun 
and mortar boats commenced a spirited 
attack upon the St. Michael, and other 
ships, at anchor off- Buena Vista. 
Since these boats had made a custom 
of firing upon the garrison, we never 
remarked them to be arranged with 
more judgment, or to behave with 
greater gallantry, thlji they did on this 
occasion, he inorfir-boats composed 
the centre division, and a division of 
gun-boats was arranged on each flank ; 
their line of battle extending about 2 
miles, 'iliey got their distance the 
first round, and retained it with such 
precision, that almost every shell fell 
within 50 yards of the St. Michael, 
which was tlie chief object of their 
attack. The 74th shell fell on board, 
about mid-ship; pierced the first, and 
broke on the lower deck; killed 4, and 
wouiuUhI 1 1 sailors, 3 of them mor- 
tally. After this acchlent, Sir Charles 
Knowles, being apprehensive of the 
most fatal consequences if a shell 
should fall into the magazine, removed 
the pow der, through the opposite port- 
holes, inu» a launch, which was imme- 
diately towed under the rock : 80 bar- 
rels, whieh could not be removed, 
were thrown into the sea. The enemy 
still maintained a warm fir^ but, it is 
imagined, did not observe that any had 
fallen on board the ship. Several 
shells carried aw^ay ornaments and 
parts of her rigging : fortunately how- 
ever sb*- received no further injury. 
iN’ot Ciic shell came ashore from dhe 
boats, (^aptuin Gibson, at the com- 
mencement of the action, rowed out 
w'ith 8 gun-boats from, the New mole, 
and very warmly attacked their north- 
ern division. On his appearing in 
motion, 3 parapet boats advanced from 
the Orange-grove to take our boats in 
^anlv. One of this number was how- 
ever soon disabled by the garrison, and 
the other two joined tlie main Ixidy. 
When the* enemy had expended Bieir 


ammunition, the mort^r-lxiats retired, 
and the gun-boats cover|!d their retreat 
in a most beautiful manner. They 
stood towards the Orange-grove, anci 
embarked some of their crews on board 
4he rnen-of-war. Three of the line-of- 
battle ships, tw'o frigates, and a xebeque, 
with several bomb-ketches, and other 
vessels, which were all laden with mi- 
litary stores, sailed to the ^H’estw ard. 
The enemy's land batteries, as is men- 
tioned before, were gradually diminish- 
ing in their fire ; but, upon tliis occa- 
sion, they supported the boats fi’om 
the hay with a very animated addi-^ 
tional cannonade. 

The remainder of the enemy’s ships, 
laden with military stores, sailed on the 
night of the 19th from the Orange- 
grove to the westward. The wind 
continued easterly; and, on the suc- 
ceeding night, or rather the morning 
of the 21st, blew so strong a gale, that 
the St. Michael was driven from her 
anchors more than half-hay over: 
every exertion was made to recover 
her station, but all proved ineflectiial ; 
when fortunately an eddy- wind brought 
her about, and Sir Charles Knowles 
w’as happy to run her aground within 
the New nfole on a sand-bank souih of 
the tank. 'I'he gale was so powerful 
on Windmill-hill, that the tents^f the 
.59th regiment were tom from the 
pickets, and carried a considerable dis- 
tance from the canip-groniid. 'Fo ob- 
viat^ the like disagreeable circum- 
stances in future, that regiment Wis 
removed to encamp in Southport ditch, 
oppo.site Sydow’s (formerly Ilardcn- 
berg’s) regiment. This arrangement 
obliged the tow n-p'irade to be changed ; 
and the guards afterwards assembled 
on the Bed sands, which continues at 
this time to be the general parade. In 
the course of the day, the St. Michael 
was warped into deep water, and 
moored in the New' mole. At night a 
deserter came in : be informed us that 
the enemy had 20 miners at work near 
the Devil’s^ tow er, protected by a 
strong guard; that w'e annoyed their 
eommunication'^with tliat post verjt^ 
nnich, and every evening killed and 
wounded many men. In consequence 
of this iutelligeuce, cur tire toward 
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th%t quarter increased. A flag of 
fruce, on the^20tli, had informed us 
that tlie women belonging to the 25th 
and 59th regiments were at tke enemy’s 
camp, waiting more moderate weather, 
to be sent by water into the garrisont 
The 22nd, they were received ; but, 
upon their landing, they were con- 
ducted to the Naval hospital, where 
some te^ of them were detained by 
the faculty as exceptionable. Lieut, 
Small, of the navy, came over on the 
23rd, in a flag of truce. He told us 
tlie eueinv’s small craft had materially 
siifl’ered from the storm which had so 
greatly endangered the St. Michael. 
The Due de Crillon, the day follow- 
ing, visited the parallel, and was pre- 
sent in the western boyau, whilst an 
engineer picketed out a work at the 
extremity of it, near the beach. At 
intervals, we could now distinctly hear 
the explosion of the mines in the 
enemy's cave or gallery at the Devil’s 
tower. Few men were however to be 
seen in that neighbourhood ; though at 
night they continued the reliefs, and 
brought materials as usual. 

In the afternoon of the 25th, being 
Christmas-day, we observed the gnu 
and mortar boats in motion,* and, about 
four o'clock, IH of the former and 11 of 
the l^Jer advanced from Algcziras, ap- 
parently with an intention of renewing 
their attack upon the unfortunate St. 
Michael ; but, 11 of our gun -boats, un- 
der the pt.*rsoiu\l onlers of Sir Charles 
I«kiV)wles, opposing them, the centre di- 
vision of moi*tar-lx)ats, and the south- 
ward division, stood toward Europa,*and 
began a warm bombardment upon our 
camp ; throw ing tlu^r shells indiscrimi- 
nately from Windmill-hill to South 
shed. Our gun-boats in this action be- 
ha’^d with great gallantry, directing 
their opposition entirely against the 
mortar-boats ; the fire of which they in 
a great measure diverted from the ship- 
ping. A blind shell nevertheless fell 
into the ward-room of the St. Michael ; 
and another shell carripl away the 
xhizen-mast of the Porcupine frigate, 
, v^'.ud burst in the state €abin. Seven or 
eight shells fell within thehospital-wall: 
one exploded in a ward, and killed and 
wounded several of the sick. Several 


houses and sheds were also destroyed, 
and others considerably injured. In 
short, it was thought to be the warmest 
attack we had. ever experienced from 
the gun-boats; and our men, being 
mostly in spirits after their Christmas 
dinner, were consequently less uf,)on 
their guard. One was killed, and seven 
were wounded, in the camp. As our 
artillery had time to prepare, tlie ene- 
my’s cannonade was returned with 
great vivacity#; but the mortar-boats 
and southward division had .taken so 
judicious a station, that few ordnance 
could be brought to bear upon rhenu 
We had nevertheless some reason to 
conclude their losi was superior to our 
own. Their land batteries (with the 
addition of Fort St. Philip and the 
Black battery, '^hich* had been silent 
some time) upon this occasion, as u})on 
the last, increased their tire upon tlie 
town. We therefore had the enemy 
upon our whole front, from Buropa 
Point to Liandport. At a quarter past 
six o’clock the mortqr-boats retired, 
and were covered in their retreat by 
the gun-boats, as liefore.* This dis- 
honourable and cruel mcxle of prose- 
cuting the war, we had rea.son to think, 
would be continued till a peace should 
put an end to all hostilities. The ene- 
my had been very industrious in im- 
pressing this pleasing information on 
the memories of the women had 
been lately detained by the weather in 
their camp. They were told, for their 
comfort, that, as the besieging army 
had lieen reluctantly com [Killed to re 
linquish the idea of recovering Cihral- 
tar, they were determined to harass 
and alarm the garrison by successive 
attacks from thd gun and .mortar boats, 


•i It wan'd n ring this attack that tiie mate- 
rials from which this w'ork. i.s compiled were 
in the most imminent danger of heinu entirely 
destroyed. — A IS-inch shell from the em^my's 
mortar hoaU, faWln); above the camp nuard, 
rolled along th^ road leading from Unena 
Vista and entered •the autlior’s marquee, 
brushing the pillow of his hed, and lodging 
closely under the corner of the l)e«lstead ; 
though lighted when it entered, and though 
its force must have been greatly spent in th«i 
ricochets before it entered, the fuse luckily 
broke as it lodged within, and the marquee, 
with its contents, by that fortunate circum- 
stance was preserved. 
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>vhicli, for the purpose of having regu- 
lar reliefs, were to be increased in num- 
ber : thus, by being exposed to a re- 
vengeful enemy, i\e prospect before 
us promised to be more irksome and 
vexatious than the more interesting 
period which had passed. 

Although the enemy’s fire from the 
isthmus was almost discontinued, the 
governor, towards the conclusion of 
December, made up for their deficiency 
by a more animated discharge than 
usual: every night the whole north 
front appeared a continued line of fire. 
The Devij’s tower chiefly engaged his 
attention : their giia^ at this post was 
generally refieved alfeut seven or eight 
o’clock ill the evening, if not prevented 
by our fire, ’fhe work of sand-bags, 
which we could s*ee frdm one spot, was 
totally destroyed ; and the sloping tim- 
bers which they had jilaced against the 
rock to pi’otect them from the over- 
head fire, were much shattered by the 
weighty fragments of rock which were 
hurled ufon them from above. The 
night of the 27th, the enemy opened 
three embrasures in the epaulment at 
tlie east <*nd of the 64-gun battery. The 
embrasures were then masked, and, the 
succeeding evening, were faced with 
fascines. The night of the 29th, they 
raisi'd a work of sand-bags, of about 
loo feet in extent, at the western ex- 
tremiTy bf the new Imyau. It was 
picketed out when the Duke was pre- 
sent, and extended to the rear at right 
angles with the epaulment. The 30th, 
19 gun and mortar boats came out of 
the river Palmones, where they gene- 
rally retired to repair, after firing upon 
the garrison. The evening of the suc- 
ceeding day being vei^’ calm, and some 
moveiye»^.s being observed amongst 
them, we expected tliey wduld <j^m- 
mence the new year with another visit : 
but we were happily disappointed. 
Since we were sufiicieptly persuaded of 
the conduct which the enemy had de- 
termined to pursue for the remainder 
of the war, the governor again adopted 
the idea of retaliation : the gun mounted 
' on Colonel Williamson’s elevated car- 
riage was removed to the Old mole 
head, and other preparations were made 
to annoy their camp, when the boats 


should renew their attack. In the 
course of December several vessels and 
l)oats arrived with stores and supplies. 
Others liktwise left the bay, and flags 
of truce frequently passed between the 
governor and the Duke. Their purport 
was not, however publicly known. 

The last day of December, a party 
of the navy fishetf up one of the guns 
from the wreck of the batterkig-ships ; 
and the following day, the 1st of Ja- 
nuary, 1783, the gui?, which was of iron 
and a 26-pounder, was drawn in pro- 
cession by the British tars, with a Spa- 
nish ensign, which had been takeiw 
from on board one of the ships, dis- 
played over it and attended by a band 
of music, playing ** God save the 
King.” * 

Our observ'ations made updh the 
enemy’s proceedings at the Devil’s 
tower were as yet very unsatisfactory, 
though, by the enterprising activity of 
a Serjeant in the artificers, we knew 
that they were in reality at work in a 
cave ; for he had descended, by means 
of ropes and ladders, so low down the 
face of the rock as to see the mouth of 
the cave, and hear the people converse. 
Early, therefore, on the morning of 
the 4th, three of the governor’s staff 
went in a barge, protected by two gun- 
boats, to reconnoitre this post. Their 
curiosity prompted them to ajjiroach 
nearer than was perhaps prudent, as 
the guard fired musketry upon them, 
and a gun or two were discharged from 
FoA Barbara. Soon after they retiir^d, 
the new 3-gun battery, at the east end 
of \he 64-gun battery, was unmasked, ^ 
though the guns were under metal. In 
the afternoon of X\e same day, the ^n 
and mortar boats advanced in two divi- 
sions from Algeziras, and, when half- 
hay over, were joined by a third divi- 
sion of five from Cabrita Point, consist- 
ing in all of thirty-three. The centre 
division of sixteen, principally mortar- 

• Many more of these puns were afterward* 
recoyered fro^ the wrecks ; and most of them, 
being of brass, were sold ; the pro<luce of the 
sales, and other t^oneys arising from the head- 
money granted by Parliament for the bntf^ 
ing-ships, and the sak* of the St, M ichael prize, 
were proportioned in shares to the gariisoti 
and marine brigade.— tiee Appendix. 
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boats, was warmly attacked by Sir 
Cliarles ivno>^^les, with eleven of ours, 
whilst the northern division was as 
briskly annoyed from the King’s bas- 
tion. This division of twelve gun-boats 
had the boldness to approach withii 
the range of grape, and sufteyed very 
considerably. One ^was undoubtedly 
sunk by a howitzer shell, and othere 
were gre-tly damaged. Two of the 
mortar-boats were also driven from 
die line, and seve&l others W'ere ob- 
served to be in confusion. The land- 
batteries, which had been silent since 
the Duke had visited the lines on the 
2iMi of January, seconded the attack by 
sea with a very animated fire. The bay 
being calm, and little wind blowing to 
carry ptf the smoke, the appearance of 
this attack altogether, from the extent 
of the front engaged, was tremendous. 
Lieutenant Holloway, of the engineers, 
aide-de-camp to General Green, was 
wounded by a splinter of a shell, wliich 
fell oi)posite to General de la Motte’s 
quarters at the southward, where tlie 
staff at the southward usually assem- 
bled upon these occasions. Two men 
were killed, and one wounded, in the 
garrison; but the seamen had no ca- 
sualties. The St. Michael also on this 
occasion escaped ; and it was remarked 
not o^i<? shell fell near the hospital. 
When the boats had expended 83 shot 
a?id 206 shells, they retired: from the 
isthmus 578 shot and 102 shells were 
discharged in this short period. 

When our artillery had put the bat- 
teries in order, a party was detached, 
’K>ut eight in the H'liing, to the Old 
m(Ke ; and upward of loo rounds of 
red-hot shot, with,, large and small 
shells, were thrown into the enemy’s 
camp : all appeared to answer, except 
the' heavy shells, the fuses of which 
were in general too short for the range. 
The following morning, several pieces 
of a gun-boat, an oar, with some bnjad, 
garlic, &c., were seen floating in the hay, 
and gathered by our boats. This served 
to strengthen our conjectivw of the pre- 
ci-ding <?vening, that one of their guii- 
],V>ats had been sunk irnthe action. In 
the evening, abou^ nine o’clock, our 
nortbern guards were surprised with a 
sudden discharge of musketry on the 
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I causeway, and in the neigiibourhood of 
Ray-side : it was immediately retunied 
from Landport and the lines, with a 
few rounds of. gia^>c from Covert-port 
battery ; after which there was a dead 
silence. The next morning a bloody 
hat, with several shot-holes tlirough it, 
was taken up near Bay-side. We could 
not otherwise account for this firing 
than by supposing that some of the 
enemy, atti^mpting to desert, had been 
observed and pursued. One or two of 
our own men in the Fluche Avere 
wounded by the scattered grape-shot 
ft’om the Covert-port battery. 

The evening o/V* the 9th, the enemy 
paraded with onVy 23 boats, seemingly 
with an intention of renewing their at- 
tack upon the shipping and gai*rison ; 
but Sir Cbarltli appearing with his 
small force, his opponents thought 
proper to retire.. We vere however 
alarmed, early the next morning, ])y 
their firing upon the garrison: they 
approached very cautiously, and di- 
rected their fire towards the New mole. 
Sir Charles Knowles had his boats soon 
manned ; but had not been long out 
before one of them was unf\)rtuiiately 
sunk by a splinter from one of our own 
shells which burst in the air. The 
crew were instantly taken up by their 
friends, and the boat towed in. i’he 
land batteries opened as beforce and 
continued firing until the re- 

treated. Our shipping received no 
damage, nor were Uiy seamen hurt; 
but in the garrison we had I killed 
and 15 ()rj.l() wounded, beside a Jev, 
an inhabitant. One of their shells foil 
into the north pavilion of the South 
barracks, and burst upon the second 
floor: the officers were -luckily out; 
for the rooms, above and below, were 
totally destroyed. When the smoke 
had sufficiently dispersed, we numbered 
38 boats, but (as their sterns were to- 
wards us) could not distinguish how 
many carried mortars. The governor 
saluted their campin the evening from 
the Old mole. A boat arrived on the 
11th from Faro, wdth dispatches to the 
governor. The Brilliant frigate was. 
ordered soon afterwards to he pre- 
pared for sea. 

The enemy’s cannonade • from llie 
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land, except when the gun-boats fired, 
was at this time so trifling that it 
scarcely deserved ihe name of a con- 
tinuation. Our engineers were there- 
fore employed in repairing the curtain 
of the Grand battery, the north fiice 
and flank of Montague’s bastion, with 
the adjoining curtain ; and, though the 
men were much exposed in this duty, 
the enemy seldom if ever molest^ 
them. Their parties continued bring- 
ing various materials from the parallel 
to the post at the Devil’s tower. We 
never allowed them to pass, or even 
appear, without a tremendous volley 
of shells and grape \ and fragments of 
stones discharged tmn tljp summit of 
the rock. But our artillery were not 
solely engaged with the enemy in this 
quarter; every dnnoyance that could 
he devised was directed against them 
in all quarters. The- ordnance, since 
the arrival of the last dispatches from 
Faro, were kept in as quick action as 
the metal would permit. A party of 
C’oi’sicaiis were also stationed in the 
lines to punish their patroles, who fre- 
ipiently had the audacity to approach 
Nvithin a few yards of the extremity. 
The evenings of the 18th and 19th, the 
enemy played off a number of rockets 
and other fireworks at Algeziras, ac- 
companied with several discharges of 
cannon. They likewise saluted us 
from ^nes Vrith a volley of shells, 
and 21 rounds of shot. We could not 
divine the cause of these rejoicings. 
On the 25111 some sparks of fire com- 
iminicaling to an ammunition box at 
Middle-hill guard, the contents blew 
lip, and carried away great part of the 
wall and guard-house, bruising and 
burning several of the guard. The 
engineers ere immediately ordered to 
repair the Iweach, and not quifthe ppst 
till the works were in their original 
state. A reinforcement of a subal- 
tern from the line, with a drum and 
21 rank affile, was ordered likewise 
to join that guard everj^ evening ; and 
other regulations relative to it vrere 
established. 

. On the 29th Lieut. Angelo Raffaeli, 
of the Oorsican company, was slightly 
wounded in the lines. In the evening, 
the gun and mortar boats, in- number 


28, fired upon our slipping and the 
camp. They took their jtations off Eu- 
ropa and liosia, apparently determined 
to avoid the fire from the King’s bas- 
tion (which they had found so fatal to 
ffiese enterprises), find directed their 
fire principally against the Brilliant 
frigate, which wa^ then at anchor off ; 
Buena Vista, and the St. Michael in the , 
New mole. Their land battei^s opened 
at the same time, directing a furious 
cannonade into the* town, and along 
our northern front The garrison re- 
turned their fire with great vivacity, 
though not with their usual success?^ 
Our gun-boats were also unfortunate, 
one of them being damaged very early 
in the action, and obliged to be towed in. 
We had 3 men killed, and 1 1 wojjuded ; 

6 of whom were of the 59th regiment 
The enemy discharged from their boats 
236 shot and 225 shells ; and from the 
isthmus, 555 shot and 245 shells ; after 
which, the former retired, and the lat- 
ter were silent. The next day 4 gun- 
boats fired upon the Brilliant, e/i pas- 
sant^ but soon retired. At night, a 
soldier of the artillery, who had been 
punished some time before, threw him- 
self down the precipice from the 
Queen’s battery at Willis’s ; lie passed 
so quickly by the men on duty, that he 
was scarcely seen ; and was not Jjpown 
till he was missing the next morning. 

In tlie course of the month, one of the 
25th regimeiildeserted, and another of 
the 58th (who had been entertained 
from* the number that remained behlftd 
of the prisoners who were taken in the 
battering-ships) was retaken in attempt- 
ing to get away. Two boats came in 
also from Faro, and a Uiird was inter- 
cepted in her passage, 

February was introduced by an ani- 
mated fire from the garrison. Every 
part of the enemy’s works felt the 
effects of our artillery. Thus affairs 
W’ere proceeding, when, on the 2nd, 
letters from the Due de Crillon in- 
formed the governor that the preli- 
minaries of % general peace had been 
signed between Great Britain, France*, 
and Spain. Wlien the boats met, the^ 
Spaniards rose up with transports of 
joy, and cried out, “We are all friends f 
delivering the letters with the greatest 
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apparent satisfaction. They could not 
intbrm us wh^t were the terms of the 
peace ; which occasioned some anxiety 
in the garrison relative U the fate 
of Gibraltar. Previously to the boats 
meeting, the enenfy discharged about 

rounds, but never, after Qie letters 
were delivered, fired upon the garrison. 
Our artillery also ceased in flie even- 
ing. The Spaniards, the succeeding 
day, advanced from their works, and 
conversed with our sentries in the lines, 
expressing their satisfaction that we 
were no longer enemies. This inter- 
^ 'course was, however, forbidden by tlie 
governor, who ordered the guards to 
inform those who approached our works 
that all correspondence of this nature 
was to be suspended, till official ac- 
c<)uuts were received from England of 
tlie peace. General Eliott answered 
the Duke’s letter on the 3rd, and or- 
dered the captain of artillery to fire an 
elevated shot, from Willis’s, over any 
parties which might pass bi‘tweeu their 
parallel and the Devil’s tower. The 
Duke, on the 5th, informed the governor 
that tlie blockade by sea was discon- 
tinued; in consequence of which, a 
placard was published in the garrison, 
signifying that the port of Gibraltar 
was again open. About noon, an ele- 
vated, ^un was wantonly fired over 
their w'orks, which was the last shot 
fired in this siege. 

This return of tranquttitv, this pro- 
spect of plenty, and relief from the 
di-dy vexations of so tedious a siege, 
could not fail to dift’use a general joy 
throughout the garrison. Indeed such 
feelings are seldom experienced ; they 
baffle all attempts'* to describe them: 
far beyond the pleasure resulting from 
private instances of success or good for- 
tune, ours was a social happiness ; and 
the benevolent sentiments acted upon 
the heart with additional energy, on 
the prospect of meeting those as friends 
with whom we had fcen so long en- 
gaged in a succession of hostilities. 

The. Duke, on the 6tlv -informed the 
governor that the preliminaries had 
been signed the 20t3l of January at 
Paris, and that Gibraltar was to remain 
in the possession of Great Hritain. 
From this period, operations on both 


sides were suspended ; each party anx- 
iously waiting official accounts from 
England of the peace. Toward the 
close of the month, the Duke began 
to withdraw some of the ordnance from 
the advanced batteries, and to remove 
materials from the parallel to the 
camp. The garrison, on the other 
hana, were employed in making re- 
pairs, and in arranging various matters, 
which could not before be attended to. 
Several ships^ and a number of boats, 
arrived from England and , Portugal ; 
so that provisions became every day 
more abundant, and consequently the 
prices of articles riore moderate. 

In the beginning of March, a schooner 
arrived from Barbary, with a letter ac- 
companying a present of bullocks for 
the governor. We were ignorant of 
the contents of the letter : but, it was 
imagined, the subject was to re^piest a 
renewal of our friendship. Two officers 
and 24 Corsicans, who in their passage 
to Gibraltar had been chased ashore on 
the coast of Barbary by tlie Spaniards, 
arrived also in this Imt. The fonner 
informed us, that, upon the coimneiice- 
raent of the attack of the battering- 
ships on the preceding 13th of Septem- 
ber, the Moors at Tangier repaired to 
their mosques, imploring Heaven in 
behalf of their old allies; and that, on 
receiving accounts of the defeat of tlie 
enemy, they made public reje..oaig, and 
gave every demonstration of their af- 
fection for the English nation. 

When the cessation of hostilities took 
place, parleys were almost daily passing 
between ilie governor and the Duke; 
and the Spanish aides-de-camp never 
omitted expressing their surprise that 
the governor bad not yet heard from 
England. Their patience as well as 
ours wss nearly exhausted, when the 
long-expected frigate arrived on the 
10th of March: but, for some time, 
even when she had got into the bay, 
she kept us in suspense, by steering 
close along tbe^ Spanish shore, and 
showing no colours. At length, how- 
ever, the British ensign was displayed, 
and the anxious garrison saluted her 
with a ^neral huzza. She was the 
Thetis frigate, Capt. Blankett; and, 
sotjn after she auchored,f Sir Roger 

I 
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Curtis (who had been knighted for his 
conduct on the 14th of September) 
landed with di^atches for the governor. 
The Due de UrillAi sent a parley to 
the garrison in the evening, which was 
answered the succeeding day. The 
subject of this correspondence probably 
was to appoint an interview between 
the generals, as, on the 12th, his Grace, 
attended by his suite, came down to the 
extremity of the western boyau, and 
sent an aide-de-camp to inform the go- 
vernor he was arrived. General Eliott, 
attended by Lieut, Koehler, his aide- 
de-camp, soon afterwards rode out by 
Lower Forbes’s, anc^.was met by the 
Duke on the beach, nhlf-way between 
tlie works and Bay-side barrier. Both 
generals instantly, dismounted and em- 
braced. When the common salutations 
were over, they conversed about half an 
hour, and then returtied to their re- 
spective commands. The cannon in 
the Spanish batteries were now all dis- 
mounted ; and large parties were daily 
remodng them, with ammunition, also 
various materials, from their post at 
the Devil’s tower to the lines and 
camp. As their guards were now con- 
siderably diminished, numbers of de- 
serters were daily coming over to the 
garrison. They were principally fo- 
reigners ; and the reason they gave was 
a dislike to the .Spanish service. 

ThiMJiJke, on the 18th, sent the go- 
veruor a present of a grey Andalusian 
horse. The 22nd, the St. Michael 
man-of-war sailed for England, where 
she happily arrived safe, %The day 
following, the governor, accompanied 
by General Green, the chief engineer, 
with their aides-de-camp, met the 
Duke in the Spanish works : they were 
conducted by his Grace through the 
whole, and afterwards to the cave* at 
the Devil’s tower. The governor 
dined with the Duke at San Roque, 
and returned in the evening. The 31st, 
the Duc de Crillon^ accompanied by 
the Marquis de Saya, Prince de Maza- 
rano. Counts de Jamai'qiie and de Se- 

rano, Don , the intendant, and 

Capt. Tendon, returned the visit. The 
governor received his Grace near 
Forbes’s ; and on entering the garrison, 
a salute waCis fired of 1 7 pieces of cai^iou 


from the Grand battery. When the 
Duke appeared within #the walls, the 
soldiers saluted him with a general 
huzza ; which b^ing unexpected by his ^ 
Grace, it was said greatly confused * 
him. The reason mowever being ex- 
plained, he seemed highly pleased with 
the old fenglish tcustom ; and, as he 
passed up the main street, where the 
ruinous and desolate appeariiTice of the 
town attracted a gof^ deal of his obser- 
vation, his Grace behaved with great 
affability. 

The officers of the garrison were in- 
troduced by corps to the Duke, at the 
convent. When the artillery were 
mentioned, he received them in the 
most flattering manner : “ Gentlemen,” 
said his Grace, addressing hiniself to 
them, “ I would rather see you here as 
friends, than on your batteries as ene- 
mies, where,” added he, “yon never 
spared me.” The Duke afterwards 
visited the batteries on the heights. At 
Willis’s he made some remarks on the 
formidable appearance of the lower de- 
fences ; observing, whilst he pointed to- 
w'ards the Old mole battery, that, “ had 
not his opinion been overruled, he 
should have directed all his efforts 
against that part of the garrison.” The 
good state of our batteries in so short a 
period produced some compliii»nts to 
the chief engineer; and, when con- 
ducted into the gallery above Farring- 
don’s battery,* his Grace was particu- 
larly astonished, especially when he 
was* informed of its extent, whicl^ at 
thaVtime was between .5U0 and (lUO feet. 
Turning to his suite, after exploring 
the extremity, “ These works,” he ex- 
claimed, “ are worthy of the Konians.” 
After dinner (at which were present 
the generals and brigadiers in the gar- 
rison, with their suites), he passed 
through the camp to Europa, each re- 
giment turning out without arms, and 
giving three cheers. The youth and 
good appearance of the troops much en- 
gaged his attention. When his cu- 
riosity was ^•atified in that quarter, Ipi 
returned, and was conducted about 8 
o’clock without^ Landpoi% being 
luted with 17 cannon on his departure. 


* Now called Windsor. 
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His horse startled at the flash of the 
guns, and almost, if not eiitirelj% un- 
horsed him; but he escapeil without 
bein^ hurt. The Duke, in nhe course 
of the conversation at dinner, paid 
many handsome i'mpliments to thfe 
overnor and garrison for their noble 
efence. “ He had eijfertcd himself (he 
said) to the utmost of his abilities ; and, 
though lifi- had not lieen successful, yet 
he was happy in hij.ving his sovereign’s 
approbation of his conduct.” 

Before the Due dc Crillon entered 
tlie garrison, the Comte de Kuffigniac, 
"*(:\>lonel in the French service (who, the 
reader may remember, was very press- 
ing for admittance into the garrison 
some few days after the defeat of the 
batteripg-ships, and who, for the sole 
purpose of seeing the place, had re- 
mained Ixdiind his brigade), was ad- 
mitted into the garrison without the 
Duke’s knoi^ ledge ; and, being in the 
fleche at Landport when the Duke was 
approaching from Forbes’s, his Grace 
could not avoid seeing him. As he 
had entered without the Duke’s per- 
mission, his Grace requested he might 
not see him at the convent; and the 
Count, being informed of this, with- 
drew into the garrison, apparently much 
chagrined at the Duke’s particularity. 
Whem*ns Grace returned, it was said, 
orders were given not to permit the 
Count to go hack by way of the lines. 
The following evening, however, after 
satisfying his curiosity in the garrison, 
he^returned. 

The 2nd of April the Due de Crillon 
quitted tlie camp to repair to Madrid. 
He was succeeded in command by 
Lieut-General the Marquis de Saya, or 
Zaya, who had accompanied his Grace 
into the garrison, and (what was very 
singular) had served as an officer at the 
preceding siege of Gibraltar in 1727. 
Deserters still continued coming over 
to us, and the Spaniards were employed 
in removing materials from the neutral 
ground to the lines. Letters often 
passed hot ween the Marq(Tiis and Ge- 
neral Eliott; but, though the latter 
requested to pay his ‘compliments at 
Fan Itoqne, the etiquette observed by 
tlie former (orders having been re- 
IDeiycd from Madrid to prevent all in- 


tercourse) would not for some time 
permit him to receive the governor. 
The 15th of AprF Sir Koger Curtis 
sailed in the Brirliant frigate on an 
embassy to the Emperor of Morocco : 
he took with him, as a present, four 
brass 26-pounders (which had been 
weighed from the wreck of the batter- 
ing-ships), with proportionable ammu- 
nition. 

His Majesty* having been pleased to 
confer upon ‘the governor the Most 
Honourable Order of the Bath,* as a 
mark of his royal approbation for the 
defence of Gibraltar; and havii.r sig- 
nified his pleasu¥<{ by Sir .Roger Curtis, 
that Lieut.-Gencral Boyd should act as 
his Majesty’s representative in invest- 
ing General Eljott with the insignia of 
the order, wliich ceremony was to be 
piTformed in as splendid and mag- 
nificent a mannbr as the state of the 
garrison would permit ; the engineers, 
soon after the arrival of the Thetis, 
began to erect a colonnade upon the 
rampart of the King’s bastion, that the 
honours might be conferred where the 
victory was gained. By tlie 23rd of 
April (St. George’s day) the colonnade 
was finished; and, every preparation 
for the ceremony being completed, the 
governor commenced by* communicat- 
ing to die troops the thanks of their 
king and country for their jjpj^'^nce of 
Gibraltar. Detachments from all the 
regiments and corps, with all the officers 
not on duty, were assembled in three 
lines on the Red sands at eight o’clock 
in the i,’:.oriiing; and the governor 
taking post in the centre of the second 
line, and the usual compliments being 

♦ 'Phis was not the only honour conferrt'd 
on the General for his services in defending 
Gibraltar. ^ Parliament voted him a handsome 
peiAion for life ; and his sovereign, on his 
return to Hritain in 1787, gave him an ad- 
ditional mark of his approbation by raising 
him to the Jlritish peerage, by the style ana 
title of Lord HeaCniield, Baron Heathtield of 
Gibraltar, with the honourable diifUnction of 
liesring, in chief, with his own arms, tlie arms 
of the garrison* General Boyd >\as also 
honoured with the Order of the Bath, and 
General Green distinguished by a baronetcy. 
After General Eliott’s elevation to the peepigd 
he was never employed on active service j 
and a short time afterwards he was attacked 
with paralysis, of which he die^, at his re* 
8ideil:e near Aix-la-Chapelle, age«l 72. 
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paid, bis Excellency addressed himself 
to the garrison as follows : — 

** Gentlemen — I l^ve assembled you 
this day, in order th\t the officers and 
soldiers may receive, in the most public 
manner, an authentic declaration trans- 
mitted to me by the secretary of state, 
expressing the high sense his Majesty 
entertains of your meritorious conduct 
in defence of this garrison. The King’s 
satisfaction upon this event was soon 
divulged to all the world, by his most 
gracious speech to both houses of Par- 
liament. The House of Lords and the 
House of not only made the 

suitable professions iV\ their addresses 
to the throne, but haVe severally en- 
joined me to communicate their una- 
nimous thanks by, the following resolu- 
tions : — 

* Die Veneris, 13 Deccmhris, 17S2. 

* Resolved, neniine dissentiente, 

by the Lords spiritual and 
temporal, in Parliament as- 
sembled, that this House doth 
highly approve and acknow- j 
ledge the services of the offi- 
cers, soldiers, and sailors, 
lately employed in the de- 
fence of Gibraltar; and that 
General Eliott do signify the 
same to them.' 

* Die Jovis, 12 Dccembris,.1788. 

* 1Rci,%lved,' nemine contradicentC, 

that the thanks of this House 
[Commons] be given to Lieut- 
General Boyd, Major-General 
de la Motte, Maj(jr-General 
Green, chief engineer ; to Sir 
Roger Curtis, Knt., and to the 
officers, soldiers, and sailors, 
lately employed in the de- 
fer' c of Gibraltar.' ” 

The governor then proceeded^ — 

“ No army has ever been rewarded by 
higher national honours : and it is well 
known how great, universal, and spon- 
taneous were' the rejoicings throughout 
the kingdom upon (ke news of your 
success. These must not only mve you 
inexpressible pleasure, but afford matter 
of triumph to your dearest friends and 
latest posterity. As a farther proof 
how just your title is to such flattering 
distinctions at home, rest assured, ^rom 


undoubted authority, t^at the nations 
in Europe and other payts are struck 
with admiration of your gallant beha- 
viour : even our late resolute and de- 
termined antagonists do not scruple to 
bestow the comme^/ations due to such 
valour and per6eve**ance. 

“ I nowhaost warmly congratulate you 
on tliese uhited ana brilliant testimonies 
of approbation, amidst such ffumerous, 
such exalted tokens of applause: and 
forgive me, faithful companions, if 1 
humbly crave your acceptance of my 
grateful acknowledgments. I only 
presume to ask this favour, as having 
been a constant witness of your cheer- 
ful submission to the greatest hardships, 
your matchless spirit and exertions, and 
on all occasions your heroic coptempt 
of every danger.” 

A grand feu-de-joie w as then fired 
by the line, each discharge commenc- 
ing with a royal salute of 21 guns. 
Three cheers closed the ceremony. 
The commander-in-chief, general and 
field officers, afterwards withdrew ; and 
the detachments (formed two deep) 
marched into town, and lined the 
streets leading from the convent, by 
the Spanish church and Grand parade, 
to die King’s bastion. About half- 
past eleven o’clock, the procession be- 
gan to move in the followingy)rder : 
all uncovered, and two deep, except 
the troops under arms. 

^ Marshal. 

lifusic, 12th Regiment, • 

. Playing 

“ See the conquering Hero comes.” 

Artillery. 

Quarter-Masthr-Gkneral, and 
Adjutant-Generai,, Town-Major, 
and Deputy ; 

With other Staff of the Garrison. 

First Division of Field Officei*s, 
Youngest first. 

Music 58th Regiment. 

The Commissioner’s Secretary, 
Bearing on a crimson velvet cushion 
The Commission. 

The Commissioner’s Aides-de-Camp. 

Liedt. General Boyd, the ^ 
King’s Commissioner, 

The Governor’s Secretary, 
Bearing, on a crimson velvet cushion, 
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Tip? Insignia 
Of the girder of the Bath. 

The Governor’s Aides-de Camp, 
as Esquires. * 
GENERAL ELIOTT, 

The KniA^t Elect; ‘ 
Supported by Generals De Motte 
and Green. J 

Aides-de-camp to the Major-Generals, 
Ma^OR-GeNERAL PlCTON. 

His Aid%-de-camp. 

The Brigadier-Generals, eldest first. 
Their Brigade Majors. 

Music, De la Motte’s. 

Second Division of Field Officers, 
Eldest first. 

Music, 56th Regiment. 

The Grenadiers of the Garrison. 

No compliment was paid to the 
knight elect ; but, as the commissioner 
passeti, each regiment, with the officers, 
saluted. When the procession arrived 
at the colonnade, the general and 
field officers placed themselves on each 
side of the throne ; the artillery 
formed under the colonnade, and the 
grenadiers fronting the bastion, along 
the line-wall. The proper reverences 
being made to the vacant throne, the 
commissioner desired his secretary to 
read the commission: which being 
done, k '= addressed the knight elect in 
a short complimentary speech, taking 
the riband at the conclusion, and plac- 
ing it over the governor’s shoulder, , 
wh^ inclined a little for that purp«jse : 
three reverences were then a second | 
«- *ime made, and each took his seat on a ' 
crimson velvet chair on each side of 
the throne, the commissioner sitting on 
the right hand. TKe governor was no 
sooner invested than the music struck 
Up God save the King.” The grena- 
^^lers fired a volley, and a grand dis- 
>:harge of 160 pieces of cannon was 
fired from the sea-line. The proces- 
sion then passed forward through the 
colonnade, and returned in the same 
order. The detachments^were after- 
wards dismissed, and each non-com- 
missioned officer and private received 
^**pound of fresh beer and a quart of 
wine. The generals, with their suites, 
and the field-officers, dined at the con- 
vent. In the evening the colonnade 


was illuminated with different-coloured 
lamps, and transparent paintings in the 
back scene : and S/r George Augustus 
Eliott, with the /lieutenant-governor 
and principal officers of the garrison, 
assembling at the King’s bastion about 
nine o’clock, there was a display of 
fi re-works from the North and South 
bastions, and the Spanish church ; the 
principal of which were fired from the 
latter, being opposite to the company. 

Thus, in festivity and with honour, 
ended the labours of, the garrison of 
Gibraltar. During a period of three 
years, seven months, and twelve* days 
(that is from the^-commen cement of the 
blockade to the cessation of arms), we 
had experienced a continue^ series of 
watchfulness apd fatigue, the horrors 
of famine, and every harassing and 
vexatious mode of attack which a 
liowerful, obstinate, and revengeful 
enemy could devise. On ri‘vii*wing 
the transactions of this period, two cir- 
cumstances cannot fail to strike the 
attentive reader; viz. the very slow 
manner in which the enemy proceeded 
in their early operations, and tlie im- 
possibility of maintaining so strict a 
blockade as to prevent all communi- 
cation by sea. To evince these, and 
other circumstances not’ unimportant 
to military readers, 1 have been re- 
duced to greater accuracy^'*;;! mi- 
nuteness than ordinary historians are 
obliged to observe ; and instead of the 
acuteness of investigation, or a splendid 
sententiousness, I have been necessi- 
tated to j^irsue the narrative, almost 
uninterruptedly, in the tedious form of 
a journal. I have not presume to in- 
tersperse many Animadversions of my 
own; the only merit to' which I can 
lay any c?aim, is that of a faitliful nar- 
ration of facts ; and I confess I would 
at any time rather walk in the beaten 
track of truth, than mislead the judg- 
ment of my readers in the wilds of 
fancy and conjecture. 

A return of casualties is annexed, 
also the expenditure of ammunition, 
both by the enemy and the garrison. 
These papers, as well as the estimate 
of provisions, I thought better to throw 
into the form of an Appendii^,than to in- 
terrupt the narrative by their insertion. 
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ETAT GE'NE'RAL DE L’ARME'E ESPAGNOLE ET FRANGOISE 
EMPLOYE'E AU SIE'GE DE GIBRAJ&AR, 

sous LES OBDBES DE SON EXCELLENT? EE DU^ DE CBILLON. 


E'TAT major DE L’ARME'e ESPAGNOLE. • 

ce'ne'ral en Chef le capitatne-ge/ne'bal duc^e crillon. 


LieiUpnan!!- G^eraux. 
D* \harca, 

Cniijm.indant-General des 
Ini'cDieurs. 

Le Comto de Lascy, * , 
CAirnniandant-Gi'aeral • do 
TArtillerie. 

Oe Ilahor. 

Lft Comte de Reviyagigedo. 
Le Mari^uU do C.isagajfij'al. 


Mart«haux de Camp. Brigadiers. 

Le Marquis deZayasd’haut- Regard, De Garcia de 

Commandant dcs Gardes VVal- la Mora. De Galazar* 
Innos. D’AIlenes. De Geri»all^' 

De Tilly, Colonel d'Artillerio. D‘Hort;os. Druliat. 

De Teller, Commandt. des> Gardes De Hetchart. De Vedia. 

Espagnoles. ^ D’Imperioli. Le C^omte do 

D’ Oliver, Major-General de ITn- Bussy. 

fanterie. De Guevara. De Gutierrer- 

Le Marquis dc Mont-llcrmnso, De Tirrel. Le*Baron de 

Maj(»r General de laCavalerie et Steiuborg.. 


Dragons. 

De Pacheclio. 

Le Mar«|uis de Branceforle. 
Do Roca. 

Le Marquis de Torremausana. 


infanterie. 


Le Marquis 
d’Avilles. De Moron. 

De Caro. De Piiito. 

De Gouralcs. De Font. 

Do Lancaster. De Totosa. 

De Castel 

d'Oscius. De Sangro. 

Le Prince de 
Montfort. De Servino. 
De Moya. De Coloua. 

Le Marquis de 
Valparaiso. I.h Due de 
Montelluno. 

Do Nova Cer* 
rad.i. De Pignatelli. 

De Pachecho Marquis 
Giron. d’Alos. 

D'Estacharia. 
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9 

26 

71 

20 

572 

689 

VoUmtairos d’ Aragon 


, 

6 

, 

1 

1 


2 

6 

€ 


6 

' 18 

36j 

9 

324 

387 

Icr. Peg. de Catalogue 


. 

12 

1 

1 

1 


4 

121 

12 


12 

36 

72 

17 

1680 

1805 

La Princessj^ • • 


1 

8 

. 

1 



2 

9 

9 


9 

26 

71 

19 

672 

688 

Naples ■ . . . . ^ 


2 

16 

1 

1 

\ 


4 

18 

18 


18 

62 

142 

39 

1144 

1377 

Betehart . , . . 



8 

1 

1 

1 


, 

10 

10 


10 

48, 

64 

25 

1054 

1191 

Compge. dcGrenadiers 


22 



. 

. 

H 

, 

22 

22 


22 

44 

120 

22 

1152 

1338 

Ca\ alerie demoiilee 


mm 


1 

1 

1 

■Sj 

4 

20 

20 



mm 

120 

27 

1160 

1347 

Dragqns do. 


22 


. 

. 

. 

. 

, 

22 

Ou 


22 

. 

. 




Grenade. Provinciaux 

t 



3 

3 

9 


, 

60 

60 



120 


60 

3960 


Artillerie . . . 


• 


, 

, , 

. 

HI 

. 

, 

, 


, 


In 

24 

1186 

1341 

Volontaivos de Crillon 


* 


• 



Q 

, • 

• 




• 

• 

• 


• 

Total lii'fantciie . 1 


144 

154 

10 

L 

In 


m 

m 

m 


298 

m 



Ml 

24627 
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CAVALEIUE ET DRAGONS. 



f/tat major des troupes FRANQOISES. 

BARON FAIKENSTEIN, COJIMANDANT EN CHEF. 

LE MARQUIS DE BOUZOLZ, COMMANDANT EN SECOND. 


Etfit Major. 

Lo Marquis do Crillou, Briga- 
(li«*r, 

l>e Portal, Major-General. 

Lo Baron F. lo ^ 

Fort I Aides Maj.* 

Le Baron C, le ( Generaux. 
Fort 


Brigade Frangoise. Brigade Allemnnde. 

lAi Vte. de Veneur, ^ « rBe Conit. K. do Sparre, 
Mattrede Camp, Col. g-S I 

g§ Le Marquis do Guerchy, g'|!Le Baron d liamtUou, 
g g ditto en second. j M.-de.-(j. t 

5!c>' Dubourg, Lieut.-Col. ^ 

De Cappy, Major. (g VD’Orsner, Mi 

Le Comte de Crillon, ^ 

Maitre de Camp, Col. ^ o 1 r u’^-on de 
Le Vidaroe de Nasse, 
g 5 V ditto en second. 1 1 j ^ 

:ll I -1^ lo’ohri;'‘Ma: 

* ^De Pytal, Major. ^ 

Artillerie. Genie. 

De Goenand^Lieut.-Col.-Com-|,D’Ar 9 on, Colonel. 

mandant. Doria, Major. 

De BarraSiCapitaine, aide-Maj. De I’lIiBicr | 

D’Artan IrwnHH I>o «onleman 

Gromar de Quinten } D’ Assjgny r 


• mutiH de'Uamp. 

Du Baron Falckcnstein 
* Ce l^jmte de Nesle de 
Fuurette. 

T.e Cliev. de Grave. 

Le Chev. de Vault. • 

Le <]!hev. de Poncet, 

Le Comte d’Argoult. 

I,e Comte de IVrigord. 

Le Comte de Lost. 

I.e Miirquia de LaiUeVx>t. 

Du M, di* Bouzolz: — 

Le Marquis de Travanec. 

Le Chev. d’Oraison. 

JjQ Marquis de Montaigu. 

De ‘Wildemonth 1 Capitaines 
De Meuuier 5 en second. 
OflR\jGrs charg^ du detail di 


W/j 1 M.-de.-(j. en 845cond. 

2 ^1). O. Conell. Lt.-Col. 

(§ VD’Orsner, Major. 

® #Le Baron de Wimplfen, 
^al M.'do'C., Col. 

§ S J Lo Baron de Nivenheim, 
ditto en secoq^Uu 
'tc5 I De Peyrier, Lieut.-Col. 
'jg lO'Ghier, Major. 


De Bonleman 
D’Assjgny 
De Samis 


^Capitaines. 


D«mSS>^« Uieutenaus. 

llomroes, 130. 

Le Marq. de Puiasegur, Capi- 
taine, avec brev. de Colonel* » 

Administration. 

Intendant de Rouissi^re. Monmergue, Tnspecteur 1 
Commissaire de Boileau. Demange, Directeur 3 
Commissaire du Demaine 


Brochel, Directeur 1 
Chaumel, Sous- 
Directeur I 


Thion, Premier Mtvlecin. i 
Bodners, Chirurgieti 
Massol* stcoud do. J 
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U^iniens. 

D’Officiers 

superieurs. 

p'llommes 

Brigade CDe LyonnoiS' * 

. . 65 

/ 1,024 

Fran 9 oise ADe Brewgne • 

66 

1.016 

Brigade tVloykl Sm'dois . 

. . 65 ' 

1,000 

AllemandetDe Bouillon • 

. . 52 

1 # 

f 1,025 

Total Francois 

. . 247 

/ 4,055 

Espagnol • . • • 

. . 166S^ 

27,067 

Grand total . • . . 

. 1916* 

31,122 


33,038 Ofiiciers et d’liommes. 

11 y avoit \in Corps d'liipeiiieura aux ordres de M. d’Abarca, confpose de 8 IriL'enieurs en 
Chef, 1 en second, 11 oimnaires. 14 cxtraordinaires, 12 Ajudans. Une Compagui*" de M.tre- 
chausseci.Me 40 Civallers, anx ordres d*uu Lieut. 11 y a une Compagnie de Cadets, dout le C.'!]u- 
taine est un Cohjuel. Les Compagnies de Sapcurs out chacune un Capitainc, un Lieutenant, un 
Suus-Lieuienaiit. 


A GENERAL RETURN OF CASUALTIES. 



1 



Dead 

Di«iabled 

Wounded, 

but 

recovered. 


Dea3 

De- 


1 

of Wounds. 

1 by Wounds. 

1 

by Sicknc&s. 

serted. 




i 




i 




s 




c 

0/ 

flj 

£ 









£ 



£ 



£ 






£ 

Rank 


2 

E 

s 


E 

E 

e 

*s 

r 

E 

E 


r 

i 

E 



1 

c 


vV, 

RKOntZNTS. 

t 

€ 

0 

a 

is 

o 

CO 

e 

i 

a 

a 

fit 

a 

1 

is 

"o 

cn 

& 

3 

M 

c 

(S 

fit 

t 

e 

O 

is 

& 

E 

O 

1 

8 

tc 

0 

■5 

© 

WJ 

1 

M 

§ 

fit 

e 

O 

© 

Cfi 

£ 

c 

c 

Flic. « 

Royal Artillery . 

2 

1 

0 

20 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0 

HI 

8 

2 

1 

105 

1 

1 

0 

3i 

1 

i2th Kegiment . 

1 

3 

1 

13 

0 

0 

0 

10 

1 

0 

0 

10 

2 

4 

7 

89 

0 

3 

0 

32 

3 

LVdh 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

mm 

0 

1 

0 

7 

1 

0 

0 

13 

1 

:wth 

I 

3 

1 

16 

1 

1 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

10 

3 

5 

1 

44 

0 

1 

0 

37 

5 

5<tth ,, « 

0 

0 

0 

17 

u 

1 

0 

9 

1 

0 

0 

6 

3 

2 

0 

69 

1 

4 

1 

34 

3 

.58tli „ , . 

1 

1 

0 

11 

0 

1 

0 

5 

0 

0 

1 

8 

o 

2 

2 

61 

0 

1 

1 

53 

11 

noth 

0 

(» 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

0 

33 

0 

72nil „ 

0 

2 

0 

31 

0 

2 

0 

21 

0 

1 

1 

21 

3 

11 

5 

109 

0 

1 


• 47 

9 

9; til • 

0 

t? 

u 

30 

u 

1 

0 

13 

1 

5 

0 

31 

5 

2 

0 

77 

0 

0 

0 

58 

2 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

1 

5 

0 

1 

0 

4 

0 

3 

1 

33 

1 

6 

0 

106 

1 

Keden’s Regiment 
De la Motto’s . . 

0 

2 

0 

7 

0 

0 

1 

5 

0 

1 

0 

4 

1 

1 

1 

33 

1 

1 

0 

16 

1 

0 

3 

0 

16 

0 

0 


6 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

42 

2 

2 

0 

10 

1 

Sydow’s, for- 1 
merly Har- > 

0 

o 

0 

18 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

i 

0 

6 

1 

7 

2 

69 

0 

0 

0 


5 

denberg's . . 1 
Soldier-Artificer i 

0 

1 

0 

6 ' 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1) 

0 

7 

2 

3 

0 

3Q 

0 

0 

0 

23 

•rr 

Company . J 
Marine Brigade . 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

, 8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Corsican Comp. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total • • 

6 


2 

197 

1 

6 

2 

lol 

3 

13 

2 

120 

31 

46 

20 

773 

I'TT 

/ 

22 

2 

605 

43 ' 


ABSTRACT OF THE TOTAL LOSS OF THE GARRISON. 


Killed, and dead of wounds 333 

Disabled by Vounds (disuharped) ...... 138 

Dead of j^jekness. exclusive of those who died of the s(JUrvy in 

17/9 and 1780 536 

Discharged, IVuin incurable complaints . . % . . . 181 

Deserted 43 


Total . . . 1231 
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EXPENDITURE Of AflMlTNlTION FROM THE G^VRUISON AND 
BY THE ENEMY. 


Commouciiifi: tho 12th of SejitemlVr, 1779, arul 
eiuiin;; the onhof Februiiry, 1/83. 




T- 





AgreeaWo to the La- 

MONTHS. 

Shot. 

SluAls. 

f 

Grapt^ 

Gar- 

Le-ht 

balls. 

MONTHS. 

burutory Accounts. 








« 







Shot. 

Shells. 

1779. 

Sept. 12 to 30 , 

17G7 

• 201 




f 


•• 

()otoU*r . . . 

372 

1116 

1 


6 


. , 

• •. 

Novenil^or . , 

57 

183 

5 




, , 

• » 

December , . 

82 

63 

6 


4 




-1780. 

Jaimarv 

88 

131 

38 




.*• 


Fcbniarv • 

2 

6 

3 




«" . . 

‘ ^ 

March . . . 

17 

G. 

7 

3 


.. 

a 

,, 


Apiil . . . 






.. 

. . 

Miiv . . 

8 


6 


. , 



. ; 

Jime , *. . 

123 





a 

' ,, 


July . . • 

24(1 





a 

, , 


Augtist . . , 

5G 




,, 

» 

. , 


St'ptt'mbor . . 

fVUolier. . . 

6 

85 

*243 

‘*73 

”1 

160 




■November . . 

771 

6004 

510 

63 

6)4 


, , 

, , 

Decemlier . . 

16U 

4242 

250 

79 

54 



, , 

1781. 








January . . 

33 

875 

63 

22 

8 


. , 

,, 

February . . 

32 

ato 

76 

9 

• . 




March . . . 

23 

221 

17 

13 


1781. 

, , 

, , 

April . . . 

May . . . 

2072 

804 

2494 

27'^‘i 

26 

23 

2 

C 

•• 

.April 12 to "1 
May 31 . } 

56760 

20134 

June . • • 

828 

2250 

104 

35 

”3 

Juno . . • 

8799 

2643 

July . . . 

428 

761 

51 

13 

5 

July . . . 

3036 

69 •< 

August , . . 

130 

172 

103 

-v. 

2 

August . • . 

1.350 

184 

St‘pteral)er . , 

2014 

6228 

213 

58 

42 

Septeml)er • . 

9320 

760 

Oebther 

1722 

11515 

64 

19 

53 

October . . 

15754 

2750 

November • ' . 

509 

3587 

82 

33 

5 

Noveralter . . 

‘24^10 

1120 

December . . 

032 

7119 

139 

60 

44 

Decemlter . . 

3378 

■ ioi<r 

1782. 





1782. 


January . , 

722 

110.52 

132 

60 

23 

January . . 

4342 

1012 

1‘Vbiiiary . . 

201: 

7295 

177 

21 

19 

February . . 

3046 

566 

Maul^ . . . 

3057 

10362 

733 

5(f 

45 

March . . . 

5M28 

1313 

April . . . 

2314 

2768 

370 


, , 

'April . . . 

3541 

938 

M'tv . . . 

2315 

1669 

3;52 


14 

May .#*. . 

2418 

8.56) 

Jmit; , . . 

2052 

178 

263 

**1 ‘ 

8 

June . . . 

2190 

653 

July . . . 

228 

37 

100 


13 

July . . . 


.. 

.Au^rust . . .1 

5-HIj 

17s I 

104/ 

3 

48 

August . . . 

750 

30 

.Sejnernia*r , . 

J3.557 

A262 

479 

215 


September . . 

.36432 

16993 

Dffober . . 

20. »4 

6881 

73.5 

12 

' 14 

Octolter . ■ 

11312 

1(M73 

November . 

11)37 

570I 

1157 

74 

17 

November • . 

2897 

3243 

Decern i)er . 

252»: 

12159 

1422 

26 

3 

Difcember . . 

1036 

1958 

178-3. 






1783. 



January . . 

2040 

14176 

3444 

42 

25 

January . . 

1067 

680 

February . . 

210 

1047 

414 


•• 

February t • 

1 55 

144 

Total . . 

57163 

129^51 

12681 

926 

679 

Total , , 

' 175741 

68363. 


h/l 2 tl 


Commeneias th/l 2 th of April, ITHI.and 
en(lini> the 2n(l of February, 1783. 


CcmpHt«d. 


I 

>of tlw' biO 
I tpriii*,'- 

J 


. Total .... 
British gun-boats 


200, GOO rounds. 
4,^28 shot. 


944 104 / rounds, all of a 
. . heavy nature. 

Spanish gnu-boats 14,283 shot and shells. 


Total 


» 205,328 I 258,387 

The eurrftoB extwnded vorv near 8000 barrclii of powder; and the number of crdname damaf,(cd and destroyed 
lurin*' the airjze antotioif li to AH 

TIjf number of barrels of powder expended by the enenay coul<4 never be uecertained, nor wlidt ordnance wei 
letTu/ed. 
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j4?i Estimate of the Prices fixed upojt Provisions hy a Committee of Officers^ at 
(ribrallurj October the 1782. To which is eymexed the price of 

various articles^ as they were sold at different Periods of the^Blockade 
and Sieye. 

Tla* sums ar* turned into sterling, at the average exchange of 3*. 3d. the dollar; thougli the 
Garrison exchange fluctuated between 35. 4d. and 3s. 6<f. 


PRICES DURIKO THE BLOCKADE* 


ditto 


Fresh berf, \ cal, and mutton, per lb. 
Pork , ditto ..... 

Ducks and l\n\ls, iHjrcoujde 

A gtHise 

A turkey .... 

A ]i:iir of pigeons . . 

Corned beef, ])t*r lb. . 

Corned pork, ditto , 

Ham, rlittu .... 

D icon and diied tongues, 

Chi (*M‘, ditto . . • 

Salt butter, ditto * . 

An egg .... 

I’lekled tripe, per lb. 

PiUaroes, ditto . 

Loat ■^ugar, ditto , , 

ro\vdiis.u;#r, ditto . 

Itest green tea. ditto . 

Itohea or Souchong, ditto 
t%>iree, ditto . . 

Flour, ditto . . 

Mould candles, ditto 
(^uiimoii, ditto 
A liogsliead of porter 
llottled porter (^\>ith l)ottU*8), per 
A hogshead of port wine 
Tort wine (witli bottles), per 
(jood cominou ^ ine, jicr gallon 
Inferior ditt , ditto . . . 

Claret (with liotlles), per dozen 

liest fish, per lb 

Inferior kiiul, ditto . • • 

Small fry, ditto .... 


r doz. 


doz. 


£. s. 

d. 

£. 

S. 

d. 


£. 

s. 

d. 

0 2 

6 


2 

1 

to 

{) 

4 1> 1 

, 0 1 

3 

• • • . • From 0 

2 

1 


0 

4 

1 

. 0 9 

9 


13 

0 


1 

1 

114 

. 0 11 

0 



, 


1 

10 

4 

0 14 

7i 



, 

, 

2 

8 

9 

, 0 3 

3 

........ 


, 


0 

9 

9 

0 1 

3 

Round of beef, per lb, , 



, 

0 

2 

11 

0 0 

10 

Salt beef and pork, ditto 




h 

1 

3 

0 1 

lOi 


, 

. 

0 

4 

1 

, 0 1 

3 



, 


0 

3 

3 

, 0 1 

a 





0 

4 

1 

0 1 

104 


2 

6 

to 

0 

•4 

1 

0 0 

24 

per dozen ..... 


• 

, , 

0 

4 

U1 

0 1 

3 







0 0 

74 


• 



0 

2 

6 

0 2 

6 

Sold at an Auction for , 


, 


17 

I 

0 2 

1 


2 

6 

to 

0 

4 lt!4 

1 1 
0 13 

114 

0 

} • • . . From 1 

8 

0 

„ 

2 

5 

6 

0 1 

104 


• 

. 

• . 

0 

5 

9 

0 0 

74 


1 

3 

rr 

U 

2 

i 

0 1 

04 







0 0 

10 


. 


• • 

0 

2 

6 

, 6 13 

94 







a» 

. 0 14 

74 








24 7 

6 








, I 12 

54 

k 







0 4 

11 

Malaga wine, per bottle 

• 

. 

, • 

0 

4 104 

0 3 

8 

, 

. 

. • 

0 

2 

6 


44 








0 1 

3 

1 These articles were generally 
>«old, according to their size ana 





0 0 10 





, 0 0 

7i 

j quality, at mubt exorbitant rates. 







This estimate afterwiyds underwent some small alteration by the Committee, the wines being 
fixoii, they thought, at too low a price. Beside the articles mentioned under the head of the 
Blockade* price, the foliowmg sold in the course of the siege f(^ the sums annexed to them 


A calf’s head and feet , . . • • .j 

A calf’s pluck . . . • * . * V * 

Hind quarter, wdlh the head and tail of an Algerine sheep 

Ileail and feet of a sheep 

A Bullock’s head, witliouttongivB . . • » • 


£ 

1 

0 14 


s. d. 

14 U 


7 

0 14 


7* 

10 0 


n 

a 4* 
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A hullocVs heart , , 

A uoat’^ head ... 

Onions, per lb. . , 

A cabbage . | 

A bni»ch of ^abbaf»e -leaves 
A bunch of Arrots and turnips 
A small bunclv of radishes . 

A pint of milk' and water • . 

A lemon - , • • * . 

A quill . , , 

A ^‘ve pig sold for 

A large sow in pig sold for upwards of 29/, 


I. 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 


d, 

9 

U 

(? 

71 

5 

5 

3 

5 

Oii 

9 


A goat, with a young kid, both of which had 


been purchased in li. gland for los., sold in the garrison, when the latter was alnjut, twelve 
months \>lil, tor near 12/. An Englisli milch-cow was sold, in 1/HO, for 60 guineas; leserving 
to the seller a pint ot milk each day whilst she gave milk ; and another cow was fmrchased by 
a .U‘w for Go guineas, but the beast Mas in so feeble a condition that she dropped dow u dead 
l»i‘ture she h.id Iwen removed many hundred y.tr<ls. If these fat-is were not thought suit\ient 
to flcinoiistrate the exorbitant prices of every article in the garrison, ethers could bo adduced 
of eipially as surprising a complexion* 


77ie follotving are the proportions of the Prize- Monej/y as distributed to the Gar- 
nson (f Gibraltar^ from the sums arising from the llead-Monatj granted 
b\j Parliamnt for destroying the Battering-Ships, and the sale cf the St, 
Michael man-of-war. 

The subsequent suras are proportions of 30,000/., which was the sum first divided. 


d. f, fi. 

The governor. 1-1 Gth . . .1875 0 0 r.iptain . 4.'^ 10 1 

Lietitenaut-governor . . . 937 10 0 Lieutenant 26 5 (> 

M<i jor g^ v.il .... 4G8 15 0 Second lieutenant aqd ensign . 22 G G^ 

lirigarlier-geueral .... 207 10 0 .‘^erjeant ^ ^ 9 

(Colonel 156 1 0 Corporal 2 0 11+ 

Lieutenant- colonel . . , 80 16 0 Lrivate 19 1 

Major 57 15 6 


A second Act t)f Parliament afterwards pas«!ed, for granting to the garrison wliatovev might be 
^fished up from the wr*‘cks of the batteriiiif-vhips ; and those# (smplo>ed in this duty proceeded 
with such success, that brass and iron cannon, with other articles, were recovered to a con- 
sid'Tabln value. 

'I'wo ilivisious, of 16,0'JO/. and 8000/., have since been distributed ; the latter of which, it is 
imagined, will be the liflst. 


London Printed by W. Clowes an^ Sons, Stamford Street. 



Mr. Monthly Library. 


Puhlislicd Monthly^ in Parls^ price 6(7., or every ^alternate month, 

price 6s. in cloth, ♦ 

THE HOME & COLONIAL LIBRAEY. 

« 

Printed ih good readable type, on superfine paper, and designed to fur- 
nish the Hioiikst Literatuke of the day, consisting partly of Origin 
Works, and partly, of New Editions of Popular Publications, 

At the lowest possible price. 

This series of attractive and useful works, by approved authors, is 
called for in consequence of the Acts which have recently passed the 
Prilish Parliament’ for the protection of Copyright, and the rights of 
British authors and publishers, by the rigid and entire exclusion both in 
Great Britain and her Colonies, of foreign pirated editions ; and the 
Works are issued at a rate which places them within the means not only 
of the Colonists, but also of the less wealthy classes at home, who will 
thus benefit by the widening of the market for our literature : and the 
“ Colonial and Home Library ’’ may be considered a Library for the 
Empire.” . 

The aim of the Publisher has been to produce a Series of Wurks as 
entertaiinng as romances, yet not frivolous, but abounding in sound infor- 
mation. The volumes are not merely low in price, they are of sterling 
merit, originality, and permanent interest. • 

Several Numbers of the Home and*Colonial Library” have alread 3 » 
appeared, and have received the unanimous approbation of Critics and 
readers in all parts of the British dominions. 

The recommendations of this series are : — 

j 

On the score of smallness of cost — Each number contains more than 
an ordinary Octavo volume, at one-fifth or sixth of the usual price. 

O71 the sco)*e of novelty, interest, and merit — It includes w’orks by 
Southey, Heber, Borrow, Irby and Mangles, Jlrinkwater, Barrow, Sir 
John Malcolm, Washington Irving, Darwin, Lady Duff Gordon, Lord 
* Mahon, Gleig, Sir Francis Head, llichard Ford, &c! • 



mi. MURRAY’S HOME AND COLONIAL LlRfiARY. 


l7irar{ef]/\—\i comprises Geograpliy, V(^ages aiul iTravels, History, 
Hi o^oaphy, Natural Hishiry, Alamiors and Customs-^ thus rendering it 
equally accoptaWo to the Cottage and Jloudoir ; Hie utmost care being at 
all times exercisen? in the .selection oi ^vol•ks, so that they shall contain 
nothing offonsivo ti^ nioraljf» or good taste. 

The popularity of the subjects, and the moderation of the price of the 
‘‘Colonial and IRmio Library" (tui annml outhuj {if onh/ thirty shiVings)^ 
roconimend :t to the following classes of persons : — 

^ To the Clerg;y — as fitted for Parochial and Lending Libraries, 

Book Societies, Book Clubs, &c. — for the variety of its subjects. 

Schoolmasters, Masters of Families, &,c*— as * priz(\s for the 
young, or Libraries of Factories, Workshops, and Sm-vants’ Halls. 

Travellers— as portable and cheap volumes to read on the road, or 
for whiling away the monotony of a s.-a voyage. 

Officers and all Sconomlsts in iipacc orpoebd, who, having limited 
chamljms, and small hook-shelves, desire a concentrated Library^ at a 
m 0 ( lerat o expen d i t u I’e . 

All who have Friends in Bistant Countries— as an accept- 
able pi:<**.:mt iy) send out to them. 

• * 

The Settler on the Plains of Australia, the Backwoods of 
America, or the Occupant of the remotest Cantonments of our 
Indian Dominions may lu're find the resources of recreation and 
•instruction, at a moderate price, <.ogether with llui perusal of many new 

hooks within a short peiiodof their appearance in England. 

« 

The Student and Dover of Dlterature at Home, wdio has hooii 
content with the loan of a book, or ha.s , satisfied his curiosity by Maga- 
zines or Reviews, may now become possessed of the w’ork itself, at a less 
cost than before. 


\* The following Worh^ forming Twenty Volumes^ have already been 
* * published. 



MEl MUKRAY’S HOME AND COLONIAL LIBRARY. 


“V 


^ “ 1 ^ Nos. 1—2. 

' Bqrrow’s Bible in Spain. * 

“Asa book of adverAurcs, the most extraordinary one vfhich has appeared in our own 
or any other language for a long time imst.'^—Quarterly Review. • 

Nos. 3*- 6, 

Bishop Heberts Journal in India* 

“ One of the most perfectly charming books we ever reads”— fi'fiTmtncr. 

No. 7. • 

Irby and Mangles’ Travels., 

“ One of the most interestingsand popular works of the present century. ’’-^Aberdeen Journ. 

• No. 8. 

Drinkwater’s Siege of Gibraltar. 

“ A book replete with iutereat and information.**— Service Magazine. 

*• ■ *. No. 9. 

Hay’s Morocco, and The Moors. 

“ A new and highly interesting ^oik.'^—Graetiock Advertiser. 

No. 10. 

Letters flrom the Shores of the Baltic. 

“ A series of charmingtlcscriptioDS} the style full of ease and freshness.**— A'aummer. 

No. U. 

The Amber Witch. 

“ Nothing hai so absorbed our intere.st. It is worthy of Dc Quarterly Review. 

No. 12. 

Southey’s Cromwell and Bunyan. 

“ Two of Mr, Southey's graphic and interesting biographies.”— incerwm Courier. 

No. 13. 

New South Wales. By Mrs. Meredith. 

“ Combines piquancy of observation with practical information.”— Jimrno/, 

No. 14. ^ 

■ « • Barrow’s Life of Sir Francis Drake. 

” Mr. Barrow’s interesting and instructive volume,’*— Ndin6w7’gAit«oii;it'. 

No. 15. 

Memoirs of Father Ripa. • 

“ As interesting a work as ‘ B(iUROw’s Biulk Spain.’ "—Spectator. ^ 

No. 16. 

Lewis’s West Indian Life and Manners. 

“ These highly ap’usins? stories of actual .T,amaiea life .” — Qtairlerly lievkte. 

Nos. 17—18. 

Sketches of Persia*. By Sir John Malcolm. 

“The Persians as a nation are here presented with all the interest of our amusing friend 
llajji Quarterly Review. 

No. 19. 

The Frejach in Algiers, and Abd-el-Kader. 

” A narrative of romantic and absorbing interest .” — Northern }Yhig, 

Nos. 20—21. ^ 

Bracebrldge Hall. By Washington Irving. 

“ The most charming work ever written by Washington Ixxin^T'— Cambridge ChroniSe* 
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MR. MURRAY’S l\oME ANU COIiONIAL LIBBj^Y. 

' Nos. 22— ‘.'4. f 

* Darwin’s Naturalist’s Voyagfe. 

“The author is a first-rate landscape painter, and the drcuHea^ solitudes are made t 
teem with iaUxeit,*\-Quarterly Jieview. 

2.1. 

. The Fall of the Jesuits. 

“ A work written in a candid andf moderate tone.**— Cheitetiham Journal, 

• >'os. 2()-27. 

Lfre of the Great Conde. By Lord Mahon. 

“ A very intereating^nd skilful narrative.’’— lieview. 

Nos. 28-29. * 

Sorrow’s Gypsies in Spain. 

*i.Thc 80 singularly attractive and variuua pages.”— I/furary Gazette, 

Nos. .30-31. 

The Marquesas. By Hermann 'Melville. 

“ A narrative of singular interest. A Second Rokinson Crv&ov^.**— J ohn Bull. 

•• No. 32. 

Livonian Tales. By a Lady. 

“Long may the Lady ok the 1L\ltic Letteks continue to. write Tales as good a 
ihehe.**—Athenaum. 

No. 33. 

Memoirs of a Church Missionary. 

“Narrated so as to remind one ot the ‘ Vicar ok Wakefield.’ **— Morning Post. 

No. ,04. 

Sale’s Brigade in Afghanistan. 

“ One of the noblest records of military adventures that we know.’*— Morniiig Chronklc, 

No. .05. 

Letters from Madras. By a Lady. 

“ A welcome addition to our store of literary entertainment.”— J5nfanma.* 

Nos. 36— 37 , 

Highland Sports. By Charles St* Johne •’ 

These interesting volumes. We would not desire a more pleasant companion.*’— A/orn. Po, 

N«. ,08. 

Jfrurneys across the Pampas. By Sir F. B. Head. 

A lively description of the vast countries \isited.**— Edinburgh Advertizer, 

Nos. 39-40. 

Gatherings from Spain. By Richard Ford. 

“The best dcscriptiuil of national character and manners of Spa^n that has ever appeared 
^Quarterly Review. 

TO DK KOLLOVVIJO BY " 

THE TWO SIEGES OF VIENNA BY THE TURKS. 

By 'fiiB Eaul of Eij,hsmf.ue. 

THE STORY OF THE BATTLE OF WATERLOO. 

By Rrv. G. R. Gj,eic. 

WAR OF LIBERATION 4N GERMANY. 

Fitoji THE GEiutAN. By Sir Alexander Gordon, Bart. 
TJVLES OF A TRAV1-:LLER. By Washinoton Living. 



MR. MURRAY’S LIST ofr BiDOKS. 


HfSTQRY^AND ANTIQUITIES.' 


GIBBON’S ROMAN EMPIRE.' 

Edited, with Notes, by-ltKv. 11 . 11 . Milman. Scco^^d l\diti(,n, 6 vols. Ovo, (5.1^. 


ir. 


THE POPES OF ROME: , 

Translated from the (Icrman of Lkopold Kankk, by Sarah Austin. 
* Third Edition. 2 vols. 8vo, 2 As. 


in. 

A NEW HISTORY OF GREECE. 

1. liEGKN'bATlY CluiKI K. 2. (JllKCIA.V llhSTOli^ TO THK JlKKiN ()F rEISISTHATUS 
AT Athens. By Geoimjk Grotk. 2 vols. Ilvo, 32s. 


EUROPE ‘DURING THE lAIIDDLE AGES." 

IJy IIknry ITallam. Elfjhih Edition. 2 vols. 8vo, 24f, 

HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 

From thr Acuksston op- IFknrv VTT. to thk Bkath of Gkoroe the Second. 
By Hknrv IIai.lam. Ei/th Edition. 2 vols. 8vo, 24y. 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 

From thk Pkack of Utrkciit (1718), to thk Pkack of Paris (1763), 
By Jjoro Mahon. Second Edition. 4 v'ols. 8vo, 52s. 

. vir. 

ENGLAND UNDER THE ANGLO-SAXON KI]^S. 

Fiio.m the German of Lai’pknberg. By B. Thorpe, F.S.A. 

'* • 2 vols. Ovo, 2\s. 

viir. 

HISTORY OF JNDIA. 

TriF, HINDOO AND .MAIIOMBDAN PERIODS. 

By the lion. Mount.stuart tfiPHiNSTONK. SetfOnd Edition. Maj). 2 vols. 8vo, 

TX. » 

THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS;, 

Til KIR PlUVATK LIFK, MANNKRS, AND CUSTOMS. 

By Sir 0 .rdner Wilkinson.^ Third and cheaprr Edition. With 600 Illustrations. 
5 vifls. 8vo, ^£4 As . 


THE JIARLBOROUGH DESPATCHES. 

Edited by Sm Gkorge Murray. 5 vols. Hvo, with an Index, 20s. each. 


SPAIN UNDER CHiUtLES Tllb SECOND. 


Extracts from tlie Stanhope Correspondence, from lilOO to 1691). By Lord Mahon. 
Second Edition. Post Hvo, 6s. (id.* 



MR. 'MUkRAY’S LIST OF BOOKS, 


BIOG RAPi/y. 

LIFE AND CORRESrONDENCE OF LORD SIDMOUTH. 

By THK D’ean of NoinviCH. 3 vols. 8vo. 

c V 

LIVES OF THE LO*RD CHANCELLORS OF ENGLAND. 

By Lord Campbell. 

First SkbScs, To Kcvohitlon, WtiU, Stroud Editieii. 3 vols. ;;vo, 42s, 
Second Series. From Revolution, 1688, down to 18UG. 2 vols. *8vo, 305. 

LIFE OF LORD CHANCELLOR ELDON. . 

By Horace Twiss. Third Edition, rortniit. 2 volj. post 215. 

LIFE OF SIR SAMUEL ROMILLY. 

• Edited by his Sons. Third Edition. J^ortrait. 2 vols, fcflp 8vo, 125. 

LIFE OF GENERAL LORD HILL. 

By Rev. Edwin Sidney. Sreond Edition. Tortniit. 8vo, 125. 

MEMOIR OF LORD SYDENHAM. 

By G. PouLETT ScROPE, M.P. Second Edition. Post 8vo, .‘)5. (id. 

NAVAL WORTHIES OF QUEEN ELIZABETH’S REIGN. 

By .John Barrow. 8vo, 145. 

NAVAL LIFE OF SIR PHILIP DURHAM. 

By liis Nephew. 8vo, 5s. (id. 

ROSWELL’S LIFE OF JOHNSON. • • 

By Right lion. J.W. Crok kr. A Eeio Edition revised ^ with ijreat additions. Royal 8vo. 

‘ LIFE AND LETTERS OF LORD BYRON. 

By Thomas Moore. Jfew EJdilion. P^traits. 8 vo, 1.^*5. 

LIFE •of CRABBE, THE POET; 

AVith his Letters and Journals. By his Son. Plates.* Fcap 8vo, 7s. CfL 

LIFE OF ROBEJIT DURNS. 

By J. G. Lockhart. Ei/th and Cheaper Edition. Portrait. Fcap 8vo, 35. 

LIFE OF SIR DAVID WILKIE; 

with his Letters, Journals, and Critical Remarks on Works 6f Art. 

By Allan Cunningham. Portrait. 3 vols. 8v(f, 425. 

LIVES OF GALILEO, TYCHO BRAHE, AND KEPLER. 

By Sir DavidJIrewstbr, hluU. Second Edition, Fcap 8vo, it. Od. 



MB. MUBRAY’S LIST PF BOOKS. 


IHEOLOGY. 

THE ILLUMINATED CQMMON PRAYER BOOK, 

With 1000 Ornamental Initials, Borders^ Vif{nettc6| Titles, &c. 

Hvo. Cloth, morocco, or ’iClluni. , 

% 

THE BOOK OF THE CHURCH. • 

By Rorkrt Southev, LL.D. Fifth Fdiiion. With an I?|clex. 8vo, 12^. 

» 

ILLukllATIONS OF THE LITURGY AND RITUAI 

Selected from Eminent Divines of the Seventeenth Century. 
J3y»Rov. jA.MJis BauGDKN, M.A. 3 vols. postOvo, 27s. 

CATHOLIC SAFEGUARDS 

Against the T^^rrors, Corniption.s, and Novelties of the Church of 
Selected from Eminent Divines of the 17lh Century. 

By llev. JAMK.S Brogden, M.A. 2 vols. Ovo, 145, each. 

• 

ON THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH. 

By Henry Edward Manning, Archdeacon of Chichester. 2nd Edit. 8vo, 105 

PRAYERS FOR FAMILY USE FROM THE LITURGY 

By Right Hon. W. E. Cladstonk. 1 2rao, 2s. 6d. 

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY. 

From the Birth of Christ to the Extinction of Paganism in the Roman Empi 
By Rev. II. H. Milman. 3 vols. Hvo, .3(5^ 

OlAtiOGUES ON THE EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANP 

By William Sewell, B.D., of Exeter College, Oxford. Fciip Hvo, 7s. M. 

SERMONS. 

By Charles John Vaughan, D.D.,*IIead Master of Harrow School. 
Hvo, 125. (ki. 

SUGGESTIONS TO THE THEOLOGICAL STUDENT 

UNpER PRESENT DIFFICULTIES. 

By A. C. Tait, D.C.L., Head Master of Rugby School. Post Hvo, 65 . Cvl, 

PARISH SERMONS; 

On the Lessons, thd Gospel, or the Epistle, for every Sunday and Principal Fes 
ByJiisHou Heber. Fifth Edition. 2 vols. post Hvo, 165. * 


THE NESTORIAN CHRISTIANS, OR LOST TRIBES 

By Asahkl Grant, M.D. Third, Edition. Map. FcapHvo, 65, 



MR. MURRAY’S LIST OF BOOKS. 


I POETRY.# 

lord' BYRON’S PpETICAL WORKS. 

With Vortrait an^ Plates. I * vols. lanio, 2^. (if/, each. 

LORD B'YRO^^’S POETICAL AVORKS, 

r With I’ortrait and View. One volume, royal (Ivo, 1.5j. 

•LORD BARRON'S TALES. 

2 vols. 24mo, 5s. 

LORD BYRON’S DRAMAS. 

2 vols. 24mo, 5s. ^ ' 

LORD BYRON’S CHILDE HAROLD. 

24mo, 2x. (id. 

* I. 

REAL GEORGE CRABBE’S LIFE AND POEMS. 

A Ncav Edition. AVith Portrait. One volume. Royal llvu. 

CRABBE’S POETICAL WORKS. 

AVith a Life. 13y his Son. Plates. 8 vols. fcap 8vo, 40#, 

LOCKHART’S ANCIENT SPANISH BALLADS. 

AVith llluininutcd Titles, Coloured Borders, Vignettes, &c. 4to. 2/. 2#, 

WORKS OF HORACE. 

^^'ith an Original Life. By the liev. II. II. Milman. Illustrated with VicAvs, 
A'igncttos, Coloured Borders, &c. Crown Ovo. 

CAMP-cfiLL’S SPECIMENS OF THE POETS 

Revised by Pktkb Cvssinuham. Portrait. Royal 8vo, 15s, • 

BISHOP HEBER’S POETICAL AVORKS. 

Third Edition, I'trtrait. Fcap 8vo, 

‘ PCEMS. *■ 

. By Lord Patrick Robertson. Crown 8vo, 7s. Gd. 

REV. h'. H. MILMAN’S POETICAL AVORKS. 

Second Edition. 3 vols. fcap 18,. 

9 

ALLAN CUNNINGHAM’S POEMS AND SONGS, 

24mo. 

REJECTED ADDRESSES. 

Twcntpifirst Edition. Fcap 8vo, Gs.Gd, 


DIBDIN’S POPULAR SEA SONGS. 

Illustrations by (SuoROB Cruikshank. Second Edition. Fcap 8 vo, 5#. 



MR. MURRAY’S LIST t)F BOOKS, 


POPULAR VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 

•l. 

A JOURNAL OF THE DISASTERS IN AFFGHANISTAN 

rty Lady Saus. Eighth Thousand. Wil^i Plan. •Post tivo, 12#. 

rr. • 

THE SIKHS AND AFFGHANJJ 

LMMEDIATELY HEPOllE AND AFTER THE DEATH OF 
* RUiVJEET SINGH, 

Hy SiiAHAMAT Ai.r, I’erisiaii Sccrctiiry to Sir Claude Wado. Post Hro. 

• 

• ur. 

•JAPAN* IN THE NINETEENTH CENTUHY. 

Described from the Accounts of Recent Dutch Travellers. Pusttfvo, *)#. 6d. 

A. JOURNEY THROUGH ARABIA PETRA5A, 

Mount Sinai, 'to thk Kxcavatbd City of Pktha, thk Edom of thk Phophecip 
By M. Leon dk Labordr. Second Edition. Plates. 8vo, 18#. 

A SHORT VISIT TO THE IONIAN ISLANDS. 

By Edward Gifpard, With Views. PostSvo, 12#. 

THE SHORES OF THE MEDITERRANEAN. 

WITH SICJrrCIlKS of travel. 1843 - 4 r). 

By Francis Schkokdek. With Plates. 2 vols. pest five, 10’#. 

• vn. 

A VOYACxE OF DISCOVERY AND RESEARCH, 

^ • IN THE SOUTHERN AND ANTARCTIC SEAS. 

By Sir James Cjjmik Ross, Knt., R.N. Plates and Maps. 2 vols. 8vo. 

VIII. 

ETCHINGS OF A WHALING CRUISE. 

With a Sojourn oi^ the Island of Zanzibar. By .1. Ross Browne. 

With numerous Via tcs. 8vo. 

ADVENTURE IN^NEW ZEALAND. 

With ..omo Account of the Beginning of the British Colonization of the Island. 
By Ik J. Wi^EFiELD. 2 vols. 8vo, 28#. 

TRAVELS IN NEW ZEALAND. 

A^itli Contributionslo the Geography, Botany, and Natural History of the Islands. 
By Ehn^ist Dikffknbach, M.D. With Plates. 2 vols.«vo, 24#. 

xr. • 

THE RUINED CITIES OF YUCATAN. 

By J. L. Stephens. AVith 120 Engravings. 2 vols. 8vo, 42#, 
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MB. MURB»AY’S LIST OP BOOKS. 


XII. 

ARCTIC \OYAGES OF DISCOVERY AND RESEARCH. 

By Sir John ]iARR<^\v, Bart. Tortrait ami Map. ftvt , 15s. 
xia. 

FOREST SCENES AND INCIDENTS IN CANADA. 

By Sir G,kohgk IIi^ \d. Second Edition. Tost 8vo, lUs. 

XIV. 

A BACKWOODSMAN’S ACCODNT OF UPPER CANADA. 

For thk Usk ok Emigrants. Third Edition. Fcap 8vo, Is. Gd. 

XV. 

TRAVELS OF A GEOLOGIST IN NORTH AMERICA. 

By Charles Lvell, F.G.S. With Illustrations. 2 vols. jiost 8vo, 2h. 

XVT. 

LETTERS FROM CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES. 

By John Bobkrt Godlev. 2 vols. post 8vo, IGs. 

XVII. 

EXCURSION THROUGH THE SLAVE STATES; 

From Washington on thk Potomac, to thk Fuontikrs ok Mexico. 

By G. W. Feathkrstonhaugh. 2 vols. 8vo, 2()S. 

xvrii. 

TEXAS AND THE GULF OF MEXICO. 

By iSIrs. Houston. 2 vols. jiost 8vo, 21s, 

XIX. 

EXCURSIONS IN NEWFOUNDLAND. 

By J. B. Jukes. With a Map. 2 vols. post 8vo., 21s. 

,^CATHERINGs''fROM SPAIN. 

‘ * By Kichaud Ford. Post 8vo. .^s. 

XXI. 

DOMESTIC MANNERS OF THE RUSSIANS. 

Described from a Year’s Bcsideuce in that Country, chiefly in the Interior. 
By Bev. K. L. Yk^aulkh. Post 8vo, 9s. Od. 

iXXIl. 

LETTERS FROM THE BYE-WAYS OF ITALY. 

By Mrs. fSiisTED. 4 ,Platcs. 8vo, 18s. 

XXIII. 

TOUR IN AUSTRIAN LOMBARDY, TYROL AND BAVARU 

By John Barrow. Woodcuts. Post 8 vo, 1 Us. b’t/. 

XXIV. 

BUBBLES FROM THE BRUNNEN OF NASSAU. 

By Sir Francis B. Head, Bart. SiM Edition. iKimo, 5s. 

• ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, AND IRELAND, 

Thk Channel Islands and thjc Isle ok Man. 

‘ By Sir Geor*- b Head. Third Edition. 2 vols. post 8yo, 12i. 



'MB. MURRAY'S LISTiOF BOOKS. 
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GENERAL LITERATURE. 


THE SANATIVE INFi 


''iUEiv/: 


E OF CLIMATE. 


AVith an Account of the best Places 6f Resort ffir Invalids. 

By Sir James Clark, Bart., M.D. Fourth EdUjpn, RevM. Post 8vo, lOs, Gd, 


LITERARY HISTORY OF EUROPE. 

By Hkjiry Hallam. Second Edition » .'1 vols. tvo, 

* HI. 

THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE MORAL FEELINGS. 

* By JqjiN Aukrcrombik, M.D. Seventh Edition. Fcap 8vo, 4«. 

« IV. 

. ON THE INTELLECTUAL POWERS. 

By John Abkucrombie, M.D. Eleventh Edition. Fcap Uvo, 6^. Gd. 

• • 

■ PROGRESSION BY ANTAGONISM: 

* A THEORY. 

Involving the Present Position, Duties, and Destiny of Great Britain. 

By Loud Lindsay. 8vo, G*'. 

REMARKABLE CRIMES AND TRIALS. 

Translated from the German of Fueurbach. By Lady Duff Gordon. 8vo, 12^. 

VI r. 

FAVOURITE HAUNTS AND RURAL STUDIES; 

Including Visits to Rkmarkablf. Places in the Vicinity of Windsor and Eton. 
* By EmvARD Jesse. Woodcuts. Post Gvo. 

* > 

. viir. 

• THE EMIGRANT. 

By Sir Francis B. Bead, Bart. Third Edition, Post 8vo. 12.v. 

THE ARABIAN NIGHTS. 

With Explanatory Nofts. Translated iiy E, W, Lane, and arranged for Faniiit' 
Reading. Second Edition. With 600 Woodcuts. 3 vols. post 8vo, 

* t ^ 

IIAWKSTONE : 

ATale of and for England, in 184—. Third Edition. 3 vols. fcap 8vo, 12^. 


THE PROGRESS OF THE NATION 

IN ITS SOCIAL AND ECONOMICAL RELATIONS. 

By 0. R. Porter, F.R.S. Second Edition. 8vo. 

POLITICAL WORKS "of DIVID RICARDO. 

With a Biographical Sketch of the Author. By J. R. M‘Culloch. 8vo, 16f. 



12 


MR. MURRAY’S LIST OF BOOKS. 


ILLLTSTRATED WORKS AND ART. 


THE ILLlIMINAiED COMMON PRAYER BOOK, 

With Initials, Bord/'.rs, VioNifrTKs, Titles, &c., gold and colours. Uoyal Ovc 
“ The most splendid illuminat^J hook ever inihlished.'*—TmKB. 


• LOCKHART’S ANCIENT SPANISH BALLADS. 

With OOLOURKD J^ORDRRS, WoODCUTS, VlflNKTTKS, TiTLKPAI?ES, &C. 4tO, 42/. 

“ So beautiful a volume was never offered to the fcor/rf.”— E dinburgu Review. 

irr. 

LORD BYRON’S CHILDE HAROLD*. 

With a Portrait and CO Vignette Engravings. 8vo, 2U. 
splendid work—ivorth illustrating ^ and worthily illustrated.* '“-AliiE'SJS.iiyi, 

PUSS IN BOOTS. 

With 12 Illustrations. Ity Otto Spelkter. Rquaro 16mo. 

* ‘ Complete pictures, and tell the story with dramatic force.**— ii^rECTATOSL. 

THE CHaLmED ROE; 

With 12 niustrutioiis. Hy Otto Speckter. Square ICmo. 

** Otto Speckter the best Oerman Examiner. 

THE FAIRY RING. 

Tales and Stories for Christmas. With Illustrations by Richard Doyle. 
Reap 8vo, Us. G<L 

HISTOIlV OF PAINTING— THE ITALIAN, GERMAN, 
FLEMISH, AND DUTCH SCHOOLS. 

Translated from the German of Kugler. With routes. 2 vols. post 8vo, 24x. 

vnr. 

THE ANATOMY AND PHIJ.OSOPIIY OF EXPRESSION, 

As connected with tlic Fine Arts. By Sir Ciiarlrs Bell. 
Fourth Edition. With Ptetes. Impl. 8vo, 2U. 


SCIENCE AND NATURAL HISTORY. 


THE CONNEXION OF THE PHYSICAL SCIENCES. 

By Mary Somerville. Sercfith Edition. Reap 8vo, 10#. 6cl. 

FARADAY’S CHEMICAL MANIPULATION; 

. Being Instructions to ^itudents in Chemistry. Third Edition. 8vo, 18#. 
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\ MR. MURRAY’S LIST^OP BOOKS. 

nr 

, III. • 

THE MUCK MANU^AL; 

A PiiactA-al Tbkatisk on thk Natvrk Jnd Vai.uk 'of Manitreb. 

By F. Falkneh. A New Edition, ^ith a fJlcysary of TerniB. Fcap €vo, 5x. 

IV. ' • 

ELEMENTS OF ,QEOLOGY. 

Hy Charles Lyell,F.G.S. /S^ccowfi A’tf*7ion. With400 NVoodcuts, &c. 2^18. l2ino, 18 x, 

PRINCIPLES OF GEOLOGY? 

Bj'CifARLKS Lye^l,F.G.S. Seventh Kdilion, revised. With 450 Woodcuts. 
One Vol. 8vo. 

Vf. 

-TIIOUGnTS ON ANIMALCULES ; 

Or, a (Tiju^sk/at the Invisible Worlo, Kkvealkd by the Microscope. 
By OyMfoN A. Mantell, LL.D., F.K.S. Plates. Crown 8vo, lOx. 6t/. 

• » VII. • 

GLEANINGS IN NATURAL HISTORY. 

By ]<^dwXko Jesse. F i/th Edition, With Woodcuts. Fcap 8vo, 6x. Gd. 

VIII. 

JOURNAL OF A NATURALIST. 

Fourth Edition^ with Woodcuts, Post BvOi ds. Gel, 

THE NATURAL SYSTEM OF PLANTS. 

With their Classification, By Mrs. Loudon. Wi’j 150 Woodcuts. Fcap 8vo, fix. 


SPORTING. 


THE CHASE— THE TURF— AND THE ROAD. 

By Nimrod. Second Editiont with Plates by Alkbn and Gilbert. Post 8vo, Ox. 6d. 

IT.* 

THE FpiLD SPORTS OF FRANCE ; 

By Book. O^onnor, Barrisfer at Law. Fcap 8vo, 7x. GcL 

III. 

.DAYS OF DEER-STALKING*; 

By WiL',AM ScROPE, F.L.S, Third Edition. Plates and AVoodcuts. Crown 8vo. 

•: DAYS AND NIGHTS OF SALMON FISHING. 

By William Scropk, F.L.S. With numerous Plates. Royal 8vo, 2/. 2x. 

• MAXIMS AND HINTS ON ANGLING AND CHESS. 

By Richard Penn, F.R.S. Second Edition. AAJ^th 24 Plates. Fcap 8yo, 5x, 

THE MOOR AND THE LOCH ; 

By John CoLQUHouN. Second Edition. V\ntii3. 8yo,9#. 6d. 
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MR. MURRaV’S list OP BOOKS, 


DOMESTIC AND RURAL ECONO,MY. 

1 

I. 

JIRS. liU^TDELSi'S' DOMESTIC COOKERY. 

Foulidcd upon Principles of Economy and practical Knowledge. 

"JWi Edition, impr^tved by the addition ti/900 Nkw Kkceipts. Fcaj) »vo, 
“Thejnost practically useful book we have ever seen. — British ('ritie, 

** The standard work of reference in every family.” — Worcestershire Quardtan 
“Leaves >o room to a.vy uival ." — Bath Journal. 

II. 

np:\v family receipt-book;' . 

A Collection of a Thousand valuable Receipts in Domestic Ecoinmiy. 

* New Edition. Fcap 8vo, Sif.diL 

“A hirger quantity of truly valuable matter than any book of the same kind ev 
contained.”— ilrifiiA Critic. 

lit. 

GARDENING FOR LADIES; 

With Practical Instructions and Directions for every Month. 

Ry Mrs. Loudon. Sixth Edition. Woodcuts. Fcap 8vo, bV. 

“ This charming little book ought to find its way into every cottage in the country 
—Atlas. 

“ Thoroughly practical, and distinguished by great good sense .” — Oloucest 
Chronicle. 

JV. 

FARMING FOR LADIES; 

A Gi:iD»’ “''i; VIIM POlJJ/rRY-YARD, DAIRY, AND PIGGKRY. 
By the Author of ‘‘ jIuitish IIusrandry.” Woodcuts. Fcap 8 vo, its, , 

“ Abounding with most valuable hints in every branch of domestic economy.” 
Ueadinfr Mercury. 

“This substantial guide is appropriately preceded by two illustrations of Hj 
\lAJE?iTY’s Poultry- YARD. ” — Neurasile Journal. 

* • 

HAND-BOOK OF NEEDLEWORK; 

V Guide to every kmd> f Decorative Necdlcw'ork, Crochet, Knitting, and Nettir 
By Miss Lambert. Eifth Edition. 1.50 Woodcuts. Fean 8vo, (D. 6//. 

“ The most complete treatise on the art of needlework ever compiled.” — Atlas. 
“An eminently practical work; clear in its explanations and precise in Jirc 
■ions.” — Polytechnic Review. 

VI. 

MY CROCHET SAMPLER. . 

By Miss Lambert. Woodcuts. IGino, 2#. 6d. , 

V , vir. 

MY KNITTING-BOOK. ^ 

By Miss Lambert. First and Second Series. 16mo, lx. 6d. each. 



MR. MURRAY’S LIST ’OF BOOKS. 
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WORKSHOP AMlJSEMENT & INSTRUCTION, 

ADAPTED FOR .YOUNG, PERSONS. 

— — / 

I. 

MliS. MARKHAM’S HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

TweyVi Edition^ with Woodcuts. 12mo, ^><1- 


AIRS. AfARKHAAI’S HISTORY OF FRANCE. 

,^<evciilh Edition f with Woodcuts. 12mo, Ts. (id. 

f #y- • 

• ]\lJr,. .(TARKHAM'S HISTORY OF GERMANY. 

• <K die plan of iMrs. Markham's Franck and Kngland. 

* With Woodcuts. 1 2mo, 7*'* Otf . 

MRS. MAR'kllAM’S SERMONS FOR CHILDREN 

Second Edition, Fcap Uvo, .‘If. 


BERTHA’S JOURNAL 

DURING A VISIT TO HER UNCLE IN ENGLAND. 
Fifth Edition, 12nio, 7s, 0;l. 


PHILOSOPHY IN SPORT MADE SCIENCE IN EARNEST 

. Sixth Edition. With 100 Woodcuts. Fcap 8vo, 0^, 

. , VII. 

, • STORIES FOR CHILDREN; 

^ Selected from the History of England. 

Fourteenth Edition. Illustrated with 24 Woodcuts. Sipiaro ICnio. 

I’ROGRESSIV? OEOGRAfHY FOR CHILDREN. 

IHy the Author of Stories for Children.” 

Fourth Edition. 18mo. 


/■ 


.TT'iLE Arthur’s iiTstory of England. 

" By th^ late Lady Callcott. 

* Seventh Edition. With Woodcuts. 18rao, 3^. 


THE YEAR BOOK OF NATURAL HISTORY. 

By Mrs, Loudon. 'With 40 Woodcuts. lOmo, 4^. 


ELEMENTS OF GEOMETRY*AND ALGEBRA 


By Bov. CiKouG* Flshkh, of tlie Royal Naval Schools, Greenwich. 
lOrao, 3s. each. {Published by Order of the Admiralty.) 



l^TR. MURRAY’S LIST OF SCHOOL BOOKS., 


CLASSICAL & SCHOOL BOOKS. 

’ ‘ j — ^ — 

SMITH’S SCHOOL d\'CTIONARY OF ANTIQUITIES. 

Abridged from the DicTpib.% arv of Grkek and RomAn' Antiquitiks. 

^ With 200 Woodcuts. Square 12mo, lOr. 6d, 

'! BUTTMAN’s'iiEXlLOGUS; 

►r, the Meaning and Etymology of Various Words and Passages in Creek M‘i itei s 
Translated, with Notes, by Fishl.'vkk. Third Ed'^'iun. 8vo, 14*. 

iir. 

nUTTMAN’S IRREGULAR GREEK V*Eiy.5e" 

With all the Tenses that are extant — their Formation, Mean'^ag; .tad Usage. 
Tj*analated, with Notes, by Fjshlakk. Second Edition. b> v, Ts. 6d. 

CARMICHAEL’S* GREEK VERBS : 

Their Formations, Irregularities, and Defects. Second Edition. 12mo,’8*. €d. 

COLERIDGE’S GREEK CLASSIC POETS. 

Third Edition. Fcap 8vO| hs, 6d. 

THE ANCIENT GREEKS. 

Translated from the German of Henry IIase. Fcap 8vo, r>#. Od. 
vir. 

MATT-iiliE’S SHORTER GREEK GRAMMAR. 

Abridged by the Bishop op London. Seventh Edition. Revised by Edward'S, lg.mo, tis 

viir. 

, ORJECM GRAMMATIQM RUPIMENTA MINORA. 

A New Edition. 12mo, 2s. 

y&MGM GRAMMATICA5 RUDIMENTA : PARS POSTERIOR, 
SIVE SYNTAXIS. 

A New Edition. 12mo, 2*. ' * ^ 

X. ‘ * " 

KING EDWARD THE SIXTH’S LATIN GRAMMAR. 

A New Edition revised. 12mo, 3*. 6d. 

ENGLISH NOTES FOR LATIN ELEGIACS. 

By the Key. W. Oxbnham.^I.A.. Second Maeter of Harrow School. 12mo, fr. 


BRAVBUJIY AM> BVANS, rHlNTKRS, WIJ iTltKRt AllS. 







